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PBEFA  CE, 


Should  this  work  he  the  means  of  producing,  reviving 
or  cherishing  a  greater  appreciation  and  a  more  faithful 
and  attentive  preservation  of  those  splendid  examples  of 
Church  Architecture  for  which  this  county  is  justly 
celebratedy  the  chief  object  of  the  projectors  will  be 
attained. 

"  To  whom  much  is  given,  of  them  is  much  required.^* 
Much,  by  way  of  Houses  of  Prayer,  we  have  received  of 
our  forefathers; — more,  by  way  of  ^^adomment^  than 
we  a  short  time  ago  could  even  hope  to  see  again  equalled. 
But,  brighter  hopes  have  dawned  upon  us:  a  reverential, 
humble,  and  faithful  attachment  to  our  *^  Apostolic 
Church  ^  has  been  awakened.  Our  hopes  now  therefore 
are,  that  ere'  long,  not  only  shall  these  buildings  be  again 
^^  honourably  adomed^^  but  that  a  number  may  be  added 
to  them,  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  whole  of  the 
present  population. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


From  the  first  English  Church  Historian^  the  Vener-^ 
ahle  Bede,  we  learn  that  Christianity  was  introduced 
into  Lincolnshire  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventh  century, 
when  "Paulinus,  having  converted  the  kingdom  of 
Northumherland,  visited  Lincoln,  and  baptized  many 
converts  (amongst  whom  were  the  governor  of  the  city 
and  his  family,)  and  built  a  church  of  freestone,  said  to 
be  remarkable  for  the  excellence  of  its  workmanship/' 

After  the  lapse  of  about  a  century  after  the  above 
event,  Christianity  in  Lincolnshire  received  an  additional 
impulse  by  the  introduction  of  Monastic  Establishments, 
which  furnished  the  most  effectual  means  then  known 
of  spreading  the  Gospel  amongst  the  heathen.  St. 
Chrysostom  thus  describes  the  discipline  of  these  estab-- 
lishments.  "  The  words  '*  mine  and  thine  "  are  not  in 
use  among  them.  And  if  thou  remainest  there  a  whole 
day  or  even  two,  the  more  pleasure  thou  wilt  enjoy* 
There  as  soon  as  it  is  day,  or  rather  before  day,  the 
cock  crows,  and  you  see  it  not  as  you  may  see  it  in  a 
house,  the  servants  snoring,  the  doors  shut,  all  sleeping 
like  the  dead,  while  the  muleteer  without  is  ringing  his 
bells.  There  is  nothing  of  all  this.  All,  immediately 
shaking  off  their  sleep,  reverently  rise  when  their  pre- 
sident calls  them,  and  forming  themselves  into  a  holy 
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choir,  tbey  stand,  and  lifting  up  their  hands,  all  at  once 
sing  the  sacred  hymns*  For  they  are  not  like  us  who 
require  many  hours  to  shake  off  sleep  from  our  heavy 
heads.  Then  as  soon  as  they  have  arisen,  they  stand 
up  and  sing  the  prophetic  hymns  with  much  harmony^ 
and  well  composed  tunes.  And  neither  harp  nor  pipe 
nor  other  musical  instrument  utters  such  sweet  melodies, 
as  you  hear  from  the  singing  of  these  saints  in  their 
deep  and  quiet  solitude.  And  the  songs  too  are  suitable, 
and  full  of  the  love  of  God.  And  when  the  day  is 
coming  on  they  take  rest  again;  then  having  performed 
their  morning  prayers  and  hymns,  they  proceed  to  the 
reading  of  the  Scriptures,  There  are  some  too  that 
have  learned  to  write  out  books,  each  having  his  own 
apartment  assigned  to  him,  where  he  lives  in  perpetual 
quiet;  no  one  is  trifling,  not  one  speaks  a  word.  Then 
at  the  third,  sixth,  and  ninth  hours,  and  in  the  evening 
they  perform  their  devotions,  having  divided  the  day 
into  four  parts,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  each  they  honour 
God  with  psalms  and  hymns."  Such  is  an  accoimt  of 
a  day  at  a  monastery  in  the  early  ages  of  the  Church. 

In  the  next  century  we  have  some  few  historical 
glimpses  of  the  Parish  Churches  of  this  district.  The 
wealthy  lords  of  the  villages  were  induced  by  their 
spiritual  guides  to  build  churches  in  the  centre  of  their 
possessions,  and  they  generally  gave  the  advowson  to 
the  neighbouring  abbey..  In  this  manner  probably  were 
reared  most  of  the  Churches  of  Lincolnslui*e;  and  so 
rapidly  had  their  numbers  increased  prior  to  the  Norman 
Conquest,  that  we  find  it  stated  on  good  authority,  that 
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there  were  then  more  than  two  hundred^  withoutreckoning 
those  in  Lincohi^  or  Stamford,  or  the  Monasteries. 

These  Churches  were  probably  built  of  wood,  as  was 
customary  in  those  days,  and  we  therefore  cannot  now 
look  for  any  fragments  of  their  structures.  The  Danes 
in  the  ravages  which  they  made  in  this  country, 
at  various  times,  burnt  and  destroyed  several  of  the 
Abbeys,  and  probably  several  village  Churches.  Shortly 
after  the  Norman  Conquest,  however,  the  Church 
regained  her  wonted  ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the 
rude  warriors  of  the  nation,  and  by  the  judicious  exercise 
of  her  spiritual  influence  she  caused  them  to  dedicate  of 
their  substance  a  liberal  portion  in  building  Churches. 

The  Chief  Monastic  establishments  in  this  Divisioii 
were  those  of  Cbotland  founded  by  St.  Guthlac,  Boston 
by  St.  Botolph,  Spalding  by  Thorald,  Swineshead  by 
Robert  Gresley,  and  Freiston  by  Alan  de  Croun. 

After  the  conquest,  the  introduction  in  these  Monas^ 
teries  of  the  Dissenting  Principle  of  freedom  from  the 
control  of  the  Bishop,  led  to  those  abuses  which  brought 
on  their  sudden  and  utter  destruction  by  King  Henry 
Vni.  "  The  first  Abbey  which  was  exempted  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  was  Battle  Abbey,  founded  by 
the  conqueror,  and  privileged  in  this  extraordinary 
manner  by  his  Charter.  From  this  example  others 
were  led  either  to  purchase  the  same  privilege  at  Rome, 
or,  to  forge  old  charters  pretending  to  give  their  abbeys 
such  privileges  at  some  period  before  the  conquest. 
Thus  the  popes  began  to  establish  an  interest  for  them- 
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choir,  they  stand,  and  lifting  up  their  hands,  all  at  once 
sing  the  sacred  hymns.  For  they  are  not  like  us  who 
require  many  hours  to  shake  off  sleep  from  our  heavy 
heads.  Then  as  soon  as  they  have  arisen,  they  stand 
up  and  sing  the  prophetic  hymns  with  much  harmony, 
and  well  composed  tunes.  And  neither  harp  nor  pipe 
nor  other  musical  instrument  utters  such  sweet  melodies, 
as  you  hear  from  the  singing  of  these  saints  in  their 
deep  and  quiet  solitude.  And  the  songs  too  are  suitable, 
and  full  of  the  love  of  God.  And  when  the  day  is 
coming  on  they  take  rest  again;  then  having  performed 
their  morning  prayers  and  hymns,  they  proceed  to  the 
reading  of  the  Scriptures.  There  are  some  too  that 
have  learned  to  write  out  books,  each  having  his  own 
apartment  assigned  to  him,  where  he  lives  in  perpetual 
quiet;  no  one  is  trifling,  not  one  speaks  a  word.  Then 
at  the  third,  sixth,  and  ninth  hours,  and  in  the  evening 
they  perform  their  devotions,  having  divided  the  day 
into  four  parts,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  each  they  honour 
God  with  psalms  and  hymns."  Such  is  an  account  of 
a  day  at  a  monastery  in  the  early  ages  of  the  Church. 

In  the  next  century  we  have  some  few  historical 
glimpses  of  the  Parish  Churches  of  this  district.  The 
wealthy  lords  of  the  villages  were  induced  by  their 
spiritual  guides  to  build  churches  in  the  centre  of  their 
possessions,  and  they  generally  gave  the  advowson  to 
the  neighbouring  abbey..  In  this  manner  probably  were 
reared  most  of  the  Churches  of  Lincolnsliire;  and  so 
rapidly  had  their  numbers  increased  prior  to  the  Norman 
Conquestj  that  we  find  it  stated  on  good  authority,  that 
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there  Tere  then  more  than  twohandred,  without  reckoning^ 
those  in  Lincoln,  or  Stamford,  or  the  Monasteries. 

These  Churches  were  probably  built  of  wood,  as  waa 
customary  in  those  days,  and  we  therefore  cannot  now 
look  for  any  fragments  of  their  structnres.  The  Danes 
in  the  ravages  which  they  made  in  this  country, 
at  various  times,  burnt  and  destroyed  several  of  the 
Abbeys,  and  probably  several  tillage  Churches.  Shortly 
after  the  Norman  Conquest,  however,  the  Church 
regained  her  wonted  ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the 
rude  warriors  of  the  nation,  and  by  the  judidons  exercise 
of  her  spiritual  influence  she  caused  them  to  dedicate  of 
their  substance  a  liberal  portion  in  building  Churches. 

The  Chief  Monastic  establishments  in  this  Divisioa 
were  those  of  Cbotland  founded  by  St.  Gutblac,  Boston 
by  St.  Botolph,  Spalding  by  Thorald,  Swineshead  by 
Robert  Gresley,  and  Fheiston  by  Alan  de  Croun. 

After  the  confjuest,  the  introduction  in  these  Monas- 
teries of  the  Dissenting  Principle  of  freedom  from  the 
control  of  the  Bishop,  led  to  those  abuses  which  brought 
on  their  sudden  and  utter  destruction  by  King  Henry 
Vni.  "  The  first  Abbey  which  was  exempted  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  was  Battle  Abbey,  founded  by 
the  conqueror,  and  privileged  in  this  extraordinaiy 
manner  by  his  Charter.  From  this  example  others 
were  led  eitber  to  purchase  the  same  privilege  at  Borne, 
or,  to  forge  old  charters  protending  to  give  their  abbeys 
such  privileges  at  some  period  before  the  conqoest 
Thus  the  popes  began  to  establish  an  interest  for  tbem. 
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^^  The  marks  by  which  Early  English  may  readily  be 
discriminated  from  other  styles  are  the  following.  There 
is  a  great  prevalence  of  long,  slender,  and  detached 
shafts,  which  are  in  most  cases  formed  of  Purbeck  or 
Petworth  marble.  The  capitals  are  of  a  very  peculiar 
form,  almost  always  circular,  though  sometimes  octagonal^ 
or  circular  with  octagonal  abacus.  Not  unfrequenily 
the  abacus  is  formed,  especially  in  arcades,  by  the  con- 
tinuation of  a  horizontal  string  round  the  capitals.  In 
the  earliest  examples  of  the  style,  the  abacus  of  shafts 
is  usually  square.  The  capitals  are  frequently  enriched 
with  a  kind  of  stiff  upright  foliage,  derived,  through  the 
Norman,  from  the  Corinthian  acanthus^  or,  as  some 
think,  from  the  palm-leaves  of  Palestine.  This  foliage 
is  of  a  conventional  form,  and  cannot  certainly  be  referred 
to  any  particular  plant,  though  some  have  traced  it  to 
the  herb  geum.  It  is  usually  worked  with  remarkable 
depth  and  freedom,  frequently  standing  boldly  out,  and 
curling  downwards  again  in  thick  clusters  of  the 
most  beautiful  form,  as  in  the  Galilee  Porch  at  Ely, 
and  the  Transepts  of  York  Cathedral.*  The 
capitals  of  the  larger  colunms  often  differ  but  little 
from  later  examples.  We  find  very  deep  hollow 
mouldings  in  the  arches,  composed  of  groups  of  rolls, 
often  beaded  or  filleted,  alternating  with  cavettos  of 
three  quarters  of  a  circle,  and  presenting  beautiful 
varieties  of  light  and  shade ;  bases  hollowed  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  hold  water,  which  occur  in  no  other  style  ; 
long  and  narrow  lancet  windows,  without  mullions  or 

*  And  in  the  Nave  of  Skirbeck  and  Mooltou  Churches. 
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tracdry,  frequently  occurring  in  groups  of  two,  three, 
five,  or  even  seven,  with  the  central  light  often  elevated 
above  the  others.  The  larger  piers  generally  consist  of 
a  central  column  surrounded  by  detached  shafts,  and 
joined  under  common  bases  and  capitals ;  though  much 
plainer  forms  constantly  occur.  The  dripstones  usually 
have  a  hollow  moulding  underneath,  and  are  frequently 
tenninated  by  a  device  called  a  '  notch  head/  though 
this  is  also  found  in  Decorated  work.  The  roofs  and 
gables  (where  they  remain  as  at  Bourn  in  their  original 
state)  are  of  a  very  high  pitch ;  the  latter  are  sometimes 
pierced  with  circular,  triangular,  or  oval  apertures; 
though  these  commonly. occur  in  other  places  to  relieve 
any  large  surface  of  plain  walling,  and  especially  in 
spandril  spaces,  where  foliated  circles  are  frequently 
found.  Early  English  groining  is  plain  but  graceful^ 
usually  quadripartite^  with  deeply  moulded  ribs  having 
floriated  bosses  at  the  intersections,  and  often  springing 
from  slender  triple  shafts  or  flowery  corbels.  The  larger 
doorways  are  divided  by  a  shafl;  or  clustered  column, 
with  a  quatrefoil,  or  other  ornament  over  it ;  and  we 
frequently  find  plain  and  somewhat  heavy  octagonal 
pmnacle  turrets,  with  pyramidal  heads.  Trefoliated 
forms  are  a  great  characteristic  of  the  style;  trefoil* 
headed  arches,  for  instance,  constantly  occur;  and  in 
general,  combinations  of  three,  symbolising  the  Holy 
Trinity,  may  be  traced  in  almost  every  feature  during 
this  period.  The  moulding  called  the  dog-tooth  is  like- 
wise one  of  the  most  common  and  certain  marks  of  Early 
English  work ;  it  is  chiefly  found  in  hollows,  as  under 
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diipstoues^  or  in  rows  between  shafts  in  door  or  window- 
jambs.  It  is  doubtful  whether  battlements  were  as  yet 
introduced.  Arcades^  both  internal  and  external; 
drcnlar,  or  Catherine-wheel  windows ;  bands  or  fillets^ 
either  in  the  middle  or  in  several  equidistant  points  of 
the  shafts,  often  in  continuation  of  string-courses,  which 
seem  to  bind  and  gird  them  fast  againstthe  walls ;  buttresses^ 
(placed  when  in  comers,  not  diagonally,  but  at  right 
angles  with  the  walls,)  often  with  pedimental  or  triangular 
heads  and  diamfered  edges,  and  sometimes  decreasing 
upwards  in  breadth  as  well  as  projection  at  the  set-offs ; 
these,  with  other  minor  peculiarities,  easily  attainable 
by  careful  study  are  distinetiTe  marics  of  this  elegant 
and  truly  beautiful  style. 

The  general  characteristics  of  Early  English 
buildings  are,  beautiful  and  highly-finished  workmanship, 
very  rarely  of  inferior  kind ;  grace,  consummate  taste, 
infinite  variety  of  device  and  ingenuity  of  construction, 
perfect  knowledge  of  effect,  and  lavish  but  not  excessive 
decoration  of  parts.  The  appearance  of  lightness  com- 
bined with  strength,  of  slender  yet  stable  ascendency,  in 
this  style  has  probably  never  been  surpassed  by  the 
architecture  of  any  age  or  any  country  in  the  world.  It 
may  be  useful  to  add,  that  probably  all  towers  of  this 
age  were  designed  to  carry  spires,  though  these  were  for 
the  most  part  of  wood  covered  with  lead,  as  at  Bourn,  and 
have  long  since  disappeared,  and  in  some  cases  were 
never  added." 

DECORATED   GOTHIC. 

Of  this  beautiful  period  of  Gothic,  Holbeach  is  a  com- 
plete example,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  other  churches 
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are  partly  of  this  date.  The  change  of  design  from  the 
latter  style  to  this  was  so  exceedingly  gradual,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  affix  any  precise  date  for  the  termination  of 
one  style  and  the  commencement  of  the  other.  It  is 
generally  considered  to  have  heen  introduced  ahout  the 
year  1280,  and  it  prevailed  until  nearly  the  close  of  the 
fourteenth  century.  Its  general  character  is  thus  described 
in  the  Oxford  Glossary  of  Architecture. 

"  The  most  prominent  characteristic  of  this  style  is  to 
be  found  in  the  windows,  the  tracery  in  the  heads  of 
which  is  always  either  geometrical,  in  circles,  quatrefoils, 
&c.  as  in  the  earlier  instances,  or  flowing  in  wavy  lines, 
as  in  the  later  examples ;  never  with  mullions  running 
perpendicularly  through  the  head  of  the  window^  as  in 
the  style  which  succeeded  to  it.  The  head  of  the  window 
itself  is  generally  an  equilateral  arch.  There  are  also 
some  very  fine  circular  windows  of  this  style.  The 
doorways  of  this  style  have  frequently  a  close  resemblance 
to  those  of  the  Early  English  :  they  are  indeed  so  much 
alike,  that  they  are  chiefly  distinguished  by  the  ornaments. 
A  triangular  or  an  ogee  canopy^  with  crockets  and  finials, 
is  frequently  used  over  the  doorways  and  windows  in 
the  richer  specimens  of  this  style.  Sometimes  a  series 
of  niches,  with  figures  in  them,  is  carried  up  the  sides 
and  round  the  head  of  the  doorway ;  and  sometimes 
foliated  tracery,  hanging  free  from  the  outer  edge  of  the 
arch  :  these  have  a  very  elegant  effect,  but  occur  only  in 
very  rich  specimens ;  they  are  more  commonly  used  in 
the  French  Flamboyant-style.  Over  these  doors  and 
windows  there  is  generally  a  dripstone^  supported  by 
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choir^  they  standi  and  lifting  up  their  hands^  all  at  once 
sing  the  sacred  hymns.  For  they  are  not  like  us  who 
require  many  hours  to  shake  off  sleep  from  our  heavy 
heads.  Then  as  soon  as  they  have  arisen,  they  stand 
up  and  sing  the  prophetic  hymns  with  much  harmony^ 
and  well  composed  tunes.  And  neither  harp  nor  pipe 
nor  other  musical  instrument  utters  such  sweet  melodies, 
as  you  hear  from  the  singing  of  these  saints  in  their 
deep  and  quiet  solitude*  And  the  songs  too  are  suitable, 
and  full  of  the  love  of  God.  And  when  the  day  is 
coming  on  they  take  rest  again;  then  having  performed 
their  morning  prayers  and  hymns,  they  proceed  to  the 
reading  of  the  Scriptures,  There  are  some  too  that 
have  learned  to  write  out  books,  each  having  his  own 
apartment  assigned  to  him,  where  he  lives  in  perpetual 
quiet;  no  one  is  trifling,  not  one  speaks  a  word.  Then 
at  the  third,  sixth,  and  ninth  hours,  and  in  the  evening 
they  perform  their  devotions,  having  divided  the  day 
into  four  parts,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  each  they  honour 
God  with  psalms  and  hymns."  Such  is  an  accoimt  of 
a  day  at  a  monastery  in  the  eai*Iy  ages  of  the  Church. 

In  the  next  century  we  have  some  few  historical 
glimpses  of  the  Parish  Churches  of  this  district.  The 
wealthy  lords  of  the  villages  were  induced  by  their 
spiritual  guides  to  build  churches  in  the  centre  of  their 
possessions,  and  they  generally  gave  the  advowson  to 
the  neighbouring  abbey..  In  this  manner  probably  were 
reared  most  of  the  Churches  of  Lincolnslui*e;  and  so 
rapidly  had  their  numbers  increased  prior  to  the  Norman 
Conquest,  that  we  find  it  stated  on  good  authority,  that 
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there  were  then  more  than twohundred^  without reckoniDg 
those  in  Lincoln,  or  Stamford,  or  the  Monasteries. 

These  Churches  were  probably  built  of  wood,  as  was 
customary  in  those  days,  and  we  therefore  cannot  now 
look  for  any  fragments  of  their  structures.  The  Danes 
in  the  ravages  which  they  made  in  this  country, 
at  various  times,  burnt  and  destroyed  several  of  the 
Abbeys,  and  probably  several  \illage  Churches.  Shortly 
after  the  Norman  Conquest,  however,  the  Church 
regained  her  wonted  ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the 
rude  warriors  of  the  nation,  and  by  the  judicious  exercise 
of  her  spiritual  influence  she  caused  tliem  to  dedicate  of 
their  substance  a  liberal  portion  in  building  Churches. 

The  Chief  Monastic  establishments  in  this  Division 
were  those  of  Cbotland  founded  by  St.  Guthlac,  Boston 
by  St.  Botolph,  Spalding  by  Thorald,  Swineshead  by 
Robert  Gresley,  and  Freiston  by  Alan  de  Croun. 

After  the  conquest,  the  introduction  in  these  Monas^ 
teries  of  the  Dissenting  Principle  of  freedom  from  the 
control  of  the  Bishop,  led  to  those  abuses  which  brought 
on  their  sudden  and  utter  destruction  by  King  Henry 
Vni.  "  The  first  Abbey  which  was  exempted  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  was  Battle  Abbey,  founded  by 
the  conqueror,  and  privileged  in  this  extraordinary 
manner  by  his  Charter.  From  this  example  others 
were  led  either  to  purchase  the  same  privilege  at  Rome, 
or,  to  forge  old  charters  pretending  to  give  their  abbeys 
such  privileges  at  some  period  before  the  conquest 
Thus  the  popes  began  to  establish  an  interest  for  them- 
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filled  with  some  ornament :  in  the  interior  an  ogee  canopy 
is  sometimes  used,  instead  of  the  square  head ;  or  the 
paneling  which  forms  one  of  the  most  striking  marks  of 
this  style,  is  continued  quite  to  the  arch.  The  whole 
surface  of  the  walls,  both  within  and  without,  is  some- 
times covered  with  paneling,  which  produces  a  rich  and 
exuberant,  but  somewhat  frittered  and  tawdry  effect. 
Domical  roofs  to  the  turrets  are  also  characteristic  of  this 
style,  as  at  King's  college  chapel.  Another  ornament 
peculiar  to  this  style  is  the  figure  of  an  angel  with 
expanded  wings  supporting  a  shield,  or  as  a  corbel,  or 
a  row  of  them  in  a  cornice  :  the  rose  and  portcullis  of 
Henry  the  Seventh  also  very  firequently  occur:  the 
ornament  called  the  Tudor-flower,  resembling  an  oak  or 
strawberry  leaf,  is  also  frequently  found  as  a  finish  to 
the  cornice  of  rich  screen-work,  or  over  niches,  &c. 
as  in  St.  Mary's,  Oxford.  The  Perpendicular  style 
commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
prevailed  throughout  the  fifteenth,  and  in  the  early  part 
of  the  sixteenth." 

Having  thus  hastily  glanced  over  the  various  styles 
of  Gothic  Architecture,  we,  in  conclusion,  beg  to  recom- 
mend those  of  our  readers  who  feel  interested  in 
Ecclesiology,  to  study  carefuUy  the  rich  materials  to  be 
found  in  the  whole  of  these  edifices. 
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F  the  many  village  Churches  in  this  district  of 
Lincolnshire,  that  of  Algarkirke  has  perhaps 
the  most  picturesque  and  pleasing  appearance. 
The  park-like  grounds  tliat  surround  it  have  been  laid  out 
in  good  taste,  the  effect  has  been  well  and  successfully 
studied,  and,  although  it  cannot  boast  of  much  splendour 
in  architecture,  still,  its  plain  and  otherwise  unattractive 
exterior  is  relieved  and  improved  by  the  natural  beauties 
around. 

It  consists  of  a  Nave  with  north  and  south  Aisles, 
Transepts  with  west  Aisles,  Chancel,  and  a  south 
Porch.  Above  the  intersection  of  the  nave  with  the 
transepts  rises  a  short  square  Tower.  The  Architecture 
is  mixed ;  the  transepts  and  lower  part  of  the  tower 
being  of  that  style  denominated  Decorated  Gothic ;  and 
the  nave,  aisles,  chancel,  and  porch>  Transition  aiid 
Perpendicular. 

The  windows  of  the  Aisles  are  divided  into  three 
lights  by  mullions  having  trefoiled  heads  and  trefoiled 
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tracery ;  over  these  windows  is  a  plain  mou  (led  comic  e, 
and  above  this  an  embattled  parapet.    The  Clerestory 
has  te^  Perpendicular  windows  on  each  side  without 
tracery ;  the  label  is  continued  from  window  to  w  indow, 
and  the  cornice  carried  round  the  west  end  of  the  nave 
and  the  north  clerestorv  :  these  walls  liave  also  an  cmbat- 
tied  parapet.     The  west  front  of  the  Nave  has  a  large 
Transition  window  witli  a  transom  evidently  inserted 
since  it  was  first  finislied.     The  South  Transept  has  a 
large  Decorated  window  in  front,  divided  into  seven 
lights ;  which  has  been  restored  after  the  original  design 
and  a  transom   added.      It   has  also  three  clerestory 
windows  on  tlie  west  side,  hiuiilai*  to  tliosc  in  the  nave. 
The  windows  on  the  east  side  have  teen  long  ones,  but 
are  now  walled  up.     The  walls  have  also   the  cornice 
and  embattled  parapet,  but  are  a  little  higher  tlian  these 
of  the  nave.     The  Transept  on  the  Nortli  side  is  similar 
to  this,  but  tlie  front  window  is  of  a  different  pattern. 
The  Chancel  appears  to  have  been  repaired  at  the  time 
when  the  nave  was  rel)uilt ;  the  top  part  is  brick  and 
plaster,  having  the  old  stone  cornice,  ornamented  with 
bosses  and  heads,  and  a  plain  brick  parapet  with  stone 
moulded  coping.     There  are  four  windows  on  each  side, 
of  mixed  Architecture ;  one  in  the  south  wall  is  blocked 
up.     The  eastern  window  is  a  large  one  in  the  Perpen- 
dicular style.     This,  with  the  others  at  the  end  of  the 
nave  and  ti*ansepts  have  beautiful  specunens  of  Gothic 
tracery,  of  the  various  peiiods  of  their  erection ;  the 
Tower  is  rather  low ;  the  bell-chamber  is  be>Tlled  at  the 
angles^  and  has  a  louvre-boarded  window  in  each  front ; 
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tte  label  continued  from  each,  willi  an  ornamented  cornice 
and  embattled  projecting  parapet.  From  the  roof  rises  a 
short  polygonal  Spire  formed  of  wood.  The  whole  of  the 
roofs  ai*e  covered  ynth  lead,  except  that  of  the  chancel, 
which  is  tiled.  Tlie  arch  over  the  entrance  to  the  South 
Porch  is  roimd,  occasioned  by  the  sides  bulging,  and 
the  top  consequently  sinking. 

The  Interior  allhouj^h  plain  has  a  neat  appearance ; 
the  Aisles  are  separated  from  the  nave  by  five  pointed 
Ai'ches :  several  of  the  pillai's  supporting  these  have 
can  ed  capitals.  The  roofs  are  plain  and  open.  The 
Chancel  is  spoiled  by  the  modem  low  plastered  ceiling. 
In  the  South  wall  are  Sedilia  for  two  priests  with  two 
Lavatories  attached,  and  opposite  is  a  Lockyer.  At  the 
east  side  of  the  noith  transept  is  the  Vestry,  which  ap* 
pears  to  have  been  a  Chapel.  At  the  east  end  d*  the 
south  wall  of  the  other  transept  is  a  Lavatory,  and  at  the 
west  end  of  the  same  wall  is  another  Lockyer.  Several 
of  the  windows  contain  pieces  of  stained  glass,  particularly 
the  north  windows  of  tlie  chancel,  where  are  perfect  re- 
mains of  various  armorial  bearings. 

The  staircase  to  the  Bell-chamber  is  (ratlier  unusually) 
a  wooden  one,  and  is  placed  in  the  south  transept. 

There  are  five  bells ;  on  the  wooden  fi'ame  work  is 
the  date  1 662.  At  the  west  end  of  the  nave  is  a  small 
plain  octagonal  Font  on  a  square  step,  raised  above  the 
floor,  with  an  ogee  top.  The  pulpit,  pews,  &c.  are  of 
common  tasteless  form,  and  the  altar-piece  is  as  generally 
out  of  character,  being  in  the  Corinthian  Grecian  style,  and 
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the  aQcient  Screen  and  Roodloft  have  totally  disappeared. 

On  the  floor  of  the  chancel  is  a  Monument^  on  which  is 
carved  a  full-length  figure  of  a  man  in  alto-relievo ;  the 
inscription  above  the  head  is  totally  illegible,  but  Stukeley 
the  eminent  Antiquarian,  states  it  to  represent  Earl 
Algar,  from  whom  the  parish  took  its  name.  He  is 
rendered  famous  for  the  battle  he  fought  in  870  witli 
the  Danes,  whom  we  are  told  embarked  on  the  Hmnber, 
and,  sailing  to  Lincolnshire,  landed  at  Humberstone  in 
Lindsey. 

"From  this  period  language  cannot  describe  their 
devastations;  it  can  only  repeat  the  words  plunder, 
murder,  rape,  famine,  and  distress.  It  can  only  enume- 
rate towns,  villages,  churches,  and  monasteries,  harvests, 
and  libraries,  ransacked  and  burnt.*' 

"After  destroying  the  monastery  and  slaying  all  the 
monks  of  Bardney,  they  employed  the  summer  in 
desolating  the  country  around  with  sword  and  fire. 
About  Michaelmas  they  crossed  the  Witham,  and  enter- 
ed the  district  of  Kesteven  with  the  same  dismal 
ministers  of  fate.  The  Sovereign  of  the  country  made 
no  ejSbrt  of  defence  j  but  a  patriotic  few  attempted  to 
procure  for  themselves  and  the  rest  that  protection  which 
their  government  did  not  impart." 

**The  brave  Earl  Algar,  in  September  drew  out  the 
youth  of  Holland ;  his  two  seneschals,  Wibert  and  Leo- 
fiic,  assembled  from  Deeping,  Langtoft  and  Boston, 
300  valiant  and  well  appointed  men ;  200  more  joined 
him  from  the  Croyland  Monastery.    They  were  com- 
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posed  of  fugitives  and  were  led  by  Tolius,  who  had 
assumed  the  cowl ;  but  who  previous  to  his  entering 
the  sacred  profession  had  been  celebrated  for  Ids 
military  character." 

They  were  also  accompanied  by  Moscard  Lord  of 
Brunne  (Bourn)  and  his  family ;  Osgot  the  Sheiiflf  of 
Lincohi,  who  collected  500  more  irom  tlie  mhabitants  of 
the  county,  and  altogether  they  amounted  to  about  3000 
in  number.  "On  the  feast  of  St.  Maurice  they  attacked 
the  advanced  bands  of  the  Northmen  with  such  aus- 
picious bravery  that  they  slew  three  of  their  kings  and 
many  of  their  soldiers.  They  chased  the  rest  to  the 
gates  of  their  entrenchments,  and  notwithstanding  a 
fierce  resistance,  they  assailed  these  till  the  advance  of 
night  compelled  the  valiant  Earl  to  call  off  his  noble 
army." 

"With  an  unpropitious  celerity  the  other  kings  of  the 
Northmen  who  had  spread  themselves  over  the  country 
to  plunder  it,  Godrun,  Bacseg,  Oskitul,  Halfden,  and 
Amend,  together  with  Frena,  Ingwar,  Ubbo,  and  the  two 
Sidrocs,  hastened  during  the  night  to  reunite  their  bands 
in  the  camp :  an  immense  booty  and  a  nmnerous 
multitude  of  women  and  children,  their  spoil,  accom- 
panied them." 

"The  news  of  this  arrival  disheartened  the  English 
and  caused  many  of  them  to  flee ;  the  Earl  however  on 
the  morrow  arranged  his  diminished  forces  with  skill 
and  economy,  and  until  the  evening,  kept  the  Northmen 
at  bay,  who  had  spent  their  darts  in  vain.     Their  horse- 

c. 
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men  were  wearied  with  the  ineffectual  toil  of  the  day 
and  dieir  whole  army,  despairing  of  success,  in  feigned 
confusion  withdrew.  Elated  at  the  sight  of  the  retreating 
foe,  the  English  quitting  their  array,  sprang  foi'ward  to 
complete  their  conquest.  In  vain  their  hoary  leaders 
expostulated ;  in  vain  proclaimed  ruin  if  they  separated. 
Intoxicated  with  the  prospect  of  unhoped-for  success, 
they  forgot  tliat  it  was  the  skill  of  their  commanders, 
which  more  than  their  own  braver)^  had  protected  them, 
they  forgot  tlie  fewness  of  their  numbers,  and  the  yet 
immense  superiority  of  their  foes ;  they  saw  flight,  and 
they  thought  only  of  victor3%  Dispersed  in  their  eager 
pursuit,  they  displayed  to  the  Northern  chiefs  a  certain 
means  of  conquest.  Suddenly  the  Pagans  rallied,  and 
rusliing  upon  the  scattered  English,  surrounded  tliem  on 
every  side."  "For  a  while  Algar,  the  undaunted  Algar, 
and  the  self-devoting  Tolius,  with  the  other  chiefs,  dis- 
creet, even  in  tlie  midst  of  approaching  ruin,  by  gaining 
a  little  eminence  protracted  their  fate." 

"But  the  possibility  of  victory  had  vanished ;  the  six 
chiefs  beheld  their  followers  falling  fast  around :  death 
approached  themselves ;  raised  upon  the  bodies  of  tJieir 
friends  they  returned  wound  for  wound,  until,  fainting 
under  innumerable  wounds,  they  expired  upon  the 
corses  of  their  more  impetuous  companions." 

This  monument  however,  (if  it  is  really  intended  to 
represent  the  Earl,)  could  not  have  been  executed  until 
three  or  fotu:  centuries  after  the  events  related  above, 
for  the  sculpture  is  plainly  of  that  period. 
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There  are  several  slabs  in  the  floors  of  the  transepts, 
some  with  the  brasses  still  remaining  on  them,  but  the 
inscriptions  and  dates  have  disappeared. 

In  the  chancel  in  one  of  the  North  windows  a  marble 
Monument  records  the  death  of  Raffela  Boothby,  daughter 
of  Charles  (third  son  of  Sir  Wm.  and  Dame  RaiSela 
Boothby,)  and  of  Marianne  Catharine  liis  wife  (third 
daughter  of  tlie  Rev.  Basil  Bcridge  and  Dorothy  liis 
Wife,)  bom  April  23rd,  1822;  Died  Jan.  21st  1826. 

Cold  and  still  and  breathless  now. 

Playful  childhood  rests  below ! 

Four  Summers  saw  her  beauties  rise, 

And  tinged  her  cheeks  with  vermil  dyes, 

Bumish'd  her  tresses  golden  hue, 

And  touched  her  eyes  with  brighter  blue, 

But  the  fourth  Winter's  ruthless  power 

Wither'd  the  plant  and  smote  the  flower. 

The  promise  her  bright  dawn  bespoke 

Human  sorrow  mourns  as  broke ! 

But  sorrow  like  the  ocean's  tide — 

Can  bear  Heaven's  voice,  tho'  none  beside, 

And  Heaven  mov'd  by  the  parents'  cry, 

Whisper'd  the  healing  remedy. 

And  bade  despair's  wild  tempest  cease. 

And  stiird  it  with  these  words  of  peace  ! 

'^But  Jesus  said.  Suffer  the  little  children ;  and  forbid  them 
not  to  come  unto  me,  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." 

St.  Matt.  XIX.   14. 

In  the  chancel  are  also  the  following  monuments  of 
the  Beridge  family.  Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the  Rev. 
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Basil  Bury  Beridge,  Patron  and  Rector  of  Algarkirk 
cum  Fosdyke,  and  Prebendary  of  Sleaford  in  the  Church 
of  Lincoln,  who  died  Feb.  25th,  1808,  aged  71  years. 
Also  of  liis  first  Wife  Dorothy  Beridge,  daughter  of  Henry 
Gladwin  Esq.  of  Stubbing  in  the  county  of  Derby,  who 
died  June  4th  1 792  aged  56  years.  Also  of  Francis 
Beridge  his  second  daughter,  who  died  October  10th 
1808  aged  13  years,  and  whose  remains  are  interred  in 
the  Church  of  Abbot's  Leigh  in  the  County  of  Somerset. 
This  monument  in  testimony  of  her  affection  and 
respect  to  their  memory  is  erected  by  Ids  widow 
Dorothy  Beridge,  daughter  of  John  Taufield  Esq.  of 
Carthorpe  in  the  County  of  York. 

Leonardus  Beridge,  S.  T.  P.  vicaris  de  Sutterton,  obiit 
Imo.  Aprilis  1791,  JEtai  53. 

To  the  memory  of  John  Beridge,  M .  B.  late  of  Derby, 
son  of  the  Rev.  John  Beridge,  who  died  Oct  1 7th  1 788, 
in  the  46th  year  of  his  age,  after  a  lingering  illness, 
which  he  supported  with  religious  fortitude  and  resigna- 
tion :  this  marble  is  erected  by  his  disconsolate  widow, 
Martha  daughter  of  George  Backston,  of  Bradbum,  in 
the  County  of  Derby,  Esq. 

These  hallow'd  stones  an  English  heart  infold 
Warm,  tender,  steady,  simple,  just,  and  bold; 
A  Christian,  who  obey*d  his  Saviour's  law, 
To  man  with  charity,  to  Ood  with  awe. 
This  tribute  Beridge  !  to  thy  tomb  is  due. 
Pure  as  thy  virtues,  as  thy  friendship  true. 
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Near  this  monument  lie  the  remains  of  the  Rev. 
Basil  Beridge,  Rector  and  Patron  of  this  church,  who 
died  the  2nd  of  November,  1678,  aged  65  years. 

Goodeth  the  relict  of  Basil  Beridge,  who  died  the 
25th  of  November  1681. 

The  Rev.  Basil  Beridge,  M.  A.  who  died  28th  of 
December,  1686  aged  25  years. 

Ann  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Barbara  Beridge, 
who  died  the  27th  of  April,  1693,  aged  4  years. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Beridge,  Rector  and  Patron  of  this 
church,  who  died  the  2nd  of  December  1693,  aged 
35  years. 

The  Rev.  Basil  Beridge,  Rector  and  Patron  of  this 
church,  who  difed  the  13th  of  October  1739,  aged 
63  years. 

Charles  Williamson,  son  of  Charles  and  Lettice  Beridge, 
who  died  the  7th  of  October  1 744,  in  his  infancy. 

The  Rev.  John  Beridge,  Vicar  of  Worthington,  co. 
Essex,  son  of  Basil  Beridge,  who  died  the  18th  of 
October,  1 744,  aged  32  years. 

Mary  the  relict  of  Basil  Beridge,  who  died  the  10th 
of  January,  1 762,  aged  65  years. 

Basil  Beridge,  late  of  Pinchbeck,  Esq.  who  died  the 
27th  of  February  1 752,  aged  44  years. 

Lettice  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Beridge  L.  L.  D. 
who  died  the  6th  of  November,  1778,  aged  63  years. 

U.  S.  Caroli  Beridge  L.  L.  D.  hujus  ecclesiae  rectoris 
qui  obiit  die  12  Junii,  Ano  Domini  1782,  iEtat  71. 
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In  the  other  parts  of  the  Church  are  memorials  to 
the  memory  of  John  Skcrritt  and  Mary  his  Wife. 

Thomas  Knott,  sen.  who  died  November  8th  1 722. 
Thomas  Knott,  jon.  who  died  the  18th  of  March  1 722. 

Robert  Jefferson,  and  the  Rev.  Jacob  Jefferson  and 
Sarah  his  wife.  Rev.  J.  Jefferson,  only  son  of  the  Rev, 
Jacob  Jefferson,  Curate  of  Algarku'ke  cum  Fosdyke,  who 
died  21st  July,  1789. 

Blessings  attend  thee,  dear  departed  shade  ; 

We  lov'd  thee  living,  and  we  mourn  thee  dead : 

Tho'  thou  art  gone,  thy  mem'ry  shall  remain  ; 

Our  loss  we  trust  is  thy  eternal  gain. 

Mary  Michael,  Spinster,  who  died  Nov  19th  1782, 
aged  69.     Fili  Dei  misereri  mei. 

In  the  South  Transept. 

Charles,  son  of  Leonard  Goodhand,  gent  who  died 
22nd  May,  1692.  Elizabeth  Goodhand,  9th  March, 
1694.  Leonaid  Goodhand,  1689,  aged  39.  Jane 
Goodhand,  October,  1703. 

Sarah  wife  of  Thomas  Pulvertoft,  bmied  Dec.  1612. 
Dorcas  Watson,  6th  July,  1717. 

There  is  also  a  tablet  on  the  east  wall,  but  the 
inscription  is  rendered  illegible  by  a  coat  of  paint. 

Near  the  South  Door. 

Susanna  wife  of  John  Wheldon,  who  died  2nd  Jan. 
1798.      John  Wheldon,  19th  August,  1831. 

Alexander  Magnus,  of  Boston,  bom  16th  Feb.  1760, 
at  WeUs  in  Norfolk,  died  16th  Feb.  1819. 

By  the  grace  of  God  made  to  believe  in  Jesus. 
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Tbe  whole  of  the  Churclies  ki  the  County  of  Lmooln 
were  visited  about  the  yeafii  1640  or  1642,  by  Mr. 
Gebyase  Holles,  a  native  of  Grimsby,  whidi  place  he 
represented  in  several  parliaments,  but  was  suspended 
for  ^^  maldng  a  speedi  against  the  Scots'  propositions"  in 
164L  He  was  also  a  colonel  in  the  service  of  Charles 
the  First  in  1638  and  1630.  His  maauscript  notes  are 
preserved  in  the  British  Museum  and  are  very  valuable, 
for  in  most  cases  the  monuments,  slabs,  brasses,  painted 
glassy  &c.  have  since  disappeared. 

He  has  the  following  memorandums  on  this  church : 

Ex  utraque  parte  Fenestrarum  Superiorum* 

Orate  pro  bono  stata  Nichole  Robertson  de  Algerkirke  ; 
Mercatoris  Stapuls  Villse  Calicae,  et  Isabella  consords  suse^ 
qui  fieri  fecerunt  istas  Fenestras  suis  sumptibus,  tarn  in 
lapidatione  quam  in  vitreatione  Anno  Dm  1492. 

Obiit  Nicholaus,  26o.  die  Martii  1498:  Altera  uxor 
Alicia  sepulta  in  Ecclia  Scti.  Botolphi  in  Boston  12o  die 
Septembris  Anno  1458. 

Tamulua  marmoreus-  cere  ci/kumscriptus. 
Scis  Ihesn  Christe  quod  non  jaeet  hie  lapis  iste 
Corpus  ut  ometnr  sed  spiritos  ut^iemoretur^  » 

Quisquis  eris  qui  transieris  sta  perkge  plora> 
Sum  quod  eras  fueramque  quod  es  pro  me  jHrecor  onu* 
Ex  utraque.  parte  feneetrarum. 

Arg.  on  a  Chief  Oa.  a  Martlet  or.  over  aU  a  Bend' 

engrailed. Robertson. 

Arg.  8.  Maces  Sa. — ^Ex  utraque  parte PvUvertoft. 

In  Charo  bareali. 

Orate  pro  aia  Tho.  Robertson  quondam  Mercatoris  Stapulae 

Yille  Calidae,  qui  obiit  27o.  die  Mali  Anno  Dni   1531,  et 

Elizabeths  uxoris  ejus  quse  obiit  25o.  die  Aprilis  Anno  1495, 

et  Maris  uxoris  anis  qu®  obiit  2o.  die  Julii  Anno  Dni  1502. 

*Thi8  yet  remains  in  good  preservation. 
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Here  lyeth  John  Saunders,  Citizen  and  Draper  of  London, 
Merchant  of  the  Staple  of  Calice,  who  died  the  10th  of 
September,  1507. 

Statua  cajusdam  religiosi  in  cemetario. 
Campanile  in  media  erectum  cum  pyramide  plumbo  cooperta. 
In  the  Public  Records  there  is  a  compilation,  called 
*  Valor  Ecclesiasticus,'  formed  to  carry  into  effect  '  An 
Act  passed  by  the  Parliament  which  began  to  sit  on  the 
third  of  Noyember,  in  the  26th  of  Henry  8th,'  (a.  d. 
1534.)  From  this  we  learn  that  before  the  Reformation 
there  were  two  Chantries  attached  to  Algarkirke  church, 
one  dedicated  in  honor  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  of  the  clear 
value  of  £5. 2s.  3d.  of  which  Wm.  Wright  was  chaplain ; 
and  the  other  belonged  to  Thomas  Robertson,  of  which 
Thomas  Gull  was  chaplain,  and  was  charged  with  the 
yearly  payment  to  the  poor  of  13s.  4d.  by  the  said 
Thomas  Robertson.     Its  clear  value  was  £5.  Ss.  3d. 

J  ohn  Haddynham,  Abbot  of  the  Monastery  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  at  Swineshead,  held  tenements  &c.  in  Algarkirke  of 
the  yearly  value  of  Ids.  lOd.  John  Baptista  Portynare  was 
Rector  and  the  clear  yearly  value  of  the  Uving  was  £50. 18s.  1  d. 

In  the  time  of  Edward  1st,  ^^the  Abbot  of  Croyland  held 
nine  bovates  of  land  in  eleemosynary  of  the  gift  of  the  Count 
of  Richmond.^' 

The  Rev.  B.  Beridge  is  now  the  Patron  of  the  Living, 
which  appears  to  have  been  chiefly  in  the  Beridge 
family  during  the  last  200  years. 

The  Parish  Registers  begin  about  the  year  1698, 
when  it  is  particularly  stated  that  the  bodies  were 
buried  in  "  woollen  only. "  The  book  of  Homilies  is 
preserved  in  the  Parish  Chest.  The  church  is  dedicated 
in  honor  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  is  kept  in  very  good 
repair,  and  is  particularly  clean. 
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BENINGTON  CHURCH. 
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SENINGTON. 


I^^HE  view  of  this  Chtirch,  when,  after  leaving  the? 
»  high  road,  you  ecppraa^ch  it  by  a  footpath,  is  very 
picturesque  and  pleasing.  Embowered  in  trees^  it  seems^ 
to  repose  in  holy  calmness,  a  fit  resting-place  of  the' 
dead : — ^it  seems  to  inspire  reflection  on  the  past  and  td 
suggest  patience  and  hope  for  the  future.  Having 
approached  hearer,  you  find  its  west  fi-ont  before  you,  and 
although  the  weight  of  centuries  is  upon  it,  yet  its  sub- 
stantial masonry  still  rears  its  head  to  heaven  as  true 
and  as  upright  as  at  first,  when  the  multitude  of  graves 
below  were  unoccupied. 

Except  the  Chancel,  this  chiirtoh  is  a  good  Specimen 
of  Perpendicular  Gothic,  and  consists  of  a  Nave, 
North  and  South  Aisles,  ^Porch,  Chanctel,  and  a  Towet 
Steeple. 

llie  Chancel  has  been  part  of  an  earlier  erection,  th^ 
the  north  wall  being  in  the  Eai'ly  £ngiish  style,  having 
four  lancet  windows,  two  of  which  are  however  blocked 
up;  above  these  are  several  corbels  in  the  same 
6tyle.     The  east  and  north  walls  were  rebuilt  with  the 
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Other  parts  of  tlie  Church ;  the  east  end  has  strong 
buttresses  at  the  angles,  and  a  large  window,  divided 
by  mullions  into  five  lights,  with  tracery ;  the  south  wall 
is  pierced  with  four  \iindows  of  three  lights  each,  with 
tracery  nearly  similar  to  the  ^nndows  of  the  Nave ;  the 
roof  has  plainly  been  much  liigher,  the  label  of  it  still 
remaining  on  the  east  wall  of  the  nave,  which  was  only 
repaired  at  the  top  part. 

The  Aisles  have  square-headed  window^s  with  a  centre 
mullion  and  trefoiled  tracery ;  the  side  walls  are  divided 
into  six  compartments  by  buttresses,  wiih  buttresses  at 
tlie  angles;  the  west  window  of  the  north  aisle,  and 
the  east  and  west  windows  of  the  south  aisle,  have 
also  pointed  aiches,  with  tracery  of  a  Transitioii 
Character. 

The  Clerestory  or  Nave  windows  are  six  in  number 
on  each  side,  with  a  continued  label  moulding :  above 
the  windows  is  a  cornice  and  embattled  parapet ;  at  the 
north  east  angle  is  an  octangular  turret,  having  a  short 
polygonal  stone  spire ;  in  this  tmret  are  constructed  the 
ptairs  that  led  to  the  ancient  rood-loft ;  the  aperture  at 
the  apex  of  the  gable  at  the  east  end  of  the  nave,  for 
the  Sanctus  Bell,  has  been  destroyed,  but  the  cross  that 
surmounted  it  stiU  remains.  ^ 

The  Tower  has  buttresses  near  the  angles,  divided  by 
weatherings  into  three  divisions :  under  the  first  slope  of 
the  whole  is  a  small  triangular  canopy  with  finial  and 
bosses  J  the  doorway  to  the  west  front  has  the  jambs 
ornamented  with  quatrefoiled  circles,  and  small  but^ 
tresses,  on  each  side,  which  have  had  carved  pinnacles 
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to  them ;  next  to  these  are  niches  with  perpendicular 
canopies ;  above  the  door  is  a  large  i^indow  with  good 
tracery ;  over  this  is  a  string  course  running  round  the 
tower,  buttresses,  and  under  the  Belfiy  windows,  which 
have  a  centre  muUion  and  a  transom  j  the  cornice  is 
embellished  with  bosses  and  gargoyles,  and  the  para* 
pet  has  been  embattled,  but  the  embrasures  are  now 
bricked  up. 

The  Interior  is  pleasing,  but  the  first  attraction  is 
the  stone  octagonal  Font,  (see  plate)  cmiously  and 
richly  carved.  It  is  raised  on  three  steps  having  seats  or 
stoles  on  the  south  and  west  *  sides ;  each  face  of  the 
pedestal  has  a  figure  of  an  Ecclesiastic  under  a  canopy, 
with  crockets  and  finial ;  the  angles  have  double  but- 
tresses and  above  these  is  an  ornamented  cornice,  fi'om 
which  spring  animals  supporting  the  projection  of  the  body 
or  bowl.  The  divisions  of  this,  (except  the  eastern  one 
whereon  the  artist  has  attempted  to  represent  the  Deity 
holding  a  crucifix  between  his  knees  and  two  angels 
censing  him,)  is  again  subdivided,  and  the  compartments 
contain  under  the  same  description  of  canopies,  figures 
of  all  the  Saints  to  whom  the  Church  is  dedicated ;  be- 
tween the  figures  are  small  pinnacled  buttresses  and  the 
angles  have  also  buttresses  with  pinnacles ;  but  the  top 
is  modem  and  fixed  to  the  font. 

The  Aisles  are  separated  firom  the  nave  by  six  pointed 
arches  on  octagonal  pillars ;  the  roof  is  plain  and  open : 
between  the  principals  and  above  the  windows  are  full- 
length  figures  of  angels  with  shields,  and  at  the  west  end 
of  the  nave  is  a  small  singing  galler^% 
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Part  of  the  screen  remains ;  the  painting  aboVe  it 
with^^the  Royal  Arms  is  rather  better  done  than  is  usual 
in  Village  Churches. 

The  Chancel  has  had  a  stone  roof,  the  springmg  or 
vaultmg  being  preserved  with  tfie  north  waD :  in  the  south 
wall  are  sedilia  and  layatories,  and  square  recesses,  and  on 
the  north  side  against  a  blank  door  is  a  loc&yer. — ^In 
this  wall  is  a  recess,  with  a  pointed  arch  over  it;  this 
was  most  Kkely  the  "Easter  Sepulchre,"  which  was  used 
for  the  reception  of  the  elements  consecrated  on  Maun- 
day  Thursday,  till  the  celebration  of  High  Mass,  on 
Easter  Sunday.  On  these  occasions  the  Arches  had 
usually  a  temporary  wooden  erection  ovef  them.  The 
Sepulchre  at  Heckington  Church,  in  this  county  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  finest  specimens  in  England. 

In  the  floor  are  several  slabs,  but  the  whole  of  the 
brasses  are  gone ;  one  is  exceedingly  large,  and  appears 
to  have  been  covered  with  ornaments  and  inscription.  In 
the  year  1715  alncmgst  the  painted  glass  in  the  windows 
was  a  head  of  William  of  Wainfleet,  and  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Parish  have  a  Tradition,  that  the  above  slabs  re- 
lated to  him  or  to  his  family.  He  was  ehosen  Bishop  of 
Winchester  in  1447,  and  his  enthronement  was  honored 
by  the  presence  of  King  Henry  6th,  who  had  employed 
him  in  affairs  of  critical  importance,  and  who  afterwards 
appointed  him  lord  high  chancellor.  He  was  the  foimder 
of  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford,  of  the  Grammar  School 
of  his  native  town,  Wainfleet,  and  was  a  great  benefact(»? 
io  Eton  College  and  Winchester  Cathedral. 
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In  the  south  wall  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  aisle  is 
a  Lavatory,  and  several  Early  English  corbels,  similar  to 
those  on  the  outside  of  the  chancel,  are  fixed  in  the 
walls  of  the  interior  of  the  church. 

The  whole  of  the  painted  glass  is  gone  except  a  few 
small  pieces ;  many  of  the  windows  are  glazed  in  the 
lozenge  form,  but  the  others  have  been  repaired  after 
the  inappropriate  square  pattern. 

On  a  board  in  the  North  Aisle  is  the  following  "account 
of  money  and  lands  given  to  the  Poor  of  Benington.'^ 


'^Robert  Cannock  gave  6s.  8d.  to  be  paid  out  of  one  acre  of 
land  lying  in  the  Cock  nook.  Tho.  Blythe  gave  6s.  8d.  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  land  of  now  Rd.  Falkner  lying  in 
Benington.  All  these  above  mentioned  to  be  paid  on^Plow 
Monday.  The  Corporation  gave  IDs.  to  be  paid  at  Easter. 
John  Cockier  gave  5s.  to  bepaid  on  Ascension  Day  oat  of  land 
now  Wm.  Purrill.  John  Willoby  Esqr.  gave  6s.  8d.  to  be  paid 
on  Ascension  Day  out  of  the  lands  of  now  Thomas  Wright, 
two  acres  of  low  field  between  the  lands  of  Peter  Hendurix 
South  and  the  Executors  of  William  Westland  North  and 
Highway  West.  Richard  Toinblin  gave  Scot-pit  House 
and  3  roods  of  Pasture-ground  to  the  poorest  widow  in 
Benington  during  her  life  and  then  to  the  next  poorest 
widow  and  so  on.  John  Gilbert  gave  5  acres  of  Pasture 
ground,  John  Brotherton  and  Madam  Thornton  North 
and  East,  William  Westland  South,  and  Highway  West/ 
Bought  of  John  Pinchbeck  2a.  2r.  of  Pasture  ground,  Peter 
Hendurix  South,  John  Williamson  North  and  a  Highway 
East  and  West.  Church  land  belonging  to  the  Sexton. — 
Scot-dike  West  and  Thomas  Hornby  East,  a  Cottage  House 

F. 
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in  tlie  Charch  End  and  a  Cottage  House  in  Rotten  Row* 
William  Aizleck  ou  the  North  and  East,  Jeremiah  Holmes 
South  and  a  Highway  West.  The  gift  of  Richard  Cowell  to 
the  Minister  of  Benington  and  his  successors  for  ever. — One 
messuage  or  tenement  and  shop  and  one  piece  of  ground  there- 
to belonging,  also  1  acre  and  a  half  of  land  lying  in  the  low 
field,  towards  the  maintenance  of  six  poor  children  at  ^chool 
of  the  said  Parish  of  Benington  as  the  Minister  and  Church- 
wardens and  their  successors  shall  think  fit.  Also  the  said 
Minister  and  Churchwardens  to  keep  the  house  and  shop 
and  two  gravestones,  in  repair." 

There  are  no  monuments  in  the  church,  but  in  the 
churchyard  on  a  gravestone  is  the  following  inscription : 

"Sacred  to  tlie  memory  of  Mr.  Wm.  Pmiill,  shopkeeper 
of  this  Palish,  who  died  Oct.  25,  1727,  Mt  67." 

^'Bequeathing  his  estates  for  the  endowment  of  a  school 
and  amply  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster, 
two  poor  men  and  two  poor  women,  belonging  to  this  and 
the  adjoining  Parish  of  Leverton,  for  ever,  and  denominating 
the  charity,  which  this  perishable  stone  can  but  feebly  record, 

Benington  Bede ." 

By  his  will  dated  31st  of  July  1725,  he  bequeathed  certain 
fi*eehold  lands  and  tenements  in  the  parishes  o^  Benington 
and  Leverton, 'Ho  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  School  and 
Bede,  as  follows,  viz.  for  the  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster, 
who  was  to  teach  all  the  children  of  Benington  aforesaid, 
without  reserve,  to  read  and  write,  and  to  instruct  them  in 
the  four  first  rules  in  arithmetic ;  and,  that  six  of  the  poorest 

*The  name  Rotten  Row  is  said  by  Camden  to  be  derived  from 
the  Saxon  Rotteren  to  muster- 
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children  of  the  parish  of  Leverton  aforesaid  should  have  all 
the  aforementioned  privileges,  that  the  rest  of  the  children 
of  Leverton  who  come  to  be  taught,  shall  pay  the  said  master 
for  learning  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  also  for  the  main- 
tenance of  one  poor  man  and  one  poor  woman  of  the  parish 
of  Benington,  and  one  poor  man  and  one  poor  woman  of 
the  parish  of  Leverton,  making  the  number  four  of  the  Bedc- 
people  beside  the  schoolmaster,*'  and  directed  ^^one  shilling 
per  week  to  each  of  the  five  Bede  persons  who  should 
inhabit  and  dwell  in  some  of  the  dwelling  houses,''  and 
specially  appointed,  ^'his  brother  Francis  Purrill,  and  his 
wife,  to  be  two  of  the  aforesaid  Bede  people/' 

The  trustees  nominated  by  Mr.  Purrill's  will  arc,  Hhe 
minister  and  churchwarden  of  the  parish  of  Benington  for 
the  time  being,  together  with  the  minister  of  Leverton,  the 
minister  of  Leake,  and  the  minister  of  Wrangle,  for  the  time 
being,  and  the  successors  of  them  for  ever." 

Mr.  Holies  has  the  following  notes  on  tibis  Church : 
In  Fenistris  Australi  Cancelli. 

Az.  a  chevron  ermine. 

Sable,  a  fesse  betw.  2  leopards'  faces  in  chief,  and  a  Fleur- 

de-lucein  base,  Arg. 
Arg.  a  chevron  between  3  garbs,  sable Darby. 

Orate  pro  aia.  Mr.  Robt.  KnoUe,  Rectoris  Ecclie.  de 
Benington,  gu^  istam  Fenestram  fedtjieri  Ano.  Dni.  1410. 

Sable,  gutty,  3  mortars,  Arg. 

Sable,  a  fesse  betw.  2  leopards'  faces  and  a  Fleur-de-luce,  Arg. 

Arg.  a  fesse  dancettee  betw.  3  cockatrices'  erased,  ^^.Tam  worth . 

The  fesse,  leopards'  faces,  and  fleur-de-luce,  Arg. 

3  Catharine  wheels,  a  border  engrailed. 
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The  fesse  leopards^  faces  &c. 
Or,  a  griffin  passant. 

Fenestra  Astral,  jujcta  ostium. 

Argent,  a  cbevron  sa.  charged  Tvith  3  mullets  pierced  of 
the  first,  between  as  many  lions^  heads,  erased,  gu. 
The  same. 

Ad  loca  stellata  due  nos  Katharina  beata. 

Gu.  3  Waterbougets,  arg Boos. 

-p        1  dJ^  chevron  ermine  between  3  cinquefoils,  arg. 
P        targ.  a  chevron  between  3  garbs  sa Darby^ 

Effigies  Willi.  Wainflet  Episc.  Winton. 

Lozengy  ermine  and  sable,   on  a  chief  of  the  last,  3  lilies 

slipped,  arg IVainJlet 

6u.  3  crosses  betonee  fitchee,  arg.  a  bordure,  Az. 

Arg.  a  saltier,  Az. 

Az.  semee  of  crosslets,  or  crosslets  betonee,  a  lion  rampant,  or. 

Az.  3  cinquefoils  pierced,  or Bardolfe. 

F        1  dJUfford  and  Beke  quarterly Wilhughby. 

P        I  Sa.a  bend  betw.  6  crosslets  hetoneeyaTg.Luffffuillers. 

11st  and  4th  Az.  a  saltier  engrailM  betw.  4  crosses 
betonee,  or Friskney, 
2nd.  and  3rd.  Arg.  on  a  chief,  g.  an  annulet,  or. 
over  all  a  bend  engrailed,  Az Leeke. 

Insignia  Rici.  Friskney  Arm.  qui  obiit  Anno  Dni.  1583. 
His  crest,  3  ostrich  feathers  or.  between  2,  gules* 

Sup.  sedilia  juxta  Cancellum. 


F      il  d  i^^S'  ^  Chevron  between  3  garbs  sa 

"*P    ^    iG.  3  garbs  Arg.  a  Bordure  bezantee. 

Idem  in  fenestra  orientali  ad  austrum. 


.Darby. 


I 
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From  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  we  learn  tliat,  "Twenty 
four  shillings  and  ten  pence  were  paid  yearly  to  the  Col- 
legiate Church  at  Tattershall  from  this  parish;  al3D 
5d.  from  land  of  Margarite  Derhy.  The  Abbey  of 
Croyland  held  lands  and  tenements  in  Benington  of  the 
yearly  value  of  12s.  4d ;  Andrew  Young  was  Rector ; 
the  clear  value  of  the  Li\dng  was  £33.  8s.  lOd;  and 
there  was  also  a  Chantry*  dedicated  in  honor  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  of  the  clear  value  of  £6.  Is.  8d.  of  which 
T.  Hugon  was  Chaplain." 

Of  the  Parish  of  Benington,  Domesday  has  tlie  follow- 
ing entries,  "Land  of  William  de  Wanen,  berewick  and 
soke  to  Carleton,  in  Beningtone  (Benington)  two  caru- 
cates  of  land  and  two  oxgangs  to  be  taxed.  Land  to  three 
ploughs.  Ten  oxgangs  are  inland,  and  one  carucatc,  soke 
of  this  manor.  There  is  one  plough  in  the  demesne, 
and  three  sokemen  and  one  bordar  have  one  plough, 
and  twenty  acres  of  meadow."  "In  Beninctun  (Bening- 
ton) Earl  Alan  claims  ten  oxgangs  of  land,  but  the 
juiy  of  the  wapentake  say  it  belongs  to  William  de 
Warren's  manor  of  Carletun  and  Earl  Harold  his 
antecessor  had  it." 

At  the  time  the  Testa  de  Nevill  was  taken  tlie  Earl 
of  Richmond  appears  to  have  had  most  of  the  land  in 
this  Parish,  for  "Rodolphus  de  Fenne  held  in  Benington 
two  carucates  of  land  of  John  de  Edlington  and  the 
same  John  of  the  manor  of  Richmond,  by  the  fourth  part 

''^In  the  Parish  is  a  piece  of  ground  called  Monk  Green  and  also 
another  inclosure  called  the  Chantry  Pasture. 
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of  a  knight's  fee.  "Warinus  Engajne  held  also  one 
knight's  fee  of  the  same  honor  in  this  and  other  villages." 
''The  same  Warinus  [and  Rodolphns  de  Quappelade 
(Whaplode)  held  also  seven  parts  of  one  knight's  fee 
of  Rodolphus  de  Fenne,  and  he  of  the  said  honor. 
Simon,  the  son^of  Philippa  and  Alan  de  Seldic,  held  in 
the  same  the  sixteenth  part  of  a  knight's  fee  of  Lambert 
de  Moleton  and  he  of  the  same  honor,  and  the  Count  of 
Richmond  of  the  King  in  capite.  Count  Brittany  held 
in  Benington  two  carucates  of  land  in  socage  by  free 
senice."  "Gunchard  the  son  of  Hugh  held  of  the  said 
Count  one  knight's  fee  in  Benington,  Leverton,  and 
Leeke."  "Andi-ew  de  Edlington  held  also  one  fourth 
part  of  a  fee  in  Benington.'' 

Upon  tlie  marriage  of  Ranulph  de  Blundeville  Earl  of 
Chester  with  the  heiress  of  the  House  of  Richmond,  the 
parish  passed  into  his  hands.  On  pretence  of  adultery  the 
Earl  was  divorced  from  his  wife,  and  he  then  married 
Clementina  daughter  of  Ralph  de  Fougers,  and  dying 
An.  Dni.  1 232,  left  her  Benington  for  her  jointure. 

In  the  5tli  Edward  HI.  Anno  Dni.  1332,  the  canons 
of  St.  Catharine's  Priory  in  Lincoln,  possessed  land  in 
the  parish,  and  had  free  waiTen  or  permission  from  the 
King  to  kill  game. 
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BICKER 


As  star  that  shines  dependent  upon  star 
Is  to  the  sky  when  we  look  up  in  love  ; 
As  to  the  deep  fair  ships^  which  though  they  move 
Seem  fixed^  to  eyes  that  watch  them  from  afar  j 
As  to  the  sandy  desert  fountains  are. 
With  palm-groves  shaded  at  wide  intervals^ 
Whose  fruit  around  the  sun-burnt  Native  falls 
Of  roving  tired  or  desultory  war- 
Such  to  this  British  Isle  her  Christian  Fanes, 
Each  linked  to  each  for  kindred  services  ; 
Her  Spires,  her  Steeple- towers,  with  glittering  vanes 
Far-kenned,  her  Chapels  lurking  among  trees. 
Where  a  few  Villagers  on  bending  knees 
Find  solace  which  a  busy  world  disdains. 

Wordsworth. 

It  inspires  a  pleasant  yet  melancholy  emotion^  in  weSkr 
ing  round  a  Village  Churchyard,  ''where  the  rude  fore- 
fathers' of  the  hamlet  sleep" — ^to  note  the  memorials  of 
the  departed;  the  last  tokens,  of  affection  which  have 
been  raised  to  the  memory  of  some  honoured  parent, 
loved  sister,   or  cherished  friend ; — ^the  variety  of  the 
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monuments  on  which  "their  names,  their  years,  spelt 
by  the  unlettered  Muse''  tell  of  the  infant  blossoming 
into  youth,  the  maiden  budding  into  womanhood, 
and  the  sire  frosted  by  age :  the  hopes,  the  schemes^ 
the  aflFections,  that  havfe  b&en  friCstrated,  severed,  and 
destroyed  by  the  unsparing  hand  of  death;  every 
hillock  reminding  us  of  the  mutability  of  all  things  in 
this  transitory  world,  and,  what  is  more  important,  of 
our  own '  impotence,  and  frailty,  and  littleness  in  the 
great  scale  of  creation. 

"  When  I  look  (says  Addison)  upon  the  tombs  of  the 
great,  every  emotion  of  envy  dies  within  me  j  when  I 
read  the  epitaphs  of  the  beautiful,  every  inordinate  desire 
goes  out ;  when  I  meet  with  the  grief  of  parents  upon 
a  tomb-stone,  my  heart  melts  with  compassion ;  when  I 
see  the  tomb  of  the  parents  themselves,  I  consider  the 
vanity  of  grieving  for  tliose  whom  we  must  quickly 
follow ;  when  I  see  kings  lying  by  those  who  deposed 
them  J  when  I  consider  rival  wits  placed  side  by  side ; 
or  the  holy  men  that  divided  the  world  by  their  contests 
pnd  disputes ;  I  reflect  with  sorrow  and  astonishment 
on  the  little  competitions,  factions  and  debates  of  man- 
kind. When  I  read  the  several  dates  of  the  tombs,  of 
some  that  died  yesterday,  and  some  six  hundred  years 
ago,  I  consider  that  great  day  when  we  shall  all  of  us 
he  contemporaries,  and  make  our  appearance  together.'* 

And  then  what  feelings  and  emotions  are  raised  at 
the  contemplation  of  the  guardian  of  the  place — ^the. 
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Church — ^that  silent,  yet  eloquent  sentinel  wliich  sum- 
mer after  sununer,  century  after  century,  watches  over 
the  slumhering  remains  around  ; 


u 


Our  energies,  our  deeds^  our  prayers. 
All  these  should  they  command, 
That  never  foe  may  lay  them  low. 

The  Churches  of  our  Land.*' 


Bicker  Church  consists  of  a  Nave,  with  North  and 
South  Aisles,  Chancel,  a  South  Porch,  and  Tower 
Steeple,  it  has  also  had  Transepts,  and  appears  to  have 
been  larger  towards  the  West.  The  Architecture  is 
mixed,  some  parts  being  Norman,  others  Early  English 
and  Decorated. 

The  Tower  has  a  louvre-boarded  belfry  window  in 
each  front,  above  which  is  a  plain  cornice  with  gargoyles, 
and  an  embattled  parapet  with  the  mouldings  continued 
round  the  embrasures ;  the  east  wall  of  the  chancel, 
which  is  out  of  the  perpendicular,  is  pierced  with  three 
Early  English  windows,  having  buttresses  of  two  stages 
each  between  them.  The  Aisles  are  separated  from  the 
Nave  by  four  pointed  arches  on  circular  pillars  and  two 
3emicircular  Norman  arches,  ornamented  with  the  billet 
and  zigzag  mouldings.  At  the  west  end  of  the  nave  is 
a  small  singing  gallery,  and  a  curious  Norman  Font,  (see 
plate)  supported  on  four  plain  pedestals  at  the  angles,  and 
one  under  the  centre  of  the  bowl,  which  h^  a  square  base 


4  BICKER. 

and  top  with  half-octagonal  pillars  at  tlie  comers;  it 
has  a  plain  ogee  cover,  painted  blue  and  black. 

There  are  several-boldlj  designed  corbels  fixed  in  the 
interior  walls  of  the  church,  and  a  few  of  the  old  pews 
remain,  which  as  well  as  the  modem  ones  are  in  a  very 
crazy,  ruinous  condition.  The  floor  is  of  brick  and  stone, 
exceedingly  unlevel,  and  the  interior,  as  usual,  covered 
with  lime-wash  and  yellow  ochre,  and  several  of  the 
pillars  are  beautified  with  two  or  three  different 
shades  of  paint. 

The  following  memorials  are  in  the  church. 

In  memory  of 
The  Rev.  Anthony  Bailey, 

Minister  of  this  Church  and  Gosberton, 

21  Years, 

who  died  December  6th  1 795^ 

Aged  60  years. 


In  memory  of 
The  Rev.  Benj.  Hinkeskan,    M.  A. 

who  was 

Vicar  of  this  place,  during  the  term 

of  28  years ; 

Interred  August  28th,  1744. 

Obiit  in  charitate 

omnibus. 

Christiana  his  wife  died 
Febraarv24th,  1744. 
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Mr.  Holies  has  the  undennentioned  notes  on  this 

Church. — 

Insula  BorealL 

Orate  pro  aia  Aliciffi  fills  et  KatharinsB  Margaritsc  uxoris 
Walter!  de  Brandoii. 

Orate  pro  aia  Tho.  Catte  et  Emmse  uxoris  ejus. 

In  Insula  Australia 
Rogerus  Atfeu  et  Margarita  uxor  ejus. 

Thomas  FiUus  Ranulfi  et  Margarita  uxor  ejus. 

In  Fenestra  Australi. 

Orate  pro  aia.  Johanuis  de  Wrincubi  Seneschalli  Comitis 
Richmondise. 

Witton  Proctor  sculpsit  supra  porticum. 

At  the  time  the  ^Valor  Ecclesiasticus'  was  formed  the 
vicarage  was  held  by  Christopher  Massingberd,  and  was 
valued  at  £15.  There  was  also  a  Chantry,  dedicated  in 
honor  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  of  which  Robert  Johnson  was 
chaplain ;  valued  at  65  shillings. 

St.  Swithun,  to  whose  honor  this  Church  is  dedicated, 
was  distinguished  for  his  learning  and  piety;  Egbert 
King  of  the  West  Sa:xons  made  him  his  priest  and 
appointed  him  tutor  of  his  son  Ethelwolf,  who,  having 
taken  orders  and  succeeded  Helistan  as  Bishop  of 
Winchester,  on  his  accession  to  the  throne  gave  him 
his  bishopric  A.  D.  837.  He  died  on  the  2nd  day  of 
July  864,  and  would  not  be  buried  within  the  church, 
as  the  Bishops  then  generally  were,  but  in  the  cemeter}^^ 
or  churchyard,  at  Winchester. 
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William  of  Malmsbuiy  thus  speaks  of  him  "Though 
this  good  Bishop  was  a  rich  treasure  of  all  vii-tues,  those 
in  which  he  took  most  delight  were  humility  and  charity 
to  the  poor;  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  episcx)pal 
functions  he  omitted  nothing  belonging  to  the  true 
pastor.  He  built  divers  churches  and  repau*ed  others ; 
his  mouth  was  always  open  to  invite  sinners  to  repen- 
tance, and  to  admonish  those  who  stood  to  be  aware  of 
falling.  He  was  most  severe  to  himself  and  abstemious 
in  his  mode  of  living.  He  delighted  in  spiritual 
exercises,  and  in  conversation  would  bear  no  discourse 
that  did  not  tend  to  edification." 

Extracts  from  Domesday  relating  to  this  parish  : 

"  In  Bichere  (Bicker)  is  one  oxgang  of  land  and  a  half 
to  be  taxed,  inland*  of  this  manor.  Land  to  as  many  oxen. 
It  is  waste.     There  is  there  one  salt  pit     Waste." 

"Soke.  In  Bichere  is  Soke  of  Drayton  five  carupates  of 
land  and  seven  oxgangs  to  be  taxed:  Land  to  as  many 
ploughs  and  oxen.  There  are  nineteen  sokemen  and 
eighteen  yillanes  and  one  bordar,  having  five  ploughs.  There 
is  a  Church  and  a  Priest^  and  twenty  salt  pits  of  thirty 
shillings,  and  twenty  acres  of  meadow." 


*This  word  is  often  found  in  Domesday.  The  Saxon  thanes  who  possessed 
bocland  or  hereditary  lands,  divided  them,  according  to  the  proportion 
of  their  estates,  in  two  sorts,  inland  and  outland.  The  Inland  was  that 
which  lay  next  or  most  convenient  for  the  Lord's  mansion  house,  as  within 
the  view  thereof,  and  therefore  they  kept  that  part  in  their  own  hands  for 
the  support  of*  their  family  and  hospitality.  The  Normans  afterwards  cal- 
led these  lands  terras  dominicaUsy  the  domains  of  the  lord's  lands ;  the 
Germans  terrcu  indominiccUes ;  the  Feudists,  tetTas  curias  ac  intra  curtem 
Unds  appropriated  to  the  court  house  of  the  Lord.  Kennett*s  Glossary. 
Bctwdwen*i  DofMsdcof. 
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^^Berewick.  In  Bichere  one  oxgang  of  land  and  a  half 
to  be  taxed.  Land  to  two  oxen.  Inland  in  Wime  (Witham.) 
It  is  waste  except  that  there  i$  one  salt  pit.** 

^^  Manor.  In  Bickere,  Adestan  had  ten  oxgangs  of  land 
to  be  taxed.  Land  to  as  many  oxen.  Wido  has  there  one 
plough  and  four  villanes  and  four  bordars  with  half  a  plough, 
and  one  salt  pit  of  sixteen  pence,  and  twenty  acres  of 
meadow.  Value  in  King  Edward's  time  and  now,  twenty 
shillings." 

"In  Bichere  Wido  had  one  carucate  of  land  to  be  taxed. 
Land  to  one  plough.  Godric  has  there  one  plough  in  the 
demesne,  and  twelve  villanes.  Value  in  King  Edward's 
time  twenty  shillings,  now  forty. 

•*Wido  de  Credon  holds  in  Draiton  (Drayton)  four 
oxgangs  of  land,  and  in  Bichere  hundred  ten  oxgangs  of 
the  land  of  Adestan  Oodramesune.  Earl  Alan  claims  these, 
and  Algar,  his  vassal,  has  given  pledge  to  the  King's  barons 
to  be  confirmed  by  ordeal  or  by  battle,  that  Adestan  himself 
was  not  seized  of  these  fourteen  oxgangs  in  the  time  of 
King  Edward." 

From  the  above  account  it  appears  that  Bicker  was 
a  place  of  some  importance  before  the  Nonnan  Conquest, 
having  in  the  Saxon  times  a  "Church  and  a  priest/' 
and  being  probably  well  inhabited.  Although  it  is  now 
at  least  seven  miles  from  the  sea,  it  had  formerly  a  haven, 
and  from  the  number  of  salt-pits  above-mentioned,  it 
was  probably  a  place  of  some  trade. 

The  following  paragraphs  relating  to  this  Parish 
occur  in  the  *Testa  de  Nevill.' 

Warinus  de  Munchangi  held  of  the  Honour  of  Richmond 
the  third  part  of  a  knighf  s  fee  in  Bicker,  Donington,  and 
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Swineshead,  and  Brian  the  son  of  Alan  held  this  third  part 
of  the  above  Warinus  in  capite,  and  owes  scutage,  &c. 

Radolphus  the  son  of  Radolphus  held  of  this  Honour  the 
the  moiety  of  a  knight's  fee  and  the  eleventh  part  of  a  fee 
in  Bicker,  Wigtoft,  Wyberton,  and  Quadring,  in  capite  and 
owes  scutage,  &c. 

Hugo  of  Wigtoft,  held  of  this  Honor  two  knights'  fees  in 
capite  in  Bicker,  Wyberton,  Sutterton,  and  owes  reliefs  and 
payments  to  the  Castle  of  Richmond  of  the  yearly  value  of 
twenty  shillings. 

Wilham  de  Vesey  held  in  Bicker  the  ninth  part  of  a 
knights'  fee  of  the  gift  of  the  king  in  capite,  and  William  de 
Latimer  held  of  him  this  ninth  part  in  capite,  and  owes 
scntage,  &c. 

The  Archbishop  of  York  held  in  Bicker  and  Donington, 
the  sixteenth  part  and  the  twenty-fourth  part  of  a  fee  of  the 
gift  of  the  King  in  capite.  And  Hugo  the  son  of  Rodolphus 
held  it  of  him  in  capite,  and  owes  scutage,  &c. 

Thomas  of  Huntingfield  held  of  Roger  de  Huntingfield 
the  fourth  part  of  a  fee  in  Bicker,  Donington,  and 
Swineshead. 

The  same  Thomas  of  Huntingfield  held  in  Bicker,  the 
fourth  part  of  a  knight's  fee  of  the  Baron  of  Croun. 

Hugo  de  Boby  also  held  in  this  village  and  Donington, 
a  bovate  of  land  of  Petronell  de  Croun. 


^Ml'ffW/. 
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''  Then  say,  shall  the  Temple  our  forefathers  built. 

Which  the  storms  of  long  ages  have  batter  d  in  vain^ 
Abandon' d  by  us  from  supineness  or  guilt, 

O  say,  shall  it  fall  by  the  rash  and  profane  } 
No !  perish  the  impious  hand  that  would  take 

One  shred  from  its  altar>  one  stone  from  its  towers  ! 
The  pure  blood  of  Martyrs  hath  flowed  for  its  sake. 

And  its  fall— if  it  fall— shall  be  reddend  with  ours.*' 


Pre-eminent  amongst  the  many  eminent  Paxish 
Churches  which  grace  the  county  of  Lincoln,  is  that 
of  St.  Botolph ; — ^beautiful  in  design,  excellent  in  con- 
struction, unsurpassed  in  workmanship,  and  exceeding 
in  size  all  others  in  England  of  the  same  plan; — ii 
stands  an  astonishing  memorial  of  the  Architectural 
Knowledge  of  the  Middle  Ages.  Who,  that  has  con- 
templated this  vast  pile,  and  thought  of  the  many 
centuries  it  has  stood,  of  the  many  revolutions  it  has 
seen,  of  the  many  persons  that  have  before  gazed  in  mute 
wonder  over  its  surface, — ^but  are  now  no  more,  of  the 
many  strange  alterations  which  have  taken  place  around 
it,   of  the  many  domestic  dwellings  that  have  been 
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erected  again  and  again^  and  again  bowed  and  crumbled 
before  the  ruthless  hand  of  Time ; — whilst  this  erection 
still  remains ;—  in  comparison,  so  fresh, — so  sound, — so 
perfect, — ^who,  that  has  thought  of  these  things,  lias 
not  felt  himself  filled  with  a  spirit  of  devotion  to  Him, 
for  whose  praise  and  worship,  men  were  found  in  the 
ages  of  darkness  and  mystery,  to  design  and  execute 
temples  such  as  these,  which  even  modem  Architects 
with  all  their  learning,  science,  and  research,  and  with 
these  primitive  examples  before  tliem,  cannot  excel. 

Few  can  look  on  its  well-proportioned  Tower  as  it  rears 
its  high  head  heavenward,  with  its  richly  pannelled  sur- 
face, highly  ornamented  pinnacles,  and  aerial  lantern, 
without  acknowledging  the  taste,  and  skill,  and  science 
of  the  designers, — and  few  can  walk  round  the  mighty 
mass  of  nave,  and  chancel,  and  aisle,  and  steeple,  with- 
out regretting  the  pernicious  effects  of  that  blind  religious 
fanaticism,  which  whilst  it  despoiled  the  altars  of  their 
foolish  relics  and  costly  appendages, — ^mutilated  and 
destroyed  the  stone  ornaments,  robbed  the  tombs  of  their 
brasses,  invaded  the  sanctity  of  the  dead  for  avaricious 
purposes,  and  wantonly  stripped  the  painted  glass  from 
the  windows; — and  there  will  be  few,  who  will  not 
regret  the  tasteless  additions  which  a  modem  and  more 
enlightened  age,  has  made  in  the  interior  of  the  edifice. 

You  may  view  this  church  from  any  spot,  or  at  any 
season — ^from  the  first  dawn  of  day,  when  the  sun  gilds 
only  the  tips  of  the  vanes,  till  merging  towards  the  west, 
n  broad  mellow  tint  is  thrown  over  the  walls  j — ^you  may 
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catch  it  iat  a  distance,  when  the  outHue  seems  but  a 
shadow  in  the  air ;  from  between  the  picturesque  foliage 
of  trees,  or  rising  above  the  dingy  surrounding  houses ; — 
you  may  behold  it  in  the  foggy  atmosphere  of  winter,  or 
the  clear  air  of  summer, — ^it  is  still  the  same,-  it  still 
appears  with  equal  beauty, — ^it  is  still  grand  and 
imposing. 

Formerly,  "when  a  church  was  to  be  built,  they 
watched  and  prayed  on  the  vigil  of  the  dedication,  and 
took  that  point  of  the  horizon  where  the  sun  arose,  for 
the  east,  which  makes  that  variation,  so  that  few  stand 
true,  except  those  built  between  the  two  equinoxes.  I 
have  experimented  some  churches,  and  have  found  the 
line  to  point  to  that.part  of  the  horizon  where  the  sun 
rises  on  that  day  of  that  saint  to  whom  the  church  is 
dedicated."* 

"According  to  this  hypothesis,  a  church  dedicated  to 
St.  Thomas  would  stand  nearly  S.  E.  and  N.  W.  j  to  St 
Agnes,  E.  S.  E.  and  W.  N.  W.;  to  St  Mary,  due  E. 
andW.j  to  St  Mark,  E.  N.E.  and  W.S.W.;  and  to 
St  John  the  Baptist,  nearly  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  Now  this 
if  true,  is  a  most  ciuious  fact,  and  one  which  may  throw 
great  light  on  the  subject  of  the  original  foundation  of 
churches.  For  example :  a  church  is  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Trinity,  and  we  know  the  date  of  its  erection 
within  ten  years;  we  observe  the  direction  of  the 
chancel,  and  thence  learn  about  what  time  Trinity 
Sunday  fell  in  the  year  of  its  foundation,  which  is  very 
likely  to  help  us  to  the  right  date.f 

*Aubery,  Antiq.  Repertory,    f  Cambridge  Camden  Society 
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Wordsworth  haa  the  fcdlowing  stanzas  on  these 
observances, 

^  When  in  the  antique  age  of  bow  and  spear 
And  feudal  rapine  dothed  with  iron  matl. 
Came  nnnisters  of  peace  intent  to  rear 
The  mother  church  in  yon  sequestered  vale ; — 

Then  to  her  Patron  Saint  a  previous  rite, 
Resounded  with  deep  swell  and  solemn  close. 
Through  unremitting  tigils  of  the  night. 
Till  fix>m  his  couch  the  wished-for  sun  uprose : 

He  rose,  and  strait — as  by  Ditine  command. 
They  who  had  waited  for  that  sign  to  trace 
Their  work's  foundation,  gave  with  careful  hand 
To  the  high  Altar  its  determined  place. 

*  m  ^  *  ^ 

For  us  have  such  prelusive  vigils  ceased ; 

Yet  still  we  plant,  like  men  of  elder  days. 

Our  christian  Altar  faithful  to  the  east. 

Whence  the  tall  window  drinks  the  morning's  rays.** 

The  dedications  were  ^'celebrated  with  great  festivity 
and  rejoicing.  Besides  the  performance  of  Divine 
offices,  the  singing  of  hymns  and  psalms,  the  reading 
and  expounding  o{  the  scriptures,  sermons  and  orations, 
receiving  the  holy  sacrament,  prayers  and  thanksgiving, 
th^e  were  lib^rsd  alms  bestowed  on  the  poor,  and  great 
gifts  made  to  the  church.  These  dedications  were 
constantly  commemorated  afterwards  every  year ;  this 
annual  solemnity  usually  lasted  eight  days,  and  wa» 
one  of  the  religious  customs  observed  in  this  kingdom 
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until  the  28th  of  Henry  viii.  when,  by  a  decree  of 
Convocation,  confiiined  by  the  King,  Feasts  of  Dedica- 
tion were  ordered  to  be  established  on  one  and  the  same 
day ;  namely  the  first  of  October.  The  Wakes  which 
are  still  observed  in  many  country  places  and  are  still 
holden  upon  the  Sunday  that  follows  the  Sauit's  day 
whose  name  the  church  bears,  are  the  remains,  not  of 
these  dedications,  but  the  old  church  holidays,  which 
were  feasts  kept  in  memory  of  the  Saint  to  whose  honor 
the  church  was  dedicated,  and  who  was  therefore 
always  called  the  Patron  of  such  church  :  every  church 
being  the  Lord's  House  as  the  name  imports,  is  in  truth 
dedicated  only  to  God,  yet  at  its  consecration,  it  was 
generally  distinguished  by  the  name  of  some  angel  or 
saint,  chiefly  that  the  people  by  frequently  mentioning 
such  distuiguished  names,  might  be  excited  to  imitate 
those  virtues,  which  holy  men  may  acqidre  and  which 
belong  inherently  to  heavenly  beings.'** 

St.  Botolph,  to  whose  honor  this  church  is  dedicated, 
lived  about  the  middle  of  the  seventh  century.  At  that 
time,  we  learn  from  Bede,  f  it  was  the  custom  to  send 

♦  Reeve's  Common  Prayer. 

t  Bede  was  born  at  Yarrow  in  North  omberland,  a.  d.  673,  and 
afterwards  weU  eductted  in  Greek  and  Latin  studies,  in  which  he 
made  a  proficiency  beyond  most  of  his  age.  He  is  author  of 
several  learned  philosophical  and  mathematical  tracts,  as  also  of  ^ 
comments  upon  the  scripture  :  but  his  most  valuable  piece  is  his 
ecclesiastical  history  of  the  SaxoA^.  Being  a  monk  he  studied  in 
his  cell  3  where  spending  more  hours,  and  to  better  purpose,  than 
the  monks  were  wont  to  do,  a  report  was  raised  that  he  never  went 
out  of  it.  However  he  would  not  leave  it  for  preferment  at  Rome, 
which  the  Pope  had  often  invited  him  to.  His  learning  and  piety 
gained  him  the  surname  of  venerable."     fFheatly. 
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children  into  Belgic  France  to  be  educated.  He  accord- 
ingly  with  his  brother  St,  Adulph,  was  sent  over  there, 
and  both  having  been  initiated  in  the  mysteries  and 
austerities  of  a  monastic  life^  adopted  the  religious  habit 
and  became  celebrated  for  their  learning  and  piety. 
St.  Adulph  was  appointed  to  the  church  of  Utrecht  in 
Belgium. 

But  St.  Botolph,  according  to  Capgrave  in  his  life  of 
this  Saint,  **being  well  exercised  in  virtue  and  holiness, 
resolved  to  return  to  England.  Now  there  were  in  the 
same  monasteiy  where  he  made  his  abode,  two  sisters  of 
Ethelmund,  a  prince  amongst  the  South  Angles,  who 
had  been  sent  thither  to  be  instructed  in  monastical  dis- 
cipline. They,  hearing  that  the  blessed  man  had  a 
purpose  to  return  to  his  country,  gave  him  commissions 
to  be  delivered  to  their  brother.  Having,  therefore, 
passed  the  sea,  St.  Botolph  was  honourably  received  by 
the  said  prince,  who  having  heard  his  sisters'  petitions, 
and  accepted  them,  granted  to  the  holy  man  a  place  for 
building  a  monastery.  Now  St.  Botolph  did  not  desire 
that  for  his  sake  any  one  should  be  diiven  out  of  his 
hereditary  possessions,  but  rather  that  some  place 
unpossessed  aud  uncultivated  should  be  assigned  him, 
that  there  he  might  build  a  church,  and  congregate 
brethren  to  serve  God,  by  whose  pious  lives  and  prayers 
his  principality  might  be  established  in  this  world,  and 
an  eternal  kingdom  prepared  for  him  in  the  world  to 
come.  This  request  the  prince  willingly  granted, 
whereupon  the  venerable  father  chose  a  certain  untilled 
place  where  none  dwelt,  named  Ikanho.      It  was  a 
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wilderness  unfrequented  by  men,  but  possessed  by  devils, 
wliose  phantastical  illusions  were  to  bo  expelled  thence 
and  a  religious  conversation  of  pious  men  to  be  intro- 
duced ;  that  where  the  deAils'  fallacies  abounded,  there 
our  Lord's  divine  grace  might  superabound.  Where 
this  place  called  Ikanho  was  situated  is  now  uncertain, 
the  Centuriators  of  Magdeburgh,  from  Leland  and 
Bale,  place  it  not  far  fi'om  the  city  of  Lincoln,  and 
indeed  in  that  province,  where  the  river  Witham  enters 
the  sea  there  is  a  town  called  Boston,  but  more  truly 
Botolph's  town,  for,  saith  Camden  it  being  formerly  by 
Bede  called  Icanhoe,  took  a  new  name  from  Botolpb,  a 
most  holy  Saxon." 

**When  St.  Botolph  had  finished  his  monastery,  like  a 
good  shepherd  he  gathered  together  his  flock,  whom  he 
diligently  taught  apostolic  doctrines  and  institutes  of  the 
holy  fathers;  and  whatsoever  good  doctrines  he  had 
learnt  abroad,  concerning  monastic  disciplines  those  he 
instilled  into  the  minds  and  practices  of  his  monks. 
He  was  beloved  by  all,  for  he  was  free  from  arrogance, 
being  humble,  mild,  and  affable  in  all  things.  He  was 
illustrious  likewise  for  many  miracles,  and  the  gift  of 
prophecy,  for  sometimes  by  divine  inspiration  he  foretold 
future  things  as  expressly  as  if  they  had  been  passed.  He 
died  most  happily  the  same  year  in  which  St.  Hilda  also 
died  (680),  and  was  buried  in  the  monastery  which  he 
had  built.  There  his  sacred  relics  remained,  till  the 
Danes  invaded  this  island  and  wasted  all  holy  places 
with  fire  and  sword.  Then  by  the  care  of  St.  Ethelwold 
they  were  translated,  part  to  the  monastery  of  Ely  and 
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part  to  that  of  Thomey.     Tlie  memory  of  him  was 
celebrated  on  the  sixteenth  of  May." 

a 

The  particular  situation  of  the  Icanhoe,  mentioned  in 
the  above  account^  has  given  rise  to  much  controversy 
amongst  antiquarians.  Bede  says,  that  St  Botolph,  a 
pious  Saxon,  had  a  Monastery  at  Icanhoe."  In  the 
Saxon  Chronicle  it  is  stated  that  St.  Botolph  ''built  a 
Monastery  a.  d.  654,  upon  a  desert  piece  of  ground 
given  him  for  that  purpose  by  Ethelmund,  king  of  the 
South  Angles."  Dming  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  Lin- 
colnshire formed  part  of  the  powerful  kingdom  of  Mercia, 
and  according  to  Stukeley,  "Kirton  in  Holland  was  the 
original  estate  and  seat  of  the  first  Saxon  Kings  and 
Earls  of  Mercia,  and  the  origin  of  the  potent  kingdom 
of  Mercia.  Tanner  in  his  Notitia  Monastica,  con- 
troverts the  statement  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  and 
says  "that  the  kingdom  of  South  Angles  scarcely 
appears  any  where  but  in  the  legends.  Ethelmund 
was  not  Duke  of  Mercia,  till  near  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  after  St.  Botolph :  and  I  suspect  that  South 
Angles  is  a  mistake  for  South  Hymbres,  by  which 
name  the  people  of  Lincolnshire  are  often  called  by  the 
Saxon  Writers."  Leland  in  his  Itinerary  at  page  71, 
Tolume  VIII.  also  says  "  St.  Botolph  founded  the  mon- 
astery at  Icanhoe  in  the  reign  of  Ethelmund.  St. 
Botolph  died  there,  and  was  buried  there  ;  the  mona£^ 
tery  at  Icanhoe  was  destroyed  by  Ingular  and  Hubba." 
but  in  his  Collectanea,  he  says  "the  king  of  the  East 
Angles  was  slain  in  battle,  with  Penda,  king  of  Mercia. 
A.  D.  654.     Ethelbert,  his  brother  succeeded  him,   who 
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reigned  only  two  years,  and  in  his  reign,  St  Botolph 
founded  a  monastery  at  Icanlioe/'  and  in  volume  iv.  he 
states  that  the  monastery  was  founded  in  the  year  651  at 
Ycanno  near  the  eastern  side  of  Lincoln,  not  agreeing 
with  his  former  statement  as  to  date.  Higdon  in  his 
Polychronicon  also  places  Icanhoe  ^'ad  orientem  Lin- 
colniaD/'  which  Tanner  remarks,  is  reconcileable  to 
Boston,  '^  if  some  distance  of  miles  he  observable.'' 

Several  writers  have  however  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  Icanhoe  was  situated  much  nearer  Lincoln  and 
some  of  them  have  fixed  on  various  parts  of  the  city. 
But  against  these  we  have  the  testimony  of  Bede,  the 
Saxon  Chronicle,  Leland  &c.  &c.  as  quoted  above. 
Stukeley,  who  was  for  a  considerable  time  an  inhabitant 
of  Boston,  says  '^Icanhoe,  Icanhoe,  or  as  it  was  com- 
monly called,  according  to  Dugdale,  Wenno,  is  supposed 
to  have  been  the  ancient  name  of  Boston ;  and  seems  to 
have  been  the  last  bounds  northward  of  the  Iceni  in 
most  ancient  times ;  therefore  its  name  was  Icanhoe  or 
Icenorom  mmumeotam,  as  Mr.Baxter  inteipi^ts  in  his 
glossary. "  Now  the  name  Yccanhoe  or  Icanhoe  and 
Boston  may  both  be  referred  to  the  same  root,  for  in  the 
Saxon  language  Yccan  signifies  Oxen  and  Bos  is  the 
Latin  of  Ox,  and  this  would  at  once  lead  us  with  con- 
fidence to  determine  that  St  Botolph's  monastery  was 
founded  at  Boston.^  That  the  Saxons  were  the  first 
settled   inhabitants  of   this   district  may  be  inferred, 

*  Several  of  these  particulars  are  gathered  from  Mr.  P. 

Thompson  8  '  Collections  for  a  History  of  Boston.' 
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from  their  having  first  given  names  to  the  tillages  and 
towns,  of  which  the  greater  j  art  are  retained  to  the 
present  time. 

"Wherever  monasteries  wei-e  founded"  says  Mr. 
Southey,  "marshes  were  drained,  woods  were  cleared, 
wastes  were  brought  into  cultivation,  the  means  of 
subsistence  were  increased,  and  new  comforts  were 
added  to  life."  "A  colony  of  monks"  says  M.  Gmzot, 
"in  small  numbers  at  fii*st,  transported  themselves  into 
some  uncultivated  place ;  and  there  as  missionaries  and 
labourers  at  once,  in  the  midst  of  a  people  as  yet  pagan, 
they  accomplished  their  double  task  with  as  much  of 
danger  as  of  toil."  *  Their  usual  employments  were,  to 
tlirash  and  winnow  com,  to  milk  the  cows  and  sheep, 
to  work  at  the  mill,  in  the  garden,  in  the  kitchen,  at  the 
iron-forge  and  at  the  plough.  Some  of  the  younger 
monks  were  employed  in  making  copies  of  the  Gospels, 
the  Psalter,  and  the  books  used  in  the  service  of  the 
Church,  and  in  the  larger  monasteries  a  register  was 
kept  of  all  remaikable  events  of  war  or  peace.**  It  is 
from  one  of  tliese,  kept  at  the  old  Saxon  Monastery  of 
Medhamstead,  or  Peterborough,  that  the  foregoing 
account  of  the  foundation  of  St.  Botolph's  monastery  is 
gathered. 

This  monastery  was  destroyed  by  the  Danes  in  870, 
when  Earl  Algar  with  his  Seneschals,  Wibert  (owner  of 
Wyberton)  and  Leofric  (owner  of  Leverton),  so  bravely 
though  unsuccessfully  opposed  their  progress,  as  already 
related  in  the  account  of  Algarkirke. 

*  Churtan*8  Early  English  Church. 
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About  1 719,  Stukeley,  at  that  time  residing  in  Boston, 
saw  vast  stone  walls  dug  up  near  the  present  church, 
with  a  plain  leaden  ctoss,  which  he  imagined  anciently 
belojDged  to  the  monastery. 

The  first  mention  of  a  Church  in  this  place,  is  the 
^ft  of  the  church  of  St.  Botolph's  by  Alan,  (son  of 
Eudo)  Earl  of  Brittany,  in  the  year  1090,  (2-  Wm.  ii) 
to  the  Abbey  of  St  Mai-y  at  York.  In  the  Charters  of 
Stephen  Earl  of  Brittany,  and  Conan  duke  of  Bnttany 
to  this  same  Abbey,  temp.  Henry  ii.  this  grant  is  con- 
firmed with  the  following  additions,  "that  ihe  aforesaid 
monks  should  have  liberty  to  erect  commodious  booths 
on  the  outside  of  the  chm-ch-yard  of  the  aforesaid  church, 
during  the  time  of  the  fairs,  without  impediment,  &c." 

Alan,  Earl  of  Brittany,  nephew  to  the  William  the 
conqueror,  commanded  the  rear  of  the  army  in  the  battle 
of  Hastings,  and  was  rewarded  with  all  the  lands  of 
Earl  Edwin,  in  Yorkshire  *  and  Lincolnshire^  in  which 
latter  county  were  one  hundred  and  one  manors.  He 
was  the  founder  of  Richmond  Honour,  his  title  being 
Earl  of  Brittany  and  Richmond. 

Leland,  in  the  account  of  his  visit  to  this  town,  says, 

*  "  Ego  Gulielmus,  cognomine  Bastardus,  do  et  concedo  tibi 
Alano,  Nepoti  meo,  Britanie  Comiti,  et  Heredibus  tuis  in  perpe* 
taum,  omncs  illaa  ViUas  et  Terras,  que  nuper  fuerunt  Comitis 
Edwini  in  Eborasciria ;  com  Foedis  Militum,  et  Ekrclesiis  et  aliis 
Libertatibus  et  Consuetudinibus,  ita  libere  et  honorifice  sicut  idem 
Edwinas  ea  tenuit.      Dat.  in  Obsidione  coram  Civitate  Eboraci.*' 


13  BOSTON. 

a  church  called  Saint  John's  was  the  chief  parish 
churchy  and  the  mother  church,  and  that  given  to  St 
Mary's  at  York  was  a  much  smaller  one,  standing  on 
the  scite  of  the  present  church.  In  the  Saxon  times 
there  was  prohably  a  church  upon  the  same  scite  which 
which  was  included  in  the  parish  of  Skirbeck  in 
Domesday  Book,  (Boston  then  having  no  separate 
existence)  and  formed  a  nucleus  around  which,  immedi- 
ately after  the  Norman  Conquest,  arose  St  Botolph's 
town,  subsequently  Boston. 

Stukeley    gives  the   following  curious  particulars 
relating  to  the  foundation  of  the  present  edifice. 

"Anno  1309,  3rd.  of  Edward  ii.  The  foundation  of 
Boston  steeple  on  the  next  Monday  after  Palm  Sunday 
in  that  year,  was  begun  to  be  digged  by  many  miners, 
and  so  continued  until  the  Midsummer  following,  at 
which  time  they  were  deeper  than  the  haven  five  feet, 
and  ihey  found  a  bed  of  stone  upon  a  spring  of  sand, 
and  that  laid  upon  a  bed  of  clay,  the  thickness  of  which 
could  not  be  known.  That  upon  the  Monday  next 
after  the  feast  of  St  John  the  Baptist  was  laid  the  first 
stone  by  Dame  Margery  Tilney,  and  thereon  she  laid 
five  pounds  sterling.  Sir  John  Truesdale  the  then 
parson  of  Boston  gave  also  £5.  and  Richard  Stephenson 
a  merchant  of  Boston  gave  also  £5.  more.  These  were 
all  the  great  gifts  at  that  time."  Leland  also  mentions 
that  the  family  of  lllneys  were  the  chief  benefactors  to 
this  building.  In  his  Itinerary,  volume  vi.  folio  36.  he 
says,    ^'Framelingham  that  of  late  married  Sir  Philip 
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TUney's  wife,*  told  me,  tbat  one  of  the  Tllneys  lyeth 
in  Boston  Chnrch  by  the  stepil,  and  that  he  was  a 
great  maker  of  the  stepil"  and  in  folio  fifty-nine  of  the 
same  volume,  he  says,  '^  there  remaineth  at  Boston  a 
a  manor  place  of  the  Tilney's  by  their  name ;  and  one 
of  them  began  the  great  steple  in  Boston"  and  in  volume 
seven,  folio  two  hundred  and  four,  he  mentions  ^^  that 
one  Maud  Tilney  layid  the  first  stone  of  the  goodly 
steeple  of  the  paroche  churche  of  Boston,  and  lyeth 
burid  under."  He  also  remarks,  that  *'the  chiefe 
paroche  chirche  was  at  St  John's,  where  yet  is  a  chirche 
for  the  tonne.  St  Botolph's  was  but  a  chapel  to  it,  but 
it  is  now  so  risen  and  adomid,  that  it  is  the  chiefiest  of 
the  toune,  and  for  a  paroche  chirche  the  best  and  fay- 
rest  of  al  Lincolnshire,  and  served  so  with  singging, 
and  that  of  cunning  men  as  no  paroche  is  in  al  England. 
The  society  and  brotherhodde  longing  to  this  chirch 
hath  caused  this,  and  now  much  land  longith  to  this 
society." 

In  excavating  for  the  foundations  of  the  Sessions  House, 
that  is  now  being  erected  in  this  town,  the  workmen 
came  upon  a  thin  seam  of  stone,  underneath  which 
was  a  spring  of  sand  above  a  bed  of  clay.  This  curious 
coincidence  with  Stukeley*s  account,  although  it  does 

*Sir  Philip  TUney  was  one  of  the  knights  who  accompanied 
the  Princess  Mary>  (the  sister  of  Henry  yiii)  out  of  England  on 
her  marriage.  He  was  also  amongst  those  persons  who  were 
appointed  to  meet  the  French  King  at  Guisnes  in  1520. 
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not  agree  precisely  as  to  the  depth  he  mentions,  yet 
forms  a  strong  testimony  of  the  correctness  of  the 
learned  antiquarian's  statement. 

In  the  Patent  Rolls  in  the  Tower,  are  grants  issued 
to  the  Rectory  of  Boston  in  the  years  1321,  1342,  and 
1409.  In  the  Charter  Rolls  is  a  license  granted  in  the 
10th  of  Edward  the  iii.  a.  d.  1342  to  William  Pellison 
and  other  persons  to  give  to  the  parson  of  the  church  of 
St.  Botolph^  John  Baret,  certain  lands  to  enable  him 
to  enlarge  the  burial  ground. 

The  Abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Mary  at  York  appear 
to  have  possessed  the  patronage  of  the  living  until  1486, 
when  the  feoffees  in  trust  of  certain  property  belonging 
to  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  released  to  the  Abbot  and 
convent  of  St.  Mary  80  marks  annually,  being  part  of 
a  pension  of  200  marks,  which  the  said  abbey  paid  to 
the  duchy  for  a  manor  and  lands  in  the  county  of  York; 
for  this  release  Thomas  Bothe  the  Abbott  of  St  Mary's, 
gave  the  advowson  of  Boston  to  the  king,  who  afterwards 
exchanged  it  to  the  prior  of  St.  John's  of  Jerusalem 
(then  Sir  John  Weston),  in  succession,  for  certain  lands 
called  Beaumond's  Lee's  enclosed  with  pale  in  Leices- 
tershire. These  latter  petitioned  for  the  rectory  also  to 
be  appropriated  to  them,  which  appears  to  have  been 
granted  and  continued  in  their  possession  until  the 
dissolution^  when  the  living  was  formed  into  a  vicarage, 
and  the  vicar  was  to  dwell  in  the  rector's  house  near  the 
church.  After  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries  the 
advowson  was  given  to  the  Mayor  and  Corporation. 
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The  following  is  a  translation  of  a  part  of  the  deed 
of  ^ft- 

"  Philip  and  Mary  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  and 
queen  of  England  &c.  to  all  persons  to  whom  these 
presents  shall  come,  greeting.     Whereas  our  borough 
of  Boston,   in   our  county  of  Lincoln  is  an  ancient 
borough;    and  whereas  18  presbyters,  16  clerks,  and 
12  poor  men  have  been  lately  maintained  within  the 
said  borough,  for  the  glory  and  honor  of  God,  out  of 
the  issues  and  revenues  of  certain  lands,  tenements, 
possessions,  and  hereditaments  of  certain  guilds  and  fra- 
ternities, erected  and  founded  within  the  said  borough. 
And  whereas  by  virtue  and  under  pretence  of  a  certain 
Act  of  Parliament,  made  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  late  most  dear  brother,  Edward  the  vi.  late  king 
of  England,  amongst  other  things  for  the  dissolution  of 
divers  chantries,    colleges,    guilds,    fraternities,    free 
chapels  and  other  things,   the  said  lands,  tenements, 
possessions,  and  hereditaments  came  to  the  hands  of 
our  said  late  brother,   under  pretence  of  which  divine 
worship  and  relief  and  support  of  the  said  borough  were 
withdrawn  and  taken  away,  to  the  extreme  grief  of  all 
honest  and  catholic  inhabitants  there.     Now,  we  think- 
ing upon  the  premises,  and  deeply  considering  that  the 
reformation  of  the  said  enormities,  and  to  provide  for 
divine  worship  and  maintenance  to  the  poor,  and  the 
pious  and  good  education  of  the  youth  and  children  of 
this  our  ancient  kingdom  belongs  to  our  regal  ojffice 
and  function,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,   and  at 
the  humble  petition  of  our  faithful  and  beloved  subjects. 
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the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  our  said  borough  of  Boston, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  great  charges  and  expences 
which  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses  daily  and  contin- 
ually sustain  in  and  about  the  reparation  of  the  bridge 
and  our  port  there  and  to  the  end  that  the  said  mayor 
and  burgesses  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  support  the 
charges  and  expences  of  the  repairs  and  maintenance 
of  the  said  bridge  and  port,  of  our  special  grace,  certain 
knowledge,  and  mere  mention^  have  given  and  granted 
and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  success(M9 
(as  much  as  in  us  lies)  do  give  and  grant  to  the  said 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  our  borough  of  Boston,"  one 
acre  and  a  half  of  land  &c.  &c.  one  messuage  or  tene- 
ment  with  the  appurtenances,  called  the  Chancery 
House  or  Chantry,  in  the  South  End  in  Boston  aforesaid, 
now  or  lately  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  George 
Hanks,  Chaplain,  &c.  and  one  house  or  hall  called  our 
Lady's  Hall,  &c.  aU  and  singular  which  premises  were 
lately  parcel  of  the  lands,  possessions  and  hereditaments 
of  the  late  fraternity  or  guild  of  the  blessed  Mary,*  in 
Boston  in  our  said  county  of  Lincoln,  now  dissolved, 
and  afterwards  were  parcel  of  the  lands,  possessions, 
and  hereditaments  of  William,  late  Mairquis  of  Not- 
thampton,  attainted  of  high  treason,  and  also  we  give 
&c.  all  those  our  three  acres  of  arable  land  &c.  &c.  all 
and  singular  which  premises  last  granted  and  recited 
were  late  parcel  of  the  lands,  possessions  and  heredita- 
ments of  the  late  fraternity  or  guild  of  St  Peter  and 

*  See  the  account  of  these  Guilds  at  the  end  of  the  description 
of  St.  Botolph*s  Church. 
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St.  Paul  in  the  said  town  or  borough  of  BoBton^  and 
dftenrards  were  parcel  of  the  lands^  &e.  of  the  said 
"WilKam  late  Marquis  of  Northampton.  We  give  fur- 
ther &c.  one  acre  &c. all   and  singular  which 

premises  were  lately  parcel  of  the  lands  &c.  of  the 
late  dissolved  fraternity  or  perpetual  Guild  erected  and 
founded  to  the  honour  of  the  Holy  Trinity  in  the  town 
of  Boston  aforesaid,  and  afterwards  were  parcel  of  the 
land;  possessions,  and  hereditaments  of  the  said  William 
late  Marquis  of  Northampton.** 

*'  To  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  aforesaid  mossuages^ 

cottages,  gardens,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  feedings^ 

pa8tui:es,    woods,   underwoods,  rents,   reversions,  and 

services,  and  all  and  singular  other  the  premises  above^ 

expressed  and  specified :  and  the  reyersion  and  rever* 

sions  of  the  same  with  all  their  appurtenances,  to  the 

said  mayor  and  burgesses  of  our  said  boroi^h  oi  Boston^ 

and  their  successors  for  ever,  for  the  findings  maintain^' 

ing,  and  establishing  for  ever  a  free  Grammar  School  in 

Boston  aforesaid,  and  a  fit  master  to  teach,  instruct,,  and 

serve  in  the  said  school  for  the  education  and  instractioii^ 

of  boys  and  youth  in  grammar;  and  also  for  tiie  findingr 

of  two  Presbyters  for  the  celebration  of  .divine  service  itt 

the  Parish  Church  of  Boston  aforesaid ;  and  four  poor 

inhabitants  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  to  pray  there  for 

ever  for  our  good  and  prosperous  state  whilst  we  Uve, 

and  aflber  our  decease,  for  the  souls  of  us  and  our 

ancestors,  to  be  held  of  us  and  of  the  heirs  Und  succes-^ 

sors  of  the  said  Queen,  as  of  our  nianor  of  Castor  in  our 

o 
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county  of  Lincoln,  by  fealty  only,  in  free  socage  and 
not  in  capite,  for  all  rents,  services,  exactions,  and 
demands  whatsoever.  And  further  we  give,  and  by 
these  presents,  grant  to  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses 
of  the  said  borough  of  Boston,  all  the  issues,  rents, 
reversions,  and  profits  of  all  and  singular  the  premises, 
with  the  appurtenances  growing  or  coming  from  the 
time  of  the  attainder  of  the  said  William  late  marquis 
of  Northampton  to  this  time,  to  hare  the  same  to  the 
said  mayor  and  bui'gesses  of  our  ^ft  without  yielding 
any  account,  or  paying  or  doing  any  other  thing  for  the 
same  in  anywise.  And  we  vnll  and  do  order  that  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  aforesaid  and  their  successors  shall 
lay-^ut  expend,  and  convert  all  the  issues,  rents,  and 
profits  from  time  to  time  comiBg  from  the  messuages, 
cottages,  lands  and  tenements  and  possessions  aforesaid 
above  by  these  presents  granted,  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  sdioolmaster  and  usher  of  the  school  aforesaid,  and 
of  the  chaplains  and  poor  men  aforesaid,  and  other 
necessary  things,  only  touching  and  concerning  the  said 
borough  school^  chaplains,  and  poor  men  aforesaid, 
and  the  support  and  maintenances  of  the  same,  and 
not  in  any  other  manner,  nor  to  any  other  uses  and 
intents,*'  &c.  &c. 

^^In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters 
to  be  made  patents.  Witness  ourselves  at  Westminister 
the  6th  day  of  January,  in  the  first  and  second  years  of 
our  reign.  (1553—4.) 

By  writ  of  Privy  Seal.         (HAKE.) 
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The  plan^  of  the  Church  consists  of  a  Nave  with 
North  and  South  Aisles,  a  Chancel,  South  Porch  with 
two  Chapels  adjoining,  (now  used  as  a  Vestry  and 
Engine  Rooms)  and  a  Tower  Steeple.     From  the  differ- 


*  When  Christianity  became  the  established  religion  of  the 
eastern  and  western  empires^  and  churches  were  built  for  the 
celebration  of  divine  service,  they  gave  to  them  an  oUong  form  ; 
which  was  chosen  it  is  said,  as  resembling  a  ship^  a  common 
metaphor  by  which  the  church  used  to  be  represented,  to  remind 
us  that  we  are  tossed  up  and  down  in  this  world,  and  tliat  out  of 
the  church,  there  is  no  safe  passage  to  heaven,  the  country  at 
which  we  all  hope  to  arrive.  It  was  always  divided  into  two 
parts,  the  Nave,  (probably  from  nam  a  ship)  or  body  of  the 
church,  and  the  Sacrarium,  since  called  the  Chancel,  because  it 
was  divided  from  the  body  of  the  church  by  slender  rails  called 
Cancelii.  The  Nave  was  common  to  all  the  people,  and  was 
considered  as  representing  the  visible  world ;  the  Chancel  was 
peculiar  to  the  priests  and  sacred  persons ;  and  in  the  eyes  of  pious 
speculation  was  deemed  to  typify  heaven.  This  end  of  the  church 
was  always  to  the  East,  in  which  they  had  a  respect  to  Christ, 
who  is  styled  the  Day  Spring  from  on  high,  Luke  i.  7>  S  ;  for,  as 
the  East  is  the  birth-place  of  the  natural  day,  so  Christ  is  the 
true  Sun  of  righteousness,  who  arose  upon  the  world  with  the 
light  of  truth,  when  it  sat  in  tlie  darkness  of  error  «nd  ignorance : 
since  therefore  we  must  in  our  prayers  turn  our  faces  to  some 
quarter,  it  has  been  judged  fittest,  that  it  should  be  towards  the 
East ;  which  for  the  above  reasons,  and  from  similar  expressions 
In  scripture,  has  been  deemed  symbolically  to  be  the  peculiar 
residence  of  God.  In  the  Chancel  always  stood  the  altar,  or 
communion  table,  which  none  were  allowed  to  approach  but  such 
as  were  in  holy  orders,  unless  it  was  the  Bmperor  at  the  time  he 
made  his  offerings,  who  was  immediately  thereupon  to  return  again. 
In  our  Cathedral  Churches  the  choir  is  the  chancel.    Reeve. 
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ent  kinds  of  Architecture  displayed  in  its  various  parts, 
we  can  form  some  idea  of  the  period  of  time  it 
occupied  in  building.  The  Nave  and  the  north  and 
south  walls  of  the  Aisles  are  Decorated  Gothic,  the 
prevailing  style  when  the  foundations  were  hid.  As  the 
body  of  the  church  gradually  progressed  towards  com- 
pletion. Perpendicular  Godiic  was  introduced  in  several 
places,  until  its  predecessor  being  wholly  laid  aside,  the 
tower  was  raised  in  this  style  alone;  however,  in  part  of 
the  parapet  of  the  north  aisle,  another  change  is  per- 
ceptible, for  here  the  rich  Tudor  Gothic  of  the  time  of 
Henry  viii,  is  engrafted. 

It  appears  from  these  changes  of  Architecture,  that  it 
took  upwards  of  two  hundred  years  in  erecting,  and 
was  carried  forward  during  the  reigns  of  ten  different 
sovereigns.  How  much  longer  it  would  have  occupied, 
or  what  other  additions  or  alterations  it  was  intended  to 
undergo,  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining ;  but  from 
the  putlog-holes  still  remaining  in  the  lantern,  we  are 
of  opinion  that  it  was  never  actually  completed.  This 
supposition  is  considerably  strengthened  by  the  fact  that 
in  the  interior  of  the  belfry  there  are  stone  springers, 
which  shew  that  it  was  intended  to  have  had  a  roof  of 
that  material,  as  in  the  tower  of  Louth  Church,  which 
is  of  a  similar  architectural  character.  Most  probably. 
Eke  numerous  other  churches  in  the  kingdom  at 
the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  the  scaffolding  still 
surrounded  ic. 
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In  our  description  of  the  exterior  we  shall  commence 
with  its  principal  and  most  attractive  feature — ^the 
Tower — ^ihe  basement  of  which  is  worthy  of  the  noble 
superstructure,  being  bold  and  massive,  with  good  pro- 
jecting mouldings,  and  ornamented  with  a  course  of 
quatrefoiled  circles  running  round  the  walls  and  but- 
tresses: these  buttresses  are  divided  into  four  stages  j 
the  first  stage  is  subdivided  into  a  tier  of  four  panels, 
each  tier  having  two  (with  trefoiled  tracery)  on  the  front 
and  three  on  the  return.  From  the  slopes  of  this  stage 
rise  tall  embattled  turrets  likewise  paneled,  which  serve 
as  pedestals  for  figures  of  ecclesiastics.  Two  of  these 
turrets  on  the  west  and  one  on  the  north  side  have  been 
blown  down,  and  the  three  remaining  ones  appear  likely 
soon  to  follow.  The  next  stage  of  the  buttresses  is 
divided  into  four  panels  in  height,  of  one  on  the  front 
and  two  on  the  return.  The  third  stage  has  two  panels 
in  height  with  the  traceiy,  mouldings,  &c.  as  the  others^ 
and  the  fourth  and  the  last  stage  has  only  one  panel. 
Here  the  buttresses  terminate  in  angular  pediments 
with  carved  finijJs.  From  these  rise  octangular  pin- 
nacles richly  paneled,  crocketed  and  finialed,  &om 
which  spring  flying  buttresses,  likewise  paneled  and 
pierced,  and  ornamented  with  crockets. 

The  walls  of  the  Tower  are  divided  into  three  stages. 
The  first  in  the  several  fronts  is  paneled  with  trefoil 
tracery  as  the  buttresses.  The  west  wall  contains  the 
usual  entrance  door,  broad  and  low  in  comparison  with 
the  edifice.  It  has  an  ogee  arch  with  cinquefoiled 
tracery  and  featherings,  with  crockets  and  finial ;  the 
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spandrels  paneled  and  flanked  by  niclies  for  statues, 
and  the  jambs  of  the  arch  contain  bosses.  Above  tliis 
door  is  a  fine  Perpendicular  ^vindow  of  eight  lights, 
with  a  transom.  The  tracery  of  this  window  is  par- 
ticularly handsome,  and  exceedingly  well  wrought  The 
north  and  south  walls  have  windows  much  plainer,  of 
four  lights  each,  with  transom  and  tracery.  The  second 
stage  is  also  paneled,  and  lia^  two  windows  sunilar  in 
all  the  fronts,  of  two  lights  each,  with  a  transom,  and 
dnquefoiled  tracery,  having  a  crocketed  ogee  label 
springing  from  half-length  figures  holding  scrolls.  The 
beautiful  proportions  and  fine  efiect  of  these  windows  is 
much  deteriorated  by  the  modern  substitute  for  glass — 
painted  planlis.  Above  them  there  is  a  bold  cornice 
and  a  paneled  parapet  with  trefoil  tracery.  The 
third  stage  is  plain,  and  each  front  is  pierced  with  four 
lights  with  a  transom,  having  pointed  arches  super- 
mullioned.  Over  these  windows  is  a  plain  moulded 
coniicc  with  a  richly  paneled  and  pierced  parapet. 

Above  this  is  the  octangular  Lantern,  having  but- 
tresses at  the  angles ;  the  base  has  a  course  of  quatrefoiled 
circles  similar  td  that  of  the  tower,  and  the  buttresses 
are  divided  into  panels  of  four  in  height,  with  pointed 
arches  and  trefoiled  tracery.  These  buttresses  terminate 
in  half-length  figures,  from  which  rise  square  pinnacles 
placed  diagonally  witli  crocketed  cones  and  finials, 
supporting  gilded  vanes.  Each  face  of  the  lantern  is 
paneled  witli  pointed  arches  and  trefoiled  tracery,  and 
is  pierced  with  a  i^indow  of  two  lights,  divided  oy 
transoms  into  three  stages ;  with  li'accry  and  ogee  label 


J 
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by  buttresses  in  three  diyisions,  having  handsome 
canopied  niches^  which  we  are  warranted  in  supposing 
contained  some  ecclesiastical  figure  or  tutelaiy  saint, 
until  that  period  when, 

"  The  civil  fbry  of  the  time. 
Made  sport  of  sacrilegious  crime, 
*    And  dark  Fanaticism  rent. 
Altar,  screen,  and  ornament*' 

These  buttresses  are  surmounted  with  crocketed  and 

finialed  pinnacles.    The  first  stage  of  the  porch  has  a 

double  arch ;  one  of  them  cinquefoiled  with  dnquefoiled 

tracery  with  featherings^  the  spandrels  paneled,  and  oma- 

meiM^ed  with  bosses.     Under  this  arch  is  another,  plain 

pointed,  deeply  recessed,  and  moulded ;  springing  firom 

small  engaged  circular  pillars,  with  moulded  caps  and 

bosses.    The  next  sti^  has  a  Perpendicular  window  of 

five  lights,  with  good  tracery,  trefoiled  and  cinquefoiled. 

The  jambs  of  the  pointed  arch  are  ornamented  with 

bosses  as  the  door  beneath.    The  label  springs  fi^m 

half-leng^  figures,  and  the  apex  has  the  figure  of  a 

man  in  a  sdtdng  posture.    Above  is  the  parapet  of  the 

gable,    having  sunk  panels  with  quatrefoiled  dreles, 

and  a  sun-dial  at  the  centre.    The  east  wall  of  the 

porch  i»  pierced  with  four  small  square-headed  windows 

with  trefoiled  traceiy,  and  has  a  parapet  similar  to  the 

south  firont.    On  this  is  carved  the  following  letters  and 

figures, 

T.E    :    s.B    :    I.  a.     1663. 

The  west  wall  has  three  square*headed  windows  and 
a  parapet  at  the  east  side,  and  a  door  leading  to  the 
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roofs  of  the  buildings^  which  appear  to  have  been 
chapels.  In  the  west  buttress  of  the  south  front 
is  a  grating  with  an  arched  entrance  and  stone  stairs^ 
leading  to  the  crypt  below,  which  is  now  used  as  a 
cistern. 

Porches  are  generally  erected  on  the  south  side,  though 
we  likewise  find  them  on  the  north,  (especially  when 
constructed  of  wood,)  and  on  the  west  sides,  though 
depending  in  both  of  these  cases  on  the  situation  of  the 
church.  Before  the  Reformation  and  for  some  length 
of  time  afterwards  the  porch  was  used  for  the  per- 
formance of  several  religious  ceremonies,  as  Baptism,* 
Churching  of  women,  and  the  first  part  of  the  Marriage 
service,  t     Here  on  Ash  Wednesday  the  priest  stood 

*  *'  When  the  childe  was  come  to  the  church  dore»  the  Bishop 
of  London  met  it  with  divers  Bishops  «nd  Abbots,  mitered,  and 
begannethe  observances  of  the  sacrament.  The  god  father  was  Lord 
Thomas  Archbishoppe  of  Canterbury ;  the  godmothers  were  the 
olde  Dutchesse  of  Norfolke>  and  the  old  Marchionesse  of  Dorset, 
widdowes^  and  the  child  was  named  Elizabeth,  and  after  that  all 
things  were  done  at  the  church  door,  the  child  was  brought  to 
the  font  and  christened."  Account  of  the  Christening  of  the 
Princess  of  Elizabeth,  afterwards  Queen  of  England^ 

\*'  k  wedding  so  celebrated  must  have  had  for  witnesses  every 
person  passing  by  at  the  time,  and  he  or  she  must  have  been  an 
incurious  or  inattentive  spectator^  who  did  not  enquire  and 
remember  the  names  of  the  bridegroom  and  of  the  bride,  who 
received  her  dowi^  at  the  church  door.— i><»  ad  ostium  ecciesia. 
At  the  Reformation,  that  part  of  the  ceremony  (and  it  was  the 
greatest  part)  which  used  to  be  performed  at  the  church  door, 
was  directed  to  be  performed  in  the  body  of  the  church>  and  at 
the  time  of  divine  service,  that  the  congregation  might  be 
witnesses."     Domies  remarks  on  Registers^ 

Q 
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ready  to  present  ashes  to  the  people  as  they  came  in  ;* 
here  also  penitents  assisted  at  the  Comm^noration  of 
Christ's  Passion  in  Holy  Week;  in  some  cases  Hie 
church  ales  f  were  also  sold  here,  after  being  brewed  at 
the  church4ioase.  |  Occasionally  we  find  confessionals 
in  them,  and  sometimes  on  the'  right  hand  side  of  the 
entrance  door,  a  stone  basin; — ^anciently  called  the 
stoup,  or  aspersorium,  a  receptacle  for  holy  water,  into 
which  each  individual  as  he  passed,  dipped  his  finger 
and  crossed  himself  prior  to  entering  the  edifice*  The 
parishioners  likewise  assembled  here  for  the  transaction 
of  any  business  relating  to  the  parish  or  the  poor,  and 
''all  the  differences  of  the  hundred  were  here  determined 
as  in  the  King's  court."  A  few  of  them  have  apertures 
through  which  the  church  was  watched  during  the  night, 
at  particular  periods  of  the  year ;  and  in  them  formerly, 
[before  burying  in  churches  was  allowed,]  persons  of 
note  or  great  sancity  were  buried.  § 

*  Called  Ash  Wednesday  from  the  above  circumstance. 
According  to  Stowe  "  the  use  of  giving  ashes  in  the  porch  was 
left  off  on  Feb.  14,  1547—8." 

t''  Whitsun  ales  were  brewed  by  the  churchwardens  and  sold  in 
the  church,  and  the  profits  there  being  no  poor's  rates  were  given 
to  the  poor.*'  Fosbrooke.  The  profits  were  also  given  toward  the 
repairs  of  the  church. 

X*'  In  every  Parish  there  was  a  church-house  to  which  belonged 
spits,  pots,  crocks,  &c.  for  dressing  provision.  Here  also  the 
housekeepers  met  and  were  merry,  and  gave  their  charity.  The 
young  people  came  there  too^  and  had  dancing,  bowling,  shooting 
at  butts,  &c."    Aubrey. 

f  The  custom  of  burying  bodies  in  churches  is  said  to  have 
been  first  sanctioned  by  Cuthbert,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  a.  d. 
758,  [having  been  prohibited  by  Augustine,  the  first  Archbishop 
of  that  church,]  and  that  only  in  the  porch  of  a  church,  not  in  the 
body.';    Fuiier. 
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The  room  above  the  porch  was  likewise  used  for 
several  purposes;  but  generally  as  a  school,  record^  or 
library  room.  Thus  we  find  the  room  above  this  porch 
was  andently  occupied  "  for  the '  teaching  of  petty 
children,"  until  1636  when,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Rev.  Anthony  Tuckney,  Vicar  of  Boston,  on  the 
metropolitan  visitation  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, it  was  ordered,  *'  that  the  roome  ^ver  the 
porche  of  the  saide  church  shall  be  repaired  and 
decently  fitted  up  to  make  a  librarye,  to  the  end  that,  in 
case  any  well  and  charitably  disposed  person  shall  here- 
after bestow  any  books  to  the  use  of  the  parish,  they 
may  be  there  safely  preserved  and  kept."  It  contains 
at  present  about  eight  hundred  volumes,  chiefly  folios, 
consisting  of  learned  and  scarce  works  on  Divinity,  and 
several  very  valuable  antiquarian  publications;  King 
Edward's  Liturgy,  the  Homilies,  Bede,  Camden, 
Tanner's  Notitia  M onastica,  &c.  (and  one  manuscript  on 
vellum  with  illumiuated  letters.)  The  founder,  the  Rev. 
Anthony  Tuckney,  contributed  many  works  and  amongst 
the  principal  subscribers  to  this  institution  were 

Sir  Wm  Massingbird,  ....£60    H.  Heron,  Esq £60 

Wm.  Thornton,  Esq £10    R.  Ellis,  Esq £10 

The  Chapels  on  the  west  side  of  the  Porch  are  now 
occupied  as  a  Vestry  and  an  Engine  Room,  although 
before  this  they  were  used  for  the  teaching  of  the  School 
founded  by  Mr.  John  Laughton,  A.  D.  1707.  The 
South  Wall  is  pierced  by  three  pointed  windows  of 
three  lights  each,  with  quatrefoiled  tracery,  and  labels 
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springing  from  corbel  heads;  between  each  window 
there  is  a  buttress  with  crocketed  pediment^  and  above 
a  plain  parapet. 

« 

The  entrance  to  the  Engine  House  is  by  a  modem 
low  door  with  a  plain  pointed  arch.  The  west  wall 
terminates  in  a  gpble  flanked  by  buttresses  in  three 
stages^  l^etween  which  there  is  a  window  bricked  up  df 
four  lights  with  Berpendicular  tracery. 

The  South  Aisle  has  five  windows  of  four  lights 
each^  with  Decorated  tracery,  varying  alternately  in  each 
window,  the  labels  springing  from  corbel  heads.  Between 
every  window  there  is  a  buttress  of  two  stages,  finishing 
with  pediments  ornamented  with  masqued  gargoyles. 
The  second  stage  of  the  buttress  near  the  porch  has  a 
niche,  (bilt  no  figure,)  with  a  crocketed  and  finialed 
pediment  and  canopy,  sadly  mutilated.  Near  tliis, 
under  the  window,  there  has  been  a  low  but  broad 
opening,  (now  walled  up)  with  a  pointed  arch  richly 
moulded ;  under  the  window  next  to  the  porch  there 
appears  to  have  been  also  another  opening, — ^indeed, 
there  is  every  evidence  that  formerly  a  chapel  of  some 
kind  was  erected  here.  This  aisle  has  a  plain  cornice 
and  projecting  parapet,  alternately ;  rectangular  pom- 
partments  diagonally  divided  having  trefoiled  traceiy, 
and  a  continued  ogee  moulding,  also  trefoiled.  The 
east  wall  has  a  window  of  five  lights,  with  Perpendicular 
cinquefoiled  tracery,  and  quatrefoiled  recesses.  Above 
this  window  there  is  a  parapet  with  pierced  quatrefoiled 
circles,  and  at  the  south  east  angle  above  the  buttresses 
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rises  a  square  pinnacle,  paneled,  with  canopies  and 
niches  for  statues,  and  a  crocketed  and  finialed  cone. 
The  west  wall  has  a  window  similar  to  this,  except 
that  it  is  divided  into  stages  hy  a  transom,  it  has 
a  continued  ogee  parapet,  trefoiled,  and  at  the  angle 
is  also  a  square  pinnacle. 

The  north  front  of  the  Noi-th  Aisle  is  pierced  with 
seven  windows,  having  tracery  similar  to  the  south  aisle, 
except  that  the  patterns  do  not  in  every  case  vary 
alternately.  Near  the  window  next  to  the  west  end, 
there  was  formerly  a  charnel-house,  which  is  shewn  in 
Stennef  s  view  of  this  church.  The  north  entrance  door 
has  a  pointed  arch  and  label,  and  above  this  the  string 
course  that  runs  underneath  the  windows,  is  turned  at 
a  right  angle,  and  is  brought  over  the  door  and  forms 
another,  but  a  square  label.  Between  each  window 
are  buttresses  in  two  stages,  with  richly-carved  pediments^ 
having  delicate  crockets  and  finials,  with  dnquefoiled 
tracery,  again  trefoiled.  Most  of  these  pediments  are 
in  a  very  ruinous  condition,  and  several  of  the  finials 
have  disappeared.  The  parapet  is  plain,  having  a 
cornice  ornamented  with  bosses.  The  east  end  is 
pierced  with  a  window  mmilar  to  the  other  aisle,  and 
above  this  there  is  a  cornice  with  bosses  and  heads. 
The  parapet  which  is  of  a  late  Perpendicular  period,  of 
the  time  of  Henry  viii,  is  divided  into  three  unequal 
compartments,  by  square  turrets.  These  comparttnents 
are  again  subdivided  into  square  panels,  having  net- 
like tracery  of  a  very  minute  and  .delicate   design, 

exceedingly  well   sculptiu-ed.     This  tracery  has  been 
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compared  to  tliat  of  Henry  the  Seventh's  chapel  at 
Westminster,*  which  it  certainly  resembles  in  richness. 
The  square  turret  at  the  north-east  angle  has  canopies 
and  niches,  containing  figures  of  knights.     These  how- 
ever have  not  escaped  the  visitation  of  the  Puritans,  who 
appear  to  have  beheaded  them.  Above  the  canopies  is  a 
pinnacle  with  finial  and  crockets.     The  other  two  turrets 
are  similar  to  this,  but  on  a  much  smaller  scale ;  the 
statues  also  remain  in  these.     Formerly  a  chapel  stood 
against  this  end  of  the  aisle.     It  was  taken  down  in  1 71 7. 
At  the  angle  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  nave  and 
aisle,  with  the  chancel,  there  is  a  small  building,  in  which 
are  constructed  the  stairs  leading  to  the  organ  loft;  it  is 
lighted  by  a  square-headed  window  of  four  lights.     The 
west  wall  is  pierced  with  a  window  similar  to  the  east 
end,  and  has  a  plain  parapet     At  the  angle  rises  an 
octangular  turret  with  canopies,  pediments,  and  niches. 
It  has  had  three  tiers  of  statues,  several  of  which  remain, 
worthy  of  being  admired  for  their  minute  yet  perfect 
workmanship.     The  turret  is  crowned  with  a  handsome 
crocketed  pinnacle,  veiy  much  dilapidated,  which  ap- 
pears as  if  the  first  eddy  of  wind  would  hurl  to  the  earth. 

The  South  wall  of  the  Nave  is  pierced  with  fourteen 
windows  of  two  lights  each,  with  Decorated  tracery,  the 
design  varied  alternately.  Between  each  window  is  a 
slightly  projecting  buttress,  having  a  canopy  and  pedestal; 
but  only  one  of  the  figures  remain,  above  the  canopy  is 

*  By  E.  J.  Wibon,  Esq.  in  his  description  of  Boston  Church  in 
Britton  8  Architectural  Antiquities. 
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a  plain  pediment;  and  the  parapet  is  paneled  witli  circles, 
baying  quatrefoiled  tracery.  The  north  wall  of  the  nave 
is  similar  to  this,  except  that  four  of  the  stone  statues 
remain.  The  east  end  has  a  pierced  parapet  of  quatre- 
foiled drcles,  with  a  cornice  ornamented  with  bosses. 
Beyond  this  parapet  rises  the  gable,  in  which  were 
formerly  two  doors  (now  walled  up)  opening  into  the 
roof.  The  parapet  is  pierced  and  carved  as  the  x)ne 
below  it ;  at  the  apex  there  is  the  opening  for  the 
Sanctus  Bell,*  over  which  rises  a  neat  cross.  The 
angles  of  this  wall  have  strong  buttresses  with  octangular 
pinnacles,  paneled  with  crocketed  cones,  terminating 
in  boldly-carved  finials.  Near  these  angles  are  the 
sood  turrets,  having  stone  staircases,  now  leading  to  the 
chancel  roof,  but  both  formerly  led  to  the  rood-loft. 

The  South  wall  of  the  Chancel  has  five  windows 
of  the  same  number  of  lights  each,  two  of  these  have 

*  Outside  the  roof  of  some  charches  on  the  apex  of  the  eastern 
gable  of  the  nave  is  a  small  open  arch  or  turret^  in  which 
formerly  a  single  bell  was  suspended ;  this  was  the  sanctus  or 
sacrmge  bell,  thus  placed,  that  being  near  the  idtar,  it  might  be 
the  more  readily  rung,  when,  in  concluding  the  ordinary  of  the 
mass,  the  priest  pronounced  the  Ter-tanctw,  to  draw  attention 
to  that  more  solemn  office,  the  canon  of  the  mass,  which  he  was 
now  about  to  commence.  It  was  also  rung  at  a  subsequent  part  of 
the  service,  on  the  elevation  and  adoration  of  the  host  and  chalice 
after  consecration,  but  though  the  arch  remains  on  the  gable  of 
the  nave  of  many  churches,  the  bell  thus  suspended  is  retained  in 
few,  generally  however,  a  small  hand  bell  was  carried,  and  rung 
at  the  proper  times  in  the  service,  by  the  acolyte.  Bloxam*s 
Gothic  Architecture. 
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Perpendicular  tracery,  tlie  others  Decorated;  the  mould-- 
ings  of  the  whole  are  however  of  a  similar  form* 
Under  the  centre  window  is  a  low  pointed  door  with  an 
embattled  frontispiece  of  a  very  poor  design  and  work- 
manship; above  the  arch  is  an  ogee  label,  terminating  in 
a  finia],  very  much  out  of  proportion.  This  frontispiece 
and  door  appears  to  have  been  an  addition  to  the 
chancel,  and  the  decorations  connected  with  it  seem  to 
have  been  poorly  copied  from  the  west  entrance. 
Between  each  window  there  is  a  buttress,  divided  by 
set-offs  or  slopes  in  three  stages,  crowned  by  a  paneled 
pinnacle  placed  diagonally,  embattled,  and  crocketed. 
The  cornice  is  ornamented  with  bosses  and  heads,  and 
the  parapet  above  each  bay  is  divided  into  six  square 
divisions,  alternately  a  square  multifoiled  with  a  boss  ii> 
tjie  centre,  and  a  square  subdivided  into  three  pointed 
arches  with  trefoiled  tracery. 

Against  the  two  windows  next  the  west,  stood  formerly 
the  sacristy  and  vestry,  or  revestry^  which  with  a  porcK 
then  standing  before  the  present  door,  were  removed 
about  eighty  years  since.  Against  the  sacristy  and  east 
end  of  the  south  aisle  there  was  a  building,  called 
Taylor's  Hall,  though  probably  the  whole  of  these  were 
chapels  formerly.  The  following  order  of  the  vestry,  re- 
lates to  this  buildingy  "  1 725,  at  a  vestr}^  meeting  holden 
on  the  18th  of  May,  it  was  ordered  that  the  buildings 
adjoining  the  church,  known  by  the  name  of  Taylor's 
Hall,  be  taken  down,  and  the  materials  thereof  applied 
to  the  use  of  the  church,  and  the  wiudow  blocked,  up  by 
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the  said  window  be  opened  and  glazed,  as  tlie  other 
windows  in  the  soath  aisle." 

The  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  similar  to  the  south, 
except  that  the  door  has  no  frontispiece,  and  one  of  the 
windows  is  half  blocked  up. 

The  east  end  has  a  window  of  seven  lights,  with  a 
transom  and  Perpendicular  traceiy.  It  appears  to  have 
been  reduced  in  length,  and  the  design  changed,  probably 
at  the  same  time  the  present  altar  piece  was  erected. 
The  parapet  is  ornamented  as  the  gable  of  the  nave, 
with  a  cross  at  the  apex.  At  the  angles  are  buttresses 
and  pinnacles  similar  to  those  of  the  side  walls. 

Entering  by  the  Porch  we  are  first  attracted  by  the 
elaborate  oak  carving  of  the  south  door,  of  two  different 
designs  in  the  Decorated  style,  where  the  beautiful 
forms  and  ramifications  of  this  era  of  Gothic  Archi- 
tecture are  displayed  to  unusual  advantage.  Passing 
this  excellent  specimen  of  ancient  workmanship,  we 
perceive  the  Font  *  before  us,  which  replaced  in  1 662, 
the  one  mentioned  by  Leland :  it  is  of  the  debased  style 
of  that  period.     Around  the  pedestal  are  the  following 

*  '<  According  to  a  former  constitution^  too  much  neglected  in 
many  placed^  we  appoint  that  there  shall  be  a  Font  of  stone  in 
every  church  and  Chapel  where  baptism  is  to  be  ministered^  the 
same  to  be  set  in.  the  ancient  usual  places^  in  which  only  Fonl| 
the  Minister  shall  baptize  publicly/*  Canon  81  of  the  Church 
of  England. 
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names; Henry  Calverly,  John  Murphin,  and  Samuel 
Browne.  It  is  formed  of  marble,  mih  on  ogee  wooden 
cover,  painted  and  gilded,  having  the  apex  ornamented 
with  a  crown.  It  stands  on  a  basement  of  four 
courses,  exactly  between  the  north  and  south  entrance 
doors,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  west  end  of  the  nave,  ^'a 
situation  originally  selected  by  the  fathers  of  the  church, 
for  the  administration  of  the  first  sacrament  of  Christian- 
ity, afl  emblematical  of  the  spiritual  warfare  on  which 
the  young  aspirant  for  a  celestial  inheritance  had  then 
entered,  who  was  required,  in  his  progress  through  this 
life  towards  an  everlasting  habitation,  to  fight  his  way 
like  a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Chiist  against  the  three 
great  adversaries  which  were  continually  opposed  to  his 
success,  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil.  Thus,  in 
pursuance  of  the  same  metaphorical  imagery,  the  nave 
was  termed  the  church  militant,  and  the  choir  or  chancel 
the  church  triumphant.'' 

The  west  end  of  the  Nave  under  the  Tower  is  cover- 
ed with  a  flat  paneled  ceiling  with  the  beams  arched^ 
having  the  spandrels  pierced  with  Perpendicular  tracery, 
the  effect  of  this  part  of  the  church  is  very  imposing, 
occasioned  by  its  great  height,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
west  window,  with  its  beautiful  tracery.  The  efiect  is 
exceedingly  good,  but  we  cannot  view  it  without  re- 
gretting the  loss  of  that  which  once  adorned  it  ^'  the 
storied  lattices."  How  grand  and  magnificent  must  it 
have  appeared,  when  the  setting  sun  poured  his  softened 
rays  amongst  the  dim  and  gloomy  yet  appropriate 
atmosphere  of  the  interior^  throwing  a  rich  and  mellow 
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tint  over  the  paneled  surface  of  the  surrounding  walls. 
A  modem  writer  has  observed  of  Gothic  Architecture 
that  ^^  if  the  highest  display  of  elegant  combination  be 
not  found  in  the  ever-varjing  designs  of  its  windows,  in 
the  diversified  exuberance  of  its  foliage,  bosses,  and 
crockets,  of  the  cornices,  ceilings,  and  pinnacles, — ^in  the 
undulating  forms  of  its  mouldings, — in  the  clustered 
richness  of  the  tall  pillar,  or  the  sweeping  arch, — in 
the  luxuriant  tracery,  or  branching  ribs  of  the  vaulted 
ceilings, —  or  in  the  elaborate  varieties,  of  screen, 
niche,  canopy,  altar,  and  stall, — ^it  is  to  be  found 
nowhere.  Nor  is  the  excellence  of  this  style  less  in  the 
command  which  it  has  of  the  picturesque,  in  the  external 
distribution  of  its  masses,  its  shadowy  or  its  flying 
buttresses,  its  dignified  porches,  its  rising  gables,  its 
varying  outlines  of  plan,  broken  only  to  enhance  the 
interest,  and  its  elegant  and  airy  finishings  of  battle- 
ment, pinnacle,  and  tower,  by  which  the  eye  is  carried 
off  into  the  clouds.  But  of  all  the  combinations  in 
which  this  great  style  displays  its  master-power,  there  is 
none  so  impressive  as  the  effect  of  a  well-composed 
interior."  In  tliese  it  may  be  truly  said  the  Gothic 
Architects  displayed  their  power.  It  was  in  these  that 
art  and  science  brought  their  every  aid  towards  decorat- 
ing the  temple  of  religion,  and  they  did  it  not  in  vain,  for 
who  that  has  entered  one  of  om*  ancient  cathedrals,  has  not 
been  impressed  with  feelings  of  devotion  and  awe, — who 
has  not  been  amazed  at  the  stupendous  mass  of  stone 
which  appears  to  have  grown  up  by  itself,  so  well  does 
every  minutia  harmonize  with  the  whole ;  who  has  not 
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admired  the  clustered  pillars  of  giant  height  and  mas* 
sive  strength^  from  which  spring  richly-moulded  arches 
proportionate  in  height  and  span^  and  groined  roofs, 
winding  in  endless  ramifications  ? 

'^  Where  light  and  shade  repose^  where  music  dwelb. 
Lingering — ^and  wandering  on  as  loth  to  die ; 
Like  thoughts  whose  very  sweetness  yieldeth  proof 
That  they  were  bom  for  immortality/* 


The  nave  is  separated  from  the  aisles  hy  seven  pointed 
arches  on  clustered  pillars,  with  plain  moulded  bases 
and  caps :  between  the  clerestory  windows  is  a  kind  of 
impost  from  which  spring  the  arches  of  the  groined 
ceiling,  formed  of  oak  ornamented  with  ribs,  and  the 
intersections  terminating  in  minutely  carved  bosses :  the 
effect  of  this  roof  is  slightly  marred  by  the  want  of 
height,  bnt  it  appears  that  this  was  an  addition  to  the 
original  design  of  the  builders,  for  the  nave  with  the 
aisles  and  chancel  were  formerly  covered  with  flat 
paneled  ceilings,  filled  in  with  paintings  of  various 
scriptural  and  historical  subjects :  part  of  one  of  these 
paintings  stiQ  remains  on  a  tie  beam  of  the  nave  roof; 
under  these  beams  on  each  wall,  is  a  cornice  of  stone 
with  bosses,  which  were  anciently  seen  in  the  interior 
of  the  church. 

Rather  more  than  four  of  the  arched  diviaons  of  the 
nave  and  aisles,  are  fitted  up  with  pews,  -  and  seats  of 
different  sizes  and  descriptions,  to  suit  the  taste    of 
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tlie  occupiers,  or  owners.  *  The  pulpit  is  fixed  to 
the  second  pillar  firom  the  east  end  on  the  south  side, 
it  is  of  a  dark  colored  oak  with  fltited  columns  of 
the  Ionic  order,  with  semi-circular  arches  on  pilasters. 
It  is  hexagonal,  and  with  the  sounding  board,  is 
embossed  With  carving  of  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Opposite  to  the  pulpit  on  the  north  side  is  the  seat  of 
the  Mayor,  under  a  pediment  supported  by  fluted 
Corinthian  columns ;  in  the  front  is  the  Corporation 
Arms  and  the  name  of  the  Mayor  at  the  time  this 
seat  was  erected. 

Az.  three  crowns  in  pale  or. 
Charles  Twell,  Mayor  1743. 

In  the  South  Aisle  near  the  east  end,  are  three 
stone  stalls  with  pointed  arches  cinquefoiled,  on  clustered 
pillars  i  the  mouldings  of  the  arches  spring  from  corbel 
heads.  Near  these  stalls  are  two  niches  with  elaborately^ 
scuHpured  pedestals  and  canopies,  and  between  them  is  a 
broad  recess  with  a  pointed  arcih.  Here  before  the 
Reformation^  was  probably  a  private  chapel  or  additional 
altar,  f     In  this  and  the  opposite  aisle  are  several  of 


*  By  the  general  law>  and  of  common  rights  all  the  pews  in 
the  Parish  Church  are  the  common  property  of  the  Parish}  they 
are  for  the  use  in  common  of  the  parishioners^  who  are  all  entitled 
to  he  seated  orderly  and  conveniently,  so  as  best  to  provide  for 
the  accommodation  of  all.    Sir  John  NicholL 

t  In  the  south  wall  of  each  aisle  near  the  east  end,  and  also  in 
other  parts  of  the  church,  we  frequently  find  the  same  kind  of 
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tliese  broad  recesses^  two  of  thein  in  tbis  aisle  are 
occupied  by  altar  tombs,  one  a  knigbt  of  alabaster  in 
his  harness,  lying  recumbent  on  the  tomb  which  is  also 
formed  of  alabaster,  paneled  in  front,  with  angels 
bearing  shields,  under  ogee  canopies  crocheted  and 
jfinialed,  and  separated  by  buttresses  in  two  divisions ; 
the  other  is  an  alabaster  figure  of  a  lady  on  a  tomb  of 
black  marble,  ornamented  in  front* with  .quatrefoiled 
circles  enclosing  shields.     Tliese  aisles  as  mentioned 


recesses^  &c.  as  in  the  chancel.  This  is  a  plain  indication  that  an 
altar  has  been  erected  in  this  part  of  the  church,  and  this  end  of 
the  aisle  was  generally  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  church  by 
a  screen^  the  lower  part  of  panel,  the  upper  part  of  open  work 
tracery,  of  stone  or  wood,  similar  to  that  forming  the  division 
between  the  chancel  and  nave,  and  the  space  thus  enclosed  was 
converted  into  or  became  a  private  chapel  or  chantry,  for  it  was 
anciently  the  custom^  especially  during  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  centuries,  for  lords  of  manors^  and  persons  of  wealth  and 
local  importance  to  build  or  annex  small  chapels  or  side  aisles 
to  their  parish  churches,  and  these  were  endowed  by  license  from 
the  crown^  with  land  -sufficient  for  the  maintenance>  either 
wholly  or  in  part  of  one  or  more  priests^  who  were  to  celebrate 
private  masses  daily  or  otherwise^  as  the  endowment  expressed 
at  the  altar  erected  therein,  and  dedicated  to  some  saint,  for  the 
souls  of  the  Sounder,  his  ancestor,  and  posterity,  for  whose 
remains  these  chantry  chapels  frequently  served  as  burial  places. 
At  this  service,  however,  no  congregation  was  required  to  be 
present,  but  merely  the  priest,  and  an  acolyte  to  assist  him,  and 
it  was  in  allusion  to  the  low  or  private  masses  thus  performed, 
that  Bishop  Jewell,  whilst  condemning  the  practice  as  untenable, 
observes  "  and  even  suche  be  their  private  masses,  for  the  most 
part  sayde  in  side  iles,  alone,  without  companye  of  people,  onely 
with  one  boye  to  make  answer.**    Biojtums  Gotkic  Architecture. 
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above,  had  formerly  flat  paneled  ceilings  which  were 
taken  down  and  the  present  groined  roof,  erected  under 
the  direction  of  a  carpenter,  who  has  displayed  much 
skill  in  its  construction,  although  some  of  the  details 
are  rather  faulty. 

The  Chancel  is  ascended  from  the  nave  by  a  row  of 
two  steps,  and  the  place  of  the  rood-loft  is  occupied  by  the 
organ  and  singing  gaUery,  supported  on  Ionic  columns. 

The  ancient  stalls  still  remain.  It  has  been  con- 
jectured ''  that  these  were  probably  designed  for  the  use 
of  the  masters  and  brethren  of  the  religious  guilds, 
formerly  existing  in  Boston. ''  it  appears  also,  that  the 
chancel  was  before  the  Reformation  divided  by  a  screen 
into  two  parts,  near  the  three  steps  which  run  across 
from  the  north  and  south  doors.  In  one  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Records  mention  is  made  of  this  circumstance,  and 
they  are  called  "  our  Ladye's  quere  and  St.  Peter's 
quere,''  and  Holies  in  his  manuscript  notes  has  the 
description  of  a  brass  which  at  that  time  existed,  '^  In 
chore  Sanctorum  Petri  et  Pauli  ad  Boream.''  The 
cliapel  of  our  Lady  in  St.  Botolph's  Church  occm's  in 
Pope  Julius  XI.  Pardon  granted  to  the  people  of 
Boston,  1510. 

The    seats    are  placed    in    double    rows  and  the 

following  account  of  the  carvings  on  the  subsellise, 

is  extracted  ftom  an  anonymous   description  of  this 
church. 

"  The  subsellia),  or  small  seat*  that  move  on  a  pivot, 
with  which  the  stalls  are  furnished,  when  turned  uj> 


40  BOSTOK. 

exhibit  those  bold  reliefs  which  are  usual  in  such  aitttif^ 
tions ;  and  either  refer  to  andent  legends  of  lite  saints, 
to  the  local  hisfovy  of  the  place,  or  display  in  symbol  or 
caricature  the  pursuits  or  propensities  of  individuals* 
Thus  the  figure  of  a  sdioolmaster  using  his  birch  on  the 
bare  posteriors  of  a  delinquent  pupil^  while  others  are 
witnessing  the  infliction  with  exalting  countenances^ 
bears  an  evident  aUusion  either  to  a  general  custom  <»r 
a  particular  occurrence.  We  have  also  a  representa-' 
tion  of  two  human  figures^  with  large  ears,  placed  back 
to  back,  each  biting  the  tail  of  some  small  animal* 
These  may  have  been  the  portraits  of  two  notorious 
calumniators  or  backbiters,  who  are  furnished  with 
asses  ears  to  portray  their  stupidity  and  rice.  The 
following  may  also  have  a  reference  to  flie  practices  of 
eminent  individuals,  A  bear  dressed  in  human  habili-' 
ments  hob-nobbing  with  other  senimalft,  may  allude  to 
some  person  of  exalted  statioB,  whose  mde  manne» 
and  plebian  vices  were  a  stain  on  his  fioniiy  and  rank, 
and  were  thus  held  up  to  publfc  reprobation.  A  knight 
placed  on  hi^eback  with  his  face  towards  the  ta3,  the 
reins  m  his  left  hand  and  a  hoarse  shoe  in  his  r^ht, 
may  have  been  intended  to  portray  some  recreant 
warrior  who  had  deserted  hi»  post  in  th^  day  rf  batde, 
er  violated  his  parole>  and  the  horse  shoe  wa» ]Hrobid^ 
the  pasrticular  cognizance  which  pointed  oat  the  individ* 
ual  referred  to.  On  another  stall  appears  a  man  widi 
bow  and  arrows,  led  by  a  woman  with  a  spindle  and 
distaff.  This  represents  a  hen-pecked  hmbacnd,  a  well 
known  character  probably  ia  ^hose  days,  for  he  bites  his 
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fingers  in  an  agony  of  despair,  and  seems  to  follow  the 
white  sergeant  with  mai'ked  reluctance.  On  one  stall 
is  depicted  a  man  slaying  a  dragon^  and  on  another  an 
armed  individual  killing  a  griffin  or  some  such  monster 
with  a  sword.  The  former  may  be  St  George,  as  a 
Guild  existed  at  Boston  which  was  dedicated  to  this 
Saint;  and  the  latter  might  have  some  indirect  reference 
to  St  Paul  fighting  with  wild  beasts  at  Ephesus, 
(1  Cor.  XV.  32,)  particularly  as  these  stalls  were  some 
of  them  erected  by,  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
brethren  of  the  Guild  of  St  Peter  and  St.  Paul.  A 
cluster  of  singing  birds,  listening  to  two  pigs  blowing 
trumpets,  is  a  fine  satire  on  some  pretenders  to  musical 
excellence  without  either  taste  or  knowledge.  Bear 
baiting  was  a  sport  of  great  antiquity  in  this  kingdom, 
and  was  in  such  repute  at  tlie  time  when  these  stalls 
were  erected,  that  the  bearward  was  an  officer  in  the 
royal  establishment,  it  was  an  amusement  with  which 
our  virgin  Queen  was  "  right  well  pleased  j "  and  it  is 
recorded  that  the  foreign  ambassadors  were  usually 
entertained  at  this  period  with  the  baiting  of  buUs  and 
bears  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  Here  therefore  we 
have  a  lively  picture  of  a  bear  baiting.  A  fierce  dog 
has  made  a  successful  attack  upon  bruin's  snout,  who 
tries  to  retaliate  by  giving  his  antagonist  the  fi:atemal 
hug.  The  bearward  has  some  difficulty  in  restraining 
another  dog  from  making  a  dart  at  the  grisly  monster 
before  the  former  combat  is  decided.  This  delineation 
is  flanked  by  two  other  bears,  chained  and  ready  for  a 
continuation  of  the  sport.    We  have  also  the  represen- 

n 
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tation  of  a  stag  hunt.  The  hound  appears  by  the  side 
of  the  game,  and  the  huntsman  with  his  arrow  on  the 
string  and  bow  extended,  is  just  in  the  act  of  shooting. 
Many  of  these  subsefiiae  are  decorated  with  bouquets  of 
flowers,  heads,  and  sin^e  animals ;  and  atnongst  others 
the  following,  whose  meaning  is  not  quite  so  obyious. 
On  one  of  them  we  see  portrayed  some  animal,  an  ass 
probably  on  its  knees,  feeding  out  of  a  vessel  which  is 
held  by  one  person,  while  another  is  ludicrously 
attempting  to  mount  upon  its  back  by  scrambling  over 
the  tail.  A  second  exhibits  a  tranquil  scene  of  rural 
life ;  a  woman  spinning  from  a  distaff  in  the  midst  of 
her  poultry,  and  attended  by  her  fidthful  dog.  On 
another,  an  eagle  displayed  between  two  heads.  Then 
we  have  a  boat  containing  two  persons  closely  wrapped 
up  in  warm  clothing  to  exclude  the  weather,  while  a 
third  appears  behind  them  nsxked,  in  the  act  of  playing 
on  some  wind  instrument.  In  another  is  a  large  castle 
on  the  back  of  an  elephant,  whose  hinder  parts  appear 
through  an  archway.  Then  we  are  gratified  by  the  sight 
of  a  reverend  prelate  seated  on  a  throne,  and  attended 
on  one  side  by  a  cock,  the  emblem  of  vigilance ;  and 
on  the  other  by  an  animal  with  a  book  as  an  appropriate 
Symbol  of  learning.  After  this  follows  a  savage  with  a 
club,  doing  battle  r  gainst  a  wild  beast,  flanked  on  one 
side  by  a  naked  man,  crosslegged  and  finished  with  a 
club  and  shield ;  and  on  the  other  by  a  lion  sejant,  or 
probably  a  man  in  a  lion's  skin ;  for  this  delineation 
might  be  intended  to  represent  a  scene  in  the  pageants 
which  formed  the  most  popular  diversion  of  these  times; 
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wbeYci  jugglers  or  mumiiiers,  by  measns  of  masks  aod 
the  skins  of  beasts,  assumed  every  kind  of  form ;  and 
eicpert  artists  in  these  games  could  not  Only  imitate  ftie 
habits,  but  even  the  ciy  of  any  wild  or  domestic  animal. 
On  an  adjoining  seat  is  the  representation  of  several 
imimnk  woiTying  a  man  which  may  perhaps  have  a 
reference  to  the  same  amusement.  With  two  others  I 
conclude  my  view  of  the  stalls.  One  represents  a 
female  head  crowned,  and  st  each  ear  small  winged 
figures,  I  think  demons ;  and  ;he  odiei^  bears  a  pedestal, 
round  which  two  serpents  are  entwined,  whose  tails  are 
recq^ectively  held  by  a  person  on  each  side.  These  are 
attended  by  angels  bearing  censers." 

The  wall?  of  the  Chancel  pre  wainscoted  so  that  it 
is  impossible  to  see  whether  the  lockyers>  laTa,tories, 
&C.  still  remain.  The  altar  screen  is  sadly  out  of 
character  rith  the  building,  being  in  the  Corinthian 
order.  It  is  a  sanded  elevation  with  Coiinthian  columns 
and  pilasters  and  ^.ras  erected  in  the  year  1743,  when 
the  one  fonrerly  occupying  its  place  which  was  new  in 
1723,  Tras  publicly  sold  to  the  Churchwardens  of 
Gedney.  The  compartments  of  the  present  screen 
contain  paintings  presented  to  the  church  by  William 
Smith  Esq.,  and  were  executed  by  P.  Mequignon, 
from  the  celebrated  paintings  by  Rubens  in  the  great 
Church  at  Antwerp.  The  central  compartment  contains 
a  representation  of  the  Crucifixion,  flanked  by  the 
Annunciation  and  Presentation  in  the  Temple  ;  and 
above  in  a  semi-circular  panel  is  the  Ascension  into 
Heaven. 
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We  now  give  the  notes  taken  by  Colonel  Holles, 
which  will  shew  to  what  extent  this  church  suffered  at 
the  hands  of  Cromwell  and  the  Puritans.  (Tradition 
asserts  that  he  used  the  aisles  as  stables  for  his  horses:) 

Villa  de  Boston  incorporate  fuit  in  Burgnm  14o.  die 
Haij  Ano.  87,  Hen.  8. 

In  Fenestra  auatrali  cancelK. 
Barrj  of  6  arg.  and  az.  in  chief)  Ricus  Flemming  epus.  Lin- 


3  lozenges  Gu.  A  mitre  on  (he 
2d  bar. 


coin,  qnondam  Rector  istins 
ecclesiie.* 


Sa.  a  cross  engrailed,  or Ufford, 

OuarterlY    I®"'  ^  ^aterbougets,  arg. Ros, 

^  ^ '    I  Arg.  a  fesse  betw.  2  bars  gemels,  O.  Badlesmere. 

«»-»"•  {Ir.S  »S^J?;  jK]  'w»^- 

n    w   1      (Arg.  a  chief,  az.  over  an  a  bend,  On.  CnnntewU. 
V^uaneny.   Jche^jjy^  q,  and  Gu.  a  cMef,  ermine.  Tateskale. 

uuOtrvxr^"mjM»-fir«»»-r  _ann.inn.ru- a -innirr~if~irir  -|-  -  -  *  -•riTTT~r*^'T'^"T*^^ri*^~^inrfTrTii — nT^^rv^i"^^~~-*^^"V"^'^*^^'^^"^*"  ■  ■  - 

*  *'  Richard  Flemming  received  the  jurisdiction  of  the  see  of 
Lincoln  from  the  Pope>  May  \%  14M,  add  was  translated  hence 
to  the  see  of  Yorlc^  in  1424,  by  the  same  influence  at  Rome. 
But  his  nomination  to  Torlc  was  resisted  by  the  king  (Htory  V.) 
merely,  it  may  be  presumed  to  show  that  the  papal  jurisdiction 
in  this  country  was  not  paramount.  Flemming  accordingly  returned 
to  Lincolnt  and  died  at  his  palace  in  Sleaford,  January  85,  1430. 
He  was  buried  in  a  chapel  which  he  built  on  the  north  side,  near 
the  east  end  of  the  cathedral.  There  .is  a  fine  monument  in  the 
chapel,  with  his  figure  hewn  in  freestone,  and  pontificaHy 
hubited.  Beneath  is  a  stone  figure  in  a  shroud.  He  founded 
Lincoln  college,  Oxford.*'  HUtonf  of  Lmcoln. 
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In  Fenestra  bareali  cancellL 

Or,  a  lion  rampant  doable  queue,  sa Welles, 

Welles,  with  a  label  of  3  points,  arg.      Welles. 


Empaled. 


[q»«»i,.  -(gf^ 


WilluffAby, 


In  Fenestra  ocddentali  ex  dextra  Campanilis* 

Sa,  a  crescent,  or,  between  2  roses  in  chief,  and  a  mullet 
in  base,  arg. 

Arg.  a  fesse,  and  a  mullet  in  cheife,  sa,  bis. 

In  Fenestris  Campanilis. 
Sa.  a  chevron  betw.  3  bells,  arg. 

Plures  Fenestras  campanis  circumductae, 

Sa.  a  crescent,  or,  between  2  roses  in  chief,  and  a  mullet 
in  base,  arg. 

Quarterly.   1    ^^-  | WiUughbif. 

The  crest  a  saracen's  head. 
Gu.  3  waterbougets,  arg Ros* 

m 

^  ,       fArg.achief,Ghi.oTerallabend,az.   Crumwelh 

quarterly,   jchecky,  or,  andGu.  a  chief,  ermine.    TateshaU. 

Arg*  a  ehevron  betw.  3  ranis'  heads  erased,  Gu< 

Tumulus  marmareus  serefixus^ 

Hie  jacet  Willus.  Smithe  quondam  Yicarius  istius  ecelii^, 
in  decretis  Baccalaureus,  et  Prsbendarius  Praebend.  de 
Hather,  Prsbend  in  cathedral  eccB&.  Line,  qui  obiit  13o. 
die  Aprilis,  Anno  Dni.  1505.  Cujus,  &c. 

*  This  family  resided  near  the  place  now  called  '  Willoughby 

Hills,*  about  a  mile  from  Boston. 

V 
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Tumuli  marmorei  in  terra. 

Hie  jaeet  Dnus.  Willas.  Bonde  Baccalaurens  Theologian, 
quondam  Rector  ecclias  de  Stek^ey,  qui  obiit  15o.  die 
Decembris,  Aimo  Dni  1485.  Cujus  mimae  &c. 

Hie  jacet  Dnus.  Willus.  Newton,  Rector  medietatis  EcclisB 
de  Leverton,  qui  obiit,  16o.  die  Novembris,  1543. 

In  Ch&ro  majari  versus  Anstrum. 

Ricus  Bolle  de  Haugh  iilius  Rici,  and  Mariannss  uxoris 
BUffi  filiae  Johis  Fitz-William  de  Malberthorp,  bis  yicecomes 
comitattks  Lincolnise,  sa^pe  provinciam  gerens  in  Scotia,  et 
Anglia,  obiit  6o.  die  Februarii,  Ano  Dni  1591.  Jana  filia 
Willi  Skipwith  Hilitis  prima  uxor,  per  quam  Carolus, 
Maria  nupta  Antonio  Tourney  de  Cavenby,  Anna  Leonardo 
Cracroft,  Gertruda  Leonarda  Kirkeman  de  Keale,  et  Ursula 
Johi  Kirkeman  desponsatse.  Anna,  secunda  Uxor,  per  quam 
nullus  exitus ;  Margareta,  tertia  Conjux,  per  quam  Ricus, 
Johes  et  Johanna. 

RobtuB  Townley  Contrarotulator  Port(is  et  Aldermannus 
Boston  obiit  8o.  die  Martii,  Anno  1585.  Johanna  uxor  ejus 
relida  Rici  Skepper  de  East  Kirkeby,  sepulta  jacet  apud 
East  Kirkeby. 


Quarterly. 


'Arg.  a  fe8se,in  chirf,  3  mullets,  sa.)      ^      j^ 
a  crescent  for  difference.                   J  *'"  ^' 

8a.  8  goats  salient,  arg Gatefard, 

Johes  Nutting  obiit  in  Crastino  Nativitatis  beatae  Maris 
1380,  litera  Dnicalis  O.  Agnes  Uxor  ejus  obiit  26o.  die 
NoTemberis,  Anno  1420. 

The  mortall  corps  that  lyeth  here  under  stone. 
Was  of  Roger  Shaueloke  the  wife  clepyd  Jone; 
Of  London  he  was  Citizen,  on  pilgrimage  he  went 
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To  our  Lady  of  Walsin^hara  *  with  full  good  intent, 
And  so  reader^  to  their  country,  disporting  in  their  life, 
But  cniell  death  that  spareth  none,  he  tooke  away  tlie  wife. 
In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1488,  the  day  of  Ascention, 
All  good  Christian  people  pray  for  her  of  your  devotion. 

Johes  Leeke  Mercator  de  Boston  obiit  ultimo  die  Februarii 
Ano.  Dni.  1527.     Alicia,  et  Johanna  uxores  ejus. 

Hie  jacet  prostratus  Ricus  Frere  tumulatus 
Gildam  dilexit,  quam  munere  saspe  provexit. 
Anno  milleno  C.  obiit  quatuor  et  duodeno^ 
Bis  J  ulii  senoque  die  migravit  amoeno. 
Uxor  et  Alicia  sepelitur  juncta  Johanna, 
Spreverunt  vitia,  gustant  csli  modo  manna ; 
Audit  quique  pis  missam  come  voce  Marie, 
Alte  cantatam  per  Gildas  vota  locatam 
Papa  dies  donat  centum  Yeniaeque  coronat 
Nonus  ei  ver^  Bonifacius,  hunc  reverere. 

Johes  Dale  Mercator  Stapulse  (Fenestrarum .  reparator) 
obiit  16o.  die  Februarii,  Ano  Dni  1482. 

A  fesse  and  a  crescent  in  chief. Dale. 

Ricus  Brigges  Aldermannus  Boston  erexit  quatuor 

23o.  die  Martii  1584. 


In  choro  Sanctorum  Petri  et  Pauli  ad  Saream. 
» 

Ut  referunt  metra,  Mercator  olim  vocitatus 
Pescod  sub  petra  Walterus  hie  est  tumulatus. 


*The  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  at  Walsingham  fin  Norfolk* 
was  much  frequented  in  the  15th  century^  and  she  was  said  to 
perform  constant  miracles  there.  Foreigners  of  all  nations  went 
thither  on  pilgrimage,  and  even  Henry  the  8th  king  of  England 
is  said  to  have  visited  it  barefooted. 
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Qui  quinto  Jiilii  discessit  ab  orbe  Kalendas 
M.  C.  ter  octo  cui  nonageno  mage  prendas, 
Multa  Petri  Oildffi  bona  coutulit  ex  pietate. 

Vesiisj  et  versus  Pisis  instertmcta. 

Requiescens  in  Dno.  Heniicus  Butler  obiit  llo.  die 
Augusti  Ano.  1601}  setatis  sus  30o. 

Arg.  on  a  chevron^  az.  3  cups  covered,  or,  betw.  as  many 
demy  lyons  passant  gardant,  6u.  An  annulet  for  difference. 
To  his  crest  on  a  Torce,  or  and  az.  a  horse's  head  erased 
quarterly,  arg.  et  sa.-   Butler, 

Fenestris  cum  limbo  Clavium,  et  Gladiorum  a  Utera 
P.  pendentium,  viz, 

Alanus  filius  Robti  Lamkin  quondam  Canonicus  professns 
Monasterii  beats  Maris  de  Barlinges  obiit  undeeimo  die 
Maii,  Anno  Domini  1498. 

In  Navi  Ecclise. 

Thomas  Gull  obiit  7o.  die  Decembris,  Ano  Dni  1420. 

Thomas  Robertson  Mercator  Yillse  Calisice  obiit 

die  Mensis et  Elizabetha  uxor 

ejus,  que  obiit  25o.  die  Aprilis  Ano  Dni  1495,  et  Maria  uxor 
altera,  quae  obiit  2o.  die  Julii  Ano  Dni  1520.* 

Johes  Robinson  Arm.  Mercator  Stapuls  Villfls  Calisis 
(Anna,  Elizabetha,  et  Alianora  uxores  ejus,)  Fundavit 
duos  Capellanos  in  Oilda  beats  Maris  Virginis  in  Ecclia 
Parochial.  Sci.  Botulphi  de  Boston  in  perpetuum  celebraturofr 
pro  animabus,  &c.  &c.  obiit  circa  annum  statis  sus  72^ 
primo  die  mensis  Martii,  Anno  Dni  1525. 


*  See  the  account  of  Algarkirke  Churchy  in  ^rhicb^  in  Holiest 
Dotes^  mention  is  made  of  this  family* 
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A  fesse  dancettee  betw.  3  falcons. 

Athelardus  Kate,  Mercator  Stapula^  Aldermannus  Gildae 
Corpus  Christie  obiit  in  vigilia  Sci.  Matthis  Ado.  Dni.  1501. 
Uxores  ejus  Anna,  ac  Dna.  Elena. 

HicjacetWi]liis.Readede  Boston,  geo.  qui  obiit  Ano.  1400. 

Q      ,    ,       f  A  fesse  between  8  griffins'  heads  erased, 
i^narter  y.   -^^  chevrons  with  an  annulet. 

Robtus.  Tryggc  Mercator  de  Boston,  et  Alicia  uxor  ejus. 
Obiit  ille  35o.  die  Augusti  Ano.  1436. 

Ecce  sub  hoc  lapide  Thomas  Flete  sistit  humatus, 
'VI  mortis  rapidse  generosus  semp*  vocitaAits ; 
Hie  quisquis  steteris  ipsum  precibus  memoreris> 
Sponsam  defbnctam  simul  Aliciam  sibi  junctam ; 
M»  C  qaater  quadringeno  quoque  deno, 
Martii  quarta  dies  exstat  ei  requies. 

We  have  been  unable  to  identify  any  of  the  brasses 

mentioned  above,  but  the  floors  of  the  nave  and  aisles  are 

filled  with  slabs  on  which  were  formerly  figures  and 

inscriptions.  A  few  have  some  remnants  of  their  ancient 

splendour  still  existing,  but  so  miserably  mutilated '  that 

it  is  impossiUe  to   decipher  to  whose  memory  they 

referred.       Many  are  of  large  size  and  appear  to 

have    been  covered  with    ornamental  and    heraldric 

devices.     In  the  North  AMe  is  a  fine  stone  which  once 

had  two  full  length  figures  as  large  as  life,  placed 

nnder  canopies  beautifully  crocketed  and  finialed,   but 

one  has  been  impiously  torn  away.     Round  the  edge  of 

the  stone  is  a  wide  border  of  brass  divided  into  equal 

eompaortments^    containing  figures  of  these  Saints, — 

John  the  Evangelist,  Peter,  James^  Matthias,  Philip, 

w 
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Bartholomew,  Simon,  Thomas,  and  Jadas ;  each 
standing  under  a  canopy  and  bearing  the  instrument  by 
which  he  suffered  martyrdom.  The  inscriptions^  &c, 
of  the  Monuments  now  existing,  are  as  follows : 

In  Chancel. — On  the  Floor. 

Ar.  on  a  chevron  gu.  3  escallops.  Crest.  A  stork  with 
an  escallop  in  its  bill. 

Johannes  Tooly,  Armiger, 

Integer  vit®  scelerisq.  purus 

CoDiux  Fidessimus 

Pater  Cbarissimus 

Amiens  Certissimus 

Comes  Sravissimus 

Propinquorum  Delicium 

Egenorum  Prasidiom 

Bonorum  desiderium 

Non  eget  Monumento  ere  perenniori 

Bona  Pietatis  et  Charitatis  opera. 

Beatam  nomiais  memoriam 

iEtemitate  consecrarunt 

Obiit  Juhi  25 

Anno  Dom«  1686 

^tatis  sott  64. 

Hie  subtus  dormit  Johannes  Tooley,  Johannis  ac  Abigail 

Tooley  filius  qui  20o.  Feb.  Anno  Dom.  1718  i  vita  decessit 

fetalis  70.    A  Latere  Sinistro  Isabellas  Charissima  uxor  ejus 

sue  est  que  obiit  sexto  Janilarii|  Anno  Dom.  1722^  statis 

sue  74.    Otium  fuge. 

H.    S.    £• 

Johannes  Tooley,  Arm.  filius  unicus  Johannis  et  Isabella 

Maris  Tooley,  qui  obiit  20o.  Septembris,  A.  D.  1746,  etat  60. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Tooley,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Mr.  William  Otter,  Obadiah  Howe,  D.  D.  and 
Mr.  John  Tooley,  she  died  Feb.  20th  1688j  in  the  59th 
year  of  her  age. 
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Hoc  tumulo  in  diem  rectanrationis  Reliquiae  Giiilielmi 
Otter  Recondite  manent  qui  post  quam  Annos  57  in  Tivis 
compleverat  hie  vicesimo  Octobris  1670  succubuit. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  Mr.  Thomas  Elmhirst,  of  Boston, 
Alderman,  who  departed  this  life  the  2nd  of  Feb.  1696, 
aged  48  years. 

Anne  the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Elmhirst,  of  Boston, 
Alderman,  departed  this  life  the  23rd  of  Feb.  1693,  aged 
32  yei^rs.  Thomas  Harrold,  aged  32,  1744.  In  memoiy 
of  Elmhirst  Harrold,  who  died  Dec.  the  29th,  1750,  aged  35 
years.  Also  one  child.  Also  of  Deborah  the  wife  of  Elmhirst 
Harrold,  interred  August  the  11th,  1756,  aged  37  years. 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Mary  Camocke,  widow  of  Mr. 
Henry  Camocke,  of  this  Borough  of  Boston,  who  departed 
this  life  11th  July,  1676,  and  in  the  56th  year  of  her  age. 

On  BrasSy  in  the  North  WaU. 

A  f»sse  between  three  wolves'  heads. 

Abdias  Howe,  S  8.  T.  P. 

Ecclesiae  Bostoniensis  Propositus 

In  elucidandis  S.  seripturis  peritissimus. 

In  adstruenda  pura  Evangelii  doctrina  eximie  pollens. 

In  revincendis  Erroribus  solide  acutus ; 

Hanc  postquam  Ecclesiam  22  annos  salutifero 

Dei  yerbo  fidissime  pavit 

Vite  probitate  spectatissima  erudivit 

Morum  gravitate,  et  authoritate  colendissima  Decoravi^ 

Summa  denique  prudentia  moderatus  est, 

Morte  tandem  non  opinata  sed  nee  immatura  ereptus  est; 

In  coelestis  Ecclesise  sortem  cooptatus, 

Luctuosnm  sui  desiderium  bonis  omnibus  relinquena 

Et  Relicturus 
Dessiit  esse  mortalis  Feb.  27  A.  D.  1682 

^tat.  suie  67. 
Hoe  quicquid  est  Monumenti  dilectissimo  suo  conjugi 

Uxor  moestissima  posuit. 
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Near  this  is  another  mural  tablet  with  the  arms  and 
inscription  very  much  defaced.  The  impaling  however^ 
appears  to  be 

B.  a  chevron  engrailed  A.  between  three  Garbs^  O. 

It  has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  William  Falkner^ 
and  several  members  of  his  family. 

TahUU  an  the  Walh. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Bartholomew  Goe, 
M.  A.  twenty-one  years  Vicar  of  this  Parish,  who  departed 
this  life  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1838,  in  the  71st  year 
of  his  age. 

This  Tablet  was  erected  by  Adjutant  Charles  Wilford,  of 
the  40th  regiment,  Native  Infautry  of  the  Madras  Presidency, 
in  grateful  remembrance  of  his  beloved  mother  Charlotte 
Wilford,  who  departed  this  life  the  2lst  of  May,  1826,  aged 
47  years. 

Near  this  place  are  interred  Mr.  James  Allen,  late 
Organist  of  this  Church,  who  died  on  the  20th  of  May,  1775, 
in  the  57th  year  of  his  age.  And  Elizabeth,  his  wife:  she 
died  on  the  21st  of  October,  1779,  in  the  53rd  year  of  her  age. 

In  memory  of  James  Hollway,  of  this  place  gent  bom 
9th  of  April,  1800,  died  28th  of  May,  1828.  His  afflicted 
relatives  have  erected  tablet  in  mournful  recollection  of  his 
many  virtues,  and  in  humble  hope  of  a  happy  re-union  v?ith 
him  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just. 

Near  this  place  lye  the  remains  of  Mr.  John  Webber, 
first  Organist  of  this  Church,  who  died  May  5th,  1741,  aged 
46  years.  This  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory,  by 
his  musical  friends. 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of Widow  of 

Law,  late  Merchant  of  this  Borough>  who  departed  this 
life  March,  1670. 
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Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Elizabeth  Hardy,  ydfe  of  George 
Hardy,  Esq.  Mayor  of  this  town,  who  died  on  13  May,  1831, 
aged  38  years.  Also  to  the  memory  of  6.  Hardy,  Esq. 
Alderman  of  this  town,  who  died  28th  March,  1834,  aged 
44  years.  Also  to  the  memory  of  Mary  Hunnings,  daughter 
of  the  late  Alderman  Hunnings,  and  sister  of  the  above 
Elizabeth,  who  died  on  22nd  December,  1839,  aged  49  years. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Henry  Clarke,  Esq.  who  departed 
this  life  on  1st  June,  1822,  in  the  73rd  year  of  his  age. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  chancel,  in  the  floor,  is  a  mutilated 
monument  beautifully  inlaid  with  a  profusion  of  delicate 
brass  work.  A  human  figure,  as  large  as  life,  within  a 
double  filleting  which  extends  in  a  rich  purple  round  the 
whole  stone,  habited  in  robes  which  are  curiously  ornamented 
in  two  rows  down  the  front  with  eight  small  images  of  saints 
standing  under  the  representation  or  crocketed  canopies; 
but  so  much  worn  by  the  foot  that  their  identity  can 
scarcely  be  ascertained  with  correctness.  Here,  howeyer, 
we  see  St.  Andrew  bearing  the  Saltire  or  Cross  decussate, 
two  pieces  of  timber  crossing  each  other  like  the  letter  X, 
on  which  he  suffered  death  at  i^gea,  being  fastened  to  it 
with  thongs  instead  of  nails,  that  his  death  might  be  more 
lingering  and  painful. 

North  Aisler^TabteU  on  the  Walls. 

Ar.  two  bars  gemel,  vert.  In  chief  an  anchor  between 
two  birds  of  the  second.  In  base  a  lion  passant  gardant^ 
or. FydeU. 

Over  all  an  escutcheon  of  pretence.  Ar.  a  chevron 
between  three  dogs'  or  wolves'  heads,  sa. 

In  the  recess  beneath  are  deposited  the  remains  of  Mrsi 
Elizabeth  Fydell,  the  relict  of  Richard  Fydell,  Esq.  with 

X 
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whom  sbe  lived  in  the  happiest  union  forty-one  years,  and 
having  for  a  short  time  survived  him,  she  passed  firom  this 
vale  of  mortality  on  the  26th  of  January,  1783,  in  the  63rd 
year  of  her  age. 

Petri  Baldweri  Generosi  qui 

Pi^  vixit  et  ex  hac 

Viti  Migravit  2o.  Martii 

In  plena  sp^  Resurrectionis  ad  vitam 

iS!ternam  reliquie  hie  sepultae  jacent 

Ao.  Sal.  1691,  uEtatisque  suae. 


Quarterly.  1  and  4.  Ar.  two  bars;  in  chief  an  anchor  between 

two  birds  aaE.  in  base  a  lion  passant  gardant  gu. 

2.  Ar.  a  chevron  between  three  lions'  heads,  sa. 

3.  Or.  a  fesse  crenell6e  between  three  Catherine 
wheels,  sa. 

Over  all  an  escutcheon  of  pretence.  Ermine,  on  a  bend 
three  pheons,  or. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fydell,  wife  of 
Samuel  Richard  Fydell,  Esq.  eldest  daughter  of  Thomas 
Carleton,  Esq.  and  Elizabeth  his  vdfe,  and  one  of  the  three 
coheiresses  of  Lough  Carleton,  Esq.  She  departed  this  life 
on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  aged  40  years. 


.Fydell,  with  a  'scutcheon  of  pretence,  a  chevron  between 
three  dogs'  heads  erased. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Richard  Fydell,  Esq.  who  with 
great  natural  abilities,  improved  by  a  liberal  education,  and 
with  unbiassed  integrity,  sustained  and  adorned  the  variona 
and  important  characters  of  a  British  Senator,  a  Magistrate, 
a  Gentleman,  and  a  Merchant,  and  in  whom  (distinguished 
as  he  was  by  the  purity  and  elegance  of  his  manners,  a  man 
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of  sound  piety,  and  enlarged  benevolence,  happy  in  himself 
and  delighting  always  to  make  others  happy,)  the  world  saw 
and  admired  the  fidrest  example  of  social  and  domestic 
Yirtue.  He  died  beloved  and  lamented  on  the  11th  day  of 
April,  1780,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 


Quarterly.  1  and  4.  Fydell. 

2.  Ar.  a  chevron  sa.  between  two  lions'  heads 
erased,  sa. 

3.  Or.  a  fesse  crenell6e  between  three  Catherine 
wheels,  sa. 

Over  all  an  escutcheon  of  pretence.    Or.  three  garbs,  gu. 

Thomas  Fydell,  Esq.  thrice  Mayor  of  this  Borough,  and 
five  times  elected  a  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  same, 
died  April  6lh  A.  D.  1812,  in  72nd  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fydell,  his  relict,  second  daughter  of 
Samuel  Preston  Esq.  and  Susanna  his  wife,  died  November 
lOth  A.  D.  1813,  in  the  74th  year  of  her  age,  both  of  them 
deeply  regretted  by  affectionate  relatives  and  numerous  fiiends. 


Or.  on  a  cross  gn.  and  az.  a  lion  passant  in  chief,  two 
squirrels  in  fess,  and  an  endless  serpent  in  base,  aU  of  the  first. 

On  an  escutcheon  of  pretence.  Barry  of  six,  ar.  and  sa. 
on  a  chief  gn.  a  saltire,  or. 

Underneath  are  deposited  the  remains  of  Henry  Butler 
Pacey,  Esq.  who  departed  this  life  8th  December,  1785, 
to  the  great  grief  of  his  family  and  fiiends.  He  was  deputy 
Recorder  of  this  Borough,  and  an  active  Magistrate  for 
the  division  of  Holland.  Also  Hannah  his  wife  a 
daughter  of  W.  Hurst,  Esq.  of  Carlton,  in  this  County,  who 
died  24  Mav,  1813. 
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In  Floor. 

Mr.  Reginald  Paccy  son  of  Henry  Pacey,  Esq.  and 
Cassandra  his  wife.  A  most  affectionate  and  dutiful  child, 
scarcely  excelled  by  any  in  sweetness  of  nature,  ingenuity 
and  manners,  died  in  the  I2th  year  of  his  age,  Feb.  the  7th, 
Ano.  Dni.  1728.  

Rosamunda,  Henrici  et  Elizabeths  Pacey  filia  obiitS  Martii 
1706.  Rosa,  Henrici  et  Elizabethce  Pacey  filia  obiit  28 
die  Januarii  Anno  Dni.  1711.  Arrabella,  Henrici  ei 
Elizabeths  Pacey  filia  obiit  28  die  Julii  Anno  Dni.  1712. 
Samuel,  Henrici  et  Elizabeths  Pacey  filius  obiit  16  die 
Augustii  Ano.  Dni.  1713.  Carolus,  Henrici  et  Elizabeths 
Pacey,  filius  natus  29  die  Maii  obiit  17  die  Septembris  Ano. 
Dni.  1715.  

Elizabetha  uxor  Henrici  Pacey,  Gen:  obiit  3o.  die  Aprilis 
Anno  Dni.  1716. 


Hie  juxta  depositi  sunt  Cineres  Henrici  Pacey,  Armigeri 
qui  obiit  Decembris  die  10, 1729,  iEt  60.  Ibidem  Cassandrs 
Pacey  Uxoris  cui  facts  sunt  exequis  Martii  die  18,  1780. 
Necnon  Ricardi  Pacey  Armageri,  Henrici  Pacey  Arm: 
ex  Elizabeth^  conjuge  priore  filii  qui  humo  redditus  est 
Januarii  die  15  1780.  Serves  etiam  O  marmor  memoriam 
Gulielmi  Pacey  Oenerosi  Henrici  et  Elizabeths  filiL  Cujus 
ossa  Divi  Andres  apud  LondinatesFanumcontinet.  Pariter 
Johannis  Pacey  Henr:  et  Eliz:  filii  qui  j»'ocul  k  patria 
ad  Seras  et  Indos  raptus  Fato  occubuit  prsmaturo. 


Here  lyes  the  body  of  Henry  Butler  Pac^,  Esq.  one  of 
Frothonotarys  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  who  departed 
this  life  January  the  2nd  1784,  aged  49  years.  And  also 
of  Margaret  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  24th  January 
1785,  aged  77  years. 
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South  Aisle. — Tablets  on  the  Walls, 

At  the  East  end  of  the  nave  adjoining  the  South  Aisle  is 
an  inscription  on  brass : — 

Memoris  saci-um 

Thomas  Lawe^  Senator  Bostoniensis, 

Postquam  ter  praefectvram,  hvjus  Byrgi  omaverat, 

Et  Lxxi  annos  in  yivis  compleverat  Natures  vectigal  exolviti 

Anno  salvtis  mdcltii  3o.  die  Octobris 

Mortalitatis  suae  spolia  Resurrectionis  et 

Immortalitatis  pignora  hie  deposvit 

Thomas  Lawe  filius  ejus  natus  maximus  ad  hvc  maerens 

Hanc  ceream  paterno  sepylchro  accendi  CTrayit. 

Ao-  S^»«  MDCLix.  xo.  die  Augusti. 

Epitaphium. 

Dvm  justa  persolvta  svnt  hvic  fmeri| 
Tenebat  omnes  ynys  atq ;  idem  dolor; 
Nee  miror.    Animos  omnium  devinxerat, 
In  opum  benignus,  hospitalis  divitum. 


At  the  East  end  of  the  South  aisle  are  two  Hatchments 
lyilh  these  coats: 

Quarterly.    1.  Per  bend  indented  or.  and  az.  two  crosses 

patt^e  counterchanged« 
3.  Gu.  a  cheyron  between  9  crossletSi  or. 

3.  Gu.  on  a  cross  ar.  5  mullets,  sa. 

4.  Ar.  an  eagle  displayed  sa.  on  its  breast  a 
trefoil  slipped  or. 

Quarterly.   1.  Per  bend  indented  or.  and  az.  two  crosses 

pattee  counterchanged. 
2.  Ar.  a  bear  rampant  sa.  collared,  muzzled, 

and  chained,  or. 
8.  Gu.  on  a  cross  ar.  5  mullets,  sa. 
4.  Or.  three  bars,  sa. 

Y 
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Ar.  a  fesse  sa.  in  chief  3  mullets.     Motto.    Honora 
Patrem  et  Matrem. 

OULIELMI  DiNLISII 

Ex  agro  Lancastrengi  Marisq: 
Lectissimae  coniugis  qaicquid  in  cielis  non  est  sab  hac 

terra  coditur. 
Una  in  Domino   requiescunt  qui  vitam  totam  doxeront 

sine  querul&. 

Epitapbio  non  indigent: 

Resurgere  mallent,  quamnosci. 

Sed  in  eorum  memoriam  loannes  utriusque  Fil :  ad  buc  maeres 

ac  tarn  pios  genitoribns  reddi  cupiens 

Hoc  posuit  parentaTit. 

Anno  post  pa:    obitum    xx    post    Ma:    14.  Dominique 

Nati  MDCXXTi. 


Mr.  Robert  Wilby,  an  Alderman,  and  twice  Mayor  of  tbis 
Borougb,  i¥bo  died  October  23, 1791,  aged  79. 

Evasi  gaudens  cum  spe,  Resurgam. 


To  the  memory  of  Mr.  John  Parrisb,  Merchant,  an 
Alderman  and  twice  Mayor  of  this  Borough:  he  died  10th 
June,  1774,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.  And  of  Mr.  Edward 
Parrish,  his  brother,  who  was  also  an  Alderman,  and  once 
Mayor  of  this  Borough :  he  died  14th  July,  1765,  in  56th 
year  of  his  age. 


Quarterly.  1.  8a.  3  lamps  or  flame,  ar. 

2.  Ar.  three sa. 

3.  Ar.  a  chevron  between  ten  cross  crosslets  sa. 

4.  8a.  a  chevron  between  3^  bells  or. 
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Quarterly.   1.  Barry  of  six  ar.  and  sa.  in  chief  3  bezants. 

2.  Ar.  a  chevron  between  2  escallops  in  chief, 
and  a  cross  fitchee  in  base,  sa. 

3.  Parted  per  pale  dancett^e  sa.  and  or. 

4.  Sa.  a  chevron  ermine  between  3  wings  ar. 
Quarterly.  1.  Ar.  3  foxes  passant  sa. 

2.  Chequ6  or.  and  sa.  a  chief  ermine. 

3.  Fretty  ar.  and  sa. 

4.  At.  a  chevron  between  3  cross  crosslets  sa.  on 
a  bordure  of  the  second  entoyer  of  bezants. 

Quarterly.   1.  Fretty  sa.  and  ar.  a  canton  of  the  last 

2.  Ar.  3  cfaevronels  sa.  in  chief  a  fleur  de  lis,  or. 

3.  Sa.  a  chevron  between  3  crosslets  or.  in  chief 
a  lion  passant  of  the  second. 

4.  Ar.  two  bars  engrailed  sa. 

Crest.  A  demi  boar  ar.  armed  and  unguled  or.  vulned 
in  the  breast  with  a  boar  spear  ar.  and  imbrued. 

The  above  is  a  most  brilliant  coat  of  arms  upon  a  brass 
plate,  with  real  metals  and  tinctures  enamelled,  so  old  as  the 
reig^  of  Elizabeth.  We  may  wonder  how  it  escaped  the 
Puritans  and  the  notice  of  the  persevering  Holies,  unless 
it  has  been  more  recently  renewed,  which  seems  very  probable 
as  formerly  the  purport  of  the  greater  part  of  the  following 
inscription  was  in  Latin. 

Here  lyeth  Richard  Bolle  of  Haugh  in  the  County  of 
Lincoln,  son  and  heir  of  Richard  Bolle,  Esq.  and  of  Marianne 
his  wife,  (daughter  and  heir  of  John  Fitzwilliams  of 
Mablethorpe,  Esq.)  Hee  had  yssu  by  Jane  his  first  wife, 
(daughter  to  Sir  William  Skipwith  of  Ormsby,  Knight,) 
Charles  Bolle  his  sonne  and  heir  apparant,  who  died  in  his 
life  time ;  Maria,  married  to  Anthony  Tourney  of  Cavenby, 
Esq.  Anne  married  to  Leonard  Cracroft,  gent  Gertrude 
married  to  Leonard  ELirkman  of  Kele,  gent  and  Ursula 
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married  to  John  Kirkman,  gent.  He  had  no  yssn  by  Anne 
his  second  wife.  He  had  yssu  by  Margaret  his  third  wife, 
Richard,  John,  and  Jane.  He  died  on  y«  sixt  day  of 
Febmarie  1591,  and  in  ye  85th  yere  of  his  age,  after  he  had 
sundry  tymes  had  charge  in  France,  Scotland,  and  this 
reahne,  and  had  been  twise  sheriff  of  ye  said  Countie. 


Hatchment, 

Quarterly.   1  and  4.  Gu.  and  sa.  a  cherron  between  3  swans 

ar. 
2  and  3  Ar.  on  a  fess  sa.  3  stags*  heads  caboched 
or. 

On  an  Escutcheon  of  pretence.    Arg.  a  mullet  or  on  a 

chevron  sa.  between  3  grifiins'  heads  erased  of  the  last 


Quarterly.    1  and  4.  Ar.  a  bend  between  3  flies  sa« 
2  and  3.  Bendy  of  six,  az.  and  sa. 
On  an  escutcheon  of  pretence.    Ar.  on  a  cheyron  cottised 
sa.  three  bezants. 

To  the  memory  of  Thomas  Burton,  Esq.  late  Town  Clerk 
of  this  Borough,  who  died  in  the  72nd  year  of  his  age  on 
12th  May,  1766.  Also  of  Elizabeth  his  daughter,  and  wife 
of  Richard  Bestoe,  yho  after  having  for  a  long  time  with 
true  christian  patience  and  resignation  endured  the  severities 
of  a  complication  of  distempers,  died  at  Buxton,  (whither 
she  went  for  the  recovery  of  her  health,)  in  the  42nd  year  of 
her  age,  on  the  19th  July,  1766. 


Near  this  place  lie  the  remains  of  James  Wriglesworth, 
(second  son  of  John  Wriglesworth,  of  the  city  of  Lincoln, 
Merchant,)  who  died  on  the  21st  of  March  1800,  aged  2d 
years,  having  been  a  resident  in  this  town  only  two  yearsy 
when  an  accidental  death  by  drowning,  bereft  his  family 
and  friends  of  one  dearly  beloved. 

^^  In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death. ^ 


Boston*  6l 

In  the  Floor i. 

Robert  White  a  Printer,  and  one  ol  the  Boston  Volunteers^ 
died  June  29th,  1805,  aged  22  years.  In  business  upright^ 
skilful)  diligent,  in  arms  expert,  disciplined,  indefatigable* 
Men  of  business  and  men  of  arms  follow  this  example^ 


Thomas  Burton  Shaw,  Esq.  who  died  2nd  July,  1821^ 
aged  74.  Harriet  his  wife  who  died  17th  April  1826,  aged 
61.  Ann  Shaw,  who  died  26th  August,  1775,  aged  28i 
Mary  Shaw,  who  died  23rd  NoTember,  1776,  aged  26. 

West  End. 

On  the  South  Wall  near  the  Vestry  Door  is  thiii 
Hatchment 

Vert  on  a  cherron  ar.  betweemS  stars  of  six  points,  ar« 
as  many  mullets  gu. 

Impaled  with  eight  quaiterings,  tiz. 

1.  Gu.  a  saltire,  erm^  2<  Fretty  ar.  and  gu.  a  canton,  erm. 
8.  Gu.  seme^  of  ermine  spots,  on  oyer  all  a  lion  rampants 
4.  Ar.  four  fusils  in  fess,  gu^ 

6.  Gu.  a  chiefs  ar^    6*  Ar«  a  saltire  engrailed^  sa^ 

7.  Erm.  a  chief,  sa*  8.  Ga.  a  saltire,  erm< 

For  Bichard  Smithy  who  died  A.  D.  1626.  Under- 
neath is  the  following  verse  and  legend  with  a  Death's) 
Head. 

My  Corps  with  Kings  and  Monarcbs  sleeps  m  bedd 
My  Soyle  with  sight  of  Christ  in  heayen  is  fedd 
This  Lrmp,  that  Lampe  shall  meet  and  shine  more  bright 
Than  Phsebus  when  he  streams  his  clearest  light. 

Omnes  sic  ibuit,  sic  imus>  ibitis,  ibunt« 

z 
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Ar.  a  chevron  between  three  bugles,  sa. 
In  adjacent  yaults  are  deposited  the  remains  of  John 
Wayety  (twice  Mayor  of  this  Borough,)  who  departed  this 
life  10th  February  1784,  aged  84  years.  And  of  Mary  his 
wife  who  died  Srd  May  1780,  in  the  70th  year  of  her  age. 
Also  of  John  Wayet,  their  son,  who  having  twice  served  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  this  Corporation,  died  17th  November, 
1813,  aged  81.  And  of  Ann  his  wife,  who  departed  this 
this  life  39th  June  1706,  in  the  65th  year  of  her  age. 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  John  Wayet,  son  of  the  Rev. 
John  Wayet  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life 
on  3nd  May  1825,  in  the  17th  year  of  his  age. 

Over  the  Vestry  Door. 

Az.  three  escallop  shells,  arg.  between  two  flanches,  erm. 

Here  lye  the  remains  of  Frances  Clarke,  of  Peterborough, 
who  died  on  the  morning  appointed  for  her  nuptials  with 
Robert  Petrie,  M.  D.  of  Lincoln,  August  31, 1767  in  the  28tb 
year  of  her  age,  who  in  grateful  affection  to  her  memory,  has 
erected  this  small  monument  to  perpetuate  her  virtues,  and 
his  affliction,  and  also  as  a  melancholy  example  to  mankind 
of  the  uncertainty  of  all  worldly  expectations. 

Over  South  Staircase  of  the  Tower, 
Near  this  place  lies  the  body  of  Mr.  John  Boult,  who  died 
November  12th  1702,  aged  69  years.  He  left  £20  a  year  in 
Fishtoft  for  the  relief  of  six  poor  widows  of  this  town,  to  be 
applied  by  his  heirs  for  ever.  And  £50  in  money,  the 
interest  of  which  to  be  divided  amongst  other  poor  people 
belonging  to  this  town,  on  St.  John's  day  in  Christmas. 

Over  the  North  Staircase* 

Near  this  place  lies  the  body  of  Mr.  John  Wood,  Merchant 
of  this  town,  who  died  April  7th,  1702,  aged  46  years.  He 
gave  £6  a  year  to  the  Vicar  of  this  Church  for  ever,  for 
preaching  a  sermon  on  the  Friday  before  every  monthly 
Mcrament  and  £5  a  year  to  five  poor  widows,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  rent  of  a  sixteen  acre  pasture  lying  in  Skirbeck, 
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Sub  boc  marmore  repositns  jacet  Mr.  Banks  Andersoniw 
qui  suis  fuit  chants  Alienis  beneficus.  Bonus  omnibus,  in 
liberalibus  perdoctus,  in  moralibus  exemplari  in  Theologicus, 
beng  instructuSy  Pietate  pollens,  in  Evangelii  Laboribus 
abundanSy  qui  postquam  permultos  annos  Bfinisterium  suum 
hoc  loco  cum  fidelitate  compleviset  sexto  Septembris  1668. 
Die  salTatoris  sui  quietis,  et  sui  ipsius  laboris,  in  hoc 
Dormatorio  cum  honore  reeubuit. 


Anima  Donatori  sua  qui  resignavit  Thomas  Dickinson, 
Gen.  260.  9  iEtate  sua  63 :  Annor  Corpusq :  ejus  hoc  jacet 
in  tumulo. 

There  are  also  inscriptions  in  memory  of  the  following 
persons* 

Died.  Age. 

William  Stennitt, ^, May  22  1669  41 

John  Wood, Dec.  10  1676  49 

Nathanael  Wood, Apr.  21  1669  8 

Samuel  Wood, buried  Sep.     1  1680  21 

John  Wood, Apr.     4  170-  .... 

Susanna  (widow  of  John  Wood,) Oct     1   1711  75 

Mary  Barker, interred  Jan.   22  1711  57 

John  (her  grandson) 1 

Thomas  Barker, Apr.     1  1696  10 

Thomas  James, Aug.  26  1723  .... 

Elizabeth  bis  wife, Feb.  15  1723  .... 

Also  two  sons  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 

Sarah  James  (wife  of  Thomas) June     4  1761  43 

^Frances  James  (daughter) Jan.  38  1769  17 

Elizabeth  James  (second  wife) Oct  30  1769  40 

Thoma&James, Jan.  28  1773  55 

John  Shirlock, Apr.  24  1721  65 

Robert  Gayton, interred  Dec,    6  1729  42 

John  Shirlock,  junr ...Dec.  19  1745  21 


•  ••• 
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Di«d,    Age. 

John  Green, interred  Jan 1718    ^... 

Samuelis  Marshall)  Generosi,  Apr.     5  1690    61 

Thomas  Barker, interred  Jan.  10  1722    39 

Ayis  (his  second  wife,) Apr.  12  1729 

Mary  (daughter,) Apr.  17  1797 

Catherine  (ditto,) June  14  1798 

Elizabeth  (ditto,) June  10  1770 

William  Close,  gent „ .• Feb.  IS  1728    45 

Lenox  (his  wife,) Ajht.  12  1774    80 

Lenox  (daughter,) June   9  1803    81 

Israel  Close,  clerk, Mar.  IS  1771     56 

Elizabeth  Close, Mar.  19  1797     79 

Israel  Jackson,  clerk, ^ Feb.  16  1707    50 

Mary  his  wife, Jan.     7  17S8     77 

Samael  Jackson,  Esq Feb.  23  1770    65 

Daniel  Rhodes,  Esq Feb.  11  1689 

Elizabeth  (his  wife,^ Feb.    4  1686 

Martha  Palfreyman, interred  Mar.    6  1721    21 

William  Whittingham,  Esq Mar.  11  l70l     18 

Richard  Whittingham, Apr.    3  1718 

Mercy  Whittingham, Feb.  24  17l6 

Mercy  Whittingham,  (daughter) Aug.    8  1702      6 

Alice  Hart, June  25  1720 

Susanna  Hart,* Dec.  19  1720 

Robert  Hart, Dec.  10  1722 

Susanna  Hart, «..  Apr.    5  1727 

Constance  Hart, Sep.    4  1727 

Florand  Short, Sep.    8  1783    46 

Robert  Short, Aug.  28  1786    50 

Mary  Cooper, Dec.  17  1682     ...* 

Caleb  Preston,  Bookseller, Aug.  19  1795    58 

Ann  Preston,  (his  wife,) Feb.  23  1801    68 

Lydia  Ampleford, interred  Feb.  19  I70l     .^ 


••■« 
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Died.  Age. 

Hev.  Joseph  Smith, interred  Aug.  19  1737 

Isabella  (his  wife,)  May  20  1746  30 

Waiiam  Smith,  Esq.  Town  Clerk, Oct.    3  1799  63 

Judith  Bestoe, May   4  1703  .... 

William  Bestoe, May  10  1743  70 

Lucy  Bestoe, Junel8  1762  73 

Lucy  Parish  (daughter  of  W.  Bestoe,) ....  Aug.  13  1783  73 

Richard  Bestoe, Apr.    7  1792  75 

Frances  Smith, Sep.    1  1774  72 

John  Cross,  of  Skirbeck, buried  Jan.    5  1725  57 

Ann  (his  wife,) ditto  Dec.  24  1725  51 

Elizabeth  Cock, ditto  Oct.    9  1692  .... 

Mary  Mowbray,  ofHaltonHolegate ditto  Mar.  29  1689  .... 

William  Blaydwin,  Alderman, Nov.    4  1720  63 

Elizabeth  (his  wife,) Nor.   2  1714  49 

William  Blaydwin,  Alderman, Jan.  30  1743  56 

John  Blaydwin^  Alderman, Dec.   9  1748  55 

Mary  (his  wife^) Mar.   5  1770  65 

Frances  Blaydwin, interred  Feb.  29  1768  .... 

Mary  Blaydwin, ditto  Dec.  10  1779  63 

Sarah  Embling, died  Nor.  26  1795  71 

Elizabeth  Blaydwin,  Oct.  25  1805  75 

James  West, Apr.    1  1748  37 

James  West, Sep.  28  1744  30 

Robert  West, Oct  19  1747  4 

James  West,  an  infant, 

Ayice  Calthrop, Jan.  19  1792  80 

John  Robinson,  of  Norwich,  gent,  interred  Oct.  15  1601 

Elizabeth  West,  relict^ *....* Jan.  27  1726 

Thomas  Clarkson,  Esq.  (Town  Clerk,)  .*..  Oct.  28  1729 

Matthew  Clarkson, «..  May  16  17l4  24 

Susanna  Bell, Apr.  14  1724  29 

Sarah  Clarkson, Aug.  17  1724  63 

a2 
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Died.    Age. 

Charies  West, Jane    6  1765  .... 

Mary  (his  wife,) , Sep.  12  17S1  .... 

Stephen  Bridge,  July  10  1708  .... 

Elisa  Doughty, Sep.    1  1754  ..•. 

Im  Engine  House. 

Thomas  Laughton, Feb.  10  1681  .... 

Mary  (his  wife,) interred  July    8  1676  .... 

Caroline  Gilbert, Apr.  28  1683  .... 

W.  Pannell, Feb.  80  1681  .... 

At  the  risk  of  appearing  tedious  to  oar  readers  we 
have  been  careful  in  particularizing  the  monomental 
inscriptions;  for  in  all  probability  many  of  them  will  soon 
be  rendered  illegible,  from  the  decay  and  neglect  to 
which  this  building  is  now  most  nnfortunately  exposed. 

The  Tower  contains  eight  very  musical  BeDs,  of  the 
following  dates:  First  beU  1785.  Second  1785.  Third 
1772.  Fourth  1710.  Fifth  **  Glory  be  to  God  on  high," 
1617.  G.  t  O.  Sixth,  Thomas  Eayre  Pyrotechnns  de 
Kettering  fedt  1738.  Seventh  1772.  Eighth  "All 
men  that  heare  my  moumeful  sound,  repent  before  you 
Ke  in  ground,  G.  f  O.  1617.'* 

A  list  of  Vicars.  a.  D. 

YEARS.  Rev.  William  Smith 1505 

John  Mabylstevyn 1534 

4 Robert  Richardson    1555 

Robert  Skarlyt 1550 

Henry  Holland,  B.  D. .'. 1571 

® James  Worshoppe,  M.  A 1584 

^ William  Armstead    1592 

* Samuel  Wright,  B.  D 1594 


12 
13. 


BOSTON*  67 

TEARS,  A,  D. 

13 Thomas  WoUes,  M- A .  1699 

21 John  Cotton,  M.  A 1612 

27 Anthony  Tuckney,  D.  D 1633 

23.., Obadiah  Howe,  D.  D 1660 

19 Henry  Morland,  M.  A 1683 

17 Edward  Kelsall,  M.  A 1702 

12.... Samuel  Coddington,  M.  A 1719 

16 John  Righy,  M.  A 1731 

39 John  Calthrop,  M.  A 1746 

32 Samuel  Partridge,  M.A.P.S.A.  1 786 

21 Bartholomew  Goe,  B.  A 1817 

John  Fumiss  Ogle  M.  A 1838 

We  cannot  conclude  our  account  of  this  church 
without  a  prayer  that  He  (for  whose  worship  it  was 
erected  by  the  active  and  self-denying  piety  of  a  former 
age,)  will  give  us  grace  faithfully  to  preserve  and 
defend  it 

BELIGIOUS  HOUSES. 

Of  ike  history  of  the  religious  Houses  formerly 
existing  in  Boston^  little  that  is  interesting  can  be 
gathered.  The  house  of  the  Dominican  Friars  was 
situated  in  South  Street;  that  of  the  Carmelite  Friars, 
in  High  Street ;  that  of  the  Augustine  Friars,  between 
St  John's  Church  Yard  and  the  Union;  and  that  of  the 
Franciscans,  near  to  the  present  Grammar  School;  where 
a  tomb,  with  the  following  inscription,  was  dug  up  about 
thirty  years  since.  It  is  now  inserted  in  the  wall  of  a 
house  in  Spain  Court. 

Hie  jacet  Wisselus  Dcs  Smalenbnrgh,  civis  et  mercator 
monasteriensis,  qui  obiit  feria  sexta  post  nativitatem  Beat® 
MariaB  Virginis,  Anno  Domini  MCCCXL.  Anima  ejus 
requiescunt  in  pace.    Amen. 
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Guilds, 
The  following  Guilds  formerly  existed  in  Boston. 
St.  Botolph,  Corpus  Christi,  Blessed  Mary,  St  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  St.  George,  and  that  of  Holy  Trinity. 
They  appear  to  have  been  trading  companies  of  a 
religious  character.  They  assisted  liberally  in  building 
and  adorning  St.  Botolph's  church,  and  had  each  of 
them  a  distinct  part  of  it  appropriated  to  their  own  use* 
Thus  it  appears  from  Colonel  HoUes's  notes,  that  the 
misereres  or  carved  seats  on  the  North  side  of  the 
Chancel,  were  occupied  by  the  brethren  of  the  guild  of 
of  S.  S.  Peter  and  Paul.  The  Guild  of  the  Blessed 
Mary  was  the  most  important,  and  had  a  Chapel  called 
Scala  Cseli  (or  Ladder  of  Heaven)  belonging  to  it  in  the 
church,  probably  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  aisle 
where  yet  remain  some  beautifully  carved  foliated 
niches.  They  also  occupied  the  stalls  in  the  south  side 
of  the  chancel.  The  Hall  of  this  company  yet  remains, 
and  is  used  by  the  present  Corporation.  It  is  in  the 
Perpendicular  style,  and  has  some  fine  remains  of 
figures  of  the  Apostles,  in  coloured  glass,  in  the  west 
window. 
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"  In  my  mind's  eye  a  Temple,  like  a  cloud. 

Slowly  surmonnting  some  invidious  hill. 

Rose  out  of  darkness,  the  bright  work  stood  still) 

And  might  of  its  own  beauty  have  been  proud. 

But  it  was  fashioned  and  to  God  was  vowed 

By  virtues  that  diffus'd  in  every  part. 

Spirit  divine  through  forms  of  human  art ; 

Faith  had  her  arch — her  arch,  when  winds  blow  hard, 

Into  the  consciousness  of  safety  thrilled ; 

And  love  her  towers  of  dread  foundation  laid 

Under  the  grave  of  things ;  Hope  had  her  spire 

Star-high,  and  pointing  still  to  something  higher  3 

Trembling  I  gazed,  but  heard  a  voice, — it  said, 

'Hell-gates  are  powerless  phantoms  where  we  build/ '' 

Whilst  we  admire  those  proofs  of  the  piety 
and  self-denial  of  our  forefathers,  the  Cathedrals, 
which  excite  our  admiration  for  their  Immense  size, 
grandeur^  and  heauty,  we  must  not  forget  also  to 
notice  the  humbler  structures,  which  their  charity  caused 
to  arise  wherever  the  hum  of  human  voices,  or  the  sound 
of  human  labour  floated  on  the  breeze.  Whilst  engaged 
in  erecting  buildings  of  the  most  sumptuous  description, 
without  regard  to  expense  for  *^  the  many  "  in  the  more 
populous  cities  and  towns  ;  they  were  not  unmindful  of 
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"  tbe  few "  who  in  the  remote  village,  might  yet  be 
without  the  light  and  truth  of  Christianity.  Howev» 
lowly  these  structures  may  be  in  appearance,  however 
small  in  size,  or  plain  in  architectural  features,  there  is 
still  something  about  them  which  attracts  our  attention 
and  *'  enlists  our  sympatliies," — there  is  something 
which  reminds  us  on  entering  them,  to 

"  Sjicok  low  !— the  place  is  holy  to  the  breath 
or  awful  bnrinoities— ^)f  whispered  prnyera  : 
Tread  lightly  !  for  the  sanctity  ot  ileath, 
Brnutle  with  a  voiceless  influence  on  the  air." 


The  west  end  of  Brothortoft  Chapel  has  a  low  door 
with  pointed  Tudor  ai-ch ;  above  this  is  a  window  of  two 
lights  with  circular  ai'ches  without  ti'accrj' ;  the  south 
wall  is  pierced  with  a  door,   a  window  of  three  lights 
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and  a  window  of  two  lights  Without  tracery;  the 
north  wall  has  in  it  two  windows  of  three  lights  with 
trefoiled  ttaceiy  and  the  east  end  has  a  window  similar 
to  these.  At  the  apex  of  the  roof  at  the  west  end  is  an 
octagonal  turret^  constnicted  of  wood  containing  one 
bell  with  the  date  1721. 

The  interior  contains  a  plain  font^  octagonal  inside 
and  out^  round  the  bowl  is  this  inscripton,  ^'  This 
erected  by  Thomas  Palmer,  minister."  At  Uie  west 
end  is  a  small  vestry  and  singing  gallery ;  in  the  east 
wall  are  two  pedestals  for  statues.  Great  care  appears 
to  be  taken  in  preserving  and  repairing  both  the 
exterior  and  interior. 

It  is  a  chapel^  not  in  charge^  to  the  Vicarage  of 
Kirton.  Patron,  Thomas  Gee,  Esq.  who  is  also  Lord 
of  the  Manor.    Tlie  Rev.  P.  Alpe  is  the  present  Minister. 

The  Registers  begin  about  1682  and  contain  the 
following  curious  note,  as  well  as  some  singular  poetical 
effusions  by  the  same  gentleman.  **  The  original  copy 
of  this  Register  being  one  part  of  it  so  very  meanly 
wrote,  and  the  other  part  written  so  fine^  and  with  such 
bad  ink  that  in  a  few  years  it  would  been  utterly  unin- 
telligible. It  was  by  orders  of  the  Churchwardens^  Gregory 
Tunnard,  and  Thomas  Huft^  ordered  to  be  transcribed, 
wliich  was  with  no  small  share  of  trouble  and  diligence, 
with  a  great  many  emendations  (where  it  was  in  my 
power)  faithfully  completed,  by  Bei]rjamin  Leigh,  Clerk. 
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Anno  Dom.  1 753.     *'  But  what  was  wanting  could  not 
be  numbered. 


It  is  not  certainly  known  how  this  village  first 
obtained  its  name  of  Brothertoft,  but  there  is  a  tradition 
that  it  arose  from  the  parish  having  formerly  belonged 
to  two  brothers;  and  this  is  apparently  strengthened 
by  a  passage  in  the  enumeration  of  the  revenues  of  the 
monastery  of  Swineshead  in  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus, 
where  mention  is  made  of  '^  Joguler  Toft"  and  ''End ward 
Toft,"  which  probably  referred  to  two  different  parts 
of  this  parish. 

It  is  said  to  have  been  a  vaccaria  to  the  neighbouring 
monastery  of  Swineshead,  which  is  very  probable,  as 
the  ground  aroimd  is  particularly  suitable,  being  rather 
hilly,  crowned  by  noble  trees,  and  forming  a  complete 
contrast  to  the  aspect  of  the  surrounding  fens. 
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BUTTEEWICK. 


"  The  old  cross 
Stood  on  the  market- bill^  alas !  our  loss. 
That  never  saw  it  there ;  it  is  too  poor 
This  age  of  ours,  in  fashioners,— to  endure 
That  the  rich  fabrics  of  those  cunning  hands 
The  old  time  guided,  like  the  shapeless  sands 
Should  fall,  and  fall,  and  6J], — and  not  a  care 
Be  felt  to  stay  the  ruin,  or  to  spare 
That  which  decay  makes  beautiful." 

The  village  of  Butterwick  is  situated  about  four  miles 
eastward  of  the  town  of  Boston.  Domesday  has  the 
following  notice  of  the  parish. 

'^  Land  of  Wido  de  Credon.  Manor.  InS«/rtiic,Wulward 
had  twelve  camcates  of  land  to  be  taxed.  Land  to  twelve 
ploughs.  Wido  has  there  two  ploughs,  and  thirty«-six  soke- 
men  with  nine  camcates  of  this  land,  and  six  viUanes  and  ten 
bordars  having  fifteen  ploughs.  There  are  two  churches  and 
two  priests,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  meadow.  Value  in 
King  Edward's  time,  and  now,  ten  pounds.  Tallaged  at  one 
hundred  shillings.** 

After  the  Conquest,  the  Manor  of  Butterwick  (with 
dxty-one  others  in  this  coun^^)  being  given  by  William 
to  his  follower  Wido  de  Croun,  his  descendants  con- 
tinued to  possess  it  for  several  centuries.    By  the  foUow- 
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tag  extracts  from  the  Testa  de  Nevill,  it  appears  that  the 
undermentioDed  persons  held  land  of  them : 

"  Alexander  de  Poynton*  held  the  fourth  part  of  a  knight^a 
fee  in  Butterwick  and  Freiston  of  Petronelle  de  Croun. 

Alan^  de  Boteerwyk  held  the  tenth  part  of  a  fee  in  the  sam^ 
villages,  Roger  the  son  of  Athelard  an  eleventh  part,  and  Alan* 
de  Ippetofty  t  an  eighth  part  of  a  fee.  John  de  Fareell, 
J,ohn  de  Edelington,  William  de  Rupe,  and  Thomas  de 
Pincebec  held  lands,  in  Freistop,  Butterwick,  and  St. 
Botolph's,** 

In  the  Hundred  Rolls  (1614,)  the  then  representative  of 
the  De  Croun  family,  is  said  to  have  had  land  in  this  parish, 
and  also,  that  a  large  portion  was  'Hn  bondage  to  Lord  Rous.^ 

The  parish  is  divided  into  two  Hundreds^  one 
constituting  the  township  of  Butterwick,  and  the  other, 
being  annexed  to  the  adjoining  village  of  Freiston,  is 
termed  the  Hundred  of  Butterwick  in  Freiston.  This 
divbion  appears  to  have  existed  at  the  time  of  the  above 
survey.  Of  the  two  churches  therein  mentioned,  one 
most  probably  occupied  the  scite  of  the  preseiit  Butterwick 
church,  and  the  other  that  of  Freiston,  which  together 
with  the  whole  scite  of  the  Priory  formerly  existing 
there,  are  in  Butterwick  Hundred. 

'^  The  Church  of  Butterwyke,  with  all  its  tythes  and 
customs ''I  was  given  in  the  year  1113  by  Alan  de 
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^  There  is  now  a  place  called  Poynton  Hall,  in  the  parish  of 
Freiston. 

t  Part  of  the  parish  of  Fishtoft  was  formerly  so  called. 
X  Dugdale*s  Monosticon. 
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Croun  (son  of  Wido  de  Croun)  tothe  Abbot  of  Croyland 
to  build  a  cell  for  the  monks  of  Croyland  in  any  of  the 
cbnrcbes  of  Butterwick,  Freiston,  Tofts,  or  Boston  in 
Kesteven.  The  Abbot  of  Croyland  made  choice  of 
of  Fieiston,  and  the  cell  was  established  there  in  1114. 

When  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticns  was  taken  Robert 
Kirkhy  was  vicar,  and  the  vicarage  was  valued  at 
£8. 4.  2.  It  is  now  united  to  that  of  Freiston.  Mention 
i»  also  made  of  a  Guild,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary. 


The  Church  is  dedicated  in  honor  of  St.  Andrew. 
The  building  seems  to  have  had  very  little  care  or 
attention  bestowed  iqwu  it,  and  possesses  few  attrac- 
tions for  the  anliquaiy  or  architect.  It  consisls  of 
a  low  brick  Tower  at  the  west  end,  a  nave  with  side 
aisles,  and  a  chancel  at  the  east  end;  but  the  whole 
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appears  to  have  undergone  so  many  alterations^  repairs 
and  disfigurements^  that  little  of  its  pristine  beauty 
remains. 

The  rood-stairs  still  occupy  their  turret  on  the  noilh 
side  of  the  ea^t  end  of  the  nare,  a  part  of  a  Perpen- 
dicular Gothic  screen  still  separates  tiie  nave  and  chancel, 
and  at  the  west  end  of  the  south  aisle  is  an  early  English 
Font  i  octagonal,  with  eight  circular  pillars  supporting 
the  bowl.  (See  plate.)  These  still  remain  to  remind  us  of 
the  ''  glories  that  hare  faded."* 

Colonel  Holies  describes  only  the  two  following 
Coats  of  Arms  in  his  notes  on  this  church. 

In  Campanili. 

On.  3  waterbougets,  arg.    Sos. 

Arg.  on  a  chief  gu.  an  annulet  of  the  first,  over  all  a 
bend  engrailed,  az Leeke. 

On  an  eminence  eastward  of  the  church  there  formerly 
stood  a  stone  cross,  of  which  no  remains  now  exist 

In  this  parish  was  bom  the  late  Rev.  Charles 
Calthrop,  B.  A.  son  of  the  late  R.  Calthrop,  Esq.  of  thb 
place.  He  received  the  early  part  of  his  education 
under  the  Rev.  W.  Banks,  master  of  the  Grammar 
School  in  this  village.  Being  of  a  very  studious  disposi- 
tion, and  desirous  of  ei^^aging  in  the  clerical  profession 
he  was  at  the  usual  age  entered  at  St  John's  College, 
Cambridge,  where  by  his  amiable  disposition,  and  high 
character,  he  gained  the  approbation  of  his  superiors, 
and  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  students.     In  due  time  he 
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proceeded  to  the  degree  of  B.  A.    And  upon  application 
being  made  to  the  tutors  of  his  college  bj  the  ^^Incorpo- 
rated Society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
Parts/'  to  recommend  some  zealous  and  well  qualified 
youngmen^  willingto  engage  as  missionaries  in  the  service 
of  that  society,  proposals  were  made  to,  and  after  due 
consideration  accepted,  by  Mr.  C.    He  was  ordained  for 
that  special  service  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  after 
exercising  his  ministerial  functions  occasionally  in  his 
own  neighbourhood,  with  satisfaction  to  his  friends,  and 
with  promise  of  fiiture  eminence  as  a  Preacher,  he  quitted 
his  native  land  and  dear  connections  for  India.     Mr.  C. 
was  married  in  Carrington  Chapel,  May  1st,  1834,  and 
set  sail  in  the  same  month.     After  labouring  as  a 
Missionary  very  diligently  at  both  Madras  and  Tanjore, 
he  was  appointed  by  the  society.  Principal  of  the  seminary 
at  the  former  place.    Whilst  engaged  in  the  arduous 
duties  of  this  highly  responsible  situation,  to  which  were 
also  added  other  duties,  his  health  declined,  and  he  at 
length  fell  a  victim  to  the  ravages  of  a  disease,  alas !  too 
fatal  to  Europeans  residing  in  Eastern  Countries.     He 
died  in  the  31st  year  of  his  age,  on  the  morning  of  tho 
25th  Feb.  1841,  the  day  intended  for  his  embarkation  for 
his  native  land,  with  the  hopes  of  his  health  being 
restored,  and  was  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  buried 
in  the  cathedral  at  Madras,  near  to  the  remains  of  the 
excellent  Bishop  Corrie,  from  whom  he  had  received 
many  marks  of  esteem  and  friendship,  and  for  whom 
he  had  entertained  the  highest  veneration.    His  last 
illness  was  9haracterized  by  that  decided  piety,  christian 
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reaignatioo^  and  furm  faith,  which  had  marked  his  career 
in  health,  and  his  end  was  peace. 

We  extract  the  following  from  the  Ecclesiastical 
Gazette  of  last  June.  "  Since  the  publication  of  the 
last  Gazette  the  Society  has  received  the  painful 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  C.  Calthrop, 
principal  of  the  seminary  at  Madras.  In  allusion  to  this 
event  the  Bishop  says,  'It  has  pleased  God  to  take  unto 
himself  the  Rev.  C.  Caltlirop,  just  as  the  seminary  was 
beginning  to  gather  in  the  first  of  his  faithful  and 
valuable  labours.  And  although  I  do  not  say  his  loss 
was  irreparable,  for  that  is  an  ungrateful  word,  and  ill 
becoming  us  who  have  received  so  many  blessings  and 
mercies,  yet  it  will  doubtless  be  very  difficult  to  supply 
the  place  of  one  of  whom  I  am  bound  to  say  that  although 
I  have  had  the  happiness  of  knowing  very  many  good 
clergyman,  I  have  never  known  a  better.  A  pure  and 
large  portion  of  the  Spirit  of  the  gospel  was  within  him 
and  let  us  trust  that  he  now  has  found  the  gospel's  peace. 
We  cannot  supply  Mr.  Calthrop's  place  in  India,  and 
must  therefore  look  out  for  some  one  from  England,  to 
come  over  and  help  us.*  ** 

We  are  indebted  for  this  interesting  account  of  the 
above  faithful  servant  of  the  church,  to  the  Rev.  T. 
Mitchinson,  M.  A.  of  Carrington. 


Si  fiu-r^:o, 
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ST.  MARY'S  CHURCH,  COWBIT. 


COWBIT. 


^'  Like  some  sweet  solemn  chime. 
Flung  sweetly  forth  from  some  melodious  tuwcr> 
With  modulating  bells  of  sacred  rhyme.*' 

Formerly  Cowbit  Church  was  a  Chapel  of  Ease  to 
Spalding.  It  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  Parish 
Church  for  the  hamlets  of  Cowbit  and  Peakhill  by  Bishop 
Rnssel^  (ll.  Henry  vii,)  who  conferred  the  rights  of 
sacrament  on  it  and  reconsecrated  it,  after  some  repairs  and 
alterations  by  the  prior  of  Spalding,  Thomas  de  Multon, 
who  at  the  same  time  added  the  towers  and  the  nave. 
At  the  reconsecration  of  the  edifice  the  inhabitants  of  the 
above  mentioned  hamlets  agreed  to  pay  the  mother  church 
of  Spalding  one  fourth  part  of  all  church  dues,  to  main- 
tain the  fabric  in  good  repair,  and  to  support  the  priest 
who  should  be  appointed  to  oiSiciate  therein. 

The  plan  of  the  chm-ch  consists  of  a  South  Porch,  Nave 
without  Aisles,  Chancel  and  a  Tower  Steeple  at  the  west 
end.  The  principal  part  of  the  church  is  of  late  Perpen- 
dicular Gothic  although  there  are  some  remains  of  an 
earlier  date. 

The  Tower  is  of  the  former  style ;  the  west  front  is 
rather  handsome,  having  a  good,  entrance  consisting  of 
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a  four-centred  arcli  under  a  square  head^  with  ornamented 
spandrels;  above  this  door  is  a  window  of  four  lights  with 
neat  tracery;  then  occurs  a  niche  with  a  rich  canopy; 
over  this  is  a  plain  belfry  window  surmounted  by  amodern 
embattled  parapet 

The  exterior  of  the  Nave  presents  a  singular  compound 
of  wood,  brick,  stone,  and  compo.  Cheapness  alone 
appears  to  have  been  the  grand  aim  of  the  repairers. 

The  Chancel  has  on  the  south  side  a  priesfs  door 
blocked  up,  and  a  window  of  three  lights  trefoiled,  with 
Perpendicular  tracery;  the  east  wall  is  pierced  with  a 
neat  modem  window  of  a  similar  design. 

In  the  interior  the  tower  has  a  groined  roof;  the  Font 
is  octagonal, paneled, with  a  double  tier  of  trefoiled  arches: 
the  south  wall  of  the  chancel  contains  a  trefoiled  lavatory. 

There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

Died.  Age. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Rev.  Joseph  Mills Aug.    8  1763    25 

James  Dyson,  Esq Mar.  31   1817     82 

Emma  Louisa,  his  wife, Sep.      7  1823     23 

Two  infant  daughters  of  Rev.  J.  Larkin. 

The  following  notice  is  painted  up  in  the  Chancel. 

"  The  vault  beneath  the  floor  of  this  church,  divided  into  four 
compartments,  is  the  exclusive  property  of  the  family  of  Major 
General  Dyson,  H.  C.  S.  having  been  constructed  by  him,  under 
permission  of  tho  Rev.  John  Steel  perpetual  curate  of  this  parish, 
granted  in  acknowledgement  of  many  liberal  benefactions  oon- 
ferred  upon  this  church.     1 840." 
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ST.  GUTHLACS  ABBEY,  CROYLAND. 


CEOYLAND. 


"  Sore  bent  by  storms  in  glory's  arduous  ways. 
Here  migbt  ambition  muse,  a  pilgrmi  sage; — 
Here  raptur*d  see  Religion's  eyening  ray^ 
G3d  the  ealm  walks  of  his  reposing  age. 

Here  ancient  art  her  dsdal  faneies  play*d 
In  the  quaint  mazes  of  the  cusped  roof; 
In  mellow  glooms  the  speaking  pane  array*d. 
And  rang*d  the  clustered  column,  massy  proof. 


*> 


No  churcliman^  (we  had  almost  said  no  christian^) 
can  behold  this  once  magnificent  building  in  roins^ 
without  feelings  of  astonishment  as  well  as  regret. 
Being  the  centre  from  whence  proceeded  the  zeal^  the 
kbour,  and  the  money  with  which  many  of  the  neigh- 
bouring churches  were  first  planted  in  the  wilderness; 
it  might  have  been  thought  that  this  would  have  pre- 
served the  noble  building  from  the  progress  of  that 
decay  wliich  is  occasioned  by  their  neglect.  But  it  has 
other  claims  also.  It  is  built  on  the  spot  where  the 
first  step  was  taken  for  the  inhabitation  and  cultivation 
of  the  marshes  and  fens  of  the  county  in  which  it  stands. 
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It  was  the  reaidence  of  the  good  man  St  Gathlac,  of 
whom  a  former  age  thought  so  highly  as  to  dedicate 
chmrches  to  the  honour  of  God  and  his  memoiy*  It 
has  heen  a  retreat  for  one  of  our  kings^  and  more  or  less 
a  light  to  the  surrounding  countij;  until  at  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  monasteries  it  was  utteriy  ruined. 

**  High  o*er  the  trackless  heath  at  midnight  seen^ — 
No  more  the  windows  rang*d  in  long  array, 
(Where  the  tall  shaft  and  fretted  nook  between 
Thick  ivy  twines}  the  tapered  rites  betray." 

There  are  however  some  indications  of  a  better  spirit 
abroad  in  the  land.  Much  has  been  done  in  some 
of  the  neighbouring  counties  to  restore  sacred  buildings 
to  a  sacred  use;  and  when  this  zeal  shall  have  reached  us, 
we  doubt  not  this  building  will  be  renovated,  and  made 
in  some  way  once  more  eminently  useful  to  our  church. 
No  nobler  object  could  well  be  imagined,  for  the  exer- 
tions of  the  faithful  of  this  county;  which,  in  ecclesiastical 
buildings  is  highly  fieivoured. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  monasteries  were  always 
places  of  corrupted  morals.  On  their  first  introduction 
their  members  were  laborious  men,  who  drained 
marshes,  cleaired  woods,  cultivated  wastes,  and  guarded 
the  countiy  from  the  wolves ;  (then  numerous ;) 
besides  which  they  relieved  the  poor,  made  copies 
of  the  scriptures,  and  instructed  the  people  in  reading, 
writing,  and  all  the  common  arts  of  life.  In  short  they 
spent  their  lives  iu  labour,  prayer,  fasting,  and  alms  deeds. 
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We  now  proceed  to  give  a  brief  outline  of  the  history 
of  the  Abbey,  and  to  describe  that  portion  of  the  building 
which  still  exists ;  recommending  all  those  who  wish  for 
a  full  delineation  of  its  eventful  history,  to  consult  the 
work  published  by  the  late  Mr.  Gough. 

We  learn  from  Ingulphus  that  *^  Croyland  first 
became  celebrated  in  the  time  of  the  Anglo-Saxons, 
when  St  Guthlac,  the  son  of  Perwald,  a  Mercian  noble- 
man, having  renounced  a  military  life,  for  which  he  had 
been  educated,  came  by  divine  guidance  in  a  boat  to 
one  of  those  solitary  desert  islands  called  Crulande,  on 
St  Bartholomew's  day,  and  in  a  hollow  on  the  side  of 
a  heap  of  turf  built  himself  a  hut,  in  the  days  of  Cenred, 
king  of  Mercia,  when  the  Britains  gave  their  inveterate 
enemies  the  Saxons  all  the  trouble  they  could." 

St.  Guthlac  established  himself  here ;  and  dying,  was 
buried  at  Anchor-church  house,  leaving  behind  him  a 
reputation  of  great  sanctity.  His  tomb  attracted  many 
pilgrims,  and  this  laid  the  foundation  for  the  noted 
Abbey. 

In  the  year  716  Ethelbald,  king  of  Mercia,  conferred 
the  first  charter  on  it,  and  endowed  it  with  all  the 
surrounding  land.  They  dedicated  this  primitive  edi- 
fice to  the  honour  of  God,  the  Blessed  Virgin,  St- 
Bartholomew,  and  St  Guthlac.  The  Danes  in  their 
excursion  in  the  year  870  destroyed  the  buildings  (see  the 
account  of  Algarkirke) :  they  were  however  again  rebuilt 

about  948,  with  timber;  the  church  only  being  erected  of 
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stone.  Many  years  had  not  elapsed  before  it  was  again 
necessary  to  rebuild,  and  in  the  yeai*  1061  the  buildings 
were  once  more  constructed :  they  were  soon  after,  how- 
ever, wholly  consumed  by  fire.  Ingulphus,  under  whase 
presidency  it  happened,  has  left  us  a  full  description  of 
the  terrible  disaster. 

Under  Abbot  Joffiid,  a.  d.  1113,  was  reared  that 
noble  tribute  to  God,  parts  of  which  yet  remain.  The 
Abbot  obtained  from  the  Archbishops  of  England  and 
their  suffragans,  an  indulgence,  which  dispensed  witK 
the  third  part  of  all  penances  for  sin  to  those  who  should 
contribute  anything  towai'ds  the  pious  work ;  and  it  was 
directed  to  the  king  and  his  people,  and  to  the  kings  of 
France  and  Scotland,  and  to  all  other  kings  and  their 
Tassals,  rich  and  poor,  in  all  parts  of  the  christian  world. 
Two  monks  carried  the  animating  instrument  into 
France  and  Flandei-s,  two  others  into  Scotland,  two 
others  into  Denmark  and  Norway,  two  into  Wales, 
Cornwall,  and  Ireland,  and  others  into  the  counties  of 
England.  Four  years  were  spent  in  the  business  of 
collecting  treasure,  and  the  end  of  that  period  beheld 
mountains  of  marble  accumulated  round  the  spot,  with 
immense  heaps  of  gold  and  s^ilver,  brass,  cement,  and 
every  necessary  material. 

The  day  was  now  fixed  for  laying  the  foundation,  on 
which  a  great  multitude  from  the  neighbomiug  districts 
met  at  Croyland;  earls,  barons,  and  knights,  with  their 
ladies  and  families,  abbots,  priors,  monks,  nuns,  clerks, 
and  persons  of  all  ranks.     The  Abbot  Joffirid  prayed. 
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and  shedding  tears  of  joy  laid  the  corner  stone  at  the 
north-east  angle  of  the  intended  (Structure.  The  next 
was  laid  by  Bichard  de  Rulos^  a  Knight  much  attached 
to  the  Abbey,  and  on  it  twenty  pounds.  Then  came 
Galfiid  Ridel,  a  Knight,  and  his  wife  Geva,  and  her 
sister  Avicia,  the  first  laying  on  his  stone  ten  marks; 
and  the  Ladies  having  placed  theu*s,  presented  each  a 
stone  cutter  to  serve  at  their  expense  for  two  years. 
The  next  comer  stone  to  the  South  of  the  Eastern  front 
was  laid  by  the  Abbot  of  Thomey,  JoSrid's  brother,  and 
on  it  ten  pounds.  Alan  de  Croun,  a  Baron,  with  his 
lady,  and  their  eldest  son  and  daughter,  placed  the  next 
four  stones,  offering  on  them  the  title  deeds  of  the 
advowsons  of  foiur  neighbouring  churches.*  The  Earl 
of  Leicester  and  the  Baron  of  Cantelupe  with  his  Lady, 
and  Alan  de  Fulbek,  and  Theodoric  de  Botheby  with  his 
Lady,  and  Turbrand  de  Spaldyng,  Knights;  and  th«n 
the  Earl  of  Northampton,  followed  by  four  knights  and 
three  Ladies,  placed  their  respective  stones  in  the  circle 
of  the  same  front,  each  in  order  offering  on  them  forty 
]!narks,  twenty  marks,  a  hundred  shillings,  the  gift  of  a 
messuage  and  two  acres  of  land,  the  tithes  of  sheep,  a 
hundred  marks,  the  service  of  two  stone  cutters  for  four 
years,  and  the  tithes  of  Kirkby  and  four  other  livings. 
The  foundation  stones  of  the  North  and  South  walls 
were  then  laid  by  the  same  two  abbots  and  the  monks  of 
the  convent ;  when  the  priests  of  three  neighbouring 
parishes  advanced,  and  laid  the  bases  of  the  three 
columns  of  the  North  wall ;  the  first,  attended  by  one 

*  See  the  account  of  IVeiston. 


0  CROTLAND 

hundred  and  four  men  of  his  pariah,  offering  their 
labour  for  one  day  in  eveiy  month ;  the  second  with 
sixty,  and  the  other  with  forty  two  men,  making  the 
same  offering  till  the  work  should  be  completed.  The 
three  columns  of  the  South  wall  were  then  laid  by  the 
priest  of  Grantham,  with  two  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
offering  ten  marks,  and  by  the  priest  of  Heckham  with 
his  men,  presenting  twenty  quarters  of  wheat  and  as 
many  of  malt ;  and  by  a  third  priest  with  eighty  four 
men,  offering  six  marks,  two  stone  cutters  in  their  own 
quarry,  and  the  carriage  of  the  stone  to  Croyland. 

The  building  thus  erected  by  Jofind  was  materially 
injured  by  another  accidental  fire  about  fifty  years  after 
its  dedication,  but  was  restored  by  Edward  the  seven- 
teenth abbot,  and  Robert  de  Redinges,  before  1206,  and 
soon  afterwards  was  enlarged  by  additional  buildings 
erected  under  the  superintendence  of  Henry  de  Long- 
champ.  The  north  aisle  of  the  nave  was  built  about 
the  middle  of  the  same  century,  which  was  succeeded 
by  the  tower ;  and  here  all  improvements  ceased  till  the 
fifteenth  century,  when  the  east  end  and  transepts  were 
built,  and  the  nave  and  aisles  completely  finished. 

In  the  succeeding  century  the  work  of  spoliation  com- 
menced. The  abbey  was  resigned  by  John  Wells,  the 
last  abbot,  A,D.  1539;  and  about  twenty  years  after- 
wards the  choir  and  transepts  were  taken  down ;  and 
the  nave  and  aisles  suffered  to  remain  as  a  place  of 
devotion  for  the  use  of  the  parish.  But  the  inhabitants 
did  not  enjoy  even  this  privilege  long.     In  the  parlia- 
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mentary  war,  the  army  under  Cromwell  pressed  the 
town  so  closely  that  the  people  sought  refuge  in  the 
tower  of  the  church,  which  in  those  times  was  considered 
the  parochial  fortress;  and  in  the  attack  that  was  made 
upon  the  sacred  edifice,  the  nave  and  south  aisle  were 
so  much  injured  that  they  soon  fell  into  a  state  of 
dilapidation. 

In  our  description  of  these  noble  and  fast  disappearing 
ruins  we  shall  commence  with  the  west  front.  At  the 
north  angle  is  a  tower  and  spire  of  clumsy  and  inelegant 
proportions  of  a  late  Perpendicular  date. 

The  Tower  is  entered,  rather  unusually,  through  a 
western  porch;  above  this  latter  is  a  fine  window  of  six 
lights,  which  are  however  blocked  up.  This  window  is 
surmounted  by  a  cinquefoiled  arcade,  above  which  is 
another  of  six  arches  trefoiled  j  four  of  these  are  louvre- 
boarded  and  serve  to  light  the  bell-chamber;  the  tower 
then  finishes  in  an  enriched  cornice  and  plain  parapet. 

The  Spire  is  octagonal  and  disproportionately  low  for 
its  breadth,  but  corresponds  in  appearance  with  most  of 
the  spires  that  were  erected  of  this  date. 

The  other  part  of  the  west  front,  which  formed  the 

west  end  of  the  nave,  is  a  magnificent  specimen  of 

architectural    embellishment,    of   different    periods    of 

Gothic.     The  entrance  first  attracts  the  attention  of  the 

visitors ;  this  consists  of  a  deeply-moulded  single  arch, 

enclosing  two   smaller  ones  with  a  quatrefoil   in  the 

spandrel;  in  the  latter  are  sculptured  remarkable  events 

3x 


8  CROYLAND 

which'occurred  to  St.  Guthlac.     First  we  have  a  boat 
in  which  are  three  persons,  St.  Guthlac,  with  his  sister 
Pega,    and    his    companion    Tatwin,    represented  as 
coming  to  Crojland,  a  place  at  that  time  the  resort 
of  wild  boars  and   other  ravenous   beasts,  to  convey 
which  idea  the   sculptor   has  introduced   a  tree  with 
a  sow   and  a  litter   of  pigs.     The   next  design  has 
St.  Guthlac  seated  with  a  flagon  at  his  back  and  a  loaf 
at  his  feet,  while  some  person  approaches  in  a  supplicat- 
ing posture,  supposed  to  be  Ethelbald,  who  visited  the 
saint,  and  was  relieved  in  his  distress ;  but  it  more  pro- 
bably alludes  to  the  bottle  miracle  described  on  page  31 
of  Felix's  Life  of  St.  Guthlac.     Another  contains  a  view 
of  the  saint  on  his  deatli  bed,  attended  probably  by  his 
confessor,  and  comforted  by  an  angelic  messenger ;  and 
the  last  shows  his  corpse  conveyed  to  heaven  by  angels, 
and  received  by  the  deity.     In  the  centre  is  the  figure 
of  a  man  tempted  by  a  monstrous  demon,  supposed  to 
refer  to  some  one  of  the  many  temptations  which  per- 
plexed St.  Guthlac  on  his  first  arrival  on  the  island  of 
Croyland.     The  north  side  of  the  door  displays  a  muti- 
lated figure  trampling  on  some  animal :  near  which  is 
the  statue  of  a  monk,  but  headless,  girt  round  the  middlei 
with  a  rope,  and  standing  on  a  defaced  animal  placed 
upon  a  pedestal  paneled  with  trefoiled  arches  and  figures 
in  relief,  much  decayed.     Here  are  also  our  first  parents 
with  the  sei'pent  entwined  round  the  tree  of  life ;  and 
Christ  with  the  Lamb  pointing  to  the  salvation  which 
they  by   transgression   had  forfeited.      Several   other 
figures  are  gone,  but  the  pedestals  remain  on  which 
they  were  placed. 
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Above  this  door  has  been  a  uoble  window,  now 
alas !  without  muUions  or  tracery  !  But  here  are  four, 
tiers  of  statues  occupying  niches  which  remain  in. 
tolerable  preservation.  The  uj)per  tier,  which  extends, 
wholly  across  the  west  front  above  the  window,  contains, 
a  range  of  eight  statues  representing  the  Saints,  Peter 
and  Paul,  Thomas  and  Bartholomew,  Andrew  and, 
PhiKp,  James  and  Matthew;  placed  on  pedestals  carved 
into  grotesque  forms,  and  canopied  under  cinquefoiled 
heads*  One  of  these  recesses  has  lost  its  inmate.  The 
second  tier  contains  two  statues  on  each  side  of  the 
window,  standing  under  canopies  which  are  beautifully 
tabernacled.  Those  on  the  north  are  Ethelbald  the 
founder,  and  Kenulph  the  first  abbot.  On  the  south 
stands  St.  Guthlac  distinguished  by  the  scourge  of 
discipline  and  the  knife.  Underneath  this  eminent  saint, 
in  the  third  tier,  stands  his  sister  St.  Pega,  in  a  line 
with  Waltheof  Earl  of  Northumberland,  the  venerable 
Turketyl,  who  has  suffered  decollation,  and  another ;  all 
standing  on  embattled  pedestals,  and  underneath  trefoil 
arches  enclosed  in  lancets  with  the  quatrefoil  recess. 
Beneath  St.  Pega  is  a  Knight  in  complete  armour  vnth 
a  coronet  round  his  pointed  helmet,  and  resting  both  hia 
hands  on  a  battle  axe.  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  great 
Earl  Siward,  and  the  venomous  reptile  between  his  legs,, 
the  representation  of  a  dragon  which  the  legends  say 
he  vanquished.  At  his  left  is  a  Bishop  in  his  pontificals^ 
his  right  hand  in  the  act  of  benediction,  and  his  left 
holding  a  crosier ;  which  may  be  intended  for  Jof&id  the 
successor  of  Ingulphus.      On  the  north   side   of  the 
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window,  in  a  line  with  the  above^  stands  Ingulphus  him- 
self (accompanied  by  Alan  de  Croun,  who  was  a  munifi- 
cent bene&ctor  to  the  abbey,)  in  his  mantle  and  coronet, 
a  fibula  on  his  breast,  and  a  fiinge  on  his  robe.  These 
are  also  placed  on  embattled  pedestals,  and  the  recesses 
in  which  they  stand  are  canopied  with  trefoil  arches 
within  crocheted  pediments. 

The  whole  of  the  Naye  and  South  Aisle  is  one  mass 
of  ruins ;  they  contain  however  some  good  remains  of 
Norman  and  Early  English  architecture. 

The  North  Aisle  yet  remains  very  nearly  in  its 
original  state.  The  east  fi'ont  contains  a  square-headed 
window  of  four  lights,  which  however  was  not  the  original 
east  window.  The  north  waU  is  pierced  hy  five  large 
Perpendicular  windows  of  four  lights  each,  with  cinque- 
foiled  tracery :  these  are  separated  by  heavy  buttresses 
of  three  stages.  The  tower  is  likewise  supported  in  this 
front  by  four  buttresses  and  has  an  arcade,  &c.,  similar 
to  the  west  front,  before  described. 

The  Interior  of  this  Aisle  gives  a  faint  idea  of  the  mag- 
nificence we  have  lost.  It  possesses  a  groined  roof  on  the 
key  stones  of  which  are  carved  1  a  head,  2  a  rose,  3  i.h.s. 
4  a  rebus  of  a  tree  issuing  out  of  a  ton,  (supposed  to  be 
for  Abbot  Lyt-Iing-ton,  who  completed  the  groining  of 
this  aisle  and  died  a.  d»  1476,)  5  a  flower,  6  allet. 

At  the  east  end  of  this  Aisle  is  a  Pei-pendlcular  Gothic 
screen;  in  the  spandrels  of  the  arches  are  carved  events 
in  the  life  of  St.  Guthlac. 
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After  thus  hastily  surveying  these  ruins^  we  might 
add  some  remarks,  but  we  prefer  giving  those  of  a 
writer  upon  another  edifice^  which  are  very  appropriate 
to  this. 

''  Those  who  founded  and  inhabited  these  monastic  buildings 
were  for  ages  the  chief  directors  of  the  national  mind.  Their 
possessions  were,  in  truth,  the  possessions  of  all  classes  of  the 
people.  The  highest  offices  in  those  establishments  were  in  some 
cases  bestowed  upon  the  noble  and  the  wealthy,  but  they  were  open 
to  the  very  humblest.  Ihe  studious  and  the  devout  here  found 
a  shelter  and  a  solace.  The  learning  of  the  monastic  bodies  has 
been  underrated ;  the  ages  in  which  they  flourished  have  been 
called  dark  ages ;  but  they  were  almost  the  sole  depositaries 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  land.  They  were  the  historians,  the 
grammarians,  the  poets.  They  accumulated  magnificent  libraries. 
They  were  the  barriers  that  checked  the  universal  empire  of 
brute  force.  They  cherished  an  ambition  higher  and  mora  per- 
manent than  could  belong  to  the  mere  martial  spirit.  They 
stood  between  the  strong  and  the  weak.  They  held  the  oppressor 
in  subjection  to  that  power  which  results  from  the  cultivation, 
however  misdirected,  of  the  spiritual  part  of  our  nature.  Whilst 
the  proud  baron  continued  to  live  in  the  same  dismal  castle  that 
his  predatory  fathers  had  built  or  won,  the  churchmen  went  on 
from  age  to  age  adding  to  their  splendid  edifices,  and  demanding 
a  succession  of  ingenious  artists  to  carry  out  their  lofty  ideas. 
The  devotional  exercises  of  their  life  touched  the  deepest  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  Their  solemn  services,  handed  down 
from  a  remote  antiquity,  gave  to  music  its  most  ennobling  culti- 
vation ;  and  the  most  beautiful  of  arts  thus  became  the  vehicle 
of  the  loftiest  enthusiasm.  Individuals  amongst  them,  bringing 
odium  upon  the  class,  might  be  sordid,  luxurious,  idle,  in  some 
instances  profligate.  It  is  the  nature  of  great  prosperity  and 
apparent  security  to  produce  these  results.  But  it  was  not  the 
mandate  of  a  pampered  tyrant,  nor  the  edicts  of  a  corrupt  parlia- 
ment, that  could  destroy  the  reverence  which  had  been  j) reduced 
by  an  intercourse  of  eight  hundred  years  with  the  great  body  of 
the  people.     The  form  of  venerable  institutions  may  be  changed, 
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but  their  spirit  is  indestmctible.  The  holj  places  and  mansions 
of  the  Church  were  swept  away ;  but  the  memory  of  them  could 
not  be  destroyed.  Their  ruins^  recent  as  they  were,  were  still 
aatiquities,  full  of  iustniction.  The  lightning  had  blasted  the 
old  oak,  and  its  green  leaves  were  no  longer  put  forth ;  but  th» 
gnarled  trunk  was  a  thing  not  to  be  despised." 

Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes. 

Fenesirae. 

Ou.  3  keys,  or 

Az.  3  crosses  potent,  arg 

liozengy,  or.  and  gu Craun. 

Jjozengj,  sa.  and  erm Patten, 

Emnaled  f  Q"*"^®'''y>  France  and  England. 
^       'IGu.  2  bars  betw.  6  martlets,  or. 

Gu.  3  crosses  betone6 

Gu.  a  cross  patonce,  or Lafymer. 

Gu.  cross  crusilly  fitched,  a  lion  rampant,  arg La  Warre. 

Gu.  a  bend  and  2  bendlets  aboTC  CreUe. 

Lozengy,  or.  and  gn Crmm. 

Or.  a  saltier  engrailed,  sa Botetorte. 

O      te  1  i^^'  *  ^^^^^9  S^'  ^^^^  *^11  *  bend,  az CrumwelL 

Vfuar   r  1}\^q}^^^\^j^  q^  ^nj  gy,  ^  chief,  erm Tateshale. 

Barry  of  6  pieces,  arg.  and  az.  in  chief  3  lozenges, 

gu.  a  mullet  difference Fleming. 

Az.  a  bend,  or Scrope. 

Arg.  a  fesse  gu.  in  chief,  3  torteaux Devereux. 

Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  martlets,  sa 

Sa.  a  frett,  arg ^ Haringtan. 

Q„.r,.rfj(|i  Vc'^'Sli^':..:::.:::::::::: )  ^«"'«'>- 

Arg.  a  cross  moline,  sa 

Arg.  a  saltier,  gu 

Az.  a  saltier,  arg 

'Arc:,  a  cross  engrailed,  ffu.  betw.  4)    «         i-^ 

Quarterly       ^vaterbougetsTsa ! \  ^^^^«^- 

(Gu.  billety  or,  a  fesse  arg Ltmame* 
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Qaaiterly^  gu.  and  or.  a  muUst  on  the  first  quarter  arg.  Vere. 

Az.  an  etoile,  arg 

^        ,  J  (Az.  an  etoile^  arg 

Empaled.  I  y^^^y^  or.  and  gu Ferrers. 

Or.  a  chevron,  ga.  on  a  border,  az.  8  mitres,  or.  Stafford  Epus. 

Arg.  a  fesse,  ga.  betw.  3  popinjays,  vert Lumley. 

Az.  a  chevron  between  3  garbs,  4>r ^ 

<Ja.  a  saltier,  arg Nevile. 

r\    -A    1    (Bourchier )  Bourchier  Earl 

4}uarterly|^^^ j        ^  E^ew. 

Quarterly,  France  seme^,  and  England  a  bordnre,  arg. 

Ditto,      ditto     ditto  ditto     a  label  of  3,  erm. 

Ditto,      ditto    ditto  ditto      ditto  of  3,  arg. 

Ditto,       ditto    ditto              ditto  on  a  border,  az.  \ 
8  fleur-de-lis,  or ^ J 

Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  g^ifin's  heads  erased,  gu Tilney. 

Gu.  3  waterbougets  erm Root, 

Arg.  2  bars  and  a  canton 

Gu.  a  cross  patonce,  or.  a  border  arg 

Gu.  a  fesse  between  6  fleur-de-lis,  arg 

Gu.  bezanty  a  canton  erm 

Campanse, 
In  mnltis  annis  resonet  campana  Johannes. 
Sum  rosa  pulsata  mundi  Maria  Vocata. 
Hiec  campana  beat&  tnnitate  sacra. 

The  following  inscriptions  are  within  the  present  church. 

Died.  Age. 

James  Brown,   Oct  25  1684  ... 

George  Baguley,  Dec.  7  1751  39 

Francis,  relict  of  William  Cherrington^ Aug.  1  1787  60 

Mary,  wife  of  Robert  Darby,    Jan.  19  1728  30 

James  Whitsed,  Esq Feb.  21   1838  83 

Rev.  James  Blundeli,  Rector, Mar.  24  1834  61 

James  Whitsed  Blundell,    Jan.  29  1826  14 

Ann,  relict  of  John  Radcliffe, Apr.  2  1821  72 

Luke  Cowley,  Gent Oct  18  1723  84 

Mary,  his  relict,  Feb.  15  1736  81 

Rev.  Moor  Scribe,  Rector, July  13  1808  85 
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Died.  Age. 

Robert  Lincoln,  Esq Dec.     8  1840  62 

W.  Wyche Dec.     7  1807  67 

Abigail  his  wife, Mar.  16  1834  82 

William,  his  son,  Jan.  28  1810  28 

John  Sooth,  Nov.  19  1826  62 

Mary  South, Jan.    13  1824  21 

Zechariah  Fovargue,    June  21  1778  69 

Mary,  his  wife, Feb.  20  1763  29 

Martha  Fovargue, Apr.  29  1792  68 

Abraham  Baly, Jan.     3  1704 

Mary,  his  wife, May  21  1705 

Abraham,  his  son,     Jan.    13  1704 

Susanna  Sharp,     Feb.     2  1724  66 

Ezekiel  Hart, 1820  63 

Stephen  Cherrington,  Feb.     6  1826  72 

John  Smith,  Dec.  24  1828  83 

AUce,  his  wife,   Jan.  30  1810  77 

Joseph  Bothwav,    July  12  1812  70 

John  Crawford,"  Esq ; Apr.    9  1762  76 

Ann,  his  wife,   interred  Sep.     6  1731  ... 

Charles,  his  son,    Jan.   12  1778  60 

Hugh,      ditto Sep.   27  1788  72 

Margaret,  second  wife  of  Hugh  Crawford, ...  Feb.     1  1801  76 

WiUiam  Gates, Apr.     4  1729  ... 

John  Kingston, June  10  1743  46 

Elizabeth  Walton, Apr.  14  1776  70 

Thomas  llobert  Gates,  Esq May  23  1797  73 

Mary,  his  wife,  Feb.  10  1788  ... 

Edward,  Kingstone,  Gent    Dec.  28  1781  69 

Susannah  Simmonds,   June  19  1782  29 

Marv  Kingston,  relict Sep.  17  1783  85 

Prudence  Harrison,  May     2  1808  83 

John  Kingston  Harrison, Sep.  30  1819  72 

Frances,  his  wife, Nov.     4  1817  61 

Charlotte  Harrison,  Mar.    2  1821  69 

William  Harrison,  Gent  Oct   28  1837  89 

Abraham  Egarr,    Deo.     6  1744  63 

Elizabeth  Jenkinson,    Mar.     4  1760  62 

William  Jenkinson, May      9  1779  65 

Elizabeth  Hurry, May    27  1783  42 

Henry  Hurry,   Dec.      3  1746  41 

Elizabeth,  his  wife Jan.    31  1742  26 

William  Cowley,  Aug.     6  1813  79 

Mary,  his  wife, Apr.     16  1817  79 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Cox, Oct     17  1738  33 
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''  Look  where  the  village  spire  lifts  sweet  and  still 

Its  tapering  finger  o'er  the  sunlit  hill> 

Stretched  at  its  foot  in  the  green  Talley^s  breast 

The  gathered  ashes  of  long  centuries  rest, 

A  few  white  tombstones,  and  a  few  dim  grey 

Mark  names  that  have  not  yet  passed  quite  away. 

But  for  the  multitude  that  there  have  trod 

Tear  after  year  up  to  the  house  of  God, 

The  beating  hearts,  the  reverent  brows  that  wont 

To  bend  around  that  altar  and  that  font, 

'Tis  vain,  *tis  trite,  the  question  "where are  they  >  ** 

'Tis  asked  by  every  moralist  every  day. 

Asked,— but  not  answered/* 

DQnmgton  Church  presents  some  good  specimens  of 
Peipendicalar  and  late  Decorated  Gothic.  The  plan 
confflsts  of  a  nave^  two  aisles,  a  chancel  and  a  spire 
steeple  which,  contrary  to  the  usual  arrangementy  is 
erected  on  the  south  side  adjoining  the  second  haj  from 
the  west  end  of  the  south  aisle.    (See  plan.) 

The  angles  of  the  Tower  have  buttresses  divided  by 
water-tables,  and  a  string  course  into  five  stages,  the 
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last  stage  of  eacb  buttress  tenuinatingiu  a  plain  pediment. 
In  the  second  stage  is  a  niche  with  an  ogee  arch, 
crocheted  and  finialed.  In  the  south  wall  is  a  noble 
arch  with  richly  and  deeply  moulded  jambs,  but  the 
ancient  door  has  been  removed  and  a  Tudor  brick  arch 
with  another  door  inserted.  Above  is  a  niche,  similar 
to  that  described,  a  string  course  then  runs  entirely 
round  the  whole  tower,  from  which  rises  a  narrow  loop- 
hole window  with  a  plain  pointed  arch.  Another  string 
course  runs  under  the  belfry  window  which  is  divided 
into  two  lights  with  trefoiled  tracery,  and  a  quatrefoiled 
recess,  with  the  label  springing  from  corbel  heads, 
above  is  an  embattled  parapet  witli  a  projecting  cornice 
ornamented  with  gurgoyles.  The  other  fronts  of  tlie 
tower  are  similar  to  this  excepting  the  entrance,  and  an 
additional  window  in  the  lower  division,  of  two  lights 
with  a  quatrefoiled  recess. 

The  Spii'e  is  as  usual  octagonal  in  plan :  the  four 
sides  corresponding  with  those  of  the  tower  are  each 
pierced  with  two  windows,  the  lower  of  two  lights 
trefoiled  and  the  arch  filled  with  tracery  of  a  Transition 
character.  The  other  window  has  a  plain  arch,  with  a 
small  square,  divided  into  triangles^  trefoiled,  finishing 
in  an  ogee  pediment,  springing  from  corbel  heads  and 
orowned  by  a  finial ;  the  other  sides  of  the  tower  have 
only  one  window  each,  having  a  dnquefoiled  arch  filled 
in  with  tracery  of  three  divisions  trefoiled,  quatrefoiled, 
and  embattled :  the  apex  of  the  whole  terminates  in  a 
boldly-carved  finial  from  which  rises  the  vane. 
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In  visiting  these  noble  edifices^  we  may  linger  for 
awhile  over  the  beauties  of  the  nave  and  chancel^  but 
we  are  irresistibly  drawn  to  the  distinguishing  character- 
istic of  the  bnildingy  the  steeple;  whether  it  be  tower  or 
spire;  and  amongst  the  many  original  features  of  Gotliic 
Architecture,  the  spure  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  most 
beautiful.  The  architect,  the  artist,  and  the  amateur,  all 
declare  their  admiration  of  this  appropriate  ornament, 
and  what  could  be  m(»re  expressive?  What  could  more 
eloquently  remind  men  of  their  earthly  state  and  heavenly 
bopes^  than  this  ^'silent  monitor/'?  that 


jt 


As  a  finger  lifted,  dotb  sbew 


Witherward  lies  the  haven. 

The  west  end  of  the  South  Aisle  has  a  window  of 
four  lights  with  trefoiled  tracery.  The  south  wall  is 
pierced  by  three  windows  of  three  lights  each,  trefoiled, 
and  having  trefoiled  tracery,  the  jambs  and  mullions  are 
ornamented  with  small  capitals  and  bases,  and  the  labels 
rise  from  corbel  heads  delicately  carved.  Between  each 
window  is  a  buttress  of  two  sts^es  terminating  in  a 
moulded  pediment  dying  into  a  plain  projecting  parapet. 
The  east  wall  has  a  window  of  four  lights  trefoiled  with 
Transition  tracery  having  quatrefoiled  recesses  and  the 
jambs  &c.  as  the  south  windows. 

The  north  wall  of  the  North  Aisle  is  divided  by 
buttresses  of  two  stages  into  seven  bays  of  equal  dimen- 
sions ;  two  of  these  are  blanks ;  another  bay  is  pierced 
by  a  door  having  a  small  carved  corbel  for  an  image 
above  the   apex  of   the  label ;   the   remaining  three 
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compartments  are  occupied  by  windows  of  three  liglits; 
one  only  however  being  dnquefoiled  with  trefoiled 
tracery.  The  west  wall  has  a  window  of  four  lights 
trefoiled  with  quatrefoiled  tracery.  The  eaat  window  is 
divided  into  four  lights  cinquefoiled,  having  perpen- 
dicular tracery  trefoiled. 

The  west  end  of  the  Nave  has  a  door  with  a  small 
niche  above,  having  a  crocketed  ogee  arch,  trefoiled. 
On  each  side  and  above  the  door  is  a  projecting  canopy, 
crocketed  with  an  ogee  arch,  and  the  jambs  fiOed  in 
with  ^  beautifully  carved  bosses.  The  window  is  of  a 
similar  design  to  that  of  the  west  end  of  the  aisles  of 
Boston  Church,  being  divided  into  five  lights,  with  the 
arches  dnquefoiled,  and  having  trefoiled  Perpendicular 
tracery.  The  clerestory  on  the  south  side  has  seven 
windows  of  two  lights  each,  cinquefoiled,  and  the  tracery 
quatrefoiled,  with  a  projecting  embattled  parapet  The 
north  wall  is  similar  to  this.  The  east  wall  has  the 
embattled  parapet,  but  not  the  usual  sanctus  opening  or 
even  the  cross;  indeed  the  latter  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  placed  on  any  part  of  the  exterior  of  the  building. 

The  south  wall  of  the  Chancel  is  divided  into  three 
bays  by  buttresses  in  three  divisions,  the  plinth  is 
quatrefoiled  and  the  parapet  plain.  It  has  two  windows 
of  four  lights  trefoiled,  and  one  of  three  lights.  Beneath 
this  is  a  small  entrance  with  a  pointed  arch.  The 
north  wall  is  divided  into  three  bays,  having  two 
windows  of  three  lights  each.  The  east  wall  has 
buttresses  at  the  angles  in  two  divisions.     Between 
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these  is  a  window  of  fire  lights  with  pointed  ai*ches 
dnquefoiled,  from  which  rise  the  Perpendicular  tracery 
also  cinquefoiled  witli  quatrefoiled  recesses. 

Above  the  entrance  to  the  south  aisle  is  a  niche 
containing  a  statue  in  very  excellent  preservation. 
The  interior  has  the  general  character  of  the  country 
churches  in  this  neighbourhood :  it  appears  however  to 
have  had  more  attention  paid  to  it>  in  keeping  it  clean 
and  in  proper  repair  than  many  we  have  visited.  The 
aisles  are  separated  from  the  nave  by  seven  pointed 
arches^  springing  from  five  isolated  octagonal  pillars  and 
stone  corbels  in  the  north  and  south  walls  of  the  nave. 
At  the  west  end  of  the  south  aide  is  an  octagonal  font 
with  the  sides  carved ;  it  does  not  stand  on  the  usual 
arrangement  of  three  steps,  but  this  symbolical  ac- 
companiment we  may  venture  to  say  has  been  removed, 
for  we  never  yet  foimd  "  the  old  font "  occupying  '*  the 
ancient  usual  place  "  near  the  west  end  of  the  nave 
without  these  steps. 

The  rood  stairs  remain  on  the  north  side  of  the 
entrance  to  the  chancel,  which  also  contains  sedilia  and 
a  lavatory  in  the  south  wall  with  an  unusual  recess 
in  the  north  wall  and  three  stone  steps  worked  in  it. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Chancel  is  the  following 
inscriptum. 

"  In  memory  of  Captain  Matthew  Flinders,  who 
died  July  19th,  1814,  aged  40  years,  after  having  twice 
ciTCumnavigated  the   globe.      He   was    sent  by  the 
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Admiralty  in  the  year  1801  to  make  discoveries  on  llie 
Coast  of  Terra  Australis ;  returning  from  this  voyage 
he  suffered  shipwreck,  and  hy  the  injustice  of  the 
French  Government  was  imprisoned  six  years  in  the 
Island  of  Mauritius.  In  1810  he  was  restored  to  his 
native  land,  and  not  long  after  was  attacked  hy  an 
excruciating  disease,  the  anguish  of  which  he  hore  until 
death,  with  undeviating  fortitude.  His  country  will 
long  regret  the  loss  of  one  whose  exertions  in  her  cause 
were  only  equalled  by  his  perseverance,  but  his  family 
will  most  deeply  feel  the  irreparable  deprivation.  They 
do  not  merely  lament  a  man  of  superior  intellect,  they 
mom*n  an  affectionate  husband,  a  teudor  father,  a  kind 
brother,  and  a  faithful  friend/' 

In  1 795  Flinders  first  sailed  as  a  midshipman  with 
Captain  Hunter  to  New  Holland,  and  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1801  he  was  appointed  by  the  British 
Government  to  the  command  of  a  vessel  of  discovery 
for  the  Coast  of  Australasia.  He  immediately  proceeded 
on  his  voyage,  and  during  the  summer  of  1802  smrveyed 
the  western  coast  of  New  Holland,  but  his  little  vessel 
being  unfortunately  wrecked  on  a  coral  reef,  he  was 
obliged  to  return  in  August  1803  to  Port  Jackson.  In 
December  1803  he  embarked  with  his  crew  and  officers 
in  the  Cumberland,  a  boat  of  nineteen  tons  biurden,  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  to  England  an  account  of  his 
discoveries.  '^  On  his  arrival  at  the  Island  of  Mauritius, 
notwithstanding  he  had  passports  from  the  French 
Government  and  other  powers  at  war  with  this  country, 
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lie  waft  detained;  together  witb  liis  books  and  papers 
aud  his  most  valuable  collection  of  charts  of  the  coasts 
he  bad  explored,  by  General  Decaen,  the  governor 
of  Mauiitius. "  Here  he  remained  several  vears, 
but  through  the  intercession  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  London^  and  the  National  Institute  of  France  he  was 
liberated;  he  however  never  recovered  the  journal  of 
his  discoveries.  During  his  illness  at  home  he  drew  up 
an  interesting  account  of  researches,  published  after  his 
death,  under  the  title  of  ^^A  voyage  to  the  Terra 
Australis,  undertaken  for  tlie  purpose  of  completing  the 
discovery  of  that  vast  country,  in  1801 — 1803." 

There  are  also  inscriptions  within  this   Church  in 
memory  of  the  following  persons. 

Died.    Age. 

Hannah  Charlotte  Wilson, Apr.   Q8  1809  42 

John  Flinders,  Grazier, Apr.   13  1741  59 

John  Flinders,  Surgeon, Dec.   26  1776  63 

Matthew  Flinders,  Surgeon, May     1  1802  52 

Jane  Cole,  Oct.  22  1741  25 

Mrs.  Ann  Barnes, 1693  .... 

Anthony  Hall,  gent. Oct,   13  1673  .... 

Thomas  Pooles, Nov.    5  1716  98 

John  Holland, Dec.  28  179-  31 

Mary  bis  relict, Nor.   10  1807  42 

Biddy,  (daughter) Feb.     1  1811  23 

John  Ward,  Attorney, Dec.   31  1773  62 

Mrs.  Jane  Wetherell, Oct.  23  1758  39 

Thomas  Cowley,  gent July  17  1721  96 

Ann  Gleed, Oct.  27  1813  71 

Thomas  Amall  Gleed, Feb.   13  1814  39 
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Di«d.  Age. 

Jonathan  Gleed,  genl Mar.  17  1820  78 

Mary  HoUand, Aug.  16  1826  35 

Anthony  Birks,  Author, interred  Sep.    9  1769  68 

Elizabeth  Bitks,  (relict) ditto     Nov.  II  1774  75 

Lamplugh, Feb.  27  1720  3 

Maij  Long, Jan.  29  1716  31 

Col.  Holies  gives  the  following  ootes. 
Donnington. 
Tumultu  im  CanceHi. 
John  Browne,  Arm :  obllt  3o-  die  Janaarii   Ano.  1436. 
Katheriaee  uxor  Jobes  et  Joanna  filii. 

WiUas  Iloberd  Agnes  uxor  ejus  filia  Simonis  de  Brighe 
de  Pinchbeck  obiit  20<>-  Septembris  Ano.  1453. 

• Booth  Johanna  uxor  obierunt  18"-  April  152A 

Elizabeth  filia  eorum. 

Robertus  Syrik,  Cecilia  uxor  Bicos  Syrik ...Dnna 

Willus  Syrik  Captus  Banulphus  Syrik. 

Orate  pro  aiabns  Niobolai  Derman  et  consortis  vam. 

Sculpt :  in  ligno. 
A  roanch — 3  feathers — 3  mullete  pierced — 3  bendleU. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  observe  that  the  TonAs 
above-mentioned  are  all  destroyed. 
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*'  Here  large  plain  columns  rest  in  solemn  style, 
You'd  love  the  gloom  they  make  in  either  aisle} 
When  the  sun's  rays,  enfeebled  as  they  pass, 
(And  shorn  of  splendour)  through  the  storied  glasSj 
Faintly  display  the  figures  on  the  floor. 
Which  pleased  distinctly  in  their  place  before. 
But,  ere  you  enter,  yon  bold  Tower  survey, 
Tall,  and  entire,  and  venerably  grey.*' 

The  plan  of  this  church  consists  of  a  nave  with  aisles, 
a  chancel,  and  a  tower  steeple  at  the  w^est  end. 

The  Tower  is  flanked  by  buttresses  at  the  angles  in 
six  stages ;  the  lower  stage  is  oniamented  with  a  blank 
shield  in  an  octofoiled  parallelogram.  The  west  front 
has  a  small  door  with  label  springing  from  corbel  heads ; 
above  is  a  Perpendicular  window  of  four  lights,  with  an 
embattled  transom,  and  pointed  arches  without  tracery. 
The  label  rises  from  a  string  course  continued  round 
each  front  of  the  tower  and  buttresses;  immediately 
above  this  is  a  niche  containing  a  figure  of  the  patron 
saint.  This  is  one  amongst  the  many  instances  w^here 
these   images  w  ere   allow  ed  to  escape   the  destroying 
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hands  of  the  Cromwellian  zealots.  The  belfry  windows 
are  similar  in  each  front,  and  louvre-hoarded;  the  south 
front  has  a  window  of  two  lights  with  trefoiled  tracery, 
and  a  quatrefoiled  circle.  It  is  crowned  by  a  plain 
embattled  parapet.  At  each  angle  rises  a  tall  iron  in 
the  form  of  a  cross  on  which  a  vane  turns. 

The  west  end  of  the  soulli  aisle  is  pierced  with  a 
\^indow  of  three  lights  cinquefoiled  with  Pei-pendicular 
tracery  trefoiled:  the  south  front  has  a  similar  window, 
and  another  of  three  lights  with  tlie  same  description 
of  tracery. 

The  north  aisle  has  four  windows  in  good  preservation, 
of  three  lights  each  cinquefoiled  with  trefoiled  tracery, 
and  the  dripstone  terminations  embattled. 

The  clerestoiy  nave  has  five  windows  on  each  side  of 
three  Ughts  trefoiled  with  Perpendictdar  tracery  trefoiled. 
The  east  end  is  surmounted  by  a  beautiful  cross  rising 
fit)m  an  embattled  basement.  At  the  north  east  angle 
is  the  rood  turret  surmounted  by  a  plain  octagonal 
cone  ending  in  a  large  finial. 

The  Chancel  appears  to  have  been  the  remains  of  a 
much  earlier  erection,  of  about  the  same  date  as  the 
chancel  of  Benington  church.  The  south  wall  has  a 
square-'headed  door  with  each  jamb  ornamented  with  a 
circular  pillar  having  Norman  capitals.  Above  is  aq 
Early  English  window,  between  two  others  of  three 
lights  each  with  handsome  Perpendicular  tracery, 
The  North  wall  is  similar  to  this,   excepting  that  tlio 


J'V  V- 


3KeTCMEl  OF  PAIIAP£T*l>UimiS 

..4 


'\ 


^Mr__ 


FISHTOFT.  3 

Early  English  window  is  blocked  up.  The  east  window 
of  the  chancel  is  an  exceedingly  fine  example  of  that 
symbolical  design,  in  which  the  Gothic  Architects  of 
the  middle  ages  delighted. 

The  interior  for  a  small  country  church  has  a  very 
neat  appearance ;  the  font  is  handsome,  and  occupies 
its  proper  position  at  the  west  end  of  the  nave.  It  is 
raised  on  a  basement  of  three  steps,  and  covered  with 
candng  representing  windows,  buttresses,  and  niches. 

Tlie  nave  is  separated  from  the  aisles  by  five  pointed 
arches  on  clustered  pillars :  the  pulpit  is  fixed  to  one  of  the 
latter  on  the  north  side;  it  is  ornamented  with  Perpen^ 
dicular  Gothic  tracery,  the  pedestal  rising  fi'om  an 
embattled  turret. 

The  ancient  screen  remains  in  good  preservation, 
having  a  mixture  of  Perpendicular  and  Decorated 
tracery.  In  the  centre  is  a  cinquefoiled  ai'ch,  with 
featherings,  heads,  and  flowers.  On  each  side  of  this 
are  two  ogee  arches  with  Decorated  tracery,  and  orna- 
mented with  crockets  and  finials. 

The  rooci  stairs  remain  at  the  junction  of  the  nave 
with  the  chancel  on  the  north  side.  The  altar  screen 
is  a  Doric  elevation  composed  of  two  fluted  anta?  or 
pilasters  supporting  a  pediment,  the  walls  are  wainscoted, 
but  a  lavatory  with  scdilia  are  visible  behind  it. 

From  Domesday  we  leani  that  there  was  a  church 
here  at  tliat  period.  The  present  edifice  is  dedicated 
in  honor  of  St.  Guthlac,   and  there  is  a  tradition  that  it 


4  FISHTOFT. 

was  erected  by  the  monks  of  Croyland,  which  probably 
was  the  case,  as  the  "  Church  of  Toft  with  all  its  tythes 
and  customs  "  was  given  "  upon  the  altar  of  St  Guthlac 
in  Croyland,"  to  the  Abbot  thereof  to  build  a  cell  for  the 
monks  of  Croyland  in  Freiston  Chm*ch,  by  Alan  de 
Croun,  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  remained  in  the 
possession  of  that  monastery  until  its  dissolution. 

At  that  time,  as  appears  by  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticusy 
William  Breten,  was  Rector,  and  the  value  of  the 
Rectory  was  £32."  6s,  8d.  A  deduction  was  made 
of  £8  as  a  pension  received  by  the  Abbot  of  Croyland, 
and  another  of  £5  for  a  Chaplain,  who  performed 
sernce  at  a  place  called  the  Fen  Chapel,  founded  by 
the  Abbot  of  Westminster. 

This  pai-ish  had  formerly  several  honourable  families 
Resident  in  it ;  and,  from  the  following  notices  of  their  arms 
and  tombs  taken  by  Col.  Holies,  they  were  probably 
liberal  benefactors  to  the  Parish  Church, 

Cancellum, 

Or,  on  a  fesse  gules,  3  plates,  ter Huntingfield* 

Gules,  a  cross  patonce  or,  a  border  sable  charged  with 
crosses,  betony,  arg 

Gules,  3  crowns,  or 

(Quarterly,  Ufford  S^  Behe Willoughhy. 

Empaled. j  Sable,    a    bend    between    6    crosses,     betonee, 
(     arg Lvnguillers. 

Quarterly.     CromueU  and  Tateshale, 

Sable,  a  cross  engrailed,  or Ufford, 

AzurC;  a  bend  or,  a  label  of  3  points,  arg Scrape, 
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Or,  on  a  fesse  gules,  3  plates Hunt'uKjfield. 

Quarterly,  Uffordand  Beie Willou^kby. 

Hie  jacet  Dnus  Johes  Wessington,  quondam  Rector  Ecclie 
de  Fishtoft^  qui  obiit  30  die  Martii  Ao.  Dni.  1416,  &e. 

In  Fenestra  Insula  borealis, 
Vulgo  Rohertson^s. 

Quarterly.     Ufford  and  Behe Willovghby, 

Quarterly.    France  and  England. 


Empaled. 


Quarterly,  Ufford  and  Behe Willoughby. 

Sable,    a    bend     between     6    crosses,     betony 
arg Lunguillers. 


Super  murem  depicta* 

Francis 

Robertson 

of  Risinpnze* 


Vert  on  a  chevron  arg.  3   cin- 
quefoils  pierced,    gules  between 
Empaled  1  as  many  narts  trippant  of  the  2nd 


Argent,  on  a  chief  gu.  2  annulets  braced  of 
the  1st  oTer  all  a  bend  engrailed  azure. 


I     ter 


Super  Sediliu  5. 

A  chevron  between  2  annulets  braced 
3  crosses  betony,  in  chiefe  a  lion  passant 

Ermine,  on  a  bend,   a  mullet,  in   chiefe  2  |     i . 
annulets  braced  J 

In  Fenestra  Campanilis* 

Orate  pro  aiabus  Oalfiidi  Paynell  et  Anne  Uxoris  ^us 

j^Gules,  2  chevrons  arg PaynelL 

Empaled  J  Gules,  a  fesse  between  3  waterbougets  exm.Meres* 
LParty  per  pale,  az.  and  gu.  a  pelican  arg. 

In  Fenestra  Insula  australis. 

c  Gules,  2  chevrons  arg.  with  a  martlet PaynelL 

Empaled.  \  Argent,  a  chiefe  gules,  over  all  a  bend )        -^     , 
i     engrailed,  az,  with  an  annulet  j    •"^^'^^• 

PaynelVs  crest a  drake's  head  erased,  azure. 
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Tumulus  jyjcta  ingressmn  Cancel! L 

Orate  pro  aiabus  Galfridi  Payne],  armig:  et  Anne  uxoris 

ejus,  obiit  ille die  Mensis Ao-  Dni 

Ilia  14o-  die  Aprilis  Ano.  Dni.  1521. 

On  the  last  Monument. 

V      '11  /^"'^^>  ^  chevrons  argent PaynelL 

"         lGules,a  fesse  betw.3  waterbougets,  erm.  Meres. 

Tumulus  Marmoreus  sere  celatus. 

Tumulus  Margerie  uxoris  Rici  Qoodinge. 
3  Combs.     3  Spear  heads. 

Rieus  Goodinge  in  laudem  uxoris  hoc  versus  lugubres 
posuit. 

Only  a  few  small  fragments  of  coloured  glass  now 
remain  as  relics  of  the  fomaer  glories  of  its  windows. 

There  ai'e  now  inscriptions    to   the  memory   of  the 
following  persons. 

Died.     Age. 

Francis  Thirkill,  Esq Nov.  23  1839  54 

Mar)',  widow  of  Charles  Nevill, Oct.  15  1803  52 

John,  nephew  of  Rev.  J.  Simpson, Feb.  22  1815  25 

John  Simpson,  Rector, Oct  20  1825  75 

Elizabeth,  relict  of  Cowper  Long,  Esq. 

5ind  widow  of  John  Stewart,  Dec.  20  1773    62 

Cowper  Long, Apr.  23  1750     64 

William  Quincey,  interred  Oct.  4  1724  .... 

Anne  Quincey, ditto    July  18  1716  .... 

William  Quincey, ditto    Dec.  11  1711  .... 

Richard  Quincey,* ditto    Apr.  17  1710  .... 

*  These  inscriptions  were  probably  made  after  the  former  ones 
had  been  destroyed,  and  the  date  of  buiial  given  from  the  Registers. 
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Died.    Afje. 

William  Quincey, died  Sep.     4  1788  52 

William  Qaincey,  gent iDterred  May    6  1737  62 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Quincey, ditto    Apr.  10  1739  49 

William  Quiiicey,  Aug.     7  1779  97 

Jane  Quincey,  his  wife interred  Mar.  17  1739  40 

Jane,  wife  of  W.  Quincey,  junr ditto      Sep.  19  1778  26 

Under  the  Altar  Table. 

Prudence  Kyme, Oct.  22  1718     63 

Mrs.  Alice  Kymc,  June     2  1723     32 

Names  of  Sectors  qf  FUhtofty 
From  1696  to  1842. 

Henry  Perkins, ...from  about  1696  to  about  1705 

William  Cooper, .    1706  1711 

John  Powell, 1711  1717 

John  Ashcroft, 1717 1739 

Samuel  Whiting, 1739  ■ 1781 

John  Vai-dill, 1781 1790 

Charles  Birtwhistte, ... . 1790 1791 

John  Vardill, .    1791  1811 

John  Simpson, ■ .    1811  1825 

Richai'd  Conington,  .... 1825  1834 

Henry  Holdsworth, .... 1834  • 


There  are  lluee  old  Acre-Books  of  this  Parish, 
containing  the  names  of  all  the  owners,  and  occupiers 
of  lands  then  inclosed,  specifying  the  quantities,  and 
abutments  of  each  piece,  and  the  names  of  the  roads 
leading  to  them.  The  first  of  these,  which  professes  to 
be  collected  out  of  more  ancient  books,  is  dated  in  the 
fourteenth  year  of  Charles  the  2nd,  in  the  year  of  our 
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Lord  1662.  The  second  is  dated  the  eighth  year  of 
Anne,  A.  D.  1 709 ;  and  the  tliird,  the  seventh  year  of 
George  the  2nd,  A.  d.  1 733. 

St.  Guthlac,  in  honor  of  whom  this  church  is  dedicated, 
founded,  in  the  seventh  century,  the  monastery  of 
Croyland,  then  surrounded  by  marshes  and  swamps, 
which  his  monks  endeavoured  to  drain  and  cultivate. 
At  the  invasion  of  the  Danes,  however  in  870  it  was 
destioyed  and  the  improvement  of  the  fenny  country 
stopped,  until  the  year  942,  when  the  remaining  monks, 
reduced  to  three,  contiived  to  interest  Turketul,  a  noble 
Saxon,  in  their  behalf,  who  rebuilt  theii-  monastery,  and 
became  their  abbot.  It  continued  more  or  less  a  blessing 
to  the  surrounding  country  until  the  dissolution,  when 
it  was  quite  ruined. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  the  present  rector,  for  the 
judicious  restorations  he  has  promoted  in  this  church, 
which  with  respect  to  both  its  exterior  and  interior,  is 
unusually  clean  and  neat. 
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''  See  now  along  that  pillared  aisle. 
The  graven  arches,  firm  and  fair, — 

They  bend  their  shoulders  to  the  toil,. 
And  lift  the  hollow  roof  in  air!" 

This  church  consists  of  a  Nave  with  Aisles,  a  Chancel, 
and  a  Spire  Steeple.  The  latter  has  a  singular 
peculiarity,  being  entirely  distinct  from  the  body  of  the 
church.  There  is  a  distance  of  more  than  four  yards 
between  the  aisle  and  tower.* 

Several  of  the  churches  about  this  neighbourhood  are 
noted  for  the  unusual  positions  of  their  steeples;  thus 
those  of  Sutton  St  Maiy*s  and  Spalding  are  erected  at 
the  south  west  angle  of  the  south  Aisle,  (as  it  would  al- 
most appear)  in  contradistinction  to  that  of  Whaplode, 
which  stands  at  the  south  east  end. 

The  architecture  of  this  church  is  of  two  styles  of 
Gothic,  Decorated,  and  Perpendicular.  The  tower  has 
an  octagonal  turret  finishing  in  a  pinnacle  at  the  north 
east  angle ;  near  the  other  angles  are  buttresses  in  five 

*  The  Tower  of  Teddington  Church  in  Norfolk  is  erected 
distinct  from  the  body  of  the  church;  it  stands  near  the  west  end 
of  the  north  aisle. 
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stages ;  the  walls  being  divided  into  three.  The  top  stage 
is  pierced  by  a  bell-chamber  window  of  two  lights  the 
same  in  each  front,  the  pafi^et  is  embattled,  having 
square  pmnacles  at  the  angles  from  which  spring  fljing 
buttresses  trefoiled.  The  spire  is  octagonal,  pierced  bj 
small  quatrefofls ;  the  apex  finishes  in  a  foliated  finial 
from  which  rises  the  vane  iron  with  its  bird  and  cross. 

The  exterior  of  the  north  and  south  Aisles  presents  a 
sad  specimen  of  injudicious  repairs.  The  west  end  of 
the  nave  is  possessed  of  a  fine  Perpendicular  window  of 
five  trefoiled  lights  with  rich  traceiy.  The  Chancel  has 
once  been  a  good  exafnple  of  Decorated  Gothic,  but  it 
has  likewise  suffered,  the  east  window  having  lost  its  tra- 
cery and  being  now  bricked  up.  The  south  wall  contains 
two  windows  of  three  lights  each,  and  another  window  of 
two  lights,  the  opposite  wall  has  in  it  three  windows  of 
three  lights. 

The  interior  contains  an  octagonal  paneled  font  with 
trefoiled  niches  and  the  nave  is  separated  from  the  aisles 
by  fiv^  pointed  arches  on  circular  pillars. 

In  the  chancel  are  three  sedilia  with  trefoiled  ogee 
arcthes  crocketed  and  finialed,  and  a  cinquefoiled  lavatory. 


Col.  HoUes  took  the  following  notes. 

In  Fenestra  Orientali. 

r%      .    I    (Or.  a  lion  rampant,  az Percjf. 

quarterly  I  ^jj^  3  lucies  hauriant,arg Lucy. 

Cfa'cckj,  or.  and  gti.  a  canton  erm 

Sa.  afrett,  arg Harrington. 

Barry  of  9,  arg.  and  gu 

Quarterly,  Percy  and  Lucy^  ut  supra.   Comes  Northumbriw. 
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In  this  Church  are  the  following  aims  and  inscriptioBS. 


Empaled. 


'On  a  fesse  erm.  betw.  3  grif&ns'  heads 

erased,  a  dragon,  or. Green. 

Three  stags'  heads  caboshed ,.,.Park, 


p,        I  ^  (Three  stags'  heads  in  pale Park. 

^^P^^^lThree  stags'  heads  on  a  bend. Heion. 

In  stained  ffliuts. 
Gn.  3  lions  passant  gardant  or,  with  a  label  of  five  points  az. 


Hie  infra  conditnr  corpus  Johannis  Eudington,  quondam 
hujus  ecclesis  rectoris  qui  obiit  12  Aug.  Anno  Salutis  1729 
iEtatis  su»  45.    Ex  douo  Gulielmus  Brecknock. 


Marmor 

Hoc  ju^Kta  recubat  cadaver 

Triste  Wilhelmi  Jaii,  Celebris 

Gentis  extinctflc  manet  ampla  virtus 

Sola  superstes. 

Rebus  afflictis  miserisque  fida 

Hospitali  pane  reluxit  aula, 

CoDJugum  et  rara  pietate,  solus 

Defiiit  Haeres. 

Cum  deceunalis  quater  isset  orbem 

Sol,  et  accessit  trieteris  una, 

Proximis  triste  ingemuit  valete; 

Quid  valet  orbis ! 

Desideratissimo  mai'ito 

Jan:   viges:   sept:    1706 

In  coelum  reverso 

Posuit  Elizabeth  Jay 

Uxor  maBstissima. 


Beneath  is  interred  all  that  was  mortal  of  the  Rev.  James 

Ashley,  22  years  rector  of  this  Parish ;  a  man  whose  admira- 
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ble  and  highly  cultivated  powers  of  mind  were  only  equalled 
by  the  generosity  and  goodness  of  his  heart ;  who  after  a 
life  spent  in  a  conscientious  discharge  of  the  sacred  duties 
of  his  profession,  though  worn  down  with  continued  affliction, 
which  he  bore  with  christian  fortitude,  calmly  resigned  his 
soul  into  the  hands  of  his  maker,  Aug.  7th,  1806,  aged  63 
years. 

There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

Died.    Age. 

Hannah,  wife  of  Rev.  Robert  Frost, Feb.   16  1831  35 

Mary,  wife  of  Rev.  Richard  Dods,  a.m.  Not.    9  1812  21 

John  Jay,   Dec.  28  1691  .... 

John  Jay,   May  13  1697  .... 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Green,    Jan.   19  1729  30 

Susannah,  wife  of  John  Jay,  Esq June  19  1679  .... 

William  Jay,  Gent    Jan.  27  1706  43 

Richard  Parke,  Gent Feb.     4  1651  50 

Ann,  his  wife, Jan.     8  1623  .... 


All  the  windows  in  the  North  and  South  Aisles  hare 
been  cleared  of  their  tracery,  and  are  plastered  up  into 
circular  heads,  with  iron  fittings ;  and  both  the  pews 
and  the  walls  are  white,  so  that  the  light  is  quite 
glaring.  At  the  time  of  our  visit,  the  Parish  School 
was  taught  in  the  west  end  of  this  Church. 


ALL  SAINTS'  CHURCH,  FOSDYKE. 
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"  So  oor  hope 
Shall  build  upon  faondBtion,  and  find  tcope, 
UDborred  by  the  nacertaiatieB  that  lie 
Round  the  tracked  footsteps  of  mortality. 
And  shiipe  itaelF  a  pathway,  which  well  trod. 
May  lead  across  the  churchyard's  thymy  sod, 
Following  the  guiding  of  the  star  which  shines, 
RcBected  from  our  country's  ancient  ihrines. 
Into  those  fields  where  never  shadows  dull 
The  soul's  clear  vision  of  the  beautiful." 

Fosdyke  Church  was  erected  in  1 765  on  the  Bcite  of 
a  former  edifice,  which  tradition  states  to  have  been 
r  to  the  neighbouring  chtirch  of  Algarkirke. 
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Externally  it  posseases  nothing  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  visitor;  the  interior  however  contains  a  beautifiillj- 
sculptured  font^  which  only  caoses  us  to  regret  the  loss 
of  that  building  which  it  once  adorned. 

The  base  of  the  font  has  been  remoyed,  and  the 
pedestal  rises  at  once  from  the  floor.  The  carving  of 
this  part  represents  trefoiled  niches  with  crocketed  and 
finialed  ogee  canopies.  At  the  angles  are  buttresses  in 
two  stages  with  plain  ai^^ar  pediments,  terminating 
in  ornamented  pinnacles.  The  jNrojection  of  tlie  bowl 
is  supported  at  the  angles  by  smaU  grotesque  figures, 
from  which  rise  buttresses ;  between  these  latter  are 
deeply  paneled  recesses,  in  which  are  sculptured  full- 
length  figures  of  angels,  holding  various  symbolical 
devices.  The  whole  is  crowned  by  a  cover  of  oak,  of  thi'ee 
stages,  very  minutely  carved,  and  filled  in  with  trefoiled 
Perpendicular  tracery,  with  embattled  transoms. 

The  old  church  contained  five  bells,  four  of  these 
were  sold  to  defray  the  expenses  of  erecting  the  present 
structure. 

**  Bels  in  time  of  Poperie  were  baptised,  tliey  were 
anomted,  oleo  chriamatis^  ihey  were  exorcized;  they 
were  blest  by  the  Bishop :  these  and  other  ceremonies 
ended,  it  was  verily  beleeved  that  they  had  power  to 
drive  the  devill  out  of  the  aire,  to  make  him  quake  and 
tremble ;  to  make  him  at  the  sound  thereof  flie,  Tanquam 
ante  crucis  vexillum ;  that  they  had  power  to  cahne  storms 
and'tempests,  to  make  faire  weather,  to  extinguish  sudden 
fires,  to  recreate  even  tli3  dead ;  end  the  lil^e.     And  as 


^^^Uihea  fyr^er^an,Bi>iCcn^SfS 


you  may  reade  in  the  Romaiie  Pontificals^  they  had  the 
name  of  some  Saint  or  other  given  unto  them  in  their 
Baptisme. "  *  The  dislike  of  evil  spirits  to  hells  is  thus 
noticed  hy  Wynken  de  Worde  in  the  Golden  Legend, 
"It  is  sayd,  the  evill  spirytes  that  hen  in  the  regyon  of 
the  ayre  douhte  moche  when  they  here  the  belles  rongen^ 
whan  it  thondreth^  and  whan  greto  tempeste  and  outrages 
of  wether  happen,  to  the  ende  tliat  the  feinds  and  i^vicked 
spirytes  should  be  abaslied  and  flee,  and  cease  of  the 
movynge  of  tempeste.  '* 

Paulinus,  Bishop  of  Nola,  is  supposed  to  be  the  first 
person  who  introduced  bells  in  eclesiastical  service, 
about  the  year  400;  and  about  the  year  603  Pope 
Sabinian  instituted  the  use  of  bells  for  the  solemn  cele- 
bration of  mass,  and  for  canonical  hours.  Ancient 
historians  mention  that  the  Bishop  of  Orleans  in  the  year 
610firightenedaway  an  army  who  were  besieging  Sens, 
by  ringing  the  bells  of  St.  Stephen's  church.  Large 
bells  are  first  mentioned  by  Bede,  in  680. 

According  to  Bai'onius,  the  custom  of  Baptizing  them 
originated  A.  D.  968,  when  Pope  John  xm  consecrated 
the  great  bell  of  the  Lateran  church,  and  called  it  after 
his  own  name.  It  is  however  considered  that  this  was 
not  the  first  time  they  were  baptized,  for  the  great  Turk- 
etvl  gave  a  Irn^ge  bell  to  Croyland  Abbey,  which  was 
baptized  by  the  name  of  Guthlac,  and  lugulphus  alto 
informs  us  that  soon  afterwards  Abbot  Egebric,  who  died 
iu  the  year  984,  gave  "  six  bells  to  that  monastery,  tliat 
is  to  say  two  gieat  ones,  which  he  named  Bartholomew 
and  Bcladine  ;  two  of  middling  size,  called  Turketyl  and 

•  Weever's  Funeral  Monuments. 
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Taturin;  and  two  small  ones  denominated  Pega  and 
Bega ;  he  also  caused  the  great  bell  to  be  made  called 
Gudia,  which  was  tuned  to  the  other  bells,  and  produced 
an  admirable  harmony,  not  to  be  equalled  in  England. " 
Other  ceremonies  took  place  when  the  bells  were  first 
rung,  and  also  when  the  weathercock  was  raised :  thus 
in  the  accounts  relating  to  tlie  building  of  Louth  steeple 
in  this  County,  is  the  following  curious  entry.  "  Mem- 
orandum, the  15th  Sunday  after  Holy  Trinity  of  this 
year  1515,  the  weathercock  was  set  upon  the  broach, 
on  Holy  Rood  Eve  after,  there  being  William  Ayleby, 
parish  priest,  with  many  of  his  brethren  priests  there 
present,  hallowing  the  said  weathercock,  and  the  stone 
that  it  stands  upon,  and  so  conveyed  upon  the  said 
broach,  and  then  the  said  priests  singing  Te  Deum  Lau- 
damus  with  organs,  and  then  the  Kirkwardens  gaiTcd 
ring  all  the  bells,  and  caused  all  the  people  there  being 
to  have  bread  and  ale,  and  all  for  the  ]oving  of  God, 
our  Lady,  and  all  Saints.  " 

Near  this  parish  in  the  year  1215,  Eang  John  suffered 
the  loss  of  his  baggage  and  army ;  his  route  lying  over 
the  washes  between  Lincolnshire  and  Norfolk,  which  were 
overflowed  at  high  water,  he  judged  his  time  so  impiii- 
dently,  that  the  tide  rushed  in  upon  him,  and  he  lost  the 
greatest  part  of  his  forces,  together  with  all  his  treasure, 
baggage,  and  regalia.  He  himself  hardly  escaped  with 
life  to  the  abbey  of  Swineshead,  and  the  next  day,  being 
unable  to  ride  on  horseback,  he  was  carried  in  a  litter  to 
the  castle  of  Sleaford,  and  from  thence  removed  to 
Newark,  where  he  died. 


s. 
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<'  i>ear  is  the  ancient  village  cUorchj  which  rears 
By  the  lone  yew,  on  lime  or  elm -girt  mounds 
Its  modest  fa,bric :  dear  'mid  pleasant  soand 

Of  bells,  the  gray  embattled  towV  that  wears 

Of  changeful  hue,  the  marks  of  by-gone  years  5 
Buttress,  and  Porch,  and  arch  with  mazy  round 
Of  curious  fret  or  shapes  fantastic  crown'd; 

Tall  pinnacles,  and  mingled  window-tiers, 

Norman  or  mis-named  Gothic/' 

^^In  improving  our  knowledge  of  the  external  structure 
and  interior  arrangement  of  cathedrals  and  churches^ 
we  should  be  careful  to  remember  that  such  an  acquire-* 
ment  is  of  no  importance  compared  with  the  benefit  we 
derive  from  the  spiritual  purposes  for  which  these 
buildings  were  erected.  We  must  venerate  them  a9 
places  espedallj  dedicated  to  Godj  and  not  deceive 
ourselves  by  supposing  that  the  most  curious  acquaint- 
ance with  the  style  and  detail  of  the  building  is  any 
part  of  devotion." 

'^  The  great  and  important  interest  connected  with 
sacred  edifices  of  every  description^  whether  the  mag- 
nificent cathedral;  or  the  simple  village  church,  arises 
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from  reflection  on  the  uses  to  which  they  are  applied.  It 
is  there  we  meet  together  in  Christian  fellowship,  and 
present  the  incense  of  prayer  and  praise  to  our  Father 
and  Redeemer;  there  in  infancy  at  the  font  of  Baptism, 
we  are  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God :  there,  at  the 
sacred  altar,  we  afterwards '  take  upon  ourselves  the 
promises  made  for  us  by  others  in  our  Baptism,  and 
receive  at  the  hands  of  the  Bishop,  the  apostolic  rite  of 
Confirmation,  and  there  partake  in  those  holy  mysteries, 
which  are  the  pledges  and  memorials  of  our  Saviour*s 
dying  love  to  man.  There  we  are  taught  to  seek  a 
better  inheritance  than  this  world  can  afford;  there  we 
enter  into  the  most  sacred  of  social  obligations,  and 
pledge  those  vows  of  fidelity,  which  are  the  greatest 
sweeteners  of  earthly  woe — the  brightest  promisers  of 
worldly  bliss :  there  in  the  crypt  which  lies  below,  or 
in  the  consecrated  ground  around  us,  when  the  angel  of 
death  shall  have  received  a  command  to  strike,  we  de- 
posit the  ashes  of  those  we  love ;  and  there  at  last  will 
rest  our  own,  in  humble,  but  trusting  hope,  that  they 
shall  one  day  be  recalled  to  life  and  light.  All  these 
considerations  give  a  sacred  interest  to  the  hallowed  pile; 
and  thus  associated  with  some  of  our  best,  our  least 
earthly  feelings,  the  study  of  church  architecture  will 
intend  to  improve  our  hearts,  while  it  forms  our  tastes 
and  adds  to  our  knowledge." 

Frampton  Church  consists  of  a  nave  with  aisles,  a 
south  transept,  north  and  south  porches,  a  chancel,  and 
a  spire  steeple. 
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This  latter  is  a  beautiful  spedmen  of  that  architecture^ 
denominated  Early  English,  and  is  in  very  excellent 
preservation,  which  perhaps  howeyer,  is  owing  more  to 
the  manner  of  its  construction,  and  the  goodness  of  the 
material  employed,  than  to  any  care  and  renovation 
which  the  sacred  character  of  the  edifice  might  have 
prompted  a  utilitarian  e^ge  to  bestow  upon  it 

The  west  front  of  the  tower  has  a  plain  entrance 
door  with  a  pointed  arch ;  above  this  are  two  windows, 
having  lancet  heads.  The  window  of  the  bell-chamber  is 
deeply  recessed,  and  divided  into  two  lights  by  a  mulUon 
in  the  form  of  a  pillar,  having  small  moulded  bases  and 
caps;  the  other  walls  are  pierced  with  windows  of  a 
similar  form  to  the  west  front,  between  pflaster  buttresses. 

The  spire  or  broach  is  octagonal  in  plan,  and  like  near- 
ly all  other  erections  of  this  date,  rises  from  the  tower 
without  a  parapet,  each  front  of  it  corresponding  with  those 
of  the  tower,  is  pierced  with  three  windows  of  two  lights. 

The  west  end  of  the  south  aisle  has  a  Decorated 
window  of  three  lights  with  craquefoiled  tracery ;  the 
south  front  has  four  windows,  three  with  their  tracery  cut 
out,  and  one  similar  to  that  described  in  the  west  fronts 
The  north  aisle  has  a  window  at  the  west  end  of  three 
lights  as  the  south  aisle,  also  another  window  of  the 
same  description  in  the  north  wall,  and  three  other 
windows  with  their  tracery  and  muUions  demolished.  It 
has  also  where  it  occupies  the  position  of  the  north 
transept,  a  window  of  four  lights  with  a  square  head. 
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The  south  transept  has  a  handsome  window  of  five 
lights  with  quatrefoiled  tracery ;  the  apex  of  ibis  gable 
has  the  remnant  of  a  cross.  In  the  east  wall  is  a  window 
of  three  lights^  trefoiled  with  quatrefoiled  tracery. 

The  nave  possesses  no  clerestory,  but  is  adorned  by  some 
windows  which  are  far  from  adding  to  the  appearance 
or  beauty  of  the  structure.  The  east  gable  is  crowned  by 
a  handsome  cross,  enclosed  by  an  ornamented  circle. 

The  chancel  appears  at  one  time  to  have  been  highly 
embellished }  it  has  two  windows  in  the  south  front,  of 
three  lights  each,  trefoiled,  with  beautiful  Decorated 
tracery :  it  has  also  an  entrance  door  having  a  fine  ogee 
label  with  crockets  and  finial :  this  wall  is  crowned  by  a 
cornice  in  which  are  some  very  delicately  carved  bosses. 
The  north  wall  has  one  window  of  a  similar  description 
to  those  in  the  south  front;  there  has  also  been  a  door 
that  probably  led  to  a  chapel,  the  boundaries  of  which 
are  very  evident  on  the  exterior.  The  east  window  i» 
unfortunately  blocked  up,  and  the  tracery  destroyed. 

On  entering  the  interior  the  Font  first  claims  our 
attention;  it  is  placed  under  a  small  pointed  arch  next 
to  the  tower  on  the  south  side.  It  is  much  mutilated, 
but  appears  as  ancient  as  any  other  part  of  the  edifice; 
it  is  octagonal  in  plan,  having  the  bowl  ornamented  with 
intersecting  semi-circular  arches. 

The  old  roof  of  oak  remains  above  the  nave,  and 
adds  very  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  church.     The 
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aisles  are  separated  from  the  nave  by  fire  pointed  arches 
on  circular  Decorated  pillars.  The  rood  stairs  occupy 
a  turret  on  the  north  side  of  the  chancel^  where  a  part 
of  the  screen  separates  this  latter  from  the  nave. 

The  effect  of  the  chancel  is  very  much  deteriorated 
by  the  modern  flat  ceiling,  wnich  appears  to  have  been 
die  cause  of  the  mutilation  of  the  east  windbw;  in  the 
south  wall  are  sedilia^  with  an  ogee  arch^  trefoiled, 
springing  from  circular  pillars.  The  label  of  this,  with  that 
of  the  adjoining  door  is  very  richly  crocketed,  and  ter- 
minates in  a  fine  finial,  though  sadly  clouded  with  yellow 
ochre.  The  altar  screen  is  similar  to  most  others  in  this 
(Mstrict,  designed  in  the  Heathen  Corinthian  order. 

In  the  north  wall  is  a  recess  with  handsome  ogee  arch, 
in  which  is  a  slab,  robbed  of  its  monumental  brass. 
There  is  also  a  door  on  this  side,  which  probably  led  to 
a  chantry  chapel. 

Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  church. 

In  Fenestris  austral  Cancellu 

Or.  on  a  fesse  Gu.  3  plates HunHngfield. 

Ou.  a  cross  sarcely,  arg Beie, 

Or.  on  a  fesse  Ou.  3  plates Huntingfield. 

Arg..  2  lions  passant  gardant.  6u *  LitUebury. 

In  Fenestra  Borealu 
Gu.  3  bars  ermkie ^ Kirketon. 


*^»%^^^%^>^«^^»^>^^^*^^' 


*  Sir  Humphrey  Littlebary,  Lord  of  LtUleV^ry^  w^^  born  in 
1346.  He  married  Elizabeth  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  John 
Kirton,  Knight,  Lord  of  Kirton.     (Gough) 
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In  Fenestra  ad  dextram  campamlis* 

Sa.  a  cross  engrailed,  or Uffard, 

Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  crosses  betony  gu Copuldike. 

Gu.  3  bars  ermine Kirketon, 

The  window  bordered  with.     Gu.  a  bend  ermine Ry, 

Ad  sinistram. 

Or.  on  a  fesse  Gu.  3  plates,  bis Huniingfield. 

Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  crosses  betony,  gu Copuldike. 

In  the  Floor  of  the  Chancel. 

A  chevron  between  3  cotton-hanks. 
In  memory  of  John   Cotton,   Esq.  who  died  March  8, 
1749,  aged  40. 

Hie  requiescit  D:  Jesu  prsestolens  Epiphamium 
Gulielmus  Cotton,  Gen :  qui  satur  annorum  terras  caelo 
mutavit  Kalendis  Mai'tii  Anno  Dom.  1718.  iEtisq: 
suae  72.  In  memoriam  uxoris  suae  quam  maxime 
deflends  Mariae  Cotton  quae  obiit  X^*  Aug :  Anno  Dom : 
1717,  i^tatisq:  suae  49.  Gulielmus  Cotton  hoc  marmor 
mcerens  locavit. 

Hie  jacet  corpus  Gulielmus  Cotton,  junr.  qui  e  inta 
migravit  4th  Decemb:  Anno  Dom:  1715,  iEtatis  32. 
Conditur  etiam  sub  hoc  marmore  Anna,  Gulielmi,  et 
Sarae  Cotton,  filia  quae  obiit  4th  Jan:  1709. 

Tablet  an  the  North  WaU. 
Samuel  Tunnard  Hannah  Tunnard 

Died  Aug.  28,  1818,  Died  May  2, 1816, 

Aged  67.  Aged  64. 

This  tablet  is  erected  hj  a  most  affectionate  Daughter, 
in  testimony  of  her  profound  grief  at  the  loss  of  parents, 
whose  constant  and  tender  solicitude  for  her  must  ever 
endear  them  to  her  recollection. 


FRAMPTON. 


On  the  South  Wall. 


Beneath  this  church  in  the  familjr  vaults  repose  the 
mortal  remains  of  Charles  Keightley  Tunnard,  Esq. 
late  of  Frampton  House,  in  this  parish,  who  departed 
tliis  life  11th  August,  1837.  This  marhle,  the  imperfect 
testimonial  of  a  sorrow  no  language  can  express,  is 
consecrated  by  his  widow,  to  the  memory  of  the  most 
beloved  of  husbands.  Maria  Tunnard,  widow  of  the 
above,  died  deeply  lamented,  18th  October,  1838,  at 
Wellingborough,  in  the  34th  year  of  her  age,  and  was 
bmied  at  Irchester,  Northamptonshire. 

To  the  memory  of  John  Tunnard,  Esq.  who  departed 
this  life,  12th  December,  1811,  aged  6.3  years.  And  of 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life,  2nd  October, 
1808,  aged  66  years. 

In  the  middle  Aisle. 

Hie  jacet  corpus  Jacobus  Ayre,  filius  Johannis  Ayre, 
qui  decessit  ab  hac  vita,  June  10th,  1787.  Hie  coi-pus 
lachrimis  regalium  nunc  requiescit,  sin  anunam  qaeris 
sydera  summa  retinent. 

The  following  persons  are  also  commemorated  in  the 
church. 

Died.    Age. 

Richard  Yerburghi  Gent June  27  1806  64 

Bridget,  his  widow,  Jan.  29  1823  75 

Bridget  (eldest  daughter) May    17  1886  .... 

John  Yerburgh,  Esq May   17  1829  26 

Elizabeth  bis  wife, Oct.    24  1836  63 

Bridget  YerbuTgh, May   24  1831  62 
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There  are  five  fine  old  bells  bearing  inscriptions  as 
follows : — 

1.  1801.  2.  Ood  8&Te  his  Cburcli,  16S0.  8.  Jesus  be 
our  guide,  1620.  4.  All  glory  be  to  Ood,  1620.  5.  My 
roring  sound  doth  ivaming  give.  That  man  cannot  heare 
alwayes  live,  1620. 

It  appears  from  the  Domesday  survey  that  there  then 
existed  a  church  in  Frantune  (Frampton)  which,  with 
sixty  acres  of  meadow,  (probably  the  glebe  lands,) 
belonged  to  Adestan. 

From  the  Valor  Ecclesiasticus  we  find  that  Christopher 
Smyi'ke  waa  then  Vicar,  and  that  the  Rectory  was 
appropriated  to  the  College  called  Durum  in  Oxford. 
The  dear  value  of  the  Rectory  was  £26.  5s.  4d.  and 
that  of  Vicarage  £18. 19s.  4d.  The  monastery  of  the 
adjoining  parish  of  Swineshead,  had  possessions  in  this 
parish.  Thomas  de  Mapelton,  was  parson  43  Edward  ui. 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  this  beautiful  edifice, 
whose  spire,  (in  the  words  of  a  modem  poetess,) 

** "  pointing  upwards  to  the  skies. 

Seems  to  direct  where  all  our  thoughts  should  rise^" 

should  now  bear  witness  of  the  coldness,  and  neglect, 
and  lukewarmness  of  the  present  generation.  Its  carved 
work,  which  is  exceedingly  rich,  buried  in  yellow-wash  > 
its  windows  blocked  up ;  and  its  whole  interior  neglected 
and  dirty.  We  have  however  great  hopes  that  it  will  ere 
long  be  restored  to  that  state  in  which  every  churchman 
would  wish  to  see  it,  by  the  exertions  of  the  present  vicar 
and  chiurchwardens. 
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^*  Whilflt  Salem's  ruin  d  shrines  are  still 

By  pitgritn- piety  explored > 
Or  Christian  Faith  on  CalvVy's  hill> 

Recalls  the  sufferings  of  her  Lord ! 
So  long  shall  last  the  spell  out-pour'd 

On  spots  redeemed  from  worldly  leaven> 
And  grateful  hearts,  with  glad  accord, 

Build  up  on  earth  their  hope  in  heaven." 

This  church  at  one  time  possessed  some  beautiful 
specimens  of  Norman  Architecture,  as  appears  by  the 
remains  which  still  exist  in  various  parts  of  the  edifice, 
although  in  a  very  mutilated  condition. 

At  the  west  end  is  a  tower,  divided  by  string  courses  into 
three  divisions;  the  first  in  the  west  front  is  occupied  by 
the  usual  entrance  door  with  sculptured  heads  to  the  label. 
Above  this  is  a  beautiful  five-light  window,  divided  by  a 
transom  into  two  stages,  with  Perpendicular  cinquefoiled 
tracery :  corbel  heads  support  the  springing  of  the  label, 
at  the  apex  of  which  is  a  niche  with  projecting  canopy, 
containing  a  figure  of  St.  James,  to  whose  honor  and 
memory  this  church  was  dedicated.  It  was  thus  con- 
spicuously placed  above  the  western  doorway,  that  all 
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might  on  their  entrance  be  reminded  of  the  apostle's 
virtues  and  sufferings^  and  be  induced  by  his  example 
to  follow  that  path  against  the  worid,  the  flesh,  and  the 
devil;  which  leadeth  to  life  eternal. 

The  Belfry  windows  are  the  same  in  each  front,  of 
three  lights,  dnquefoiled.  Above  these  is  an  embattled 
parapet,  which  at  one  time  was  ornamented  with  angular 
and  central  pinnacles,  that  appear  to  have  been  sawn 
off,  though  for  what  reason  it  is  impossible  tQ  conjecture. 
Perhaps  one  of  them  may  have  become  delapidated,  and 
to  save  tlie  expense  of  repairing  it,  the  others  were  taken 
down  to  make  the  appeaittnce  better.  Such  misdeeds  we 
are  sorry  to  say  were  far  from  uncommon,  though  we 
trust  a  better  taste  has  arisen  for  these  matters,  and  that 
the  buildings  which  took  our  forefathers  years  to  erect, 
*'  regardless  of  expense,"  will  ere  long  receive  that 
attention  which  many  of  them  require,  and  which  it  is 
needless  to  say,  they  all  deserve. 

The  aisles  are  pierced  by  windows  of  three  lights,  with 
Perpendicular  cinquefoiled  tracery.  Eight  windows  of 
three  lights  each,  with  Perpendicular  cinquefoiled  tracery 
ornament  each  wall  of  the  nave ;  above  these  on  the 
south  side,  and  also  partly  on  the  north  is  a  cornice 
formed  of  the  Norman  nebule  moulding,  and  above  this 
is  a  Perpendicular  embattled  parapet. 

Excepting  a  small  buttress  on  the  north  wall  of  the 
clerestory,  no  distinction  marks  on  the  exterior  the 
division  of  nave  and  chancel.  In  the  east  wall  of  the 
building   are   some  arches  mth  Noiinan.  mouldings. 
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wbich  are  conjectured  to  have  formed  pfU't  of  the 
pridTj,  that  formerly  existed  here.  Beueatli  these 
arches  are  several  others,  which  appear  to  have 
b^lQBged  to  the  ea^t  window  of  the  chaueel,  evidently 
altered  apd  reduced  in  size  at  various  tunes,  until  at 
last  the  traceiy  was  demoljphedj  and  the  the  opening 
bricked  up. 

Who  could  enter  this  church  without  being  attracted 
by  the  font  cover?  and  who  could  leave  it  without 
expressing  their  admiration  of  the  design,  the  beauty, 
and  the  workmanship  of  the  whole  ?  It  was  with  great 
pleasure  we  found  it  in  such  excellent  preservation,  in 
appearance  nothing  deteriorated  for  the  centuries  that 
have  elapsed  since  it  first  occupied  its  present  situation, 
and  nothing  altered  dnce  it  first  received  the  young 
aspirant  into  the  bosom  of  the  church.  If  the  other 
ecclesiastical  buildings  possessed  such  covers  to  their 
fonts  as  this,  (and  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt  it,)  how 
much  ought  we  to  regret  the  loss  we  have  sustained  by 
their  removal.  And  for  fear  of  witchcraft  *  were  majiy 
of  these  beautiful  ornaments  removed?  We  should  rather 
say  that  the  modem  abominations  with  tlieir  c9lors  of 
l)lue,  black,  and  white,  are  more  liable  to  harbour  tliis 
evil  than  any  with  a  form  like  the  one  in  question.f 

*  See  Poole*  s  lectures,  page  77 »  note. 

t  The  font  in  Surfleet  church,  possesses  all  these  colors, 
delicately,  curiously,  and  wonderfully  relieving  each  other,  and 
to  crown  all,  the  ogee  cover  terminates  In  a  weathercock,  and 
this  too  it  must  be  remeaibered  is  in  the  interior  of  the  church. 
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Three  semi-circalar  and  three  pointed  arches  separate 
the  aisles  from  the  nave.  The  east  end  of  these  aisles 
were  formerly  partitioned  off  by  screens^  from  the  body 
of  the  church,  and  formed  into  chantry  chapels ;  one 
called  the  '^chantry  of  the  Holy  Trinity"  and  the  other 
''St.  Thomas  the  Martyr/'  of  the  latter,  Goagh  in  the 
appendix  to  his  History  of  Croyland,  his  the  following 
notice.  "For  as  muche  as  y*  y*  duely  proved  before 
the  chanceUour  and  counsaill  of  the  courte  of  augmen- 
tations of  the  revenues  of  our  sovereigne  lorde  the 
King's  crowne,  that  the  chauntrie  preste  of  the  chaun- 
trie,  sometyme  called  Seynte  Thomas'  chauntrie,  in 
Freston,  in  the  countie  of  Lincoln,  and  his  predecessours, 
chauntrie  prestes  there,  have  heretofore  had  and  enjoyed 
one  annuite  or  annual  pension  of  yL  yu.  viiirf.  yerly, 
payable  and  going  oute  of  certain  lands  in  Freston 
aforesaid,  parcell  of  the  possessions  of  the  late  monastery 
of  Croylande  in  the  countie  of  Lincolne,  now  dissolved." 
"  'Tys  therefore  ordered  and  decreed  by  the  saide  chan- 
ceUour and  counsaill  in  the  terme  of  Seynte  Michaell, 
that  is  to  saye  the  7th  daye  ol  November,  36  yere  of 
the  reign  of  our  saide  soveraigne  lorde  Henry  viii. 
(1538,)  that  the  saide  now  chauntiie  preste,  shall  have 
duringe  his  life,  the  said  annuite  or  annual  pension  of 
\l.  VI*.  viiirf.  sterling,  together  with  all  th'  arrerages 
thereof  due  to  hym  sithin  and  from  the  dissolution  of 
the  said  late  monasterye  of  Croyland  hitherto,  by  the 
handes  of  the  recey  vour  of  the  revenues  of  the  augmen- 
tations of  our  soveraigne  lorde  the  King's  crowne,  within 
the  county e  of  Lincolne  for  the  tyme  being;  of  the  same 
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revenues  remajning  in  his  handes  at  the  feaste  of  the 
annnndation  of  our  blessed  ladie  the  virgin,  and  Seynte 
Michaell  th'  archangell,  by  even  pordons  to  be  paied. 
Provided  alurayes,  that  the  sayde  chauntrie  preste  shall 
dnringe  the  tyme  aforesaid,  singe  and  doo  dutye  in  the 
church  of  Freston  aforesaide,  as  he  heretofore  hathe  been 
wonte  and  accustomed  to  do." 

Part  of  these  screens  still  remain,  and  in  the  south  aisle 
is  a  holy-water  basin.  The  screen  which  separated  the 
nave  from  the  chancel,  and  which  was  very  elaborate, 
was  unfortunately  thrown  down  by  some  clumsy  village 
carpenters  a  few  years  back.  The  rector  of  Fishtoft 
afterwards  purchased  such  part  as  was  in  good  preserva- 
tion, and  fixed  it  above  the  screen  in  his  own  church, 
to  which  it  has  made  a  handsome  addition.  The  rood 
stairs  now  alone  point  out  the  distinction  of  the  chancel 
and  nave. 

Col.  Holies'  notes  upon  tliis  church  are  as  follows. 

In  Fenestra  CancellL 
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avasfmr. 

Sutton, 

Sutton. 

In  Fenestra  Borealu 

Arg.  on  a  chief,  gu.  2  annulets  braced,  arg.  over  all  a  bend 

engrailed,  azure Leeie. 

Arg.  a  chief,  gu.  over  all  a  bend  engrailed,  az.  charged 
with  a  martlet,  or Robertson. 

Effigies  viri,  gestantis  super  pectus  arg.  on  a  chief,  gu. 
an  annulet,  over  all  a  bend  engrailed,  az Leekr* 

Effigies  feminae  gestantis  sup  tnnicam,  quarterly,  or.  and 

gules,  a  border  sa.  bezanty , Rochford. 
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Arg.  on  a  fesse,  between  8  escallops,  sa.  8  crosses  betony 
fitchy  of  the  first 

Sangaine,  a  cross  patonce  or.  a  border  as.  semj   of 
crosses  betony  arg 

In  Fenestra  Campanilie, 

Aa.  8  Pillars  flaming  fire,  arg.  

Sa.  a  chcTron,  between  8  garbs,  arg 

Arg.  a  cheyron,  between  8  crosses  betony,  gn.  Coplediie, 

Empaled.  I  f*'^'"''*'' v V V „  ^ 

'^        (liozengy,  ermine  and  gules Roneby. 

V      a]  d  /  ^°*  ^  ^i^^^boug^ts,  arg So9, 

^^   ^  *  1  Arg.  a  fesse  betw.  2  bars  gemels,  gra.  Badlesmere. 

Quarterly,  or.  and  gVL.  a  border  sa.  bezanty Rochford. 

Leeke  and  Rocf^ford. 

Arg.  8  hurts  betw.  7  crosses  betony  fitchy  gu.  Ricus  Hawse. 
Sed  sunt  arma  Clement  uxoris  ejus,  ut  dicitur. 

In  Insula  Bareali, 
Effigies  seneae  viri  etfeminae  cum  hoc  Epitaphio. 

Ecce  necis  speculum,  celeri  venit  aspera  gressu 

Mors  quoscunque  rapit  falce  rapace  sua. 
Hie  jacet  in  tumulo  Symon  cognomine  Clarcus 

ProTidus  etemas  alliminayit  opes. 
Charus  erat  conctis,  multos  ditavit  amicos 

Pauperibns  miseris  maxima  dona  dedit 
Terra  tenet  corpus,  superis  animumque  relinquo, 

Ast  sua  nobiscum  numera  multa  manent 
Funde  Deo  laudes,  Frestonia,  cceliferenti. 

Qui  tibi  tale  dedit  (teque  parente)  bonum 
Sique  diem  qusris,  annum,  sen  tempora  mortis 

Quae  sequitur  liquido  linea  scripta  docet 
'  Predictus  Symon  Clarke,  obiit  IQo.  die  Febr.  Ano.  1607. 
Maria  nnper  uxor  ejus  obit  5o.  die  April  proximo  sequent! 
Ano.  DnL  1608. 
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**  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  viii 
and  throughout  the  whole  reign  of  Edward  the  sixth, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  certain  persons 
of  every  county  were  put  in  authority  to  puU  down^  and 
cast  out  of  all  Churches^  Roods>  Graven  Images,  Shrines 
with  their  reliques,  to  which  the  ignorant  people  came 
flocking  in  adoration.  Or  anything  else,  which  (punc- 
tually) tended  to  idolatry  and  superstition.  Under 
colour  of  this  their  commission,  and  in  their  too  forward 
zeal,  they  rooted  up,  and  battered  down  crosses  in 
churches  and  church  yards,  as  also  in  other  public 
places;  they  defaced  and  brake  down  the  images  of 
kings,  princes,  and  noble  estates,  erected,  set  up,  or 
pourtrayed,  for  the  only  memory  of  them  to  posterity, 
and  not  for  any  religious  honour  j  they  cracked  in  pieces 
of  the  glass  windows,  wherein  the  effigies  of  our  blessed 
Saviour,  hanging  on  the  cross,  or  any  one  of  his  saints 
was  depictured,  or  otherwise  turned  up  their  heels  into 
the  place  where  their  heads  used  to  be  fixed,  as  I  have 
seen  in  the  windows  of  some  of  our  country  churches. 
They  despoiled  churches  of  their  copes,  vestments,  amices, 
rich  hangings,  and  all  other  ornaments  whereupon  the 
story,  or  the  portraiture  of  Christ  himself,  or  of  any  saint, 
or  martyr,  was  delineated,  wrought,  or  embroideredleaving 
religion  naked,  bare,  and  unclad."     (Weeveb,  p.  50.) 

This  church  seems  to  have  received  its  full  share 
of  this  visitation,  for  none  of  the  arms  mentioned  by 
HoUes  now  remain. 

There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

Died.    Age. 

Joseph  Akers, July  21  1833    42 
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Died.  Age. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wood, interred  Dec.    5  1772  86 

Ann  relict  of  W.  Jennis,  Esq.  of  Clej 

in  Norfolk,  who  died  at  Boston,           Mar.  31  1830  84 

Sarah  (3rd  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  Glover,)  Feb.  18  1829  38 

Esther,  (4th  ditto,) Jan.  11  1838  SO 

Rev.  J.  Glover, Dec.  28  1837  62 

Rev.  Jno.  Linton,  (Vicar,)   Mar.  12  1782  60 

Ideut  Darcej  linton,  (who  lost  his  life 

at  Goree  in  Africa,)  July  ....  1779  22 

Elizabeth  Linton,  (widow,)  April  22  1794  70 

Elizabeth,  widow  of  Rev.  J.  Whitmell,  & 

youngest  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  Linton,  Nov.  30  1795  77 

Margaret  (daughter  of  Rev.  J.  Linton,)    Feb.  18  1763  45 

Jno.  Linton,  (Clerk  62  years  minister  of 

this  parish,)    Jan     6  1773  88 

Elizabeth  (wife  of  Jno.  Linton,)  interred  Jan     5  1749  66 

Edward  Linton, June    3  1769  5 

William  Fydell,  gent,  (thrice  Mayor  of 

Boston,) Mar  17  1731  80 

Joseph  Fydell,  gent  (twice  Mayor  of 

Boston,)  May  19  1781  44 

Isabella,  (wife  of  W.  Fydell,)  ....  interred  Oct      9  1747  88 

Jane  Smith,  interred  Dec     4  1771  67 

William  Thompson, interred  Dec    12  1669  .... 

Adlard  Drice, Mar   30  1600  .... 

Reuben  Yates,* Feb  22  1826  71 

There  are  five  bells,  two  of  which  bear  the  date  of 
1614;  the  tenor  bell,  cast  by  Norris  in  1640,  is  however 
cracked.     The  Parisb  Chest  bears  the  date  of  1500. 

*  "  He  WH8  interred  here  by  order  of  the  Vicar,  in  testimony  of 
his  faithful  condact  to  the  poor  of  the  workhouse,  of  which  he 
was  many  years  the  master.** 
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The  soQth  side  of  the  Churchyard  has  e\idently  been 
t9ken  from  the  Churchy  and  it  is  now  used  as  a  farm  yard. 

THE  PRIORY.      * 

Little  more  is  known  of  the  history  of  this  Priory^ 
thai!  what  may  be  gathered  from  the  original  grants,  of 
which  we  subjoin  a  translation. 

Mr.  Gough  gives  the  following  account  of  its  foundation* 

^^  On  the  festival  of  St.  Perpetua  and  Fellcitas^  in  the 
year  11 13,  when  the  foundations  of  the  abbey  church  at 
Croyland  were  laid,  (after  the  fire  which  destroyed  the 
gre£rfer  part  of  the  former  building  in  1091,)  Alan 
Croun,  who  was  related  to  the  two  abbots  of  Croyland 
spad  Thomey,  laid  the  stone  next  eastward  from  that  on 
the  south  east  comer,  and  on  it  his  title  to  the  patronage 
of  Freston  church  j  as  did  his  wife  Muriel  the  next,  with 
the  patronage  of  Tofts;  and  their  eldest  son  Maurice  the 
next,  with  that  of  Butterwyke ;  and  their  daughter  Maud 
another,  with  that  of  Baston  in  Kesteven.  All  tliese 
deeds  Alan  publicly  delivered  to  the  abbot,  to  build  a  cell 
for  the  monks  of  Croyland,  in  whichever  of  these 
churches  he  thought  proper."  The  abbot  of  Croyland 
made  choice  of  Freiston  for  the  foundation  of  the  cell, 
which  was  established  there  in  1114.  Tlie  monks 
occupying  it  were  of  the  Benedictiue  order. 


The  Charter  qf  Alan  de  Croun  the  Founder. 

*^  Be  it  known  to  all  men  who  shall  see  or  hear  of 

these  writings,  that  I,  Alan  de   Croun  and  my  wife 

Muriel,  and  my  son  Maurice,  for  the  souls  of  our  parentei 

and  predecessors,  and  for  the  redemption  of  our  own 

2n 


10  FREISTON. 

Bouls ;  do  grant,  and,  upon  the  altar  of  St  Guthlac  at 
Croyland,  have  made  gift  in  free  ahns  of  these  things. 
To  wit,  the  churlh  of  Freiston  with  all  its  tythes  and 
customs,   and  the  land  of  the  church,   and  the  croft 
beside  the  church,  and  five  tofts  in  Freiston,  and  four 
bovates  of  land;  (to  which  we  have  added  a  fifth  out  of 
our  lordship :  after  the  release  of  King  Stephen,)  in  the 
presence  of  lord  abbot  Godfrid,  released,  at  rest,  and 
free  from  all  services,  taxes,  customs,  and  exactions;  and 
pasturage  for  his  cattle  with  ours  in  all  places;  the 
church  of  Butterwyke,  with  all  its  tythes  and  customs; 
also  the  churcli  of  Toft,  with  all  its  tythes  and  customs ; 
with  the  toft  of  Elaucard   and  two  bovates  of  land, 
released  and  fi^e  as  the  aforesaid,  which  we  have  given, 
aflier  Reinald  shall  by  any  means  quit  the  same,  whether 
by  death  or  any  other  occasion.     Also  the  church  of 
Wamebume  with  all  its  tythes  and  customs,  with  the 
land  and  patronage  belonging  to  the  same :  also  the 
church  of  Stonesby  with  the  land,  tythes,  and  customs 
belonging  to  the  said   church.     Also  the   church   of 
Burton,  with  its  tythes,  customs,  and  land  pertaining 
thereto ;  to  wit,  three  bovates  of  land,  with  a  meadow ; 
and  one  of  our  lordships,  with  meadow  and  pasturage 
as  we  have  said  before ;  and  in  the  same  village  all  the 
land  which  was  Ada's,  our  priest ;  to  wit,  all  the  land  of 
Obba,  priest,  and  the  whole  of  the  land  of  Harding  the 
son  of  Elmer,  and  the  land  of  Osbert  son  of  Gippus, 
and  the  land  which  was  Godfrey's  the  son  of  Alurun,  for 
six  bovates  of  land,  with  crofts  and  meadow  to  the  same 
land  pertaining,  and  the  service  and  land  of  John  de 
Aberville,  which  he  now  holds  of  us  in  Dembleby ;  to 
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wit^  six  bovates  of  land.  We  also  give  all  tenth  pennies 
rendered  to  lis  from  the  whole  of  odr  estate,  and  the 
tenth  penny  of  the  fair  of  Botolph's  town.  The  whole 
of  these  churches,  with  their  tythes,  rents,  and  customs, 
and  land  aforesaid,  we  give  to  be  sulgect  to  the  church 
of  St  James  at  Freiston^  cell  to  St.  Guthlake,  in 
perpetual  right.  All  these  things  aforesaid  we  have 
given  in  alms;  imprimis,  for  the  souls  of  the  father  and 
mother  of  Henry  King  of  England,  for  the  redemption 
of  his  soul,  for  his  life,  and  the  safety  of  his  heritage, 
and  the  peace  and  stability  of  his  realm.  And  whatso- 
ever the  men  of  my  fee  shall  give  or  have  given  in  alms, 
I  grant  my  consent  thereto,  and  confirm.  And  if  any 
one  (persuaded  by  the  devil)  shall  presume  to  diminish 
or  make  less  these  gifts  and  oblations,  let  him  hear 
perpetual  anathema,  unless  he  makes  proper  satisfaction. 
The  witnesses  to  this  deed  are  Robert,  Abbot  of 
Tliomey,  &c." 

The  gift  of  Alan  de  Croun,  of  three  hides  of  land  in  Crude^ 
shallj  with  the  Church  of  SoutAwarbume. 

"  Be  it  known  to  our  venerable  primate  (Henry  by 
the  grace  of  God  Bishop  of  Winchester,)  and  to  all  men 
as  well  present  as  future,  who  shall  hear  of  these  things; 
that  I  Alan  de  Croun  by  the  counsel  and  consent  of  my 
son  Maurice,  and  William  (son  of  Roger)  my  grandson, 
do  give  and  grant  three  hides  of  land  in  free  alms,  in 
Crudeshflle,  with  the  church  of  Wamebume,  (and  with 
one  virgate  of  land,  which  we  formerly  gave)  to  the 
church  of  St  James  the  Apostle  in  Holland,  and  my 
monks  serving  God  there ;  half  an  hide,  to  wit,  which 
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was  Blakemon^s^  which  mj  sister  Emma  hath^  and  two 
hides  and  an  half  Ijing  near  together  adjoining  Blake- 
mon'S;  except  the  land  of  Godiiid;  with  the  men,  houses 
and  buildings,  withotit  retaining  anjthmg,  or  cnatom^ 
and  the  meadows  and  pasturage  of  the  same  hides 
belonging;  released^  quiet,  and  free,  as  it  is  poper  and 
becoming  to  give  and  constitute  alms.  And  we  give 
and  grant  to  the  afwesaid  monks  in  alms,  the  pasture 
named  Hare  Appultre*  And  the  gift  of  these  things,  to 
wit,  the  church  of  Wamebume,  the  virgate  of  land,  and 
three  hides  of  land  in  Crudeshale  and  the  pasture 
against  Hubbtmian,  we  confirm  by  our  charter  in  the 
presence  of  the  religious  men,  Edward,  abbot  of  Crop- 
land, David,  abbot  of  Bourn,  &c.  and  many  others  betk 
clergy  and  laity.  And  if  any  one  in  our  days,  or  after 
our  death,  shall  (persuaded  by  the  devil)  impede, 
dhninish,  or  destroy  these  gifts  of  our  patrimony,  let  him 
be  anathematized,  and  his  place  be  in  hell  with  Dathan 
and  Abiram,  unless  he  repent  and  make  full  and  perfect 
satisfaction.   Amen»  amen.    So  be  it,  so  be  it,  so  be  it.*' 

Dufdaki's  Monasticonfpp.  443  and  4, 


Near  the  entrance  of  the  church-yard,  on  an  eminence 
contiguous  to  a  large  pit,  are  the  pedestal  and  part  of 
the  shaft  of  the  ancient   cross. 

This  church,  where  formerly  daily  and  almost  hourly 
prayers  were  offered  to  Almighty  God,  now  bears 
witness  of  neglect  and  desecration.  We  hope  it 
ere  long  be  restored  to  its  proper  condition. 


/  I 
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ST.  MARY'S  CHURCH,  GEDNEY. 


GEDNEY. 


"  Firm  was  their  faith,  the  ancient  hands. 

The  wise  of  heart  in  wood  and  stone. 
Who  rear'd  with  stern  and  trusting  hands. 

Those  dark  grey  towers  of  days  unknown  I 
They  filled  these  aisles  with  many  a  thought. 

They  hade  each  nook  some  truth  recall. 
The  pillar 'd  arch  its  legend  brought, 

A  doctrine  came  with  roof  and  wall." 

This  noble  structure  consists  of  a  South  Porch,  a 
Nave  with  Aisles,  a  Chancel,  and  a  Tower  Steeple  at 
the  west  end. 

According  to  Stukeley  "this  Church  was  built  by  the 
Abbots  of  Croyland,  who  had  a  stately  house  on  the 
north  side  of  it,  and  vast  possessions  in  the  parish.  The 
upper  part  of  the  Tower  is  of  the  same  date  as  the 
church,  but  built  upon  older  work.  Both  were,  no  doubt 
built  by  the  Abbots  assisted  by  charitable  donations. 
In  the  Chancel  window  is  a  religious  in  his  habits." 


There  are  good  specimens  of  the  three  styles  of  Gothic 
Architect'jre  in  this  edifice.  The  lower  part  of  the 
Tower  is  of  Early  English,  and  the  superstructure  is  of 
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the  Perpendicular  style.  At  the  angles  of  the  Tower 
are  pilaster  buttresses ;  the  walls  are  divided  into  five 
stages,  four  of  these  being  Early  English ;  the  first  stage 
is  perfectly  blank  on  the  three  exterior  fronts,  there 
being  (unusually)  no  west  entrance.  The  next  stage 
in  the  west  and  south  walls  has  a  window  with  an  orna- 
mented label.  This  stage  on  the  north  side  is  likewise 
blank ;  above  on  the  three  sides  are  a  series  of  arches, 
forming  a  band  of  arcades,  each  front  having  five  arches 
springing  from  cu'cular  engaged  pillars  with  moulded 
bases  and  caps.  The  centre  ai-ch  is  pierced  with  a  small 
loophole  light  The  fourth  and  last  stage  of  the  Early 
English  part  consists  of  two  very  handsome  windows  in 
each  front  of  two  lights  each,  the  jambs  being  formed  of 
a  series  of  connected  pillars  dinded  into  two  lengths  by 
a  moulded  zone.  .  Tliese  jambs  are  also  enriched  with 
the  tooth  moulding,  the  label  has  likewise  an  ornamented 
moulding.  The  next  stage  of  the  Tower  is  Perpendicu- 
lar and  similar  in  the  four  walls.  It  is  pierced  by  two 
windows  of  two  lights  each  cinque  foiled,  divided  by  a 
transom.  They  have  ogee  labels  with  plain  spandrels. 
The  Tower  is  crowned  by  a  plain  parapet,  having  an 
enriched  cornice,  under  which  is  a  band  of  continued 
quatrefoiled  lozenges. 

It  appears  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  original 
constructors  of  tliis  latter  part  of  the  tower,  to  have 
erected  a  noble  Spire  or  lantern  on  the  top  stage,  as  the 
walls  are  corbelled  over  for  it,  part  of  the  base  built,  and 
the  angles  of  the  tower  prepared  for  pinnacles. — This 
beautiful  aOuIition  appears  to  have  been  reserved  for 
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some  future  time,  as  the  base  of  the  intended  spire  or 
lantern  is  covered  with  what  appears  to  be  a  short  por- 
tion of  the  ancient  wooden  spire,  which  probably  was 
formerly  erected  on  the  Early  English  part  of  the  tower. 

The  Porch  is  of  Perpendicular  Gothic,  with  a  gable 
on  the  south  front,  haying  angular  buttresses,  divided 
by  water  tables  into  three  heights.  On  each  side  the 
entrance  above  the  springing  of  the  arch  are  two  trefoiled 
niches  having  ogee  heads;  next  to  these  is  a  window  of 
two  lights  trefoiled  with  a  quatrefoiled  recess.  In  the 
parapet  of  the  gable  at  the  apex  is  another  niche  cinque- 
foiled  ;  the  west  wall  contains  a  square-headed  window 
of  two  lights  with  trefoiled  ti'acery ;  the  opposite  wall  is 
pierced  by  a  similar  headed  window  of  three  lights;  these 
have  ogee  arches  trefoiled. 

The  Aisles  are  in  the  Decorated  style.  The  west  end 
of  the  south  aisle  has  in  it  a  window  of  five  lights 
cinquefoUed,  with  good  tracery,  and  the  east  end  has  a 
similar  window.  The  south  wall  is  divided  by  buttresses 
of  three  stages  into  six  bays ;  five  of  these  are  pierced 
by  windows  of  three  lights  each^  with  tracery  of  two 
different  designs ;  the  other  bay  has  the  entrance  door 
on  which  is  this  inscription : 

PAX  XTI   SIT  HUIC    DOMUI  ET    OMNIBUS    HABITANTIBUS 

IN  ea;  hic  requies  nostra. 

The  following  words  are  also  upon  the  very  curious 

old  lock  on  this  door:  botware  bemrose,  Johannes 

PAGE,  AVYSETN ;  in  old  English  capitals. 

4b 
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The  North  Aisle  opposite  is  similar  to  this  above 
described^  excepting  in  the  door  and  the  window  in 
the  west  end  which  has  been  badly  modernized. 

The  Perpendicular  clerestory  of  the  Nave  when 
finished^  must  have  had  a  beautiful  effect:  even  now 
although  much  in  want  of  repairs^  few  village  Churches 
excel  it. 

Each  wall  is  divided  by  slightly  projecting  buttresses 
into  twelve  bays,  each  of  these  being  pierced  by  a  good 
proportioned  window  of  three  lights  cinquefoiled,  wilh 
trefoiled  tracery.  Above  this  window  is  a  plain  cornice 
which  divides  the  buttresses  into  two  stages,  the  top  one 
of  the  latter  having  a  trefoiled  panel,  finishing  with  a 
small  square  pinnacle  crocheted  and  finialed.  The 
parapet  is  embattled  with  the  coping  continued  round 
the  embrasure.  On  the  centre  embattlement  of  each 
bay  is  sculptured  a  cross.  The  east  wall  of  the  Nave 
contains  a  plain  circular  window,  above  which  is  another 
square-headed  window  of  two  lights,  over  which  is  the 
sanctus  niche  without  its  cross. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  Chancel  is  Decorated  Gothic. 
The  south  and  north  walls  ai'e  each  divided  into  three 
bays  by  buttresses  of  three  stages ;  each  bay  pierced  by 
a  window  of  three  lights  duquefoQed,  witli  intersecting 
arches  forming  quatrefoiled  recesses.  Under  the  centre 
window  in  the  south  wall  is  the  priests'  door,  and  near 
the  west  end  is  one  of  those  uncommon  windows  called 
ichnoscopes  j  it  has  a  square  head,  and  is  of  two  lights 
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dnquefoiled^  with  Perpendicular  tracery.  It  appears  to 
have  been  an  addition  to  the  original  Chancel.  On  the 
north  side  is  a  modem  revestry,  having  in  the  north 
wall  a  square-headed  window  of  three  lights  trefoUed, 
and  plain  pointed  windows  in  the  west  and  south  walls. 
The  east  wall  of  the  Chancel  contains  a  fine  window 
of  five  lights  with  ogee  trefoiled  arches,  the  tracery  being 
formed  of  continued  ogee  quatrefoUs ;  the  gable  has  an 
embattled  parapet,  but  the  apex  like  that  of  the  Nave 
has  lost  its  cross. 

In  the  interior  six  pointed  arches  on  octagonal  pillars 
mark  the  division  of  the  Nave  from  the  Aisles.  At  the 
west  end  of  the  Nave  is  an  inelegant  Font,  constructed 
of  wood.  The  west  arch  is  handsome,  and  enriched 
with  the  tooth  moulding,  and  above  is  the  roof  of  the 
former  Early  English  Church.  The  ancient  open  roof 
remains  to  the  present  Nave,  having  a  tie-beam  with 
spandrels  filled  with  cinquefbiled  Perpendicular  tracery. 
The  roof  is  divided  into  panels  with  carved  bosses  at 
the  intersections. 

The  east  window  of  the  north  Aisle  contains  a  great 
quantity  of  painted  glass.  In  tliis  Aisle  are  also  some 
of  the  old  open  benches  of  oak.  The  floor  of  the  Chancel 
is  now  lower  than  that  of  the  Nave.  In  the  south  wall 
were  once  some  splendid  sedilia;  they  appear  to  have 
suflered  when  the  present  Italian  altar  screen  was  put 
up,  which  originally  disfigured  the  Chancel  of  St. 
Botolph's  Church,  Boston.  The  Altar  is  raised  on  four 
steps. 
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The  Clerestory  windows  were  once  filled  with  stained 
glass  representing  the  most  remarkable  events  recorded 
in  scripture^  and  with  portraits  of  the  most  eminent 
saints^  as  the  fragments  yet  remaining  clearly  shew. 
Were  the  old  roof  put  into  proper  condition,  it  would 
not  be  equalled  by  any  other  in  the  neighbourhood. 

CoL  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  Church. 

In  Fenestra  OrieniaU  Insula  Australis. 

Cheeky,  arg.  and  gu Vaux, 

6a.  a  fesse  betw.  6  cross  crosslets,  or Beauchamp. 

Or.  3  chevrons  go Clare, 

Ou.  3  waterboogets,  erm Roos, 

Fenestra  Australis. 

» 

Az.  semy  of  fleur-de-lis,  a  lion  rampant,  or. 

oyer  all  a  bend  gobony  arg.  and  gu Beaumont. 

Gu.  3  waterbougets,  erm Raos. 

Fenestra  Australis  navis. 

Barry  of  6,  or.  and  gu 

Or.  a  cross,  az 

Gu.  3  cinquefoils,  arg 

Gu.  3  waterbougets,  erm Roos. 

Gu.  a  fesse  betw.  6  fleur-de-lis,  arg 

Fenestra  insula  horealis. 

Barry  of  6,  or.  and  az.  a  canton,  erm IfOyry. 

Quarterly,  a  fesse  indented,  arg.  and  gu 

Quarterly,  sa.  and  or.  a  bend  arg .Moo. 

Tumulus  ibidem  marmoreus  Falconis  de  Oyry  cum  effigie 
Viri  [tibiis  in  crucem  transversis.] 
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Fenestra  Borealis. 

Quarterly,  gii.  and  or ^ 

Cheeky  or.  and  az Warren, 

Or.  a  fesse  betw.  2  chevrons,  sa Visle. 

Barry  of  6  or.  and  az.  a  quarter  erm IfOyry, 

A.g.  3  lions  passant  gardant,  sa 

Gu.  3  waterbougets,  erm ttooa. 

6u.  a  cross  engrailed,  arg. 

Ou.  a  cross  engrailed,  or 

On.  3  crowns,  or.  and  sa.  


Empaled. 


Fenestra  Australi  CanceUi  his.. 

Quarterly,  arg.  and  gu.  fret^  or.  on  abend 

sa.  3  mullets,  6  points  of  the  first Spenser. 

Barry  of  6  or.  and  az.  a  canton,  erm IfOyry. 

Tumulus  Alabastrinus. 
Here  lies  Adlard  Welby,  and  Cassandra  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Willm.  Aprice  of  Washinglays  in  the  county  of  Hunting- 
don and  parish  of  Lutton,  by  whom  he  had  4  sons,  William, 
Richard,  Robert,  and  John,  and  Susan  his  daughter.  He 
died  Aug.  11th  iEtat  63, 1570.  She,  February  22nd,  1590, 
iEtat.  60. 

Tumulus  in  cancello  ex  marmore  sup.  humum. 

Ici  gist Roos,  Cheyaler  un  des 

Seigneurs  de  Gedney,  qui  moruit  xi  jour  de  December 

Ad  istum   tumulum    [de  quo  plnrimum   eris  ablatum] 

adhuc  fixum.    Ou.  3  waterbougets,  erm Roos. 

Alter  tumulus  cum  eisdem  insigniis,  Epitaphio  ablato. 

Mamwrei  tumuli  in  cancello  sup.  humum. 
Hie  jacet  Ricus  Robertson  Vicarius  hujus  ecclie  et  ecclie 
de  Pinchbeck,  qui  obiit  26*>   die  Mail,  Ano.    Dni.   1525. 
Cnjus,  &c. 

Hie  jacet  Johes  Louterel  quondam  Rector  istius  ecclie  qui 

obiit die Ano  Dni,  1435.     Oujus,  &c. 
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Hie  jacet  Johes  Pechel  quondam  Rector  istius  ecclie,  qui 
obiit  die  Sci.  Danstani  Epi.  Ano.  Dni.  1404. 

Innoliiens  pannis  Christum  memor  est  Johaimis, 

Sup.  Sedulamjuxta  ostium  australe. 
Orate  pro  aia  Laurentii  Fosdjke  celibis,  qui  obiit  and 
hoc  opus  fieri  fecit  Ano.  Dni.  1519.    Cujns,  &c. 

Idem  ex  opposito  juxta  ostium  boreale. 
Idem  fecit  Sedulum  juxta  cancellum. 

In  obits  Fenestris  superioribus  utrinque. 

6u.  on  fesse  az.  3  JBglets  displayed  betw.  as  many 

Leopards'  faces,  or 

Arms  now  in  the  Church. 


Empaled.i 


/Az.  2  chevronds  interlaced  between  3 
mullets,  arg. 


Or.  party  per  pale  engrailed,  2  lions  rampant  sa. 


G^rony  az.&arg.in  chief  a  stags*  head  caboshed. 
.Oo.  and  az.  an  eagle  displayed,  or.... 

Sa.  a  fesse  betw.  3  fleur-de-lis,  arg 

Qu.  a  chevron  betw.  3  garbs  4Qd  a  lion  rampant  sa.  Whitley. 


In  the  north  window* 
Arg.  3  lions  rampant  gardant,  sa 


There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

Died.  Age. 

Peregrine,  wife  of  William  Braison,     ...          Dea  28  1745  51 

William  Benson,           ...             ...             ...  Aug.  19  1750  58 

Robert  Pnlvertoft              ...             ...               July   24  1783  ... 

Hannah  Smith,              ...             ...             ...  April  2  1745  63 

Michael  Athey      ...             ...             ...            Jan.   11   1826  85 

Elizabeth,  his  wife         ...             ...             ...  Mar.  17  1826  86 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Bothamlej,             Jan.  29  1793  36 

W.  Bothamler,      ...             ...             ...           June  19  1806  53 

John  Robinson,             ...             ...             ...    Aug  ...  1731  37 

Lydia,  wife  of  Nicholas  Matthews,  Clerk,        Apl.  16  1750  30 

Anne,  her  daughter,              ...             ...           Oct.  13  1749  6m 

Rebecca,  wife  of  John  Wood,      ...             ...   Deo.  10  1711  ... 

Edward  Austine,  gent.          ...            ...          July     6  1701  66 
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•••  ••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • • • 


•  •• 


•  •» 


•  »• 


John  (Yorilner, 

Greorge  Nixon,      .., 

Williani  Gardner, 

John  Bough, 

Bpheit  Baitrnp, 

EUzalitQth,  wife  of  John  Bough, 

Jamea  Burton, 

FraQcea  3pi]gh,    ... 

Jane  iirilf  of  Niaholas  Burton, 

John  Bortoa, 

Jk^  Yurbqrough, 

Samuel  Dericksoiii 

Mflpry,.  bis  wife, 

Williani  Deriekson, 

John  BeUamy, 

WUliam  Mitchell, 

Lucy,  his  wife, 

John  A.  Bellamy, 

Patience,  his  wife, 

John  Bellamy,  ... 

John  BeHamy, 

Jfudith^  his  wife, 

Edward,  Bellamy, 

Ann,  his  wife,    ••• 

Bobert  Bellamy, 

Sarah  Bellamy,  ..« 

Charles  Barker, 

Sarah  Pinder,    ... 

Bebeeca  Pinder, 

Willian  Biynrett, 

John  Hastings 

Susan,  his  wife, 

John  Mitchell, 

Mary  Adam& 

George  ditto 

Thomas  ditto,  ... 

James  Long, 

Martha  dittOi  ••• 

Alfred  ditto, 

Ann,    ditto,    ••• 

Susannah  ditto,     ... 

Mary  Ann,  ditto, 

Simon  Godfrey,  Gent 

Elizabeth,  his  wife, 

James  Godfrey, 

Mary    ditto, 

Susan  ditto. 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 


.,.   June 
June 

•..  Dec. 
May 

...  Sept. 
Sept 

...  July 
May 

••«  ApL 
Not. 

•••     ••• 

May 

...    Dec. 
July 

...  May 
Sept 

...    Dec. 
Dea 

..    Oct 
June 

. . .    Jan. 
Oct 

...    Jan. 
Jan. 

...    ApL 
Nov. 

...    Apl. 
Mar. 

...    May 
Mar. 
May 
Mar 
Nor. 
Nov. 
Oct 
ApL 
Septi 
Dec 
Nov, 
May 
Sept. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
ApL 
June 
May 


Died.  Age. 

2d  1696  31 

d  179B  16 

16  1717  .,. 

2  1791  41 

22  1790  38 

11  1786  58 

22  1782  18 

24  1780  13 
27  1767  77 

12  1750  28 

20  1755  3a 

13  1766  59 
2  1767  71 

20  1797  41 

6  1802  51 

16  1814  57 
35  1836  61 

27  1807  30 
2  1770  46 

7  1782  1 

25  1772  51 

26  1783  29 
9  1790  31 

10  1814  23 

28  1821  69 
5  1790  80 

15  1768  78 

12  1778  21 

17  1760  96 

23  1778  47 
30  1803  71 
23  1780  ... 

15  1826  35 

29  1826  3 

16  1821  3 
2  1806  14 

10  1803  5 
16  1809  ... 
23  1811  ... 

11  1817  7 

19  1823  29 

20  1800  49 
9  1815  62 

25  1805  3 

9  1801  9 

11  1809 


#•• 


W                                             GEDNEY. 

1 

Died.  . 

^- 

WiUiam  Long, 

Mar 

18 

1797 

42 

Rebecca,  his  wife,.,. 

Oct 

3 

1808 

49 

Dorothy  Long, 

June 

7 

1791 

66 

James  Long,  Gent 

Feb. 

12 

1824 

72 

Elizabeth,  his  wife,     ... 

Jan. 

11 

1809 

30 

Elizabeth,  his  wife. 

Apl. 
Mar. 

12 

1817 

49 

Ditto,    daughter. 

2 

1781 

... 

William,  son. 

Mar  20  1 

794  10m 

Mary  daughter. 

July 

6 

1797 

6 

Mary    ditto. 

Mar. 

Id 

1786 

8m 

John  Matthews,  jun.  ... 

Nov. 

13 

1789 

36 

John    ditto. 

Oct 

6 

1791 

72 

Ann,  his  wife. 

Nov. 

23 

1786 

63 

Ann  Matthews,  ... 

Mar. 

24 

1791 

32 

Thomas  (rough,  Grent 

Jan. 

16 

1775 

62 

Mary  Whitley,   ... 

Mar. 

7 

1763 

53 

Richard  Athey, 

Nov. 

12 

1760 

21 

Mary  Ann  Windett, 

Dec. 

29 

1817 

7 

James  Long, 

Dec. 

16 

1786 

60 

Dorothy  ditto,    ... 

June  17  ] 

1791 

66 

John  White, 

Oct 

14 

1807 

80 

Lydia,  his  wife. 

Mar. 

14 

1793 

58 

Matthew  Taylor, 

Aug. 

10  : 

1811 

67 

Margaret,  his  wife. 

Dec. 

20 

1790 

59 

George  Thackar, 

Sep. 

30 

1763 

60 

VV  orrall  Palmer,  Gent. 

Oct. 

24 

1825 

58 

Margaret,  his  wife,  ... 

Aug. 

30 

1826 

53 

Robert  Bellamy,  Gent 

June 

4 

1833 

76 

Anne  Millington, 

Sept 

26 

1833 

18 

Harriet  MiUmgton, 

Sept 

12 

1839 

41 

Mary  Millington, 

June 

19 

1840 

27 

Robert  Rich,  Vicar, 

Oct 

... 

1654 

... 

Robert  Millington,  Gent 

Mar. 

18 

1840 

80 

Mary,  his  wife,  ...             ...             ... 

Aug. 

17 

1831 

66 

WiUiam  Welby,  Esq. 

Apr. 

17 

1726 

58 

Adlard  Welby,  Esq. 

June 

15 

1728 

58 

Edward  Whitley, 

Feb. 

17 

1761 

73 

Esterge,  daughter  of  Augustus  Fish,  Vicar, 

July 

11 

1696 

2 

Jacob,  son  of  the  same. 

... 

... 

1710 

25 

Catherine,  daughter. 

Feb. 

13 

1711 

51 

Augustus  Fish,        ... 

May 

13 

1713 

70 

Adlard  W  elby,  Esq. 

Aug. 

U 

1570 

63 

Cassandra,  his  wife. 

Feb. 

22 

1590 

60 

9.».  ^ftn  >n^  pnd-  (tMfcntm. 
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*'  I  love  the  altar  of  my  sireB, 

Old  as  my  country*8  rocks  of  steel ' 
And  as  I  feed  its  sacred  fires^ 

The  present  Deity  I  feel. 
I  love  the  organ's  joyous  swell. 

Sweet  echo  of  the  heavenly  ode  3 
]  love  the  cheerful  village  bell, 

Faint  emblem  of  the  call  of  God/* 

This  structure  may  rank  amongst  the  finest  of  thd 
cliurches  in  this  division  of  Lincolnshire.  It  consists  of* 
a  nave  with  aisles^  transepts,  a  choir  at  the  east  end  of  the 
Dave,  and  a  Chapel  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  at  the  end 
of  the  south  aisle,  a  south  porch,  and  a  noble  spire 
steeple,  which  rises  above  the  intersection  of  the 
transepts  with  Ihd  nave. 

The  Porch  has    once    possessed    sotne  interesting 

features,  but  is  now  unfortunately  robbed  of  most  of  its 

beauties.     Statues  of  St«  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  formerly 

appropriately  occupied  the  niches  on  each  side  of  the 

entrance ;  these  however  were  most  probably  destroyed 

at  the  same  time  that  the  windows  were  stripped  oi 

their  painted  glass. 

2o 
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The  west  front  of  the  Nave  has  a  small  entrance, 
the  lower  part  of  which  is  blocked  np,  and  the  remainder 
filled  with  glass.  Above  is  a  window  of  five  lights,  with 
cinqaefoiled  Perpendicular  tracerj  trefoiled.  The  par- 
apet is  embattled,  having  the  lower  part  ornamented 
with  continued  diagoni^  squares,  and  crosses  carved  on 
the  embattlements.  At  the  angles  are  small  square  pin- 
nacles, and  at  the  apex  is  a  figure  of  St.  Paul  preaching, 
very  minutely  carved.  The  uorth  and  south  walls  of 
the  nave  are  each  pierced  by  eight  windows  of  two  lights 
each,  having  Tudor  arches  with  dnquefoiled  tracery, 
enclosing  quatrefoils,  with  parapets  simflar  to  that  at 
the  west  end. 

The  South  Aisle  at  the  west  end  has  a  window  of 
three  lights  with  ogee  arches  cmquefoiled,  with  Perpen- 
dicular tracery  trefoiled,  having  quatrefoiled  recesses. 
The  south  wall  has  a  window  of  three  lights  with  pointed 
arches  cinquefoUed  with  Perpendicular  tracery  trefofled, 
having  the  tracery  of  the  centre  light  divided  by  an 
embattled  transom;  this  wall  is  also  pierced  by  two  other 
windows  similar  to  that  at  the  west  end.  In  it  is  also 
a  door  with  niches  on  each  side  as  the  porch. 

The  North  Aisle  has  a  window  in  the  west  wall,  of 
three  lights,  with  Perpendicular  tracery,  cinquefoiled; 
the  north  wall  has  a  window  above  the  entrance  door, 
of  three  lights^  cinquefoiled,  it  has  likewise  three  other 
windows  with  trefoiled  Decorated  tracery.  Between 
the  windowa  of  both  aisles  are  buttresses  in  two  divisions, 
the  parapets  are  plain,  with  moulded  cornices  and 
copmgs. 
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The  south  wall  of  the  South  Traiisept  has  a  window 
ol  fire  lights,  divided  hy  a  transom  into  two  stages. 
The  first  stage  has  pointed  arches  dnquefoiled,  with  the 
transom  ornamented  with  Tudor  flowers,  enclosing  hlank 
shields.  The  second  stage  has  ogee  arches,  also  cin- 
qnefoiled :  from  the  apbes  of  these  arches,  rise  the 
Perpendicular  tracery,  trefoiled;  in  the  east  wall  of  this 
Transept  ia  a  window  of  three  lights,  trefoiled,  having 
ako  Perpendicular  tracery*  The  apex  of  the  gable  is 
cjrowned  by  a  beautiful  cross* 

The  North  Transept  has  a  window  in  the  north  front, 
similar  to  that  in  the  opposite  transept;  and  in  the  east 
wall  are  two  windows  of  three  lights  each,  of  the  same 
design  as  the  windows  of  the  south  aisle. 

The  Choir  and  Chapel  appear  to  have  been  so  much 
mutilated,  that  little  of  their  former  beauty  remains,  and 
neither  outwardly  or  inwardly  do  they  possess  that 
religious  appearance  which  a  building  dedicated  to  God 
ought  to  possess.  The  chapel  is  now  undergoing  its 
full  desecration,  for  in  it  a  school  is  daily  held,  in  which 
we  are  fearful  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  sacred 
c^uyracter  of  the  structure,  and  if  any  portion  of  the  church 
required  care  and  attention,  it  is  this.  We  trust  how- 
ever that  this  great  evil  will  not  be  long  complained  of, 
but  that  a  building  more  suitable  may  be  found  for  the 
diaritable  education  of  the  unthinking  young,  and 
this  part  of  the  edifice  may  once  more  be  used  in  the 
service  of  the  church,  and  in  some  measure  restored  to 
its  andem,  more  solemn,  and  appropriate  appearance. 
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The  Chapel  has  in  it  two  windows  with  square  heads^ 
one  of  two  lights^  and  the  other  of  three  lights>  both 
with  ogee  arches,  trefoiled;  under  the  latter  window  is  a 
low  entrance  door.  The  east  wall  of  both  choir  and 
chapel  appear  to  have  been  altered  at  some  distant  time. 
At  present  the  east  window  of  the  choir  is  without 
rtiulUons  or  tracery,  and  the  chapel  has  a  plain  square 
headed  window  of  four  lights.  There  appears  also  to 
have  been  a  chapel  on  the  north  side  of  the  choir  where 
is  yet, a  holy-water  stoup;  in  this  wall  are  two  windows, 
each  with  the  same  number  of  lights;  one  has  its  tracery 
cut  out,  and  the  other  has  ogee  arches  trefoiled, 
enclosing  a  quatrefoil. 

The  Tower  has  a  louvre-boarded  belfry  window  in 
each  front  of  two  lights,  each  with  trefoiled  tracery  and 
embattled  cills.  It  is  crowned  by  an  embattled  parapet 
k.™.g  a  comic  oman.enled  ^A  gurgojles  ^\JL 
At  the  angles  are  square  pinnacles,  likewise  embattled, 
with  crocketed  and  finialed  cones. 

The  Spire  is  of  beautiful  proportions,  and  of  great 
height ;  and,  we  need  not  say,  is  a  very  handsome  and 
expressive  feature  of  the  edifice.  It  is  octagonal  in  plan } 
the  four  fronts  corresponding  with  those  of  the  tower, 
are  each  pierced  by  two  windows,  the  lower  one  of  two 
lights  with  an  embattled  trani^om,  and  trefoiled  Perpen-* 
dicular  tracery,  under  a  crocketed  and  finialed  pediment 
springing  from  sculptured  corbel  heads;  the  top  window 
is  of  one  light,  trefoiled  with  a  similar  pediment  The 
other  fronts  are  each  pierced  by  a  window  of  two  lights 
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lights^  with  trefoOed  tracery,  having  a  quatrefoiled  recess  j 
it  has  also  a  pediment  similar  to  that  described  above* 
The  angles  of  the  tower  are  beautiiullj  crocketed,  and 
the  apex  is  crowned  by  a  noble  finial  from  which  rises 
the  vane-iron  in  the  form  of  a  cross. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  nave  of  the  interior  is  an 
octagonal  font  having  panels  with  pointed  arches  and 

• 

trefoiled  tracery;  the  nave  is  still  covered  by  the  ancient 
oak  roof  which  has  spandrels  filled  in  with  Perpendicular 
trefoiled  tracery;  the  tie  beam  is  ornamented  with 
bosses,  and  the  space  between  the  principals  is  also 
occupied  by  trefoiled  tracery  with  a  large  central  open- 
ing. The  north  aisle  is  likewise  covered  by  a  handsome 
roof  of  oak,  of  the  same  date. 

Beneath  the  south  window  of  the  south  transept  is 
a  figure  of  a  cross-legged  knight  in  armour  with  a 
sword  and  shield.  It  is  under  an  arched  recess,  having 
an  ogee  arch  with  cinquefeiled  tracery  and  featherings, 
and  in  the  spandrels  are  angels  censing;  by  reference  to 
Mr.  Holles's  notes  it  wUl  be  seen  that  this  figure  is 
ascribed  to  the  ancient  family  of  Bolle,  of  this  county. 
By  the  side  of  this  figure  is  another  of  a  lady  which 
appears  to  have  been  brought  from  some  other  part  of 
the  church;  there  seems  to  have  been  also  a  private 
altar  in  this  transept,  for  in  the  south  wall  on  the  east 
side  of  the  monument  is  a  lavatory,  and  in  the  west  wall 
is  a  seat  for  a  priest. 

Under  the  tower  is  a  beautiful  groined  roof  with  the 

intersections  ornamented  with  bosses.    The  east  end  of 
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the  nave  appears  to  ba^e  been  need  as  a  choir  ody,  and 
was  separated  by  two  open  arches  on  clustered  pUais 
from  the  cbapel  in  wlndb  the  Blessed  Sacrament  was 
administered.  This  latter  with  the  chcsr  had  handaomfi 
screens  next  the  body  of  the  ehnidh :  aintilated  parts  of 
them  still  remain. 

In  the  chapels  are  aeati  ibr  two  pviestoi  now  used 
as  cupboards;  and  a  lavatory,  bridged  ypj.  near  ta 
these  has  been  an  arched  recess  which  waa  fw»eAj 
occupied  by  the  alabaster  figpire  of  a  knight  This  rtiU 
remains  but  shockingly  mutilated.  Holies  in  the  under* 
mentioned  notes  asaibes  it  to  a  Rye,  whose  fieonily 
were  for  many  successive  generations  connected  with 
this  parish,  and  to  whose  charity  and  self  denial^  the 
present  age  probably  owes  the  beautiful  edifice  which 
we  have  been  descriUng. 

Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  Church. 

Im  Feneatra  orieaiaU  CamceUL 
Ou.  3  lioBS  passant  gardant,  or;  on  a  chiel^  ac.   the 
blessed  virgin  embradog  our  Savioor,  seated  on  a  throne 
or „ „ AfTna  Episcopaiu^  Lincoln: 

Az.  a  teopard^s  face  between  two  bars  gemells,  or. 

In  uir€tque  Fenestra  Baremli* 
Az«  a  saltire  ermine  between  four  fleur-de*lis,  or. 

Chorus  AusiraUs  jua^ta  CaneeUumn 
Hicjacet  Nicholans  de  Bey  miles  et  Ednmndas  fiUus 

^us;  quorum  animabus  propitietur  Deus.    Amen. 
TunmhiaAlabastiuiQB  com  ettgie  super  pectua  .»«.,....»...* 

a  bend  esMin^  ....intef ..,M....  bars 
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/«  Fenedra  AuHrmli. 

Nicholans  de  Rj^  Masgareta  uxar  ejtm  Cecilia  mater  ejus 
me  fi«ri  ffieemiit  in  honore  beate  Maris* 

In  circulU  Fenestra. 
Ban7>  onnme^  aad  gu ^......^^.«. ^.. Waiertan: 

In  Insula  B^reaU. 

Barrf  of  aix,  ermine  and  go.  and  three  csescents,  sa;  on 
the  second  bar  a  mallet,  arg* Waterton* 

In  Felnesira  AwiraU^  Imuta  Austtalu, 

Orate  pro  aia  JoUs  Bolls,  Arm  et  Catharines  consortis 
sns,  Thome,  £dmund  et  JuliansB  consortis  snee;  Willi 
Fienter  et  Agnetis  consoitis  sa»;  WilK  de  Chdle  et  Johanne 
€on«ortis  sne;  ao  pro  frihaci  et  soreribns  Oilde  sdL  Jofaisr 
Baptiste  qm  istam  fienettram  fieri  feeerant  Ano.  DnL  1465. 


'Ab.  ft  Bowls  or»  j^sant  as.  ttany 

Boards  heads  cooped,  arg Bolle, 

Arg.  a  chevron  between  9  cross 

offosdletsy.  aa» ^•^^m.^.  .^ Havgh, 


*T9  \  Quarterly. 

a 

W  f  ^ ^_j^     f  Az.  a  lion  rampant  atg*  - ifounihmU. 

MouUon, 


f  r%^^^^^^    /Az.  a  lion  ranmant  axg.  -. 
\  Q°«^y-   -[Arg.  3  bars,12. !!j... . 


,  Subtns   in  muro  Statna  lapidea  Yki  (tibiiiir  in  croocflt 
transTersis)  BoIIe  nt  dldtor. 

In  Fenestra  inferiori,  Navis. 

Orate  pro  aiabns  frum :  et  sororam  GUde  Saneti  Johis 
Baptiste  qui  istam  fenestram  fieri  fecerunt 

Fenestra  Occident: 

Party  per  bend  ermine  and  arg*  a  bend  sa.  in  last  A 
mardets. 
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Gu.  2  keys  saltier,  arg.   

See:  Petre  ora  pro  nobis. 
Az.  two  swords  in  saltier,  arg.  hilts  and  pomds,  or. 

See.  Paule  ora  pro  nobis. 
Lapis  marmoreas  joxta  ingressam  Ecclie  pars  ablata: 

Johes  de  Ry  quondam  Rector  hujus  Ecclie  etDnois 

hijyus  Ville :  cajus  aife  propitietur  Deus.    Amen. 

In  that  part  of  this  parish  known  by  the  name  of 
Risegate,  formerly  eixisted  the  residence  of  the  noble 
famfly  of  Rye,  which  appears  to  have  possessed  tfai^ 
village  soon  after  the  conquest.  The  name  is  probably 
only  aqother  form  of  Ry's-gate.  Closely  adjacent  is  the 
scite  of  the  well*known  Cressy  Hall,  the  seat  of  the  Cresde 
family,  one  of  whom  is  said  to  have  been  the  Esqmre  of 
Sir  Philip  de  Rye,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  second. 

In  this  diurch  there  are  now  memorials  of  the  follow- 
ing persons. 

On  a  white  tablet  near  thepuJpit. 

Emnaled  f^^^^^J  ^^'  ^^^  **•  *  ^®®^®  ermine Caltkrop^ 

^       'I Arg.  a  chevron  erm.  betw.  S  lions  passant  as. 

^In  a  vault,  at  the  foot  of  this  pillar,  are  deposited  the 
remains  of  John  Calthrop,  A.  M.  vicar  of  Kirton  XL  years, 
vicar  of  Boston  xxxix  years.  A  prebendary  of  the  catbe* 
dral  church  of  Lincoln ;  a  representative  of  the  clergy  of 
this  Diocese  in  convocation,  A.  D.  mdcclxxiv  ;  and  an 
acting  Magistrate  for  these  parts  xxi  years.  Having  filled 
these  several  stations  ably  and  honorably,  and  discharged 
aU  his  relative  duties  faithfully,  he  departed  this  life,  to 
receive  ^as  we  trust)  in  another,  through  the  merits  of  his 
Saviour,  an  abundant  recompence  of  his  labours, 

VII  MAY,  Ar  J>.  MDCCLXXXV,  MT.  LXVI.'' 
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Died.    Age. 

John  George  Caltlirop^  Esq Mar.    4  1815  65 

Ann,  (hid  ifife,) Dec.  24  1800  53 

Sooier  Calthrop,  (formerly  of  Boston,) 

bom  4  Jan.  1746,    died  Oct    7  1887  81 

Frances,  and  Margaret,  twin  daughters  of 

Thomas  Townsend,  Vicar, died  1724  .... 

Richard  Calthrop,(pewed  oyer,)  with  a  coat  of  arms. 

Robert  Kemp, Oct.  20  1817  50 

Ann,  (relict,) Feb.    6  1836  65 

Samuel,  (son,) Dec.     1  1829  27 

Ann,  (wife  of  R.  Kemp,)  Oct.     1  1798  6d 

Robert  Kemp,   July    5  1817  84 

Francis  Eastland,  July  16  1804  69 

Ann,  (his  wife,)    Oct.  19  1797  50 

Robert  Allen,  gent July  11  1805  72 

Elizabeth,  (daughter  of  Robert  Allen,)    Dec.  10  1795  19 

John,  (son,)  Jan.  10  1790  .... 

Aun,  (daughter,)   May  29  1770  18 

Ann,  (wife,) July  29  1790  68 

Mrs.  Ann  Robinson,  of  Spalding,   Sep.    8  1830 

Mrs.  Mary  Robinson Jan    7  1840  .... 

John  Robinson, May  17  1821  83 

Robert  Robinson, ^ ^ April  17  1790  57 

Rebecca,  (his  relict,)  and  daughter  of 

Rev.  J.  Tatam,  Vicar  of  Whaplode,     Nov.  12  1810  .... 

Robert,  (eldest  son,) Mar.  31  1803  .... 

John  Robinson,  gent interred  Jan.  21  1759  40 

Hannah,  (his  relict,)  June  28  1810  86 

John  Robinson, interred  Sep.  16  1719  37 

Mary,  (his  wife,) Jan.  lO  1754  64 

Francis  Dyson,   Oct.        1770  .... 

Robert  Peach May  25  1784  34 

Sarah,  (wife  of  John  Willerton,  May    4  1808  38 

2q 
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Died.    Age. 

Thomas  Calthrop,  July  21  1761  .... 

R.  Caltfarop,  of  Boston, Not.    8  1759  59 

Elizabeth,  relict  of  Huffh  Christopher,....  Apr.     2  1732  37 

Atme,  relict  of  Nathan  Garland,  interred  Feb.  -23  1739  42 

R.  Calthrop, Jan.     9  1710  55 

Mary,  his  wife,   Feb.  14  1693  .... 

Martha,  relict  of  R.  Calthrop,   interred   May    7  1719  .... 

Richard  Calthrop,  Gent Apr.  I7  1762  38 

Mary,  his  relict, Jan.  23  1780  52 

John  Calthrop,  pent,  Oct     6  1740  50 

Barbara,  wife  of  John  Calthrop, April  20  1729  33 

Mary,  daughter  of  J.  and  B.  Calthrop,  ....Dec.  16  1780  10 

Richard  son  of  J.  Calthrop, June    2  1718  3 

Barbara  Calthrop,  Oct  30  1716  .... 

Mary  Calthrop, Jan.  17  1800  77 

Aune  AUeiiby,  London,  Oct    5  1794  17 

John  Willerton, June  15  1841  52 

John  Willerton, Feb.  18  1822  57 

Eliza  Williamson, June  27  1823  26 

Miss  Eliza  Williamson, Mar.  8  1795  38 

BeUf. 

1.  Tobie  Norris  cast  me,  1683. 

2.  Ihesus  be  our  speed,  1618. 

8.    Omnia  fiant  ad  gloriam  Dei.    Tobie  Norris  cast  me  1624. 

4.  William  Dobson,  Founder,  Downham,  1828. 

5.  T,  Osbom,  Fecit,  1787. 


ALL  SAINT'S  CHURCH,  HOLBEACH. 


IS? 
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"  Tis  sweet  where  childhood  and  where  youth  hefon 
Have  kaelt,  for  hoaiy  years  to  hend  the  knee; 
Tifl  sweet  to  hear  familiar  tongues  adore— 
From  sire  to  son  the  well-known  face  to  see 
Mixing  around  in  kind  firatemity; 
And  sweet  it  is  to  think,  that  when  our  thread 
Is  spnn«  within  these  precincts  we  shall  be. 
Mingling  onr  ashes  with  their  parent  dead. 
And,  where  our  fathers  rest,  that  we  shall  lay  onr  head.** 

This  noble  ecclesiastical  structure  is  witb  the  excep- 
tion of  the  North  Porch  a  complete  specimen  of 
Decorated  (xothic  Architecture,  although  of  a  late  date. 
The  plan  consists  of  a  handsome  Spire  Steeple,  a  Nave 
with  Aisles,  North  and  South  Porches,  and  a  fine  ChanceL 

At  the  west  end  of  the  Tower  is  a  small  projecting 

open  porch  with  a  groined  roof;  aboye  this  is  a  pointed 

window  of  five  lights,  the  tracery  of  which  has  been 

sadlj  mutilated.     The  Belfry  windows  are  of  two  lights 

each,  trefoiled  with  a  quatrefoil  recess.     These  windows 

are  divided  by  transoms  which  prove  that  this  part  of 

the  Church  was  built  late  in  the  Decorated  period. 

Hie  Tower  is  crowned  by  an  embattled  parapet  haying 

a  cornice  ornamented  with  gurgoyles  and  bosses. 

4d 
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The  South  Porch  is  entered  under  a  sharp  lancet 
arch :  the  south  wall  of  the  South  Aisle  is  pierced  by 
four  windows  of  three  lights  each,  three  with  good 
tracery ;  the  remaining  one  has  had  similar  tracery,  but 
has  suffered  from  injudicious  repair;  the  west  and  east 
ends  are  pierced  by  windows  like  those  in  the  south 
wall;  the  windows  of  the  north  aisle  are  also  the  same. 

The  North  Porch  appears  to  have  been  an  addition 
to  the  ori^nal  edifice  at  a  much  later  period.  It  opens 
with  an  obtuse  arch  decorated  with  a  filleting  of  trefoils, 
and  is  flanked  by  massive  cylindrical  buttresses,  each 
divided  by  string  courses  into  three  stages,  and  crowned 
with  battlements.  Above  the  entrance  and  on  each 
side  of  the  porch  is  a  circular-headed  window  with 
dripstone  and  corbels,  which  unitedly  give  light  to  a 
spacious  room. 

•  The  clerestory  of  the  Nave  is  divided  in  each  front  by 
small  buttresses  into  seven  bays,  each  of  which  is  pierced 
by  two  windows  with  depressed  arches  of  two  lights 
trefoiled  enclosing  a  quatrefoil. 

The  south  wall  of  the  Chancel  has  two  handsome 
windows  of  three  lights  each  trefoiled  ;  between  these  is 
the  usual  door;  the  north  wall  has  in  it  one  window  of  a 
similar  pattern,  and  another  large  one  of  fomr  lights 
cinquefoiled  with  fine  Decorated  tracery:  the  east 
window  is  of  the  same  design. 

For  the  following  description  of  this  church  we  are 
indebted  to  an  anonymous  account  published  some  years 
since :  "  the  Nave  is  supported  on  eight  tall  and  slender 
pillars,  .formed  by  a  cluster  of  four  united  shafts,  similar 
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to  those  which  support  the  chancel  of  Holy  Trinity  in 
Kingston  npon  Hull.  The  arches  are  of  the  lancet  kind, 
and  contribute  much  to  convey  a  combined  lightness 
and  elegjmce,  which  reflects  great  credit  to  the  architect 
who  composed  the  structure.  In  front  of  the  pulpit  is  a 
brass  chandelier  of  eighteen  lights.  The  font  at  the 
west  end  is  an  octagon,  on  a  shaft  of  the  same,  each 
face  of  which  is  decorated  with  an  ogee  arch  in  sculpture, 
with  crockets  and  finials;  and  the  eight  faces  of  the  font 
have  recessed  panels  and  designs  in  relief,  some  of 
which  are  wholly  illegible.  The  alternate  compartments^ 
bear  an  angel  mth  a  staff  in  bend ;  of  the  four  others 
two  have  defaced  shields,  the  third  a  shield  with  a  cross 
couped,  and  the  fourth  a  pall  coupod  and  pierced.  At 
the  west  end  of  the  north  aisle  stands  a  monument 
of  the  Littlebury  family,  (who  had  a  seat  at  Holbeach 
Hum,)  in  tolerable  preservation.  It  consists  of  a  purfled 
altar  tomb,  on  which  lies  the  effigies  of  a  knight  in  rich 
armour,  with  baldrick,  sword,  spurs,  and  mail  about  the 
neck;  the  head  reposing  on  a  human  body  clad  in  robes 
of  net-work,  and  the  feet  resting  against  a  lion.  The 
face  of  the  tomb  is  divided  into  four  compartments, 
niched  and  profusely  ornamented  with  sculptured  lozenge 
aiid  rosework,  the  intermediate  buttresses  being  flanked 
with  pinnacles  and  headed  by  ogees  trefoil  with  crockets 
and  finials.  In  the  recesses  between  the  arches  are 
eight  shields,  alternately 

Two  hons  passant  gardant,  and 

Three  bars  pean. 

Altogether  the  monument  is  worthy  of  greater  care 
than  appears  to  be  bestowed  upon  it. 
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Arms  m  the  North 


{I  and  4.    Arg.  an  eagle  displayed,  sa. 
2  and  3.    Arg.  on  2  bars  sa.  6  escallops 
of  the  first Stmhekf. 

Impaled  with 
Sa.  a  chevron  engrailed  betw.  3  swans*  heads  erased,  arg. 

Stukeley  as  above  with  an  escutcheon  of  pretence, 
arg.  2  lions  passant,  sa. 

Cheeky,  sa.  and  arg.  a  fesse  of  the  first,  impaling, 
sa.  on  a  chief  yert,  the  letter  T  betw.  S  etoils,  or*  CaUhorp. 

Sa.  8  swans'  heads  erased,  arg. 

Az.  a  flenr-^e-lis,  arg 

Az.  a  chevron  betw.  two  couple  closes  erm.  accom- 
panied by  8  martlets  or.  A  crescent  in  the  dexter 
chief  of  die  last 


Quarterly 


Arms  in  the  South  Aisle. 

I  and  4.    Az.  3  darts,  S  and  1  with  points 

towards  the  base>  or .^ 

,2  and  3.    Arg.  3  fleur-de-lis,  sa. 

Impaling.    Or.  a  chevron  az.  betw.  3  lions'  paws 
erased  and  erected,  sa Brechnoch. 

Arg.  the  tree  of  life  proper,  over  all  on  a  fesse  az.  a 
cinquefoil  betw.  2  etoils  of  the  first    Watson. 

The  same. 
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^      .    1   (land  4.    Arir.  3  lilies  proper 

Quarterly|2a„d3.  Az? 3  fleur-de-lis,  or.  

Impaled  with,  arg.  a  chevron  or.  betw.  3  lions'  paws 
erased,  sa. 

Arms  f»  the  Nave. 

Erm.  a  lion  rampant  sa.  langned,  gu ...Ball. 

Impaled  with,  sa.  a  chevron  betw.  2  griflins'  heads,  or. 

Bally  as  above. 

Impaled  with,  az.  a  chevron,  arg.  3  torteauxes,  a 
canton  erm Rand. 

The  following  Shield  is  in  this  Church. 

Sa.  a  chevron  betw.  3  crosslets  fitched,  arg 

Impaled  with,  az.  a  grifiin  rampant  proper  betw.  3  etoils,  or. 
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The  Chancel  is  well  fitted  up^  excepting  the  anomaly 
of  a  Qredan  altar-screen^  which  the  inhabitants  of  this 
opulent  parish  ought  to  exchange  for  one  more  conso- 
nant with  the  pure  style  of  the  edifice.  Over  the  altar 
is  a  painting  of  the  Last  Supper^  flanked  by  full  length 
figures  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  to  represent  the  Gospel 
triumphant  over  the  Law.  And  these  are  cased  in  a 
screen  of  heathen  architecture.  Under  a  Corinthian  arch 
sits  the  Saviour  in  the  act  of  consecrating  the  elements; 
and  the  two  chief  personages  in  the  Jewish  dispensation 
are  placed  under  Grecian  pediments  supported  by 
pilasters." 

The  following  notes  taken  by  Col.  Holies,  shew  that 
the  interior  was  in  a  very  different  condition  in  his  times. 

Jtixta  Cancellum. 

Tnmnlus  lapideas  cum  efligie  viri  saper  scutum 
gestantis  duos  Leones  ambulantes  aere  obverso.   Littlebury* 

Ex  ntraqne  latere  quinqaies  Littlebury  ex  ter  3  bars 
erm KirheUm. 

• 

In  Fenestris  superioribus  ad  hoream. 
6a.  6  escallops,  arg bis Scales, 


Emualed  1^^*  *  fe^^  betw.  6  escallops,  arg septus 

^       '(a  saltier  engrailed  betw.  4  crosslets  fitched. 

Eadem  insignia  super  pectus  viri  in  Fenestra 
Orientali  ad  dextram  Cancelli Bradaw. 

Fenestre  Australes. 

Arg.  on  a  bend  az.  5  crosses  humets,  or Geo.  Sibsay. 

Arg.  on  a  chevron  betw.  3  Leopards'  heads,  sa. 

as  many  annulets  of  the  first lo.  Cahw. 

Barry  of  6  sa.  and  arg.  in  chief,  3  annulets  of  the  2nd. 
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In  eadem  Fenestra  sup.  pectus  yiri  eadem  insignia 
a  lion  rampant  semy  de  mullets,  or 

Or.  on  a  fesse  gn.  2  fleur-de-lis  of  the  first,  betw, 
4  of  the  second D^EytnlL 

Az.  a  cross  patonce,  arg 

Orate  pro  aia  Dni.  Robert!  de  Eyvill  militis,  et 

miiitis. 

Sup.  horealem  ptem. 

Barry  of  6,  et  the  annulets,  the  fesse,  et  fleur-de-lis. 

Duo  miletes  super  scuta  genibns  pronis. 

Tumulus  marmoreus  serejixusjuxta  monument  Littlebury, 

Orate  pro  aia  JohannaB  Welby  quondam  uxoris  Ricardi 
Welby  senioris  et  filie  Rici  Leyke  milit.  que  obiit  18«  die. 
Decembris  Ano.  Dni.  1488. 

8a.  a  fesse  betw.  3  fleur-de-lis,  arg Welby. 

Arg.  on  a  chief  gu.  an  annulet,  over  all  a  bend 
c^ngrailed,  az Leyie^ 

Alter  tumulus  juxta  hunc  epitapho  ablato. 


Near  the  pulpit  at  the  east  end  of  the  middle  aisie 
there  is  a  brass  plate  with  this  insaiption : 

^' Orate  pro  anima  dominse  Johannse  Welby,  quondam 
filis  Ricardi  Leake,  miiitis  nuper  uxoris  Tho.  Welby, 
Armigeri:  obiit  XYill  die  mensis  Decembris  Anno  Dom, 
MCCCCLYii,    Cujus  animas  propitietur  Deus.*' 

This  is  probably  the  same  as  mentioned  by  Holies^ 
but  there  is  a  slight  diffei'ence  in  the  date. 

There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

Died.  kge. 

WiUiam  Jepson,     Mar.     6  1740    64 

Rodulphi  Peitson  Arm Mar.  21   1711  65 

Susaona,  his  wife, Feb.  id  1713  ..« 

AunaPimlow,    Apl.    10  1713  64 

Philip  Cushley, Dec.    19  1794  50 

Margaret,  his  wife,    May    11   1788  47 

Levina  D.  Foster, Sept     4  1702  66 
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Died.  Age. 

Samuel  Riohardson, Feb.    10  1736  66 

Sigismoud  Richardson, Jan.      4  1747  32 

W.  Q.  JepsoH,   Oct.   30  1731  ... 

WilHam  Brown,  Grocer,  Apl.      4  1811  40 

Mfry,  his  wife, '. July    25  1824  39 

Samuel  Palmer,    June    19  1741  41 

Aim,  his  wife,    • Sept  11  1781  72 

John  WilkiBson,  Gent Apl.      2  1771  68 

Jfoiin  Walson,   Feb.    14  1771  64 

EUzabeth,  his  wife,  ".,  Deo.      1  1775  34 

Jacob  Davey,  Gent Feb.      2  1833  84 

Ann  his  wife,  (daughter  of  A.  Sheath,) Sept.     5  1813  61 

JanePavey, Mar.    16  1755  24 

James  Brecknock,  M.D Dec.    23  1745  66 

Edward  Morley, Oct    26  1763  25 

John  Northon,Gent Apl.    27  1751  54 

Avis,  first  wife, Sept   15  1724  27 

Margaret  Northon,   Nov.     7  1779  76 

Edward  Northon,  Apl.    23  1797  60 

Rev.  J.  Northon,  of  Gedney,    Apl.      2  1814  68 

Bartholomew  Northon,     Apl.    27  1763  42 

Michael  KeiarhUey,  Gent Oct   20  1785  67 

Mary,  his  rehct, Apl.   13  1794  76 

George,  his  son, Apl.    19  1787  32 

Elizabeth  Northon,   July   23  1719 

John  Northon,  May    17  1731 

Avis,  his  wife,    Sept  14  1724  27 

Esther  RatcUffe, Feb.  21  1721  33 

Ann  Thompson, Sept  30  1793  75 

John  T.  Elston, Feb.  14  1794  9 

Zecharias  Johnson,    Sept  26  1826  65 

W.  Slator,  Esq July     1   1829  74 

Esther  Betham, Nov.  28  1766  27 

J^vina  Robinson,  Mar.    3  1823  79 

John  Key,  Gent Jan.  10  1810  47 

Susannah,  his  widow,     .' June27  1841  .. 

Mary  Davey  Key,  May  26  1801  32 

JohnRix,    May  27  1718  13 

Martha,  his  relict,  Feb.     7  1730  60 

Edward  Davey,  Gent     Mar.  19  1754  37 

Mary,  his  wife,    July  21   1748  34 

William  Davey,  Nov.    4  1760  14 

Ann  Rhodes,  Feb.        1787  74 

Jane  Ampleford, Oct     3  1700  40 

Adlard  Stukeley,*  Mar.  4  1694 


..  ■ 


■ .  • 


... 


*  The  celebrated  Antiquarian  WiilJam  Stukeley,  ^^as  born  in  this  town. 
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Died.  Age. 
Sarah  Stukelcy,  Oct  28  1692     ... 

Jane  Stukelej,    Ang.2d  1690  2 

John  Ampleford, June  12  1701  29 

Thomas  Amplefori    Mar.  30  1700  67 

Mary  Spinckes,    Feb.     2  1776  71 

Kichard  Bonnett  Fawsett, Dec.    3  1778  ... 

Martha  Bennett,    July  19  1731  64 

Lucius  Henry  Disney, Oct     17  1727  ...' 

John  Harris, Nov.  15  1711  46 

Martha  Hood,    Deo.  15  1838  83 

Henry  Waldow  Hood,  Surgeon, ......  July  24  1821  32 

John  Wood,    Feb.  23  1794  1 

Eliz.  relict  of  Rd.  Yarburgh,  of  Frampton,...  Mar.  30  1800  80 

SarahPhipps,    May   16  1842  66 

SarahCallow,    Feb.    111738  49 

Adlard  Stukeley,  Esq June   13  1768  . . 

Sarah,  his  wife, Jan.   31  1730  68 

Jonathan  Calthrop,  Gent. . . . , Feb.  27  1711  25 

Richard  BuU,  Gent June  21  1721  68 

Elizabeth  BuU, Jan.    24  1718  42 

Jonathan  Barnard,  Gent Apl.    15  1721  . . 

Ann  Sisson Feb.    16  1833  73 

Thomas  Everson  Harrison, Aug.     8  1795  3 

W.  Everson,  Oct    13  1761  46 

Mary,  his  wife,   Mar.  16  1795  85 

John  Dursthouse, June  1 1  1751  41 

The  pulpit  and  reading  desk  are  placed  in  the  middle 
aisle,  immediately  in  front  of  the  chancel  arch,  and  they 
thereby  totally  exclude  a  view  of  the  altar. 

It  appears  from  the  churchwardens'  accounts,  that 
about  the  year  1 648,  many  of  the  ornaments  of  the 
church  were  sold  according  to  the  injunctions  of  the 
King.  Amongst  these  were  several  tabernacles,  altars, 
images,  and  bell;  also  the  Apostles  coats,  Herod's  coat, 
and  the  coats  of  the  three  Kings  of  Cologne.  The 
families  of  Callow  and  Davey  appear  to  have  been 
purchasers. 
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KIETON. 


*f  Long  be  our  Father's  temple  ours. 

Woe  to  the  hand  by  which  it  falls; 
A  thousand  spirits  watch  its  towers, 

A  cloud  of  angels  guard  its  walls: 
And  be  their  shield  by  us  possessed ; 

Lord,  rear  around  thy  blest  abode. 
The  buttress  of  a  holy  breast. 

The  rampart  of  a  present  God.** 

"The  soke  of  Kirton,  or  more  properly  Drayton, 
according  to  Stnkeley,  was  the  original  estate  and  seat 
of  the  first  Saxon  Kings  and  Earls  of  Mercia;  and  the 
origin  of  the  potent  kingdom  of  that  name.  Adestan 
and  many  otiier  opulent  Saxons,  whose  names  it  would 
be  idle  to  enumerate  here,  possessed  land  in  this  soke. 
In  the  time  of  Edward  the  confessor  it  was  held  by  Earl 
Ralph,  and  at  the  Conquest  was  transferred  principally 
to  Earl  Alan,  who  had  thirty  sokemen  and  sixteen 
Wdar.  in  Kirton,  ^d>  m<u,7  plongfa.,  ,dxte«.  .c».  of 
meadow,  and  two  salt  pans.  Wide  or  Guy  de  Credon, 
however,  possessed  very  considerable  estates  in  Kirton, 
but  the  advowson  of  the  Church  was  vested  in  Earl  Alan. 

*^  The  manor  was  subsequently  escheated  to  the  ctown, 
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and  became  the  property  of  prince  Heni-y  tlie  eldest  son 
of  Henry  ii,  who  applied  it  to  dethrone  his  father. 
''  He  bribed  the  Earl  of  Boloign/'  says  Stukeley,  «  with 
the  donation  of  the  famous  and  rich  soke  of  Kirton,  in 
my  native  country  of  Holland  iti  Lincolnshire/'     The 
manor  with  the  Hall  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
D'EincourtSy  the  last  baron  of  which  line  died  in  the 
reign  of  King  Hemy  VI,  leaving  his  two  sistei^s  coheirs; 
one  of  whom  married  Lord  Cromwell  and  the  other 
Lord  Lovel.     Many  other  noble  and  opulent  families 
have  been  connected  with  Kirton,  as  appears  from  some 
splendid    specimens    of  aims   and    other    decorations 
displayed  in  the  windows  and  details  of  the  old  Church, 
which  have  been  preserved  by  Gough.     The  family  of 
Driby,  mentioned  so  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  I, 
had  property  here,  which  was  in  the  tenure  of  Beatiix 
de  Kirton,  who  also  held  other  lands  in  Ashby  Pueroram 
of  Simon  the   son   of  Robeit  de  Driby  by  military 
service,  and  not  de  Rege.     The  collectors  of  the  scntage 
for  the  armies  of  Scotland  of  the  27th,  31st,  and  34th 
years,  distrained  for  the  said  scutage.     But  because 
she  did  not  hold  her  land  by  knight's  service  immedi^ 
ately  of  the  crown,  the  king,  by  his  writ  directed  to  the 
barons,  ordered  her  to  be  discharged  of  it,  unless  Simon 
de  Driby,  her  lord,  was,  at  the  time  of  those  armies, 
under  age  and  in  the  king's  custody,  for  then  the  king 
would  have  been  entitled  to  her  escutage;  for  by  having 
Simon  in  wardship,  he  became  immediate  lord  to  her.** 

^^  Another  eminent  family,  whose  arms  occupied  a 
consnicuous  situation  in  the  old  duifdi,  with  splendid 
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quarteiings  and  empaUngs,  resided  hero  for  many  cen- 
times. Thonuu  Meeres»  of  KixtoD,  served  tbe  c^ce  of 
high  aheriiff  of  the  county  four  times  between  the  reigns 
of  Henry  VI.  and  Richard  III.  indusiTe;  and  John 
Meeres,  of  Kirton>  once  in  the  reign  of  fSiasabeth. 
Thomas  Meeres  was  retained  as  Eiiight  of  the  Shire 
to  three  Parliamente,  in  the  reign  ^  Henry  VI.  and  to 
six  Parliaments  'as  Member  for  the  city  of  Lincoln^  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  11.  and  Sir  Thomas  Meeres 
occurs  five  times  as  the  Representatiye  o(  the  same  city 
from  1686  to  1710." 

The  following  extract  from  6ough*s  Camden  will 
show  the  names  of  several  families  connected  with  the 
town.  Under  the  great  npper  window  of  the  north 
aisle^  on  a  raised  altar  tomb,  is  a  stone  figure  with  a 
dog  at  its  feet,  and  round  the  verge,  Orate  pro  aia 
JoHANNis  D£  MERIS;  and  ou  an  oak  pew  door  in  the 
north  side  are  these  arms  carved, 

A  fesse  erm.  between  three  waterbougets,  which  belcmged 
to  the  family  of  Meeres,  (originally  of  Meeres,  bul  for  many 
ages  seated  here,)  quartering, 

Three  cinquefoils, ^..., Darcg. 

and  impaling, 
A  tear  de  lis..^ Diffby. 

Crest.    On  a  torse  a  peacock's  tail  expanded. 

On  another  pew  door  in  the  nave,  (and  which  yet  remain,] 
Party  per  bend  A  and  8,  three  mascles  in  bend  counterchanged . 

Crest.  On  a  torse  npon  a  helmet,  a  phienix,  with  a  bell 
over  her,  and  from  her  beak,  A  prendre  a  MOURIE,  for 
Francis  Brown,  Esq.  of  Boson  Hall  here. 
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The  windows  were  beautifully  painted  with  Soqptiire 
Histories^  anns  of  England,  Earls  of  Lincoln,  Onne, 
Meeres,  littlebury,  Burton,  I)igh7>  Dribj,  Johnsoii, 
(of  Spalding,)  Brown,  Ceme,  Bohun,  Clifford,  Beau-* 
champ;  and  over  the  akar,  in  the  east  window,  thii 
uncommon  coat, 

Per  flasqae  G  and  V,  a  lion  rampant  A,  crowned  O,  wittk 
an  annulet  S,  on  his  breast,  or.  ruined  O.  Bulbeek  or  BoMn^ 

In  1710  were  also ;  V  three  bonquedeaus  O.  Another 
like  field,  the  bougets  ermine;  and  on  an  oak  pew  a  water- 
bouget. Johnson. 

And  a  chevron  between  three  escallops Orme. 

Kirton  old  church  was  truly  a  beautiful  and  noUe  vil- 
lage structure,  and  we  need  not  wonder  at  such  an  edifice 
conferring  a  name  on  the  place.  We  should  likewise 
judge  that  it  was  formerly  very  instrumental  in  adding 
to  its  prosperity.  A  view  of  it  is  here  given,  and 
although  the  repair  and  restoration  of  the  new  church 
has  been  done  (considering  the  period)  in  very  good 
taste,  yet  when  we  compare  the  reduced  proportions  of 
the  present  building  with  the  ample  structure  it  has 
superseded,  we  cannot  but  regret  the  neglect,  lukewarm- 
ness,  and  in*eligion  of  those  persons  to  whose  care  it 
was  confided.  How  much  ought  we  also  to  pity  those, 
who  whilst  tliey  could  expend  four  thousand  pounds  in 
building  a  new  tower,  neglected  to  do  that  which 
would  have  cost  merely  a  few  pounds,  and  would 
moreover  have  preserved  the  original  building  entire, 
and  saved  themselves  many  hundreds. 
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The  ground  plan  of  the  present  church  is  a  nave 
with  aisles^  a  chancel^  two  porches,  and  a  tower  steeple 
at  the  west  end. 

The  Tower  is  flanked  by  buttresses  near  the  angles, 
divided  by  water-tables,  and  a  string  course  into  four 
stages.  In  the  first  stages  of  the  two  buttresses  of  the 
west  front  are  niches  with  crocketed  and  finialed  trefoiled 
canopies,  under  which  are  figures  in  drapery;  one  appears 
to  have  been  intended  to  represent  the  founder  of  the 
church,  forheis  sculptured  with  a  small  model  of  abuilding 
in  his  hand.  The  tower  is  also  divided  into  four  stages. 
The  first  in  the  west  front  has  a  door  with  a  pointed  arch 
and  label  springing  from  corbel  heads,  above  this  is  a 
niche  with  an  ogee  crocketed  arch  in  which  is  the  follow- 
ing inscription,  ^^  The  old  tower,  which  before  stood  in 
the  centre,  was  taken  down,  together  with  the  north  and 
south  transepts,  in  the  year  1804,  the  present  tower 
was  erected,  and  the  church  new  modelled,  beautified 
and  completed  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  parish  during 
the  years  1806  to  1810,  and  cost  the  sum  of  £4000. 

W.  IIaywakd,  Architect. 
W.^Sthorpe.   jChurcliwardens." 

In  the  next  stage  is  a  Decorated  window  of  four  lights 
with  trefoiled  tracery,  and  having  quatrefoiled  recesses; 
the  third  stage,  which  is  similar  in  each  of  the  fironts, 
has  in  it  two  small  windows  of  two  lights  each  with 
Decorated  tracery ;  above  these  windows  is  an  ornament- 
ed belt  of  continued  ogee  quatrefoils,  encircling  the  tower 
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walls;  in  the  fourth  and  last  stage  is  a  window,  likewise 
the  same  in  each  front,  of  four  lights  with  Pei^pendicular 
tracery.  The  tower  is  crowned  bj  an  embattled  parapet 
rising  from  a  rich  cornice  of  bosses  and  gurgoyles.  At 
the  angles  are  square  pinnacles  crocketed  and  finialed 
from  which  rise  the  vanes. 

The  architect  to  whose  judgment  and  superintendence 
the  building  of  this  tower  was  entrusted,  had  the  good 
taste  and  veneration  to  preserve  the  windows,  ornaments, 
statues,  &c.  belonging  to  the  old  tower,  and  although  he 
has  i^xed  two  di£ferent  periods  of  Gothic  in  the 
composition,  yet  as  a  whole  the  work  is  highly  creditable 
both  to  him  and  the  churchwardens,  and  harmonizes  in 
appearance  with  the  antiquity  of  the  body  of  the  church. 

The  south  front  of  the  south  aisle  is  pierced  by  six 
windows  of  four  lights  each  with  beautiful  Decorated 
tracery ;  above  these  is  an  embattled  parapet  with  two 
rows  of  blank  shields.  The  west  front  has  in  it  a  blank 
window  and  a  plain  embattled  parapet  with  a  pinnacle 
at  the  angle :  the  east  wall  has  also  a  blank  window,  and 
a  parapet  similar  to  the  south  wall. 

In  the  south  porch  is  an  arch  ornamented  with  four 
tiers  of  mouldings  of  the  very  difficult  workmanship 
which  distinguished  the  Early  English  period  of  Gothic 
Architecture. 

The  north  aisle  is  divided  by  buttresses  of  three  stages 
each  into  seven  bays,  one  of  them  occupied  by  a 
modem  porch,  the  remainder  pierced  by  windows  of 
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three  lights  each,  with  trefoOed  tracery,  the  east  and 
west^fronts  are  sunilar  to  the  opposite  aisle. 

The  clerestorj  of  the  nave  is  very  heautiful,  and 
and  contains  on  each  side  twelve  windows  of  three  lights 
each  with  Perpendicular  tracery;  the  parapet  is  embat- 
tled, ornamented  with  blank  shields,  and  crocheted  and 
finialed  pinnacles. 

The  chancel  has  yery  little  to  attract  the  visitor ;  it 
appears  to  have  been  altered  at  the  time  the  transepts 
were  taken  down.  In  the  south  wall  are  two  windows  of 
four  lights  each,  with  Perpendicular  tracery,  the  east 
window  is  of  five  lights  with  a  Tudor  arch,  with  trefoiled 
tracery  super-mulUoned  and  transomed. 

The  interior  contains  a  handsome  octagonal  font, 
paneled  with  shields  under  trefoiled  arches ;  it)und  the 
base  is  this  inscription,  ''  Orate  pro  aia  Alani  Burton, 
qui  fontem  istum  fieri  fee:  A.  D.  Mccccv."  This  is 
noticed  by  Holies. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  nave  at  the  entrance  of  the 
tower  is  a  fine  Early  English  arch,  with  minutely  carved 
mouldinp,  similar  to  the  arch  of  the  entrance  to  the 
south  aisle :  in  this  wall  is  also  a  niche  with  ogee 
crocheted  and  finisded  canopy.  The  nave  walls  are 
paneled  with  pointed  arches  dnquefoiled,  and  squares 
quatrefoiled.  The  ancient  oak  roof  yet  remains;  it  has 
the  tie-beams  embattled  and  ornamented  with  bosses ; 
between  the  clerestory  windows  are  full-length  figures,  well 
sculptured  in  oak;  these   we  are  happy  to  mentioa 
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have  escaped  the  usual  white-washings  but  from  neglect 
are  now  in  danger  of  falling;  most  of  them  have 
canopies  over  them  delicatelj  carved. 

At  the  west  end  is  a  singing  gallery  on  Ionic  columns; 
the  pulpit  and  pews  are  modem. 

The  chancel  is  raised  two  steps  above  the  nave  floor. 
The  altar,  which  is  a  marble  slab  fixed  on  iron  brackets, 
rises  two  more;  above  the  altar  is  a  painting  of  a  poor 
description. 

Col,  HolUtls  notes. 

Gu.  a  cbevron  or,  betw.  3  combs^  arg.  

Gil.  8  Bars  arg 

Arg.  a  chevron  betw.S  eglets,  a  border  engrailed  sa. 

Ga.  a  lion  rampant an  annulet 

Ak.  a  cross  patonce,  arg 

Az.  a  fesse  betw.  10  billets,  or DeincourU 

Arg.  3  bars  sa.  a  bend,  gu ^ Buschy. 

Gu.  a  cro.s6  sarcely,  arg.  a  bend,  as.  Roberims  BenaUyMileg* 
Sa.  a  chevron,  arg.  betw.  3  crosses  engrailed  erm.  — 

Valentine  Champneys, 

Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  griflSn^s  beads,  erased  gu.    Tilney. 

Arg.  3  hurts  betw.  7  crosses  betony  fitcby,  gu 

Gu.  a  fesse  betw.  3  waterbougets  erm Rogerva 

Meresy  Miles, 
The  Hurtes  and  crosses  fitehy. 

Johes  Meres  Miles  et  ejus  nomiois  compluris  in  diversis 
Fenestris. 

n«  ..♦    1   fGu.  a  fesse  betw.  3  waterbougets,  erm Meres, 

yuarterlyJQ^  3  roses,  arg Cleymond. 

Arg.  a  bend  betw.  6  martlets,  or. ........     Tempest. 
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'  Arg.  a  fesse  daunce^  betw.  6  billets  ga.  De  la  LawL 

Meres. 

Tempest. 

^Arg.  a  cross  betw.  4  falcons^  beads  erased,  gu 

Quarterly  Tert.  and  gu.  over  all  a  lion  rampant. 


Quarterly 


In  Littlebury^s  Isle,* 

Fenestra  anstralis  Titreate  Henricom  Astey^  Militem  et' 
Aliciam  uxorem  ejus. 

Ibidem  Insignia  Meres,  Cleymand,  et  Billety,  a  cross 
betony  fitcby. 

Emnaled  J^^*  *  fesse  betw.  3  waterbougets,  enn Meres. 

^^        |Or.  2  pallets  gu.  a  canton,  enn , 

F      aled  1^^*  ^  pallets  gu.  a  canton,  erm 

P         \Or.  a  tesse  betw.  3  waterbougets,  erm Meres. 

Orate  pro  aia  Alani  Burton  qui  istum  fontem  fecit  fieri. 

Gilda  Sciscorum, — Oilda  Textri,  cumFratemitasSce.  Helene 
Kirketon  Marketstede,  et  Meres  Skeldich;  Witlitigtanj 
Endike  et  Kirketon  Holme. 

The  church  now  contains  the  foEowing  inscriptions ; 

Hicjacet  Antonius  Conie  de  Kirton  generosi  qui  obiit 
12  die  Novembris  A.D.  1589,  et  Bridget  uxor  ejus  quae  obiit 
die  3  Aprilis  Ano.  Dni.  1589. — Memoria  justi  est  benedicta^ 

Prov  10.  /-fi.        ? 

Chancel.  pj^^^   ^ge. 

Jane  wife  of  Edward  Watson,  Gent... May  27  1806  34 

William  Watson,  Gent Feb.     1  1805  73 

Mary  Watson,  relict, Dec.  14  1805  70 

Dixon  Colby,  M.  D Nov.  21  1756  77 

Elizabeth  his  wife, Oct.  21  1739  59 

♦  "Sir  Humphrey  Littlebury,  Lord  of  Littlebury,  was  bom, 
in  1346.  He  married  Elizabeth »  daughter  and  heiress  of 
8ir  John  Kirton,  knight.  Lord  of  Kirton.  Their  tombs  are  in 
Holbeach  Church. 
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Died.  Age 

Martha  Tuckney,  Aug.     4  1707  ., 

Samuel  Bridge,  Apr.  30  1657 

Pickering,  Colby,  Gent Oct.     5  1686  .. 

Maria  his  wife,  Mar.  29  1695 

Anna  Pixon,  Oct.  22  1700  .. 

Dixon  Colby, Dec.  14  1733  22 

Matthew  Robinson,  Vicar,  June  13  1745  32 

Matthew,  son,  (late  of  Holbeach,  Surg.)   Jan.  24  1772  28 

Elizabeth,  Mother  of  Rev.  M.  Robinaon^  ^%*  S8  1768  76 

William  Taylor, interred,  Feb,     1  1788  58 

Martha,  Wife  of  J.  Gregson, May    9  1723  50 

Martha,  Wife  of  John  Forman,  Dec.  12  1737  38 

Samuel  Warner,    Not.  26  1752  30 

Nave. 

Abigail,  Wife  of  Richard  Harvey, Nov.  26  1795  64 

Mary  Harvey Apr.     3  1780  15 

Mary  Ayre, May  23  1779  58 

Mary  Baley,  Nov.     1  1763  68 

George  Ault,  interred,  Aug.  15  1742  41 

Elizabeth  Ayscough,    May  25  1780  77 

ThcAnas  Heslop,  fellow  of  Bennet,  Coll. 

Cambridge,  and  minister  here, Aug.  39  1778  26 

Clement  Higdon,    Apr.    1  1808  9 

Mary  Ann  Higdon,  Sep.  25  1810  5 

Harriet  Higdon, Oct.  10  1797  .... 

Mary  Ann  Higdon,    Oct.  27  1797  18m 

Charlotte  Higdon,   Nov.     I  1797  3 

Harriet  Higdon,    June  16  1802  7m 

George  Higdon,    June    5  1804  2 

James  Ellis,   Nov.  25  1781  39 

Sarah,  infant  daughter  of  J.  &  M.  Dods,  Dec.    1  1800  1 
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"  They  lie  in  yalleys  buried  deep. 

They  stud  the  barren  hills  5 
They're  mirrur  d  where  proud  rivers  sweep. 

And  by  the  humbler  rills  3 
A  blessing  on  each  holy  fane. 

Wherever  they  may  stand } 
With  open  door  for  rich  and  poor. 

The  Churches  of  our  Land.** 

Leake  church  consists  of  a  nave  with  aisles^  two 
porches,  a  chancel,  and  a  tower  steeple.  The  following 
extract  from  an  old  register  relates  to  the  latter, 
'^  Leake  Steeple  was  begun  to  be  bnilded  a.  n.  1400, 
and  was  finished  a.  d.  1547,  so  that  it  was  in  building 
67  years.  The  sum  of  money  received  by  the  Church- 
wardens during  all  the  time  of  the  building  thereof, 

amounted  to  £369.  14s.  lOd.  or  thereabouts." 

« 
It  is  a  heavy  and  ill-proportioned  structure,  and  ap- 
pears by  the  thickness  of  the  walls  to  have  been  intended 
at  first  to  be  much  higher,  but  by  some  circumstance 
caused  to  be  prematurely  finished.  It  has  buttresses  at 
the  angles  in  seven  stages ;  in  the  west  front  is  a  low 
pointed  entrance ;  above  is  a  large  window  of  six  lights 

with  Perpendicular  tracery  trefoiled;  and  a  belfzy  window 

2u 


2  LEAKE. 

the  same  in  each  front,  with  three  lights;  the  parapet  is 
embattled,  ornamented  with  gargoyles. 

The  south  wall  of  the  South  Aisle  has  in  it  three 
windows  of  three  lights  each,  with  pointed  arches  without 
tracery,  and  a  window,  of  three  lights  with  ogee  arches, 
dnquefoiled,  and  Perpendicular  tracery,  trefoiled;  with  a 
label  springing  from  corbel  heads.  In  the  east  wall  is  a 
late  Decorated  window  of  three  lights,  with  ogee 
quatrefoiled  tracery;  on  each  side  the  entrance  door  of 
this  aisle  is  a  niche,  and  there  is  also  another  above  the 
apex  of  the  arch. 

The  North  Aisle  has  a  window  in  tbe  east  wall  similar 
to  the  above,  and  three  others  in  the  north  wall,  of  the 
same  design.  In  the  latter  is  a  window  of  two  lights, 
trefoiled,  with  a  square  head,  and  another  of  three  lights, 
with  Perpendicular  cinquefoiled  tracery,  having  a  label 
springing  from  corbel  heads,  one  representing  a  man 
playing  the  bag^pipes,  the  other  a  woman  with  the 
harpsichord;  in  the  west  end  is  a  window  of  three  Ughts^ 
trefoiled. 

The  clerestory  of  the  Nave  is  divided  on  each  side  by 
buttresses  into  six  bays;  each  buttress  is  ornamented 
with  a  niche  having  a  canopy  richly  carved  with  projecting 
pedestals,  underneath  which  ai'e  blank  shields,  and  small 
quatrefoiled  circles.  These  buttresses  terminate  in  croch- 
eted and  finialed  pediments  filled  in  with  tracery ;  the 
clerestory  windows  are  six  in  number  in  each  front,  of  two 
lights  each,  with  Decorated  and  Perpendicular  tracery 
alternately;  the  parapet  is  plain  with  a  good  cornice 
filled  with  curiously-sculptured  bosses. 
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At  the  south  east  angle  of  the  nave  is  an  octagonal 
rood  turret  crowned  hy  acrocketed  and  finialed  pinnacle; 
the  east  wall  is  ornamented  with  a  parapet  of  pierced 
quatrefoils^  and  at  the  apex  is  the  shaft  of  a  cross. 

The  south  side  of  the  Chancel  has  four  windows  of 
three  lights  each,  with  the  cheap  substitute  for  Gothic 
tracery,  intersecting  arches;  these  windows  were  formerly 
filled  with  beautiful  Perpendicular  tracery,  which  how- 
ever could  not  stand  against  the  improvements  of  modem 
times.  Between  these  windows  are  buttresses  of  two 
stages  ending  in  finialed  pediments.  With  the  exception 
of  a  small  door  for  the  priest  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel 
is  similar;  the  east  end  has  neither  window  nor  cross. 

•  * 

This  tjhurch  appear^  to  occupy  the  site  of  one  in  the 
Norman  style^  for  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  nave 
in  the  interior  are  some  remains  of  that  date;  the  aisles 
are  separated  from  the  nave  by  six  pointed  arches  on 
clustered  pillars  of  a  late  Decorated  period^  of  a  similar 
design  to  those  in  St.  Botolph's  Churchy  Boston. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  nave  is  a  plain  octagonal  Font 
with  an  ogee  wooden  cover,  here  is  also  the  efligy  of 
a  knight  sculptured  in  alabaster.  Two  of  these  figures 
are  mentioned  by  Holies,  although  he  appears  to  have 
been  doubtful  as  to  whom  they  were  intended  to  represent. 

In  the  south  aisle  is  a  curious  octagonal  poor  box.  It 
is  very  seldom  these  boxes  are  now  met  with  in  our 
churches,  although  the  84th  canon  of  the  Church  of 
England  directs  that  ^^  The  churchwardens  shall  provide 
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and  have  within  three  months  after  the  publishing  of 
these  constitations,  a  strong  chest  with  a  hole  in  the 
upper  part  thereof^  to  be  provided  at  the  charge  of  the 
parish^  (if  there  be  none  such  already  provided,)  which 
chest  they  shall  set  and  fasten  in  the  most  convenient 
place,  to  the  intent  the  parishioners  may  put  into  it 
their  alms  for  their  poor  neighbours/* 

The  chancel  rises  one  step  above  the  nave.  On  the 
south  side  of  the  arch  are  the  rood  stairs.  In  the  south 
wall  are  three  sedilia  with  ogee  dnquefoiled  arches,  and 
near  them'  a  lavatory ;  these  have  been  cleaned  of  the 
whitewash  and  paint  with  which  for  many  years  they 
were  clouded.  In  the  north  wall  is  a  lockyer,  still  used. 
The  altar  screen  is  of  the  Ionic  order,  with  fluted 
pilasters,  paneling,  and  a  broken  pediment. 


Col.  Holies'  notes  on  this  church  are  as  follows. 

Appropriatio  Collegii  Cantelupe  in  Civit.  Lincoln. 

In  Cancelh  in  muro  in  ausiraU. 

Tumulus  lapidem  cum  effigie  militis  tibiis  in  cmcem 
transversus » Ledk^  ut  dicitur. 

Altera  effigies  alabastrina.in  medio  cancelli,  Thamwarthy 
ut  didtur. 

quondam 

Rector  Ecclie  de  Leek  et  Fundator  istius  Chori,  qui  obiit 

Ano.  Dni.  1332. 

Depicta  sup.  Mnrum. 

^Arg.  a  fesse  a  dauncee  betw.  3)    ^.  .. 

Q      telvl-     cockatrices'  heads  erased  sa.     J    -« '»««*««^^*- 

wuar    r  y  j-q^^  ^  garbs  arg.  a  border  sa.  bezanty. 

{Clentent,  ut  opinor.) 
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Eadcm  insignia  sepius  sup.  sedolum  ex  sinistra  cancelli 
cumpluribusfascibosLilioruni.    Circumscript    Me  PLEST 

BENE.* 

Ex  opporito  sedula  Leek^  ei  supra  depict 
Arg.  a  chief  gu.  over  all  a  bend  engrail*d  az.  Leake  of  Leake. 

In  fenestra  australis  navis* 
Empaled.    Quarterly.    France  and  England,  Naples. 

In  Campanilu 
Arg.  a  saltier,  on  a  chief  G.  3  escallops  of  the  first.  TaiJboye. 

ktf^.  a  chief  Gu.  over  all  abendaz Cromwell, 

Cheeky,  or.  and  gu.  a  chief  erm TaieshaU. 

Benefactores  ad  constmccoem  ejasdem. 


An  old  tomb  witli  the  following  inscription  appears  to 
have  escaped  the  observation  of  CoL  Holies : 

Agnes  fil:  Dni:  Humfridi  de  Patrington  qaonda:  vicarii 
istias  ecclie  qui  obiit  XVI  kal:  Septemb:  Ano.  Dni.  MCCC 
nonagesima. 

There  are  the  foUowing  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

Died    Age, 

Richard  Gilbert,  Esq.  Leverton May  13  1760    75 

Eliiabeth,  his  wife Sep.      8  1723    31 

Elisabeth  Biisbury interred  Feb.     1  1720    55 

Dymoke  Derby ditto    Jan.    28  1701 

Ducas  Derby,  interred  on  his  right  hand  Dec.  31  1701 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Richard  Pariabean  ....  Feb.  14  1701 

Mary,  daughter, Feb.  19  1701 

John  Derby,  in  St.  Lawrence  Churcli 

Yard,  Norwich Aug.    2  1701 


..•• 


•*•• 


*  ••* 


••«. 


'^m^m^^  m 


*  This  coat  of  anns  is  yet  preserved  in  the  Vicarage.     It  is 
painted  upon  thin  oak  boards,  in  a  very  decayed  state. 
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Died.    Age. 

John  Williamson   Mar.     4  1700  .... 

Richard  Skynner  Feb,      3  1712  81 

Rev.  G.  Harrison^  minister  29  years    Nov.   30  1796  75 

Joseph  Harrison 6 

John  Crouchly  Harrison 20 

Kitty  Harrison 15 

Mrs.  Harrison,  died  at  Liverpool,  and 

was  interred  in  Warrington  old  Church,  Dec.    IG  1801  .... 

Jacob  Conington,  minister  18  years Feb.     4  1719  .... 

Abigail  his  wife Nov.  19  1739  77 

Abigail  Conington Dec.     2  1701  .... 

ThefuHowing  is  a  Ihi  of  the  Vicars  of  Leake. 

Thomas  Colvil   1458 

Allan  Read    1403 

Thomas  ColvU,  died  1473 

JohnColvU 1482 

John  Green   1493 

John  Green 1627 

Thomas  Brown   1596 

Anthony  Wilson 1616 

Edward  Heywood 1631 

Henry  Conington 1648 

WilUam  Wright 1653 

Jacob  CoDiDgton 1693 

Skinner  Baily 1729 

John  Parker  1764 

George  Harrison  1777 

R  Holgate 1796 

Wilson  Banks    1811 

John  Butt^  formerly  master  of  Uppingham  school,  1812 
Henry  Barfoot,  formerly  second  master  of  the  same,  1831 
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Donatio  Vicarise  de  Leek. 
Tempore  Domini  Johannis  Rockingham  olim  Episcopi 
Liucolnias,  quicoepit  pre  esse  Ecclesise  eathedrali  beatse  Marias 
Virginis  Lincolniae  7mo.  die  Kal,  Julii  1366. 

Portione  vicarii  pertinente  diets  Ecclesiae  de  Leek  sal?ft 
dedit^  pariter  excepta,  quam  quidem  portionem  in  summa 
petitionis  infra  scripts  de  fructibos  ejusdem  Ecdesias 
pcrcipiendum  Tolumus,  ordinamus  decemimus  et  declaramus 
debere  consistere  in  perpetuum. 

Imprimis  ne  oriatar  materia  dissentionis  et  discordiae  inter 
dilectos  filios  custodem  et  Collegium  Capellanorum  unius 
Cantariee  infra  clausum  Ecdesias  nostras  Lincolnse  factae  et 
ipsum  Ticarium  ordiuamus  quod  Vicarius  qui  pro  tempore 
ibidem  fuerit  ad  dictam  Vicariam  per  dictum  custodem  et 
collegium  praesentatus  et  ad  eandem  admissus  ad  omnia 
opera  dictae  Ecclesiae  incumbenti  et  subeunda  percipiat 
singulis  annis  de  fructibus  Ecclesiae  de  Leek  ante  diets 
quadraginta  marcas  Sterlingorum  per  manus  custodis  et 
coUegii  ad  quatuor  anni  terminos  per  aequales  portiones 
persolvendas,  viz.  ad  festum  sancti  Michaelis  Archangeli 
decem  marcas,  ad  festum  natalis  Domini,  decern  marcas,  ad 
festum  Pascuad  decem  marcas,  ad  festum  veras  annuncintionis 
sancti  Johannis  Baptistae  decem  marcas  sine  delatione 
ulteriori.  Et  dictus  vicarius  qui  pro  tempore  fuerit  in 
eadem  omnia  onera,  ordinaria  et  6tiam  extraordinaria  pro 
rata  suae  portionis  sublet  et  perpetno  supportabit,  refectione 
Cancelli  diets  Ecclesise  dunaxat  excepta  quam  ad  dictum 
custodem  et  Capellanos  diets  Cautaris  Tolumus  et 
ordinamus  perpetuis  temporibus  pertinere. 

Item  Yolumus  et  ordinamus  statuimus  et  discemimus  quod 
Vicarius  diets  vicaris  qui  erit  pro  tempore  habeat  in 
perpetuum  infra  Rectoriam  diets  Ecclesis  Mansionem 
congruam  et  sufficientem  ubi  perpetuo  habitabit. 
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Potestatem    autem   porttonem   dicte    Vicaria    addendi, 

diminuendi  et  si  quid  in  permissis  obscuram  vel  ambiguum 

Gontigerit  illnd  declarandi  et  interpretandi    sapplendi   et 

corrigendi  nobis  successoribus  suLb  et  Capitulo  nostro  Lin- 

colnis  qaoties  opus  fiierit  expressere  servamus.     Quorum 

omnium    testimonium    Sigillum    nostrum   prflesentibus   ut 

appensum,  dat  quoad  consig^tionem  apud  Bougden  6to  dei 

Juniii  anno  Domini   1366  et    nostrae  consecrationis  4to. 

Hec  copia  extracta  fuit  regesterio  Domini  Episcopi 

Lincolnis  et  examinata  23to  die  Maii   A.  D.    1688. 

Sumptibus  propriis  Jacobi  Conington  clerici  et  Eeclesis 

diets  VicariL 

Johanni  Walker  Notar  publicus. 

There  were  two  chantries  in  this  parish,  one  of  which 
was  called  ''the  great  or  Multon  chantry/'  the  other 
"St  Lawrence's  chantry. '* 

The  following  were  Chaplains  qf  the  MulUm  Chantry, 

Thomas  Paynson  1459 

Richard  Robins 1403 

ThomaB  Paynson  1510 

Sir  William  Curtis 1516—17 

Thomas  Paynson   1529 

St.  Lawrence's  Chantry,  now  called  the  Moat-Honse 
is  situated  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  eastward  from 
the  churchy  on  the  low  road  leading  from  Benington  to 
Wrangle. 

Derby  Hall,  which  was  the  residence  of  the  family  of 
that  name  (whose  arms  so  often  occm*  in  Holies'  notes,) 
was  situated  near  the  Chantry. 


ST.  HELENA'S  CHURCH,  LEVERTON. 
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"  Half  screened  by  its  trees  in  the  Sabbath's  oahn  smile^ 

The  Church  of  our  Fathers,  how  meekly  it  stands ! 
O^  villagers,  gaze  on  the  old  hallowed  pile. 

It  was  dear  to  their  hearts,  it  was  raised  by  their  hands. 
Who  loves  not  the  place  where  they  worshipped  their  God 

Who  loves  not  the  ground  where  their  ashes  repose. 
Dear  even  the  daisy  that  blooms  on  the  sod. 

For  dear  is  the  dust  out  of  which  it  arose." 

**  St.  Helena''  (to  whom  this  church  is  dedicated^) 
was  of  British  extraction^  and  hj  some  recorded  as  the 
daughter  of  Coel,  Duke  or  King  of  Colchester,  of 
which  he  was  the  alleged  founder,  whence  its  name 
Coel-caester  or  Colchester.  She  was  married  to  Con- 
stantine,  who  had  become  passionately  enamoured  of  her, 
though  after  having  borne  him  a  son  she  was  for  some 
reason  divorced  and  sent  to  Britain.  When  her  son 
assumed  the  imperial  dignity  St.  Helena  was  recalled,  and 
by  her  virtue  and  piety  prepared  the  mind  of  that  noble 
champion  of  the  christian  cause  to  receive  those  mystic 
truths  for  which  he  has  been  held  in  just  veneration. 
At  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  she  visited  the  Holy 
Land,  desirous  of  contemplating  the  spot  which  had 
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been  sanctified  by  the  death  of  the  Saviour  of  the  vrorld, 
and  by  His  miraculous  resurrection  from  the  tomb. 
The  chapel  that  had  been  built  by  Adrian,  and  dedicated 
to  the  Pagan  Venus,  on  purpose  to  profane  that  sacred 
spot,  soon  was  levelled  with  the  dust,  and  the  eager 
desire  of  viewing  the  original  monuments  of  our 
redemption  prompted  every  possible  exertion  for  gratify- 
ing that  amiable  propensity.  Deep  in  the  ground  at 
length  three  crosses  were  discovered,  and  the  fervent 
piety  of  those  who  laboured  in  the  holy  work  instantly 
recognized  them  as  those  on  which  our  Saviour  fulfilled 
the  glorious  purpose  of  salvation,  and  on  which  the  two 
thieves  at  the  same  time  suffered  death.  The  corpse  of 
a  female  sometime  defuact  was  placed  iJtemately  upon 
the  three  corpses;  the  two  first  that  were  tried  produced 
not  any  efiect,  but  the  third  instantly  raised  the  body 
into  a  state  of  re-animation.  Over  the  spot  where  had 
been  revealed  the  holy  sepulchre,  the  prudent  emperor 
(Constantino  the  great,)  raised  a  superb  edifice,  but  the 
clergy  had  first  taken  from  the  ground  the  nails,  the 
lance,  the  crown  of  thorns,  the  pillar  at  which  our 
Saviour  was  scourged,  and  distributed  among  the  devout.'' 

*'  From  the  earliest  ages  of  Christianity  the  cross  has 
very  naturally  been  made  the  emblem  of  our  holy  failh. 
It  was  the  private  mark  or  signal  by  which  the  christians 
used  to  distinguish  each  other  among  the  Pagan 
adversaries  during  the  times  of  persecution,  and  it  is 
yet  the  sign  with  which  all  christiau  churches  however 
widely  differing  in  other  respects  mark  those  who  are 
{admitted  to  the  benefits  of  baptism/* 
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• 

^<  Wherever  the  Gospel  was  first  spread^  a  pious  care 
caused  crosses  to  be  erected  as  standards^  aroimd  which 
the  faithful  might  assemble.  Every  town  had  its  cross, 
at  which  engagements  worldly  or  religious  were  entered 
into.  Every  church-yard  had  one  whereon  to  rest  the 
bodies  of  the  deceased,  from  which  the  preacher  gave 
his  lessons  upon  the  mutability  of  life.  At  the  turning 
of  every  public  road  was  a  cross.  The  boundaries  of 
every  parish  were  distinguished  by  crosses ;  all  grants 
from  sovereigns,  all  gifts  to  the  church,  all  endowments 
were  alike  marked  by  the  cross.  The  Herald  resorted 
to  this  emblem  as  an  inexhaustible  source,  varying  it 
in  iTorm  and  size.  The  aims  and  mottoes  of  numerous 
ancient  families  bear  evidence  to  this  £abct  It  is  yet  the 
practice  amongst  those  who  cannot  write  to  substitute  a 
eross  for  their  names ;  the  Puritans  however  would  not 
even  suffer  tlus>  and  substituted  a  mark  resembling  a  T.'* 

"  Yet  we  win  not  conceal  the  precious  cross^ 
Like  men  ashamed:  the  sun  with  his  first  smile 
Shall  greet  that  symbol  crowning  the  low  pile; 
And  the  fresh  air  of  incense-breathing  mom 
Shall  wooingly  embrace  it;  and  green  moss 
Creep  round  its  arms  through  centuries  unborn." 

The  ground  plan  of  this  church  consists  of  a  nave 
with  aisles^  a  chancel  with  a  small  chapel  or  revestry  on 
the  south  side,  a  tower  steeple  at  the  west  end,  and  a 
south  porch. 

The  west  front  of  the  Tower  has  a  low  entrance,  above 
which  is  a  fine  window  of  four  lights,  with  good  Perpen- 
dicular tracery;  over  this  is  abelfiy  window,  the  same  in 
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each  front,  of  three  lights;   divided  by  a  transom  into 
two  stages. 

The  Nave  of  the  church  had  formerly  no  clerestoiy. 
The  present  one  was  added  in  1 728,  and  has  greatly  to 
disfigured  the  edifice,  being  entirely  out  of  character, 
and  built  of  brick.  The  south  aisle  has  in  the  east  wall 
a  window  of  three  Ughts,  having  ogee  arches  trefoiled 
with  quatrefoiled  tracery;  the  tracery  of  the  west  window 
has  been  destroyed;  in  the  south  wall  are  four  windows 
with  square  heads  of  three  lights  each  with  trefoiled 
tracery. 

The  North  Aisle  has  a  window  in  the  east  wall  of  three 
lights  with  Perpendicular  tracery;  the  tracery  of  the 
west  window  of  this  aisle  has  also  been  destroyed;  the 
north  wan  contains  two  square-headed  windows  si;dlar 
to  those  in  the  opposite  aisle,  and  one  of  three  lights 
cinquefoiled,  under  a  low  pointed  arch. 

The  Chapel  has  been  a  beautiful  little  building.  In 
the  south  wall  are  two  windows  with  square  heads  of  two 
lights  trefoiled,  in  the  east  wall  is  a  window  with  pointed 
arch,  robbed  of  its  tracery;  the  apices  of  the  east  and 
west  walls  are  surmounted  by  handsome  crosses^  on 
which  our  Saviour  is  delicately  carved.  At  the  angles  are 
buttresses  of  two  stages  ending  in  pediments  crocketed 
and  finialed. 

The  Chancel  is  the  most  attractive  part  of  the  edifice; 
the  north  and  south  walls  are  divided  by  buttresses  into 
three  bays,  each  bay  is  pierced  by  a  window  of  three 
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liglits  with  Perpendicular  cinquefoiled  tracery;  the  east 
wall  contains  a  very  handsome  window  of  five  lights 
with  good  Perpendicular  tracery. 

Clustered  pillars  of  a  late  Decorated  date,  and  very 
similar  in  design  to  those  in  Boston  and  Fishtoft  Churches, 
support  five  pointed  arches  which  mark  the  distinction 
between  the  nave  and  aisles.  At  the  east  end  of  the 
south  aisle  there  appears  to  have  been  a  chantry  chapel,  for 
here  are  two  trefoiled  niches  with  crocketed  and  finialed 
pediments;  a  pedestal;  and  a  holy-water  stoup.  At 
the  west  end  of  the  nave  is  a  Font  ornamented  as  that  in 
Freiston  church,  although  without  its  beautiful  coverj^ 
it  is  raised  on  a  basement  of  three  steps;  on  the  north 
and  west  sides  are  stoles  or  seats. 

The  Chancel  is  still  separated  from  the  body  of  the 
church  by  the  remains  of  a  Perpendicular  screen  in  five 
compartments,  having  ogee  arches  filled  in  with  cinque- 
foiled tracery  with  featherings.  Two  rows  of  the 
ancient  seats  are  ranged  along  the  north  and  south  sides 
with  carved  poppy  heads,  these  seats  are  raised  on  a 
stone  basement  ornamented  with  pierced  quatrefoils  and 
Decorated  tracery  trefoiled.  In  the  south  wall  are 
sedilia  for  three  priests ;  these  are  richly  ornamented, 
and  having  been  cleaned  of  their  whitewash  by  the 
Rector  their  beautiful  car\dng  is  seen  to  great  advantage. 
In  the  seat  next  the  to  east  end  is  a  lockyer  opening 
into  the  revestry. 

In  the  east  widl  are  two  pedestals  for  statues;  the 
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altar  rises  three  steps  above  tlie  floor,  in  wliicli  are  still 
a  few  of  the  old  encaustic  tiles,  although  quite  plain. 

In  Domesday  a  church  is  mentioned  as  existing  in 
this  parish,  which  was  probably  built  by  Lcofric,  Saxon, 
Earl  of  Merda,  from  whom  the  parish  derives  its  name. 

Leofric  was  Duke  of  Mercia.  His  son  Algar  suc- 
ceeded Earl  Goodwin  as  governor  of  the  East  Angles. 
His  grandsons,  Morcar  and  Edwin  strongly  opposed 
the  invasion  of  William  the  Conqueror,  and  joined  those 
who  resisted  his  power  and  retiied  to  Uie  isle  of  Ely, 
then  sunounded  by  a  morass,  wliich  however  did  not 
eflFectually  protect  them.  Morcar  was  lord  of  Bourn,  and 
is  said  to  have  defeated  Tosto,  second  Earl  son  of  Earl 
Goodwin,  who  made  an  attempt  on  the  Lincolnshiie 
Coast,  about  the  year  1055.  Edwin  possessed  large 
estates  in  Yorkshire,  which  were  afterguards  given  by 
William  the  conqueror  to  Alan  his  nephew,  as  more 
particularly  stated  in  our  account  of  Boston,  page  1 1 . 

Dr.  Stukeley  says  that  this  town  had  its  name  from 
Leofric  "  who  was  a  potent  man  thereabouts  at  the  time 
of  the  Norman's  coming,  and  gave  to  the  town  much 
common; — his  deed  of  gift  is  now  in  possession  of  the 
Rev.  and  worthy  Vicar,  Mr.  Wm.  Falkner,  which  I 
have  seen."     This  deed  is  now  lost. 

In  this  parish  were  formerly  two  distinct  rectories, 
called  the  north  and  south  medieties,  and  the  tythes  of 
the  whole  parish  were  equally  divided  between  the  two 
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rectors.  It  had  also  two  separate  parsonage  houses,  and 
according  to  tradition,  two  churches,  one  of  which,  it  is 
said,  was  swallowed*  up  hy  the  sea.  On  the  16th  of 
May,  1800,  an  act  of  parliament  was  passed  for  the 
consolidation  of  the  two  medieties. 

Col.  Holies'  notes  upon  this  church  are  as  follows. 

In  Fenestra  orientali  Cancelli. 

Ou.3garb«arg.abordersa.bexautefi,{'^«*^^^^i^*«- 

Vitriumque  in  Cancello. 

Pur  Tamour  de  Jhesu  Christ 
Priez  pur  luy  q  moy  fatre  fist. 

Orate  pro  aia  Johis  Clement 
A  Matilda  nxoiis  ejus. 


The  old  tomhs  appear  to  have  been  removed  from 
their  original  situations  and  placed  side  by  side  in  the 
ante-church.  On  one  of  them  is  carved  a  very  handsome 
cross;  the  inscription  however  is  so  much  obliterated 
that  we  could  not  ascertain  the  name. 

In  the  Chancel  Floor. 

I        1  A  {^^^  crowned  lions DymoJie. 

™P    c  •  1^  chevron  between  3  mullets Danvers, 

^^  Here  lies  the  body  of  Eliz.  daughter  of  Thomas  Danvers, 
of  Upton  and  Calthrop,  in  com.  Oxon.  Esq.  who  by  Nicholas 
Dymoke,  of  North  Kyme,  in  com.  Lincoln,  Esq.  her  first 
husband,  had  issue  Sir  Edward  Dymoke,  Knight,  who 
performed  the  office  of  champion  at  the  coronation  of  King 
Charles  the  II.  She  died  about  the  year  1640  ^ 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Rectors  of  this  parish, 

William  Newton,  died  16th  November,    1645 

Henry  Peacham,     .! (a.  d.)  1605 

Edward  Greathead,   

Francis  Bowman,  1638 

John  Whiting,  (buried  11th  Oct.  1689)  1649 

R.  Edwards, 1691 

Edmund  Pinchbeck,  (no  date)  

Wm.  Falkner  (buried  21st  Dec.  1727)     1708 

Richard  Falkner,  (buried  14  Feb.  1780,   JEi.  74 

Henry  Linton,  North  Mediety  1784 

Samuel  Partridge,  M.  A.  South  Mediety 1784 

John  Cdpam,  M.  A.  South  Mediety 1797 

J.  Gaitskill,    1835 

Bells. 

1.  1812. 

2.  Tobie  Norris  made  me,  and  the  rest  of  my  fellows  as 

you  may  see,  1635. 

3.  El.  Beading,  Ri.  Moauke,  Ri.  Lawes,  Jo.  Oreene,  1635. 

4.  Bowitan,  Pinchbeck,  Bectobs  Clay  al  Muckbody. 

Upon  the  cover  of  the  chalice,  or  sacramental  cup, 
belonging  to  this  church  is  engraved  a  lever  and  a  tun, 
evidently  denoting  in  hieroglyphic  characters  the  name 
of  the  village.  Lever-ton.  Above  the  figures  is  the 
date  1569. 
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**  Still  points  the  tower,  and  pleads  the  bell. 

The  solemn  arches  breathe  in  stone. 
Window  and  wall  have  lips  to  tell. 

The  mighty  faith  of  days  unknown.*' 

This  Church  consists  of  a  South  Porch,  a  Nave  with 
Aisles,  a  Spire  Steeple,  and  a  Chancel. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  walls  are  built  of  brick.  The 
south  wall  of  the  South  Aisle  is  pierced  by  two  modem 
semi-circular  headed  windows.  In  the  east  end  is  a 
Perpendicular  window  of  three  lights.  The  North  Aisle 
contains  four  Perpendicular  windows  of  two  lights 
cinquefoiled,  and  an  entrance  arch,  blocked  up.  The 
Clerestory  of  the  Nave  (which  is  white-washed),  contains 
on  each  side,  eight  square-headed  windows  of  two  cinque- 
foiled lights ;  the  tower  is  built  of  brick,  and  is  supported 
by  diagonal  buttresses  of  three  stages.  In  the  west 
front  is  a  Perpendicular  window  of  two  lights,  divided 
by  a  transom ;  above  this  is  a  small  quatrefoiied  light, 
the  same  in  each  front.  The  bell-chamber  is  pierced  in 
each  wall  by  a  window  of  two  lights  trefoiled,  with  a 
quatrefoiied  recess.  The  parapet  is  embattled,  orna- 
mented with  gurgoyles;  the  Spire  is  constructed  of 
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stone^  octagonal  in  plan,  and  is  pierced  by  a  range  of 
four  windows  of  two  lights. 

The  Chancel  has  in  the  south  wall  a  priests'  door  and 
a  window  of  two  lights  :  the  opposite  wall  is  pierced  by 
a  similar  window.  In  the  east  end  is  a  window  of  three 
lights  dnquefoiled. 

The  interior  contains  a  plain  octagonal  Font;  the 
Nave  is  separated  from  the  Aisles  by  four  pointed 
arches  on  Early  English  pillars ;  the  ancient  oak  roof 
remains,  having  an  ornamented  tie-beam  and  cornice 
with  sculptured  figures. 

Here  is  a  massive  pulpit  beautifully  Inlaid^  of  the 
Anglo-Italian  style,  with  an  elegant  canopy,  and  dated 
1 702.  This  is  said  to  have  been  erected  at  the  expence 
of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Bushby  oi  flogging  notorie^, 
although  he  died  in  1695.  He  was  bom  atLutton  in 
1 606,  and  according  to  Stukely  was  educated  by  the 
Welbys,  and  completed  bis  studies  at  Oxford,  and  when 
elevated  to  the  Head  Mastership  of  Westminster 
School,  he  beautified  the  church  in  his  native  village, 
and  founded  a  School  there.  In  the  floor  of  the  Nave 
is  a  flat  stone  with  an  inscription  in  Church  Text  on  a 
purfled  fillet,  to  the  following  effect : — 

Hie  jacet  Anna  et  Agnes  qndm  uxoris  Johis  Chilton,  qo. 

queda  Anna  obiit  Ano.  Dni.  Mcccc   Agnes  obiit 

Ano.  Dni.  mcccc deus  omnipotetis Amen. 

This  stone  has  originally  had  two  full  length  human 
figures  carved  in  the  outline  in  the  centre,  but  they  are 
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Bettdy  difil«rated,  ind  tUs  inscnptiegu  has  b^ea  subBti- 

tnted  in  their  place: 

Hie  jacet  Rachel  uxor  BeviUi  Wymberley  Oeii«  qvm  obill 
qaaitsfr  die  Octobris  1704^  letatis  san  anno  Ticessimo  quinto 
IImos  posuU  maritiw  pietate,  charitote  et  eastitate  oxorem 
diaiissiiaatD* 

At  the  west  end  of  the  nave  is  this  coat  on  a  slab  in 
the  floor^ 

On  a  pale  three  stags*  heads  caboshed; 
For  Richard  Parke,  Oent,  who  died  in  1668;  and  James 
Parker,  Esq.,  who  died  A.  D.  1724.  On  another  slab  the 
same  coat  for  Mrs.  Tabitha  Parke,  who  died  in  1668.  And 
on  another,  these  arms  for  Reuben  Parke,  who  died  in  1731, 
and  Mary  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  James  Duste,  Esq.  of 
Sandringham,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  who  died  in  T7I0. 

Pnrkey  iaapaiisg; — A  bn]l*s  head  affironte^,  conped  and  winged. 

Other  stones  have  been  inserted  in  the  floor  to  record 
the  death  of  the  following  persons  : 

Samuel  Coddrington,  Oent  1764.  Etheldreda,  his  wife, 
1762.  Aldef  Crapley,  1769.  Ann,  his  wife,  1747.  Alder 
Craplej,  1771. 

In  the  Sonth  Aisle  is  an  ancient  slab,  with  an  inscrip* 
tion  round  the  verge  in  Church  Text : 

Hie  jacet  Tome  Harcroft  qui  obiit  xxijo  die  mensis 
Octobris  Ano.  Dni.  M (the  rest  is  covered  with  a  pew.) 

The  North  Aisle  contains  two  monumental  slabs  to  the 
memory  of  Reuben  Parke,  who  died  A.D.  1719;  and 
John  and  Joseph  Nicholas,  who  died  respectively  in 
1661  and  1665.  Here  are  the  remains  of  the  stone 
staircase  which  led  to  the  ancient  Rood  Loft. 
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In  the  South  wall  of  the  Chancel  is  a  white  marble 
slab  within  a  pediment  and  fluted  pilasters,  containing 
this  inscription : 

To  the  memory  of  Augustine  Danyell,  Oent  whose  body 
is  here  interred  with  many  of  his  ancestors  and  relations^ 
i¥hose  eminent  yirtnes  he  inherited*  For  the  love  of  his 
country,  and  constancy  in  friendship,  he  exerted  himself  with 
great  zeal.  He  was  born  20th  of  September,  16d3,  and  dyed 
the  5th  of  March,  1724.  His  only  sister  Jane  the  wife  of 
Adam  Enos,  Esq.  caused  this  memorial  of  him  to  be  erected 
in  1725. 

Over  the  monument  is  this  shield  : 


Arg.  four  lozenges  in  pale,  sa 

Crest.    A  wyvem's  head  erased ;.. 

In  the  floor  beneath  are  several  lozenge-shaped 
stones  to  other  members  of  the  same  ^family,  who  died 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  1 7th  and  the  beginning  of  the 
18th  centuries. 

Within  the  altar  rails  the  floor  is  mosaic,  and  com- 
posed of  alternate  black  and  white  lozenge-shaped 
stones ;  and  the  screen  is  of  plain  oak. 

In  the  tower  are  five  bells,  each  inscribed  with  the 
names  of  John  Marsball,  Alder  Craplej,  Gilbert 
Redhead,  1770. 
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**  Whatever  beauties  lie  between ; 
Whatever  scenes  aspire  to  please ; 

-My  village  spire^  at  distance  seen, 
Ab6ve  its  clustering  group  of  trees. 
Will  win  mj  eye  away  from  these. 

When  woo*d  by  some  soft  summer  night, 
I've  wandered  in  my  fav*rite  dells; 

I've  stood  and  listen'd  with  delight ; 

And  thought  that  nought  on  earth  excels. 
The  music  of  my  native  bells.*'         J.  Jarvis. 


This  Church  is  comprised  of  a  Spire  Steeple^  a  South 
Porch,  a  Nave  with  Aisles,  and  a  ChauceL 

The  Steeple  is  in  the  Perpendicular  Gothic  style, 

and  is  a  most  beautiful  model ;   the  whole  being  of 

excellent  proportions  and  the  details  exceedingly  well 

wrought.     We  hare  visited  many  Tillage  churches,  but 

not  one  have  we  found  to  possess  such  a  tower  and 

spire  as  rises  here,  and  the  inhabitants  may  truly  be 

proud  of  so  noble  a  structure  and  so  fair  a  temple; 

indeed  they  appear  to  be  aware  of  the  gem  they  possess 

by  the  care  and  attention  which  they  bestow  upon 

the  edifice. 
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The  west  front  of  the  Tower  is  divided  into  four 
stages,  supported  by  buttresses :  the  first  stage  is  pierced 
bj  the  usual  west  entrance  ;  above  is  a  moulded  string 
course  ornamented  with  embattlements.   In  the  next 
stage  is  a  fine  window  of  four  lights  ciuquefoiled,  divided 
by  an  embattled  transom  with  pointed  cinquefoiled 
arches.  The  main  arch  of  the  window  is  filled  with  hand- 
some trefoiled  tracery^  with  angular  quatrefoiled recesses; 
on  each  side  of  this  window  in  the  buttresses  arc  niches 
with  enriched  pedestals  and    crocketed  and   finialed 
pediments.     The  whole  are,  however,  without  the  saintly 
figures  which  once  occupied  them.  The  third  stage  of  the 
tower  is  divided  into  five  compartments,  the  three  in  the 
centre  having  niches  with  canopies  surmounted  by  a*ock- 
eted  and  finialed  ogees  in  relief,  and  these  happily  contain 
their  statues,  which  are  beautifully  sculptured  in  utling 
postures.   This  part,  however,  is  sadly  nuurred  by  an  im- 
mense clock  face,  which  very  much  dis6giures  the  west 
front,  and  we  should  be  pleased  to  hear  of  its  removal 
altogether  i  or  if  absolutely  necessary,  let  it  be  placed  in 
the  north  wall.    The  last  stage  is  occupied  by  a  bell- 
chamber  window  of  two  lights  cinquefoiled,  divided  by 
an  embattled  transom. 

The  north  and  south  walls  of  the  Tower  are  divided 
into  five  stages  each  :  the  two  first  being  blank.  The 
tliird  stage  is  pierced  by  a  handsome  window  of  two 
lights  cinquefoiled,  with  trefoiled  tracery  and  quatrefoiled 
recesses ;  in  the  next  stage  is  a  naiTOW  \^indow  of  two 
lights  trefoiled,  and  divided  by  a  transom  likewise  tre- 
foiled ;  the  last  stage  is  pierced  by  a  bell-chamber  window. 
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^milar  to  that  in  the  west  front,  which  is  the  same  in 
each  wall.  The  Tower  is  crowned  by  an  ornament 
of  continued  quatrefoiled  lozenges,  above  which  is 
a  cornice  enriched  with  sculptured  bosses  and  gur- 
goyles;  this  is  surmounted  by  a  plain  embattled 
parapet  having  square  paneled  pinnacles  at  the  angles, 
crocketed  and  finialed :  from  these  spring  handsome 
flying  buttresses,  trefoiled  and  crocketed.  From  the 
Tower  rises  a  noble  octagonal  Spire,  crocketed  at  the 
angles  and  pierced  by  canopied  windows :  the  apex  ter- 
minates in  a  T&ne  and  a  cross. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  Nave  is  of  Early  English 
Gothic,  and  the  Aisles  likewise  possess  some  remains  of 
this  period. 

The  South  Aisle  has  in  the  west  wall  a  window  of 
three  lights,  having  a  four-centred  arch  filled  with  Per- 
pendicular tracery ;  on  the  south  side  is  a  triangular- 
headed  porch  with  diagonal  buttresses ,  and  five  bays 
separated  by  buttresses.  Two  of  the  former  are  pierced  by 
Perpendicular  windows  without  then-  tracery,  and  three 
lancet-headed  windows.  Tlie  opposite  aisle  is  very- 
similar  to  this. 

The  clerestory  of  the  Nave  on  the  south  side  is 
composed  of  an  arcade  of  alternately  wide  and  narrow 
semi-circular  arches;  the  former  pierced  by  Perpendicular 
windows  of  two  lights  each,  cinquefoiled.  The  north 
clerestory  is  ornamented  with  a  diflerent  arcade,  having 
the  arches  obtusely  and  acutely  pointed,  in  an  arrange- 
ment of  three  of  the  former  to  one  of  the  latter,  which  is 
pierced  by  a  single  light;  of  these  there  are  six  in 
number. 
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The  Chancel  has  in  the  south  wall  a  small  piieat'a 
door,  a  window  with  Perpendicular  tracery,  and  twa 
square  headed  windows,  occupying  the  places  of  twa 
which  were  formerly  similar  to  the  ancient  one 
still  remaining;  in  the  north  wall  are  two  Perpendkmhr 
windows ;  the  east  window  which  is  large  and  handaome» 
of  five  lights,  and  is  blocked  up  with  brickwork  and 
compo*  The  chancel  walls  are  embattled  and  supported 
by  buttresses. 

In  the  Interior  the  Tower  possesses  a  handsome 
groined  roof.  The  Font  at  the  west  end  of  the  Nave  is 
more  curious  than  ancient  It  consists  of  a  spherical 
bason,  supported  in  the  tree  of  life :  the  trunk  of  which 
with  the  serpent  coiled  round  it,  forms  the  basement ; 
on  one  side  stands  our  mother  Eve,  bearing  the  fatal 
apple,  and  on  the  other,  our  universal  father  Adam. 
The  Bason  is  ornamented  with  three  designs  on  its 
side ;  on  the  east  side  is  depictured  a  representation  of 
St  John  baptising  our  Saviour  in  the  river  Jordan :  on 
the  north-west,  Philip  the  deacon  performs  the  same 
ceremony  for  the  Steward  of  Candace,  Queen  of  Ethiopia : 
and  on  the  south-west  is  the  ark  of  Noah  and  the  dove, 
with  a  branch  of  olive  in  her  mouth,  to  signify  that  the 
waters  by  which  the  world  had  been  baptized  and  puri- 
fied from  its  pollutions,  were  dried  up  from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Over  all  a  conical  cover  is  suspended,  on  which 
is  placed  an  angel  in  the  act  of  proclaiming  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation. 

The  Nave  is  separated  from  the  aisles  by  sue  Early 
English  Gothic  arches,  on  clustered  pillars,  with  richly 
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scalptnred  capitals.  In  the  South  Aisle  near  the  west 
end  in  the  south  wall  is  a  curious  and  unusual  assem- 
blage^ formed  in  a  window,  viz.  a  lavatory^  a  pedestal 
for  an  image^  with  a  lockyer  immediately  under  the 
lavatory;  there  appears  to  have  been  an  altar  at  the 
east  end  of  this  aisle;  in  the  floor  yet  remains  an  aQcie^t 
altar  stone. 

Numerous  pedestals  are  fixed  about  the  Interior  for 
figures ;  at  the  east  end  of  the  north  aisle  is  an  altar- 
tomb  robbed  of  its  brass;  the  Nave  is  covered  by  an 
ornamented  open  roof  on  the  cornice  of  which  is  carved 
"  Thomas  Thoms(ni,  1712.** 

The  Chancel  arch  is  enriched  with  bosses^  there  is  a 
good  turret  on  the  south  side,  and  part  of  a  Perpendic- 
ular Gothic  Screen  remains. 

Col.  HoUes  took  die  following  notes  on  this  church. 

In  Fenestra  Orieniali  Insube  barealis. 

Arg.  3  bars,  gu. Multon. 

Or.  a  cross  sarcely,  gu 

Or.  a  plain  cro8S  gu 

Effigies  viri  gestantis  super  pectus,  arg.  3  bars  gu.  et 
femins  ibidem  gestantis:  the  bars  &  the  plain  cross  in  pale. 

Feneatrw  Borealu. 

Arg.  8  bars  go.  a  label  of  5  points,  as MulUm. 

Ou.  a  chevron,  betw.  10  crosses  betoned  or,  a  label 

of  three  points,  arg Kfme. 

Arg.  on  a  cross  vert  5  seglets  displayed,  or. 

Arg.  2  lions'  passants  gardants,  gu.  a  bend  sa. 

6n.  3  bars  erm Kirketon. 

Effiffies  viri  gestantis  sup.  pectus,  arg.  3  bars  gu. 
a  label  of  3  points,  a? MuUon. 

4h. 
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Fenestra  Ausirales  superiores. 

Aig.  3  bars  gu MuUon. 

Sa.  a  cheYTon  betw.  3  tarrets,  arg 

Sa.  a  fesse  betw.  3  fleur-de-lis,  arg Welhy. 

Gu.  a  frett  of  6  peices  or.  a  cbief  erm .Wigtoft, 


«"i»^lS^fe. 


Chorus  Auetralisy  vulgo  the  LordTs  Quire. 
Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  turrets,  sa 

In  FenestH  AustralL 

Or.  a  plain  cross,  gu 

Arg.  3  bars,  gu Mutton. 

Or.  a  cross  sarcely,  gu 

Fenestra  AustraUs  iitferiar  juxta  ostium. 

Orate  pro  aiabus  Dm.  Thome  de  Multon  Prions  de 
Spalding,  et  Willi  Denmark  Monachi. 

Septem  Sacramenta  cum  effigiebus  Sci  Anthony  et  Prions 
cum  baculo  pastorali  aperto  capite  [quod  nota.] 

Johes  Harcox   funere    dignus    ampliori    hie    in    Dno. 
requiescit  Ano.  1560.    I.  A.* 

Ultimo  Testamento  fundavit  Scolam  ibidem. 


There  are  the  foUowing  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

Died.  Age. 

Robert  Heath,  Vicar, May    8  1665  42 

Mary,  his  wife,   Apr.    7  1708  83 

Helen  Jenkins,   Mar.   9  1818  11 

Bev.  Samuel  Elsdale,  M.  A July  13  1827  47 

Alice  Boulton,    Dec.    6  1784  62 

Samuel  Wood,   Feb.  25  1806  63 

Rebecca,  his  wife,  Nov.  26  1805  56 

*  This  inscription  still  remains  on  the  tomb  of  this  pious 
founder  of  the  Free  Grammar  School. 
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Died.  Age. 

William  Clark,  Oct  17  1823  65 

Ann,  his  vife, Apr.  13  1806  54 

Henry  Claik, Nov.  29  1840  60 

Mary,  his  wife,  Sep.     3  1833  42 

Elizabeth  Clark, ^ May   4  1795  20 

Matthew  Clark, Sep.  27  1791  32 

Maiy  Annette  Hards, May    1  1838  ... 

Martha,  wife  of  Ed.  Hunnings,  of  Boston,  ...  Dec.  11  1787  25 

James  Clark,  Sep.    4  1785  15 

Martha  Clark,    Sep.  29  1816  77 

M.  aark, July    3  1782  71 

Mary,  wife  of  John  Cooley,   June20  1807  27 

Thomas  Molson, Junel4  1807  21 

Thomas  Molson, May  20  1772  40 

Elizabeth  Baldware,   Apr.   9  1812'  81 

John  Molson, Aug.27  1790  33 

Ann  Clark,  Aug.l6  1798  47 

John  Clark, Mar.  3  1801  38 

Elizabeth  Baker Apr.   5  1705 

Martha  Molson, Feb....  1727 

JohnMolson, Feb....  1728 

William  Molson,    Nov....  1731 

Thomas  Knight, Nov.  10  1761  7 

Mary  Knight, Oct.  16  1745  37 

John  Molson,  Gent July  17  1767  67 

Martha,  his  wife,    Oct.  23   1743  41 

JohnMolson,  Gent  June  4  1770  40 

Mary,  his  relict, Sep.  21  1772  33 

Thomas  Wright, Dec.21  1750  84 

Ann,  his  wife, Sep.  17  1737  78 

Thomas  Wright, Apr.   5  1765  63 

Susannah,  his  wife, Apr.   6  1785  63 

Philip  Tallents,  Vicar,    May  29  1704  76 

W.  Staunton,  Clerk,    Apr..  3  1711  41 

Elizabeth  Bolton,    Apr.  29  1700 


..  * 


. .  • 


. .. 


•.  • 


. .  ■ 


e 


DM.  At>. 

Geo^B<^n, 1704  ... 

James  B(dtDp,  JuoT. inteired  Jaa.  11  17S2  ... 

Chiutina,  liis  Tile. . . . .  „ Sep.  10  1704  ... 

SositDnsh  Bolbm Not.10  1747  38 

John  Be*,  Gent. OoL29  167fi  « 

Heniy  Bolton,  (manied  three  timea,) Deo...   178S  „. 

Hearj  Bolton,  his  son,  (nuuried  fire  times,}  Mar.  11  18S8  ... 

Rev.  John  Cb^man, Feb.3S  1763  67 

Etizabeth,  Iub  wife, JoneSO  1761  51 

Aim,  his  dughter, Not.  4  1749  34 

Edward  Honningt, Deo.lS  1733  30 

Pizabeth,  his  wife, Not.14  1780  71 

JohnCooke, Feb.IO  1681  8 

John  Hardj,  Gent NotJ26  1792  83 

Ann  Totam, Feb.  3  1807  61 

AnnAlcock Joly31   1770  ... 

MaiyAlcodi Apr.21   1771  ... 

EUzdwth  8im|)eon, Oot23  1840  ... 

William  Corby,   Deo.  9  1768  6? 

Prndeaee,  his  relkt,    JnneSO  1793  87 

Belb. 

On  the  second  bell  is  the  following  inscription:  «  Non 

clamour  sed  amore,  canisin  aure,  1620."    And  on  the  fonrtb, 

"God  speed  us,  1588." 


S^JiBiJ^m'm^Deii 


ST.  MARY'S,  PINCHBECK. 
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PINCHBECK. 


''  It  was  in  sooth  a  wondrous  seene;  each 
Through  the  dim  vista  of  that  antique  pile. 
Was  throng'd  with  listening  myriads ;  yet  no  sound 
Broke  the  hushed  silence  that  prevailed  around 
Save  when  at  intervals  in  lengthened  swell. 
The  organ's  distant  echoes  rose  and  fell: 
Or  when  in  rich  deep  tones  the  chanted  prayer 
Was  wafted  stilly  through  the  cloistral  air." 

''Pinchbeck  was  in  existence,  as  a  Parish,  long 
before  the  Norman  Conquest ;  and  we  find  in  the  Char- 
tulaiy  of  Croyland  that  Bertolf^  King  of  Mercia,  granted 
to  the  Abbey  four  carucates  of  land  in  Spalding  and 
Pinchbeck,  with  a  fishery.  King  Edred  snbsequenily 
gave  to  the  Abbot  one  carucate  in  this  parish^  which 
was  confirmed  both  by  Edgar  and  Canute.  At  the 
conquest  the  manor  was  given  to  Ivo  Talbois,  who  had 
in  it  ten  carucates  of  land  to  be  taxed*  Twenty-two 
sokemen  and  sixteen  villanes  and  twelve  bordars  had 
nine  ploughs;  and  there  were  four  fisheries  yielding 
fifteen  hundred  eels.  Two  caracutes  in  this  parish 
were  soke  of  the  manors  of  Holbeach  and  Whaplode^ 
and  this  was  the  property  of  Wido  de  Credon.  King 
Richard  I.  disafforested  all  his  fens  in  Pinchbeck ;  and 
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his  successor  John  endowed  the  Abhey  of  Spalding 
with  the  advowson  of  Pinchbeck  Churchy  and  lands  in 
the  parish  which  had  been  escheated  to  the  crown  by 
the  outlawry  of  Ivo  Talbois.  Henry  III.  granted  to  the 
Abbot  of  Croyland  a  View  of  Frank  Pledge,  and  fines 
on  the  assize  of  ale  over  his  lands  in  Pinchbeck.  In 
the  same  reign  a  covenant  was  made  between  the  Abbot 
of  Croyland  and  the  prior  of  Spalding,  that  neither 
should  impound  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  tenants  of 
the  other  in  Pinchbeck,  as  they  possessed  an  equal  right 
of  common ;  nor  should  strangers'  cattle  be  admitted  to 
be  depastured  within  the  parish.  9  Edw.  I ;  the  Abbot 
of  Croyland  claimed  his  gallows  in  that  place,  with  the 
authority  thereto  annexed,  to  extend  o?er  the  town  of 
Pinchbeck.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  Hugh  de 
Wake  was  summoned  to  answer  to  the  Abbot  and  tbe 
Prior,  by  what  right  he  assumed  the  privelege  of  im- 
pounding cattle  in  the  marsh  of  Pinchbeck,  which  had  no 
right  of  common.  Hugh  pleaded  his  cause  so  effectually, 
that  it  was  finally  agreed  that  he  should  enjoy  the  right 
of  impounding  the  sheep  which  did  not  belong  to  the 
tenants  of  the  two  religious  houses.  In  this  reign  a 
fair  and  market  were  conceded  to  the  town  by  Royal 
Charter." 

This  splendid  Church  consists  of  a  Tower  Steeple  at 
the  west  end,  a  Nave  with  side  aisles,  and  a  large 
Chancel,  with  a  Chapel  adjoining  on  the  north  side. 

The  greater  part  of  the  structure  is  in  the  Perpendic-- 
ular  style,  although  there  are  some  remains  of  an  Early 
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English  and  Decorated  period,  indeed  there  are  very 
excellent  specimens  in  the  three  styles  of  Gothic.  The 
Tower  is  in  the  former  style ;  buttresses  of  five  stages 
each  support  the  walls.  Near  the  angles,  round  the 
base  of  these  buttresses  and  the  tower  is  a  band  of 
quatrefoiled  circles  enclosing  blank  shields,  above  this 
are  some  bold  b^se  mouldings,  and  then  another 
enriched  band  of  continued  quatrefoiled  ellipses.  Above 
this  basement  in  buttresses  facing  the  west  are  beautiful 
niches,  having  each  an  embattled  pedestal  and  a  richly 
trefoiled  canopy  crocketed  and  finialed,  and  a  groined 
ceiling:  the  third  stage  of  the  buttresses  in  the  west  front 
are  each  paneled  with  two  trefoiled  panels.  The  walls 
of  the  tower  are  divided  into  four  stages  each ;  the  first 
of  these  in  the  west  front  is  pierced  by  a  handsome 
entrance,  having  a  deeply  moulded  arch  springing  from 
jambs,  with  circular  pillars  having  moulded  bases  and 
caps.  The  arch  is  cinquefoiled  and  sub-trefoilcd,  and 
has  had  enriched  cusps.  It  is  protected  by  a  crocketed 
ogee  label  with  a  foliated  spandrel.  Above  this  noble 
enti'ance  is  a  fine  %vindow  of  four  lights  cinquefoiled, 
and  di\  ided  by  a  transom  wilh  pointed  arches  cinque- 
foiled; the  arch  is  filled  with  trefoiled  tracery,  and  the 
returns  of  the  label  are  embattled.  In  the  next  stage 
is  a  small  window  of  two  lights  cinquefoiled;  above  is  a 
bell-chamber  window  of  three  lights  with  plain  tracery  : 
this  window  is  divided  by  a  transom  with  cinquefoiled 
arches.  The  first  stage  of  the  north  and  south  walls  of 
the  tower  are  blank ,  in  the  second  stage  is  a  window  of 
three  lights  cinquefoiled,  divided  by  a  transom  trefoiled. 
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with  trefofled  tracery;  above  is  a  small  window;  vimilar 
to  that  in  the  west  front,  and  the  last  stage  is  ooc«^ed 
bj  the  bell-chamber  window  of  the  same  design  in  each 
wall;  the  tower  is  crowned  bj  a  plain  embattled  parapet 
having  crocketed  and  finialed  pinnacles  at  the  angles^ 
finishing  in  crosses.  It  aj^ears  to  have  been  the 
intention  of  the  original  builders  to  hsive  erected  a  spiie 
on  this  tower,  the  lower  part  being  commenced:  pro- 
bably this  idea  was  abandoned  on  accoimt  of  the 
foundations  of  the  tower  not  being  very  good;  the  base 
is  covered  with  a  low  wooden  cone  protected  with  lead. 

An  enriched  Cross  surmounts  the  angular  gable  of 
the  South  Porch,  which  was  once  a  rich  specimen  of 
Perpendicular  Gothic  Architecture.  It  is  entered  under 
a  pointed  arch  with  deeply  moulded  jambs;  the  Interior 
has  had  a  groined  roof,  the  springing  only  being  left. 
The  enti'ance  door  of  the  aisle  is  curious  and  handsome; 
it  is  formed  by  a  trefoil  enclosed  with  a  spacious  ogee 
arch,  having  a  label  crocketed  and  finialed,  and  rising 
from  sculptured  corbel  heads. 

The  south  wall  of  the  South  Ai^le  has  a  plain  embat- 
tled parapet,  and  is  supported  by  buttresses  of  two  stages. 
Underneath  the  windows  is  a  string  course  continued 
roimd  the  buttresses  and  the  porch;  the  wall  is  pierced 
by  four  fine  windows,  each  of  three  Ughts  dnquefoned, 
with  Perpendicular  cinquefoiled  tracery;  the  west  and 
east  walls  are  pierced  by  similar  windows. 

The  north  wall  of  the  North  Aisle  is  pierced  by  four 
windows  of  the  same  design;  the  parapet  and  buttresses 
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being  likewise  simflar  to  those  of  the  opposite  aisle; 
the  string  course  forms  a  square  head  to  the  entrance, 
which  has  paneled  jambs  and  arch,  and  the  ancient 
oak  door  remains,  covered  with  rich  Perpendicular 
tracery  j  the  west  wall  of  this  aisle  is  pierced  by  a  large 
window  with  a  four-centred  ai*ch,  and  divided  into  seven 
lights,  with  ogee  arches  cinquefoiled  with  trefoiled 
Perpendicular  tracery. 

The  Nave  has  a  splendid  Clerestory,  consisting  of 
ten  Perpendicular  windows  on  each  side,  of  three  lights 
each,  trefoiled.  The  parapet  is  embattled  and  paneled 
with  quatrefoiled  parallelograms  enclosing  blank  shields. 
In  the  east  gable  is  one  of  those  curious  symbolical  win- 
dows, commonly  called  "  a  vesica  piscis." 

The  south  wall  of  the  Chancel  is  divided  into  three 
bays  by  buttresses  of  three  stages  each ;  in  the  first  bay 
near  to  the  west  end,  is  a  Perpendicular  window  of 
five  lights  cinquefoiled,  with  a  four-centred  arch.  In 
the  next  bay  is  the  usual  priests'  door,  and  a  Decorated 
Gothic  window  of  two  lights  cinquefoiled,  with  trefoiled 
tracery ;  and  next  to  the  east  end  is  a  Perpendicular 
window  of  three  lights  cinquefoiled.  The  east  wall  is 
pierced  by  a  window  of  five  lights,  similar  to  that  in  the 
south  wall. 

The  Chapel  is  likewise  divided  into  three  bays :  one 
is  occupied  by  a  modem  vestry  :  the  remaining  two  are 
each  pierced  by  a  window  with  a  four-centred  arch, 
divided  into  four  lights,  cinquefoiled,  with  intersecting 

arches  forming  quatrefoiled  recesses.     There  was  also 
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another  which  was  blocked  up  on  the  erection  of  the 
vestry ;  in  the  east  wall  is  a  window  of  five  lights  cin- 
quefoiled  with  Perpendicular  tracery. 

The  Interior  part  of  the  Nave  exhibits  the  remains  of 
a  noble  Early  English  Churchy  and  has  on  each  side 
five  pointed  arches,  supported  on  octagonal  and  circular 
pillars.  At  the  west  end  of  the  nave  is  an  octagonal 
Font^  ornamented  with  quatrefoils  enclosing  blank 
shields  and  flower  bosses.  The  ancient  oak  roofs  remain 
to  the  Nave,  Aisles,  Chapel,  and  Chancel ;  that  to  the 
former  is  very  handsome,  and  the  whole  are  richly 
carved. 

At  the  east  end  of  the  south  Aisle  is  the  Altar-tomb 
mentioned  by  Col.  Holies,  in  his  notes  on  this 
church ;  the  sides  and  ends  are  paneled  with  trefoiled 
arches,  and  crocheted  and  finialed  canopies  enclosing 
shields,  on  which  are  twenty  coats  of  Arms,  giving,  we 
doubt  not,  a  complete  genealogical  history  of  the 
Pinchbeck  family;  but  we  are  sorry  to  add  that  this  fine 
tomb,  (unequalled  in  the  division,)  is  so  thickly  covered 
with  paint  and  wash  as  render  the  arms  in  a  great 
degree  illegible.  Those  of  the  families  of  Talboys, 
Copuldike,  Welby,  Rokeby,  Roos,  Betters,  and  Greene, 
may  yet  be  distinguished. 

The  same  arms  were  formerly  emblazoned  on  shields 
borne  by  the  full  length  figures  of  angels,  in  the  roof  of 
the  nave;  but  after  the  last  painting  of  the  church  they 
were  covered  over  and  re-done  after  the  painter's 
memory  or  fancy. 
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Part  of  a  Perpendkniax  Sereeu  laarts  the  separation 
of  the  Nave  asd  Chancel ;  the  latter  is  sepmted  fronk 
the  Chapel  hy  three  pointed  arches,  on  clustered  Deco- 
rated pHlars^ 

Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  church. 

In  Fenestra  OrientaU  ex  dextra  CancelK. 
A  Diea,  et  a  sa  M^re  Marie,  et  a  samct  P^e^ 

Thomas  de  la  Laund  c^est  Fenestre 

Me  tibi  Christe  cape  Sci.  Petri  precse  paps 
Hostis  ne  forte  rapiat  me  Pap&  preeonte 
Petre  poll  ports  pateant  pert®  mihi  morte 
Portam  Petre  poh  contra  me  claudere  noli. 

Arg.  a  fesse  daancetted  betw.  10  billets,  gu De  la  Laund. 

Arg.  ditto  ditto      ditto    6  ditto    ga ditto. 

Arg.  a  chevron,  between  8  ditto  ga ditto. 

Cheeky  arg.  and  ga.  on  a  bend  az.  3  waterboagets,  or. 

Arg.  on  2  bars  sa.  6  escallops  of  the  first 

rChecky  arg.  and  gu.  on  a  bend  az.  3 

Empaled.]     waterbougets,  or 

(Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  billets,  gu.  De  la  Laund. 

F      al  d  1^?*  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^*  ^  escallops,  arg..... 
™P    ^  '(Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  billets,  gu.  De  la  Laund. 

Fenestrae  Auetralis  superior  juxta  ostium. 

Arg.  3  dolphins  naiant,sa. 

Sa.  a  cross  engrailed,  or ZTfford. 

Or.  on  a  fesse  ga.3  plates Huntingfield. 

In  Insula  Boreali. 
Richard  Ogle,  Esq.  deceaised  the  2dth  day  of  NoTember, 
1555.     Beatrice,  his  wife  only  sister  of  Sir  Anthony  Cooke, 
Knight. 

Thomas  Ogle,  Armig:  filias  and  heres  Rici,  uistitiarius 
pacis  et  quorum  in  Legibus  peritns,  obiit  3rd  die  Mali  Ano. 
Dm.  1574.  Et  Jana  Uxor  gus  obiit  2nd  die  Septembris 
Ano.  1574. 


8  PINCHBECK. 


Exdextra 
Aig.  on  a  bend  sa.  abesant Pinckbeelk 

Ex  Simiatra. 
Arg.  a  saltier  on  a  chiefs  gu.  3  escallops  of  the  firstTa2&0y#. 

Fenestra  media  Bareatts. 

Emnaled  S^^'  ^^  *  ^^°^»  ^'  *  ^^^^^ Pinchbect. 

*^         iGu.  3  waterbougets,  arg Rog. 

Arg.  on  a  bend  sa«  a  besant bis Pinchbeck. 

Sa.  a  fesse  betw.  3  fleur-de-lis,  arg.  WeJby. 

Onarterlv  /  ^^'  ^  chevron  betw.  3  cr.cros8lets,gn.C6»ptt&fiJl6. 
^  ^  iLozengy,  erm.  and  gu Rokeby. 

Orate  pro  aia  Rici  Pinchbeck  et  Maris  uxoris  ejus,  qoi 
banc  Fenestram  fieri  fecerunt. 

Sup.  Fulchrum. 
Pinchbeck  p  se.  Pinchbeck  'paling  Talbaya. 

Sup,  Scenum, 

Empaled  /^^S*  ^"  *  ^®°^  ^'  *^^®®*^°^ Pinchbeck. 

^       ■  iGu.  3  waterbougets  arg. Roe. 

Emnaled  f -P***^**^^*- 

P       '  1  Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  cr.  crosslets,  gu.  Copuldike. 

Tumulus  lapideus  cum  multis  Insigniis. 

■17        1  ji   ("Pinchbeck. 
Empaled.  {  ^^^^^ 

V       Id  /'^^'  ^  bucks'  trippant,  or Greene. 

™P    e  .  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^  bend  sa.  a  besant Pinchbeck. 

Gu.  and  sa.  per  pale,  a  lion  rampant,  arg Betters. 

Az.  a  bend  betw.  6  mallets,  arg.   Houby. 

On  the  North  wall  of  the  Chancel  Aisle  is  a  plate  of 
brass,  three  feet  long  by  two  feet  and  a  half  broad^ 
which  has  been  removed  from  one  of  the  pillars  and 
recently  placed  in  its  present  situation.  It  contains 
twenty-seven  shields,  which  are  linked  together  so  as  to 


PINCHBECK.  9 

fonn  a  kind  of  armorial  pedigree  deduced  from  King 
William  I.  It  embraces  some  of  the  leading  families  of 
this  county. 

1.  Ga.  2  lions  passant  gardant  or.  impaled  iiith  gyronny 

of  twelve^  or.  and  az.     On  an  escutcheon  of  pretence  a 

Arms  of  William  the  Conqueror y  impaling  those  of  his 
Qaeen,  Maud,  daughter  of  Baldwin,  Earl  of  Flanders. 

2.  Cheeky,  or.  and  az.  Warren,  Impaled  with  William 
the  Conqueror,* 

8.  Warren,  created  by  King  John^  Constable  or  Lord  of 
Stamford. 

4.  Gu.  3  narcissus  flowers  or.  pierced  of  the  field,  Lambert 
of  Yorkshire.    Impaled  with  gu.  3  waterbougets,  or.  Roo8,\ 

5.  Lambert  impaling  Warren. 

6.  Lambert.  Impaled  with — Quarterly  or.  and  gu.  over 
all  an  escarbuncle  sa.  MandeviUe,  Earl  of  Essex.t 

7.  Lambert.    8.    Lambert. 

9.  Lambert.  Impaled  with  arg.  on  a  bend  az.  7  fleur- 
de-lis  or.  Clapham. 

10.  Lambert. 

11.  Lambert.  Impaled  with,  or.  a  lion  rampant  doable 
queued,  sa.     Creasy  or  Crescie.^ 

*  '*TheEarl  of  Warren  married  Gundreda  the  King's  daughter.** 

f  "  Lord  Roos  with  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  Talboys  Earl  of 
K3^e,  and  others,  headed  an  insurrection  in  the  Norths  in  May, 
1465;  they  were  taken  and  beheaded."    Leland. 

X  "Vid.  Gibs.  Camd.  Col.  353." 

•  §  '*  He  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  accompanied  King  Edward 
I.  on  his  expedition  into  Scotland,  and  is  entered  in  the  Visita- 
tion Book  as  a  Knight.  A  William  de  Cressy,  of  Sorfleet,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  11.  was  the  distinguished  and  rewarded  Esquire 
of  Sir  Philip  de  Rey,  knight,  the  lord  of  that  place." 

4  L 
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12.  Quarterly.  1  and  4,  gu.  a  chevron,  arg.  and  chief 
cheeky  or.  and  az.  2  and  3,  a  lion  rampant  sa.  double  queued. 
Lambert  of  Lincolnshire  and  Cressy ;  impaling  Quarterly, 
1  and  4  Lambert  of  Yorkshire;  2  and  3  arg.  a  lion  rampant 
within  a  bordure  az.  Pickering. 

13.  Quarterly.  1  £am&^^  of  Lincolnshire.  2  Lambert  oi 
Yorkshire.  3  Cressy.  4  Pickering.  Impaled  with,  Quar- 
terly, gu.  and  or.  in  the  first  quarter  a  mullet,  and  in  chief 
an  escutcheon,  gu.  charged  with  a  cross  or.  De  Vere,* 

14.  Quarterly.  1  Lambert  of  Lincolnshire.  2  Lambert 
of  Yorkshire.     3  Cressy.     4  Pickering, 

15.  The  same  as  14.  Impaled  with,  cheeky  or.  and  az. 
over  all  a  fesse  gu.  Clifford,^ 

16.  The  same  as  14.  Impaled  with,  Quarterly.  1,  arg.  3 
mascles  sa.  Whitacre.  2,  arg.  3  chevronels  interlaced  sa. 
on  a  chief  of  the  second  3  escallops  of  the  first,  Danby. 
3,  Lambert  of  Yorkshire.    4,  Pickering. 

*  "  The  title  of  Earl  of  Oxford  has  long  flourished  in  the 
family  of  Vere,  who  derive  their  pedigree  fit)m  the  Earls  of 
Guisnes,  and  their  name  from  the  town  of  Vere  in  Zealand. 
They  owe  the  beginning  of  their  greatness  in  England  to  King 
Heniy  I.  who  advanced  Alberic  de  Vere  for  his  great  prudence 
and  integrity  to  several  places  of  honour  and  profit,  as  to  be 
Chamberlain  of  England,  Portreeve  of  the  city  of  London,  &c." 

Camden. 

f  "Can  any  thing  be  more  pregnant  with  romantic  adventure," 
says  a  writer  in  Blackwood's  Magazine  for  Jan.  1829,  page  2, 
"  than  the  fortunes  of  the  successive  chieftains  of  the  lordly  line 
of  Clifford  ?  Their  first  introduction  to  the  North,  owing  to  a 
love  match  made  by  a  poor  knight  of  Herefordshire,  with  the 
wealthy  heiress  of  Viponts  and  the  Vesys.  Their  rising  greatness 
to  the  merited  disgrace  and  death  of  Piers  de  Gaveston  and  his 
profligate  minions;  and  their  final  exaltation  to  the  highest 
honours  of  the  British  Peerage,  which  they  have  now  enjoyed  for 
five  hundred  years,  to  the  strong  hand  and  unblenching  heart 
with  which  they  have  always  welcomed  the  assaults  of  their  most 
powerfiil  enemies." 
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« 

17.  Qaarterly  of  six.  1  Lambert  of  Lincolnshire.  2 
Lambert  of  Yorkshire.  3  Cresgy.  4  Pickering.  5  Whit- 
acre.  6  Danby.  Impaled  with,  Quarterly.  1  arg.  a  chevron 
engrailed  gu.  inter  3  crosses  moline  sa.  Wyhes.  2  Whitacre, 
3  Danby.    4  Lambert  of  Yorkshire.     5  Pickering.    6  gn. 

18.  Quarterly.  1  and  4  Lambert  of  Lincolnshire.  2  and 
3  Lambert  of  Yorkshire.  Impaled  with,  gu.  a  game  cock 
statant  sa.  Bukok. 

19.  Quarterly  as  the  preceding.  Impaled  with  gu.  on  a 
chevron,  arg.  3  etoils,  sa.  Carr.* 

20.  Quarterly,  as  18.  Impaled  with,  sa.  2  lions  passant 
arg.  crowned  or.  Dymokcy  of  Scrivelsby.t 

21.  6n.  on  a  chevron  arg.  3  etoils  sa.  Carr, 

22.  The  same,  impaling  arg.  a  fesse  between  3  crescents 
gu.  Ogle.X 

*  '*  The  family  of  Carr  is  carried  no  higher  in  the  herald's 
visitation  of  1666,  than  the  15th  century;  and  a  slight  variation 
of  the  arms  occurs  in  the  Visitation  Book,  where  mullets  are 
substituted  for  the  etoils  with  which  the  shields  are  charged  in 
Pinchbeck  Church.  John  Carr,  of  Sleaford,  senred  the  office  of 
High  Sheriff  of  Lincolnshire,  A.D.  1568;  and  Robert  Carr,  Jun. 
who  founded  Sleaford  Grammar  School,  was  High  Sheriff  in 
1581.  The  last  of  this  family,  Isabel,  married  the  honourable 
John  Hervey,  who  was  created  Earl  of  Bristol  in  the  year  1714 
in  whose  family  the  estates  still  remain.  A  vague  tradition 
states  that  their  estates  formerly  belonged  to  Lord  Hussey,  and 
that  this  unfortunate  nobleman  was  betrayed  by  a  Carr." 

f  ''The  King's  Champion,  an  ancient  and  honourable  family, 
well  descended  and  nobly  allied.  Sir.  Robert  Dymoke  Knight, 
was  High  Sheriff  of  Lincolnshire  A.D.  1484;  and  another  Sir 
Robert  served  the  same  office  in  1510.  Vide  infra  No.  27. 
Marmion  and  Kyme. 

X  "  This  was  a  respectable  family  residing  at  Pinchbeck  about 
the  time  of  the  Reformation,  of  which  however  I  have  met  with 
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S3.    CarTj  impaled  with,  erm.  a  lion  rampant  as. 

24.  Carry  impaled  with,  gu.  3  cheTTons  interlaced  arg.  on 
a  chief  or.  a  lion  passant,  az.  Malham. 

25.  Carr,  impaled  with,  arg.  on  a  bend  engrailed  sa.  S 
fleur-de-lis,  or.  HoU. 

On  the  same  plate  is  the  figure  of  a  female  kneeling 
before  an  altar,  dressed  in  a  hood  and  cloak.  On  the 
latter  is  this  shield. 

26.  Quarterly,  1  and  4,  Lambert  of  Lincolnshire.  2  and 
3  Lambert  of  Yorkshire.     Impaling  Carr. 

27.  Quarterly  of  sixteen  1  Lambert  of  Lincolnshire.  2 
Lambert  of  Yorkshire.  3  Cressy.  4  Lambert  of  Yorkshire. 
5  Pickering.  6  Whitacre,  7  Danby.  8  Pickering. 
9  IVykes.  10  erm.  on  a  fesse  gu.  3  crosslets  arg.  11  arg.  a 
bordure  engrailed  sa.  3  lucies  hauriant  arg.  12  or.  a  fesse 
gu.  AblehalL  13  Whitacre.  14.  Danby.  15  gu.  firet^  arg. 
in  chief  a  label  of  3  points.     16  Lambert  of  Lincolnshire. 

Impaled  with  the  lady's  fifteen  coats,  viz. 

1.  Dymoke. 

2.  Sa.  a  sword  in  pale  or.  pomel  in  chief,    Kilpeck. 

3.  Sa.  3  lions  passant  gardant  or Ludlow. 

4.  Fair,  a  fesse  fretty  or  and  gu Marmian.* 


^^m^^*^^^*^»^*^*^^^^*^^^»^*^*^'^^^^*^^^t^t^^^^^*^*^^0^^t^^^^^t^^0^0^a^^m0^0^r^f^ 


only  the  following  notices.  30  Hen.  VIII.  Richard  Ogle  de 
Pinchbeck  officium  cF  ici  cur'  n'rar*  in  p*tibnsHoland'  et  Kes'ton*. 
Ex  Reg.  Croyland. — 6  James  1.  Sir  Richard  Ogle,  knight,  was 
High  Sheriff  of  the  County— 18  Charles  I.  Thomas  Ogle  of 
Pinchbeck,  Esq.  was  amongst  the  Lincolnshire  gentlemen  who 
were  indicted  for  High  Treason,  having  taken  up  arms  against 
the  King." 

«  "  20  Edwd.  I.  1292.  Philip  the  last  Lord  Marmion  died 
seized  of  the  manor  of  Scrivclsby,  holden  by  barony,  and  the 
service  of  Champion  to  the  Kings  of  England  on  their  coronation 
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5.  Erm.  4  fusils  in  fesse  ga Ebden. 

6.  Gu.  on  a  bend  sa.  3  ears  of  com  proper Bye,^ 

7.  Or.  a  lion  rampant  double  tailed  sa Welles.f 

8.  Barry  of  6erni.  and  gu. overall  3  crescents.  TVatterton.X 

9.  Gu.  a  fesse  dancett^e  betw.  6  crosslets,  sa.     Engaine, 

10.    Arg.  a  saltier  gu.  on  a  chief  of  the  second,  3 
escallops  of  the  first Talhoys,^ 

day,  where  he  had  a  market,  fair,  and  free  warren,  infangthef  et 
utfangthef,  fureas  et  gibbettu*,  catalla  fugitioz  et  feloniu*,  pilloriu* 
et  tumbellu'  &c.  &c.  This  PhiUip  had  no  heirs  male,  and  his 
estates  were  divided  amongst  his  daughters.  The  manor  and 
baronyofScrivelsby  fell  to  Joan  the  youngest,  whose  granddaughter 
and  heir  Margaret  being  married  to  Sir  John  Dymoke,  he  had 
liverey  the  23  Edw.  III.  John  Dymoke  and  William  Marmion 
were  Knights  of  the  Shire  in  the  Parliament  of  1372.  John 
Marmion  was  High  Sheriff  in  1460,  Mancer  Marmion  in  1449, 
and  another  of  the  same  name  in  1497." 

*  ''Nicholas  de  Rye  was  High  Sheriff  of  Lincolnshire  in  1276, 
1277,  and  1278,  and  Radulphus  de  Rye  in  1311.  About  the 
same  time  Sir  Philip  de  Rye,  Knight,  transferred  certain  lands  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Surfleet  to  be  used  as  a  common  marsh  for 
ever.  Thirty  years  afterwards  the  abbot  of  Peterborough  had  a 
contest  with  Sir  Nicholas  de  Rye  for  lands  recovered  fk»m  the 
sea  at  Gosberton.   Sir  Nicholas  was  Knight  of  the  Shire  in  1353." 

\  "  Richard  de  Welles  is  said  to  have  held  the  manor  of  Well 
near  Alford  at  the  conquest,  by  the  service  of  being  baker  to 
the  King."  [Thompsons  Bosion,]  "  Alford  is  indebted  for  its 
market  to  Leon  Lord  Welles,  who  obtained  it  this  privilege  of 
Henry  VI.  This  family  of  the  Welles  was  very  ancient  and  very 
honourable,  but  the  last  of  them  married  the  daughter  of  King 
Edward  IV.  and  was  made  Viscount  Welles  by  Henry  VII.  He 
died  without  issue,  so  that  the  inheritance  came  by  females  to 
the  Willoughbys,  Dymocks,  De  la  Laundcs,  &c."     Camden, 

X  "John  de  Watterton  was  High  Sheriff  in  1410,  Robert  in 
1411.  and  Richard  m  1454. 

§  "Walter  Talboys  was  Knight  of  the  Shire  in  1386,  and  High 
Sheriff  in  1390  and  1423.     George  was  High  Sheriff  in  1496, 
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11.  6u.  on  a  bend  arg.  3  cinquefoils  or Burdon. 

12.  Gu.  2  bendlets  or Fitzmyth. 

13.  6u.  a  cinquefoil  within  12  cross  crosslets 

in  orle Umfraville, 

14.  6u.  a  chevron  between  9  crosslets  arg Kyme.* 

15.  6  Birds  3,  2, 1,  in  chief,  2  swords  in  saltire  between 
two  lion's  heads  erased Sparrows. 

At  one  comer  of  the  plate  is  this  inscription. 

Quid  tumuli  stnictura  micat  post  funera  virtus, 

Relicta  licet  saxo  corpora  nostra  jacent. 

Lambarti  conjux  fuit  h»c  Margareta  Johannis 

Carr,  a  suo  Celebris  sanguine  clara  vire. 

£x  quibis  hie  genitis  proavis  insignia  monstrat. 

Ad  quos  ilia  genus  stemmate  qudq'  refert. 

Post  decies  octo  vivebat  quatuor  annos, 

Moribus,  ingenio  Candida,  firma  tide. 

Sccula  sexq'  decern  cv  Christus  pleveret  ani. 

Junius  octavi  fervidus  inde  rapit. 


^^t^^^^^*^^^*^^^^^ 


and  Sir  Gilbert,  Knight,  in  1626.  He  was  created  a  baron  by 
Henry  VIIL  but  his  sons  d}dng  sine  prole,  the  inheritance 
passed  to  the  Dymokes,  &c.  by  marriage. 

*  "  This  is  a  family  of  great  antiquity.  Philip  de  Kyme  was 
High  Sheriff  so  early  as  1168  and  1169,  Simon  in  1185,  1196, 
and  1197,  and  Thomas  in  1473.  Gilbert  de  Umfraville,  Earl  of 
Angus,  married  Lucy  daughter  of  Philip  de  Kyme  temp.  Edwd. 
11.  and  had  by  her  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  was  married  to 
Gilbert  Burdou,  of  Barrodeu,  Esq.  and  their  daughter  aud  heir 
was  married  to  Henry  Talboys,  whose  descendant  in  the  sixth 
generation  was  created  Baron  Kyme  by  Henry  VTII.  aud  his 
daughter  Ann  married  to  her  first  husband  Sir  Edward  Dymoke, 
who  was  Knight  of  the  Shire  from  lo47,  in  eight  Parliaments, 
and  High  Sheriff  in  1555,  and  by  this  maniage  he  inherited  the 
castle  and  baronv  of  South  Kvme, — aud  to  her  second  husband. 
Sir  Robert  Carr,  of  Sleaford,  Knight." 
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In  the  Chancel  Aisle  there  are  now  these  shields. 

1.  A  cheyron  between  3  bogles,  stringed  and 
garnished - Wayet 

2.  2  bars,  in  chief  3  stag's  heads  caboshed Wymberly. 

3.  On  a  fesse  betw.  2  chevrons,  3  crosses  form^e 
of  the  field,  a  canton  gu.  charged  with  a  lion  of 
England Wdlpole. 

1  and  4  on  a  chevron  engrailed  betw. 
3  leaves  a  crescent 

2  and  3  on  a  fesse  between  3  squirrels 
sejant,    as   many  leaves,   impaled 

^    with  Wdlpole. 


4.  Quarterly 


5.  Quarterly 


1  and  4  Wyvnberley. 

2  and  3  erm.  a  fesse  nebulae;  empaling 
A  fesse  nebulae  inter  3  crescents. 


There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

Died.  ilgo. 

William  Essington  Prockton,  Gent July  22  1829  72 

Sarah,  relict  of  William  Prockton,    June  8  1801  77 

Mary  Ann  AUenby,  daughter  of  W.  Prockton  Apr.    6  1838  6^ 

George  Brabins, Sept.  3  1749  73 

Ann,  relict  of  John  Withers  of  Birmingham 

and  niece  of  George  Brabins,    June   1  1775  70 

JaneMeasure, Dec.  10  1780  33 

Jane  Measure, Oct.  17  1781  54 

Thomas  Measure,  Septl9  1787  76 

Phaebe  Withers, Apr.    3  1801  70 

Brabins  Measure,   July  31  1811  61 

Ann  Measure^ Aug.  8  1831  77 

John  Skelton,  Gent Jan.  14  1807  74 

Christopher  Humphrey,  Gent 1711  ... 

Rev.  Thomas  Heardson  Wayett,  Vicar June  2  1821  67 

Michael  Mitchell,  Vicar, Oct  10  1714  76 

Frances,  his  wife,    June  1  1702  67 
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Ditd.  Age. 

Edward  Walpole,    Feb.  14  1725  60 

Maria,  his  wife,  Mar.  19  1708  44 

William  Welde, 1656  25 

John  Wymberiey,  1615  ... 

Bevill  Wymberley,  Esq.  of  Weston, May  14  1720  46 

Thomas  Heather,  Gent Feb.    2  1773  82 

Richard  Pell,  Incumbent, 1698  ... 

Capt.  Leonard  Brown,  June21  1821  72 

Edward  Brown.  Esq Nov.  28  1721  32 

Rev.  John  BuU,  Curate,*  Dec.  11   1839  31 

Mrs.  Mary  Wayett,t  Oct.    5  1831 


•  • . 


In  the  Belfry  there  is  a  small  old  Bell,  with  this 

inscription,   Tobie  Norris   1633.     The  other  Bells  are 

inscribed  as  follows  : 

I.  God  save  the  King,  Tobie  Norris  cast  me,  1667.  2. 
The  same.  3.  Non  tox  sed  volum,  non  musica  cordula  sed 
cor,  1624.  4.  Caris  Holiday,  Thomas  Ellin, Thomas  Ansil, 
1699.  5.  Oldfield  Bissel,  J.  Wymberly,  L.  Wymberly, 
M.  Mitchill,  Tobie  Norris  cast  me,  1677.  6.  John  Rawlet, 
Thomas  Norton,  C.  W.  1614. 

In  the  windows  of  the  North  Aisle  are  a  few  remains 
of  the  former  glories  of  this  church,  in  coloured  glass. 

In  conclusion  we  cannot  but  remark  with  gratitude 
that  in  this  village  church,  Morning  and  Evening 
Prayer  is  said  daily  throughout  the  year. 
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*  This  tablet  was  erected  to  his  memory  by  the  parishioners. 
f  This  lady  bequeathed  £200,  the  interest  for  the  use  of  the 
Poor  on  St.  Paul's  day. 
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"  Turrets,  spires. 
And  windows,  climbing  high  from  base  to  roof 
In  wide  and  radiant  rows,  bespoke  its  birth, 
Coeval  with  those  rich  cathedral  fanes 
(Grothic  ill-named,)  where  harmony  results 
From  disunited  parts;  and  shapes  minute. 
At  onoe  distinct  and  blended,  boldly  form 
One  vast  majestto  whole." 


This  church  appears  to  have  been  erected  by  the  same 

masons  who  built  the  neighboniing  church  of  6osberton> 

for  the  carved  work  and  ornaments  are  of  a  similar 

design.    In  the  plan,  the  building  follows  the  generality 

of  ancient  churches,  having  a  nave  with  aisles,  a  south 

porch,  a  chancel  and  a  spire  steeple  at  the  west  end. 

The  whole  is  of  the  Perpendicular  style  of  Gothic.     The 

west  front  of  the  Tower  has  the  usual  entrance,  above 

which  is  a  handsome  window  of  four  lights,  divided  by 

an  embattled  transom  into  two  stages  with  cinquefoUed 

tracery.     The  belfry  window  is  of  a  like  design  in  each 

front  of  the   Tower,  and  is  also  in   two   stages  with 

trefoiled    tracery,    having  a  quatrefoiled  recess.     An 
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embattled  parapet  rises  above  a  cornice  embellisheci  with 
bosses  and  gurgoyles.  The  spire  is  octagonal,  pierced 
by  windows  of  two  lights  each,  with  trefoiled  tracery 
under  crocketed  pediments;  the  apex  is  crowned  by  a 
drcnlar  finial  from  which  rises  the  vane-iron. 

The  south  wall  of  the  South  Aisle  is  divided  by 
buttresses  of  two  divisions  into  three  bays,  in  each  of 
which  is  a  window  of  three  lights  with  trefoiled  traceiy 
and  quatrefoiled  recesses.  The  west  end  has  in  it  a 
window  of  a  similar  design  to  these,  and  the  east  end  is 
pierced  by  a  wiadow  of  three  lights  with  trefoiled  tracery 
and  featherings. 

The  North  Aisle  has  a  window  in  the  west  end,  of 
three  lights,  with  dnquefoiled  tracery;  the  east  end  has 
a  similar  window,  and  the  north  wall  has  in  it  three 
windows  of  the  same  description. 

The  Clerestory  of  the  Nave  is  very  fine  and  consists 
of  eight  windows  on  each  side,  of  three  lights  each, 
with  trefoiled  tracery.  Above  these  is  a  rich  embattled 
parapet  with  trefoiled  panels;  the  east  wall  has  an 
ornamented  parapet  crowned  by  a  beautiful  cross  of  a 
like  design  to  that  above  the  soutli  transept  of  Gosberton 
Church. 

The  Chancel  has  in  the  south  wall  a  ''  priest's  door,** 
and  a  window  of  four  lights  divided  by  an  embattled 
transom  into  two  stages,  with  trefoiled  tracery;  the  north 
wall  is  quite  blank ;  in  the  east  end  is  a  window  similar 
to  that  in  the  south  wall. 
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In  the  Interior  under  the  tower  is  a  gi'oined  roof.  At 
the  west  end  of  the  nave  is  a  richly-carved  octagonal 
Font  ornamented  with  angels  bearing  shields;  the 
pedestal  of  it  has  been  lowered  in  consequence  of  the 
erection  of  a  singing  gallery;,  round  tlie  base  of  the 
font  is  this  inscription,  Orate  pro  aia  Roberti  Perci 

QUI  ISTU  FONTE  FECIT  FtERI. 

The  old  Roof  remains  to  the  nave  and  has  beams 
carved  with  bosses;  at  the  east  end  on  the  south  side  is 
the  rood  turret  projecting  into  the  body  ot  the  church, 
which  has  been  richly  paneled  and  ornamented.  The 
entrance  has  a  Tudor  arch  with  ogee  canopy  crocheted 
and  finialed. 

The  Ailses  are  divided  from  the  nave  by  four  pointed 
arches  on  pillars,  of  the  same  description  as  in  Gosbertou 
Church.  On  the  roof  of  the  south  aisle  is  the  date 
1625.  At  the  east  ends  of  both  aisles  were  formerly 
Chantry  Chapels;  the  lavatories  and  niches  yet  remain; 
one  was  called  the  chantry  of  Saint  John,  the  other  the 
chantry  of  the  Blessed  Mary.  The  Pulpit  is  fixed  to  a 
pillar  on  the  south  side  of  the  nave,  on  one  of  the  pews 
in  the  south  aisle  is  this  date  1619. 

Part  of  the  ancient  screen  remains  between  the  nave 
and  chancel;  the  latter  however  does  not  contain  either 
sedilia  or  lavatory. 

Col.  Holles's  notes  upon  this  church  are  as  follows . 

In  Fenestra  Cancelli.. 

Or.  a  lion  rampant,  gu bis  / Percy, 

Eadein  insignia  sup:   pectus  et  humeros  bellatoris  sup. 
gcnna,  semcl  super  humeros  feminc,  bis  viri. 
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In  Insula  Ausirali. 

Johes  HjUayltoy  obiit lo.  Julii  1420,  Vicaiins 

ecclie  at  videtur  per  ornamenta. 

Fenestra  superior  ex  parte  harealL 
Bairy  of  6  sa.  et  arg.  in  chief,  3  annulets  of  the  second.  Derby. 

Derby  et  Marianne  consortis  Dni.  Willi  Derby, 

et  Simonis  Derby,  Johaone  Derby, Derby,  Rici 

Derby,  et  Margarite  consortis,  et  olim  liberorum  suoy  qui 
istas  octo  Fenestras  fieri  fecerunt  1400. 

In  insula  boreaU. 
Barry  of  6  sa.  and  arg.  in  chief  3  annulets  of  the  second.D€rbf. 

Campane. 

I.  See.  Martine  ora  pro  nobis.  2.  Sea.  Maria*  3.  Gh>d 
blesse  the  Holy  Churches.  4.  Virg:  coronato  due  nos  ad 
regna  beata. 


There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

On  the  waUj  east  end  of  south  aisle. 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Nicholas  Falkener,  who  departed 
this  life  October,  1711.  And  he  gave  15  shilling  every 
other  year  to  be  paid  out  of  that  Land  he  bought  of  his 
Cousin  Newcom  lying  in  the  3  Acres  of  Freehold  called  the 
Peaks,  to  buy  four  yards  of  Housewife  cloth  at  28.  6d.  the 
yard,  and  3s  making,  and  trimming,  for  the  use  of  the 
Eldest  and  most  Indigent  pauper  in  the  Town  of  Quadring, 
either  Man  or  Woman,  the  letters  NF  set  upon  the  same 
wearing  Garment.  And  he  gave  unto  12  other  poorest 
people  of  Quadring  2  dozen  of  Bread  to  be  given  unto  all 
these  paupers  upon  St.  Thomas  Day  every  other  year  for  ever, 
by  the  owner  of  the  said  Acres  thereof  by  Falkner  Beecham. 
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East  end  of  north  aisle. 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  John  Harryman,  Oeiit  who  had 
two  wives,  aud  by  them  21  children,  of  which  number  he 
left  only  7  alive  at  his  death,  viz.  Margt.  by  his  first  wife, 
Richard,  John,  Theophilus,  James,  Dorothy,  and  Thomas  by 
his  second.     He  died  October  ye  2nd,  1706.    iEtat.  suae  74. 


Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Mrs.  Mary  Harryman,  wife  of 
John  Harryman,  Gent,  who  departed  this  life  October 
the  6th,  1712,  aged  63  years. 


Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of  Richard  Harryman, 
Gent,  interred  November  the  16th  1719,  Stalls  sn»  48. 
Who  left  Mary  his  wife  and  four  children,  Elizabeth,  John, 
George,  and  Barrot 

In  the  Chancel,  north  side. 

Hie  jacet  Bristovius  Brown  summs  puemlus  spei  octennis 
Parenttl  summae  dum  yixit  deliciffi  qui  obiit  3tio  Nonas 
Januarius  Ano.  X^*  mdclxxxt. 


We  give  the  following  paragraph  firom  a  memorandum 
once  belonging  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Partridge,  formerly 
Vicar  of  this  church. 

**  Stanfield,  alias  Stairfield,  alias  Standley,  a  Priory  for 
Nuns,  observing  the  Benedictine  rules,  was  founded  by 
Henry,  son  of  Henry  de  Picrcy,  temp.  Henry  the  second ; 
and  on  a  division  of  the  Piercy  estates  between  the  Earl  of 
Warvnck  and  Jocelyn  de  Loyein,  (the  latter  of  whom  married 
Agnes,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  William  de  Piercy,)  fell  to 
Jocelyn,  who  confirmed  it  to  the  nuns  of  Stanfield,  and  gave 
with  it  the  Church  of  Quadring,  in  Lincolnshire,  and 
many  others.** 
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^^Staniield  at  the  suppression  was  valaed  at  £112  5^.  Od. 
Speedy  aad  £98.  Ss.  Od.  Ihtgdaley  and  seems  to  have  been 
compressed  in  the  royal  grasp,  until  Edward  the  sixth »  in 
recompenee  of  divers  manors,  lands,  &c.  &c.  assnred  to  the 
king  by  Henry  Halbeek,  (alias  Rams,)  the  32nd  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  did  assign  to  (he  said  Bishop  and  his  successors, 
19  parsonages,  &c.  one  of  which  was  Quadring,  and  of  it  the 
Bishops  of  Lincoln  continue  to  have  the  {uresentation  at  the 
present  time,  ld08.'^ 

The  Vicarage  of  Quadring  was  united  in  1729,  to 
that  of  Wigtoft.  The  following  copy  of  the  deed  is 
taken  from  tlie  Parish  Registers. 

RiCARDUS  permissione  di  vina  Lincoln^  Episcopus  omnibus 
et  singulis  Xti :  Fidelibus  ad  quos  pr»sens  scriptum  nostrum 
pervenerit  sen  alio  modo  taogere  potent  inppetuU  salutem. 
Cum  Parocbie  et  Vicari«  de  Wigtoft  eC  Quadring  in  Com' 
et  Archidiaconatn  Lincoln'  diocesqne  nra  Lincoln'  non  ukra 
unum  milliare  a  se  invicem  distant  Fmctusq:  Terne  Hmm 
oblationes  reditus  et  Proventus  Annul  Vicariarum  respectivar' 
dictar'  parochiar'  de  Wigtoft  et  Quadring  adeo  tenues  et 
exiles  existant  quod  bisce  diebus  minus  sufficient  ad 
sustentationem  duor'  Vicarior'  sen  Olerioor'  Idoneomm 
quibus  cura  Animarum  Vicariar'  dictar'  Parochiar'  de 
Wigtoft  et  Quadring  committatur'  qniq  debite  invigilent  et 
Hospitalitatem  (sic  ut  decet  et  oportet)  ac  alia  onera  eisdem 
Vicariis  necessaria  Annatim'  Inonmbent'  supportent  reditus 
de  Wigtoft  non  extendentes  ultra  sammam  undecim  Libramm 
reditusq:  Quadring  non  ult'  sum'  decimLibramm  et  dnorum 
solidorum  in  Libro  Valorum  Quapropter  pro  rationibns  et 
considerationtbus  supra  dictis.  Nos  prefatus  Ricardus 
Lincoln'  Episcopus  yerus  et  indubitatus  dictar'  Vicar'  de 
Wigtoft  et  Quadring  Patronus  (jure  nri  Episcopatus  Lincoln) 
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aut  dictas  duas  Vicarias  de  Wigtoft  et  Quadring  in  unam  et 
eandem  Yicariam  uniend"  et  consolidand'  in  perpetuum 
decreyimus.  Nos  q:  dictus  Ricardas  Lincoln^  Episcopas 
authoritate  nostra  ordinaria  ac  Episcopab  pro  nobis  et 
succesBoribus  nostris  Episcopis  quatenus  de  jure  et  staiutis 
hi^us  Inclyti  Regni  Mag'  Brit'  Posumus  dictas  Vicarias  de 
Wigtoft  et  Quadring  cum  Omnibus  et  singulis  fructibus 
Terns  Xmis'  Oblationibus  Redditibus  etproventibus  eisdem 
Vicariis  aliquo  modo  spectant'  et  pertinen*.  Unimus, 
Incorporamus  ct  consolidamns  per  prsesentes  easdemq 
Vicar'  sic  unitas  incorporates  et  consolidatas  perpetuis 
futuris  temporibus  remanere  volumus  et  sic  remanere  debere 
declaramos  ita  ut  in  posterum  una  solo  modo  sit  et  babeatur 
Vicaria  in  Ecclesiis  predict:  Ordinantes  insuper  et  statuentes 
quod  Clericus  quilibet  qui  a  nobis  seu  soceessoribus  nostris 
coUatus  erit  ad  unam  unitam  Incorporatam  et  Consolida- 
tam  Vicariam  admittatur  et  instituatur  insolidum,  idemq 
sic  institutus  ad  peragend'  et  perimplen'  totum  et  integrum 
Ofiicium  dictar'  Vicariar'  Vicarius  solus  teneatur  et  as- 
tringatar  totum  scilt  Ofiicium  quod  olim  per  Vicarios  duos 
Vicar'  praedictar  prsestitum  aut  proestanum  fuit  aut  aliquo 
modo  incumbebat  omniaq:  et  singula  oneratam  ordinaria 
quam  extraordinaria  aliaq:  cujusq:  generis  per  Alterutrum 
Vicariorumsoluta  et  solvenda  seu  solvi  consueta  ipse  sustineat 
solus  et  persolvat.  Ac  etiam  quod  quilibet  Vicar'  Institutus 
et  debite  indactus  hebeat  Virtute  Institutionis  et  Indnctionis 
sus  jus  et  Titulum  percipiendi  Colligendi  iruendi  et  ad 
proprios  suos  usus  conyertendi  omnes  et  singulos  fructus 
reditus  proyentus  decimas  oblationes  obyentiones  proficna 
et  emolumenta  quocunq:  ad  yicariam  de  Wigtoft  cum 
Quadring  predict'  sic  in  unam  Vicariam  unitam  spectant'  et 
pertinen^  aut  per  yicarios  olim  percept  aut  iisdem  seu 
eorum  alterutri  soluta  et  solyi  debita  procurationibus  yero 
pensionibus   synodalibus  et  feodis  quibuscunq  :    nobis  et 
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successoribus  Nostris  et  Officiariis  nostris  ac  Archidiacono 
nro  lincolB'  ejiisq:  succor  Bolutis  et  solvendis  seu  solvi 
consuetis  a  Vicarijs  predict  sal  vis  semper  et  reservatis.  Et 
quod  hujusmodi  consolidationis  et  unionis  Instrumentum 
debitum  sortiatur  effectum  ac  in  robore  sue  et  firmitate 
subsistat  volnmus  et  mandamus  quod  in  Registro  nostri 
Episcopatus  infra  spatium  duorum  mensium  post  datum 
p*  seutrum  ibm  perpetuo  duratnr'  (Registrate)  seu  insinuatur 
Instrumentumq:  ipsum  informa  sua  originali  reponatur  in 
cista  communi  parochie  de  Wigtoft  cum  Quadring  predict' 
et  ibidem  salvo  custodiatur  et  conservetur  in  perpetnum. 
In  ccyus  rei Testimonium  sigillumNrum  Episcopale  presenti- 
bus  apponi  fecimus  dat :  Tricessimo  die  Julii  Ano.  Dom. 
Millesimo  Septingentessim^  Yicessimo  nono.  Nostreq: 
Translationis  Anno  Septimo  Rie*  Lincoln. 

Quae  testor  Gul'  Whitworth,  Nr.  P. 

Concordat  hec  Copia  cum  Originali. 

Tho.  Townsend  Vic :  de  Pinchbeck. 


ST.  NICHOLAS'S  CHURCH,  SKIRBECK. 


SKIRBECK. 


'^  And  O,  ye  swelling  hills^  and  spacious  plains! 
Besprent  from  shore  to  shore  with  steeple  tQwers> 
And  spires  whose  ''  silent  finger  points  to  heaven;'^ 
Nor  wanting,  at  wide  intervals^  the  bulk 
Of  ancient  minster*" 


This  edifice  in  tbe  course  of  time  appears  to  hare 
suffered  so  many  dflapidations,  and  undergone  so  many 
dteraaopH  „d  IfJ.  that  it,  origind  Le  can  now 
be  only  surmised.  Howeyer,  with  its  moss-coyered 
walls^  and  notwithstanding  the  mixture  of  stone  and 
brick,  with  their  varied  hues,  it  possesses  that  ancient 
and  picturesque  appearance  that  tends  to  excite  those 
emotions  which  give  old  buildings  their  charm  and 
attraction  in  the  eyes  of  visitors. 

Above  the  east  window  of  the  present  Chancel  is 
thb  inscription,  carved  in  the  stone,  "R.  P.  1598  II." 
This  was  most  probably  the  period  when  the  structure 
Was  repaired  or  restored, — the  original  chancel  destroy- 
ed,— ^the  nave  shortened  by  two  arches,  in  order  to  form  a 
new  chancel, — the  clerestory  roof  reduced  in  height, — 
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— ^the  west  window  demolished, — ^the  aisles  rebuilt, — 
and  the  most  extensive  and  barbarous  mutilations  com- 
mitted in  every  part  of  the  edifice. 

The  plan  consists  of  a  West  Tower,  a  North  Porch, 
Nave  with  Aisles,  and  a  Chancel.  The  Tower  is  a 
small  structure  of  good  proportions  in  the  Perpendicular 
Gothic  style.  It  is  in  three  stages,  supported  by  but- 
tresses at  the  angles.  Above  the  west  entrance  a 
small  window,  of  three  lights  with  a  transom,  has 
been  inserted  under  the  arch  of  the  window  before 
alluded  to.  The  belfry  windows,  one  in  each  front, 
were  formerly  of  two  lights  with  trefoiled  tracery;  but 
they  have  not  escaped  the  general  mutilation,  for  their 
mullions  have  been  sawn  off.  The  Tower  is  crowned 
by  an  embattled  parapet,  with  crocketed  and  finialed 
pinnacles  at  the  angles. 

The  Aisles  possess  little  worthy  of  notice,  but  in  the 
east  end  of  the  South  Aisle  is  a  window  of  three  lights 
with  trefoiled  tracery. 

The  Clerestory  is  pierced  by  small  circular  windows, 
three  on  the  north,  and  four  on  the  south  side.  The 
present  Chancel  has  in  the  east  wall,  under  the  original 
Chancel  Arch,  a  square-headed  window  of  four  lights, 
divided  by  a  transom  into  two  stages ;  above  this  window 
is  the  date  before-mentioned  which  has  been  read  several 
ways,  one  antiquary  supposing  it  to  be  intended  for  a 
record  of  the  dedication  of  the  church;  and,  by  reading 
it  backwards,  making  "A.  D.  1139,  the  first  year  of 
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Sang  Richard  Plantagenet  1."  This  would  nearly 
agree  with  some  of  the  earliest  portions  of  the  edifice^ 
but  we  have  no  doubt  the  date  we  have  given,  1598,  is 
the  correct  one,  as  the  character  of  the  letters  agrees 
with  it,  and  also  with  the  style  of  the  alterations,  whiqh 
are  poor  specimens  of  that  Debased  Architecture  which 
flourished  at  that  period.  Col.  Holies,  too,  in  his  visita- 
tion of  the  Churches  does  not  mention  Skirbeck;  probably 
because,  having  been  restored,  the  painted  glass,  brasses, 
tombs,  &c.  were  all  destroyed. 

Immediately  on  the  outside  of  the  South  Door  of  the 
Chancel  is  a  mutilated  tombstone,  with  a  figure  carved 
upon  it  in  a  quatrefoil,  and  probably  a  representation 
of  a  Knight  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  who  was  perhaps 
buried  in  a  chapel  on  this  side  of  the  church.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  west  front  was  in  the  usual 
style  of  Abbeys  before  the  present  tower  was  built. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  Nave  is  a  plain  octagonal 
Font,  round  the  shaft  of  which  is  this  inscription, 
''  William  Clarke  and  Richard  Jenkyn,  Church- 
wardens, 1662." 

Four  Early  English  equilateral  arches,  on  clustered 
pillars  of  different  designs,  with  richly  carved  capitals 
and  bases,  separate  the  Nave  from  the  Aisles.  The 
Nave,  as  we  have  before  hinted,  originally  extended  two 
arches  further,  which  are  now  visible  on  each  side  of 
the  Chancel.  The  arches  on  the  north  side  are  less  in 
width  than  those  on  the  south,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  the  staircase  for  the  rood-loft.     The  pulpit  is  an 
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Elizabethan  design  of  oak  ricfalj-carved^  with  gilt 
mouldings.  In  the  Chancel  is  an  Altar-screen^  as  usual, 
out  of  character. 

Inscriptions  in  this  Church. 

IMed.  Age. 

Robert  Eyigon,  Sept.  6  1774  2» 

Robert  Dorr  Evison, July  18  1813  21 

Elizabeth^  widow  of  Robert  Thompson,....  Jan.   5  1799  87 

Elizabeth  Evison, Dec.  4  1794  4 

William  Wrangle,  Miller Mar.25  1814  90 

Rose  Wrangle, Oct    6  1838  68 

Robert  Lea,  Gent Mar.  29  1734  78 

John  Skelton,  Gent Dec.  16  1810  64 

Katber,  Gent April  2  1687  .... 

John  Lane,  Esq.* Mar.  26  1814  64 

In  the  Chancel, 


Impaled. 


Three  waterbougets, Ross. 

A  bend  between  an  eagle  displayed  and 

a  crosslet Rushwarih, 


William  Ross,  Gent  Ang.  25  1698  .... 

Elizabeth,  his  wife Aug.  17  1701  .... 

Rev.  Alexander  Simpson,  Rector Feb.  28  1735  47 

Elizabeth,  his  wife Sep.     1  1720  32 

Sarah,  widow  of  Richard  Gilbert June    4  1773  66 

Mary  Ann  Ogle, Oct.  21  1826  .... 

*  The  deceased  was  elected  Mayor  of  Boston  on  the  day 
previous  to  his  death. 


»^^ 


1 1 


S.  S.  MARY  AND  NICHOLAS,  SPALDING. 


\ 
S 


SPALDING. 


*'  Huge,  mighty,  massive,  hard,  and  strong. 
Were  the  choice  stones  thej  lifted  then ; 

The  vision  of  their  hope  was  long. 

They  knew  their  God,  those  faithful  men.*' 

This  Church  consists  of  a  Nave  with  its  Aisles,  North 
and  South  Porches,  Transepts,  a  Chancel,  and  a  Spire 
Steeple  at  the  west  end  of  the  South  Aisle.  The  edifice 
possesses  specimens  of  the  three  styles  of  Gothic,  Early 
English,  Decorated,  and  Perpendicular. 

The  west  and  south  walls  of  the  Tower  are  divided  into 
three  stages  each,  the  lower  of  which  are  hlank;  above 
are  two  lancet-headed  windows,  and  the  bell-chamber  is 
pierced  by  windows  of  two  lights  trefoiled,  enclosing  a 
quatrefoil.  The  Tower  is  crowned  by  an  embattled 
parapet  having  a  cornice  ornamented  with  gurgoylesj 
at  the  angles  are  square-paneled  pinnacles,  crocketed 
and  finialed;  from  these  spring  flying  buttresses,  likewise 
crocketed.  Above  the  Tower  rises  an  elegant  and 
lofty  crocketed  Spire,  pierced  with  three  tiers  of  canopied 
windows,  enriched  with  crockets  and  finials. 
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The  west  end  of  the  South  Aisle  has  in  it  a  window 
of  three  lights  trefoiled,  with  quatrefoiled  traceiy.  The 
south  wall  is  pierced  by  an  entrance  under  a  small  porch, 
and  two  windows  of  two  lights  each  without  tracery. 

The  North  Porch  has  once  been  a  beautiful  example 
of  Perpendicular  Gothic,  and  appears  to  have  been  the 
latest  portion  of  the  church  that  contributed  to  its  final 
completion.  The  outer  entrance  consists  of  a  pointed 
arch  to  support  the  superincumbent  masonry :  under 
which  the  artist  has  added  a  depressed  arch  of  light 
open  stone  work,  filling  up  the  spaces  with  a  centre 
quatrefoil,  and  leaves  or  branches  trefoiled  on  either  side. 
The  design  is  rich,  and  the  effect  light  and  elegant. 
Above  the  arch  are  three  recesses,  with  pedestals  in  the 
base,  and  canopies  ornamented  with  delicate  tabernacle 
work.  They  contain  a  glazed  window  to  give  light  to 
a  room  over  the  porch,  which  was  doubtless  intended 
for  a  Galilee,  but  now  contains  the  ecclesiastical  librar}% 
and  are  flanked  by  small  octofoils,  also  glazed.  The 
ceiling  of  the  porch  is  groined  and  ribbed  with  stone ; 
and  the  inner  entrance  has  a  trefoil  arch  within  an 
ogee,  profusely  charged  wilh  mouldings  ;  and  the  upper 
portion  exhibits  three  tabernacles  with  canopies  to  cor- 
respond with  those  on  the  outside,  which  bear  some 
remains  of  figures  on  the  pedestals.  On  each  side  of 
the  porch  was  originally  a  Perpeur.icuUir  window,  but 
they  are  now  blocked  up. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  North  Aisle  is  a  handsome 
window  of  three  lights  with  good  tiacery,  of  a  similar 
pattern  to  some  in  the  neighbouring  church  of  Pinchbeck; 
in  the  north  wall  are  two  similar  windows. 
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The  South  Ti*ansept  has  in  the  south  wall  a  fine 
window  of  three  lights;  the  opposite  transept  has  a 
window  in  the  north  gable  of  four  lights  cinquefoiled^ 
and  having  a  four-centred  arch  filled  with  intersecting 
tracery  forming  quatrefoils;  in  the  east  wall  are  two 
windows,  one  with  Perpendicular  tracery  similar  to 
those  in  the  North  Aisle,  and  the  other  with  Decorated 
tracery. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  Nave  is  the  usual  entrance; 
above  has  once  been  a  very  splendid  window,  but  now 
without  mullions  or  tracery.  The  Clerestory  is  pierced 
by  windows  of  three  ^  lights  each,  with  Perpendicular 
tracery ;  in  the  east  end  is  a  handsome  window  of  five  lights. 

The  Chancel  has  in  the  south  wall  two  good  windows 
of  two  lights  each  trefoiled,  with  trefoiled  tracery;  in  the 
north  wall  against  the  rood  turret  is  a  small  window  of 
three  lights  with  Decorated  tracery,  and  a  lai*ge  square- 
headed  window  of  five  lights :  in  the  east  gable  of  the 
Chancel  is  a  window  of  four  lights  with  Perpendicular 
tracery. 

Tlie  Interior  is  so  encumbered  with  pews  and  galleries, 
and  other  nuisances  that  the  fine  eflect  of  an  otherwise 
beautiful  and  very  spacious  interior  is  greatly  marred. 

The  Nave  is  supported  on  five  pointed  arches,  spring- 
ing from  clustered  columns ;  and  the  transept  on  a  pair 
of  arches,  with  columns  of  the  same  description.  The 
roof  is  of  oak,  the  beams  and  timbers  tastefiiUy  carved, 
and  ornamented  on  each  side  with  projecting  human 
figures  in  drapery,  bearing  shields;  two  of  which  are 
wanting.     The  remainder  are  as  follows  : 
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On  the  North  side. 

A  blank  sbield.  Across.  Twokeysinsaltire&c.  Thre6 
flails,  2  and  1.    A  chaplet.    Two  shin  bones  in  saltire. 

On  the  South  side. 

Two  swords  in  saltire.  A  pale.  A  pale  cheeky.  Two 
keys  in  saltire,  wards  in  chief. 

The  Chancel  screen  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  Per- 
dicular  tracery,  and  consists  of  eight  arches,  with  the 
open  work  well  defined.  The  Chancel  itself  is  spacious, 
and  lighted  by  six  noble  windows;  and  contains  ample 
conveniences  for  the  accommodation  of  a  large  body  of 
communicants.  Here  Richard  Fleming,  Bishop  of 
Lincoln,  who  presided  over  the  diocese  fi-om  1420  to 
1430,  held  his  episcopal  ordinations.  The  Altar  Screen 
and  rails  are  constructed  of  oak  with  a  pair  of  Corinthian 
pilasters  on  each  side  of  the  altar;  and  were  the  gift  of 
Mary  the  relict  of  Thomas  Deacon,  Esq.  in  the  year 
1 722,  as  appears  from  an  inscription  to  that  effect  on 
the  basement  of  the  screen. 

Col.  Holies'  notes  upon  this  church  are  unusually 
brief;  arising  probably  from  the  immediate  proximity  of 
the  Priory,  where  the  rich  would  perhaps  be  buried^ 
before  the  dissolution. 

In  Fenestra  boreali  superiori. 

Orate  pro  aia  Willi.  Hariot,  Militis,  Mercatoris  Stapule 
Calisise  et  Parma  ....  Civitatis,  London. 

Svp.  Sedife. 
A  fesse  engrailed  betw.  3  lions  rampant 

There  are  now  the  following  coats  of  arms  in  this  church. 

I       1  d  1^^'  ^^  ^  P^'^  ^^*  ^^^^^  ?^hs,  gn Oldfield. 

™P    ^  •  |a  chevron  erm.  inter  three  mullets,  sa.... 


Empaled. 


Empaled. 


Empaled. 
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'Or,  a  waterbouget  sa.  on  a  chief  of  the  second, 

three  annulets  of  the  first Johnson. 

Sa.  a  fesse  inter  3  cross  crosslets,  arg 

Johnson, 

A  chevron  betw.  3  lion's  heads  erased 

.     gu.  dacally  crowned,  or. 

^         vGu.  on  a  bend  cotised  or.  3  crescents,  sa..... 
A  chevron,  on  a  canton  a  boar's  head  cooped  close....ilfoorip. 

IArg.  2  lions  rampant  gardant,  sa.  on  a 
chief  of  the  first,  3  urns,  az WorralL 
Or.  an  eagle  displayed  sa.  a  chief  erm 

'Arg.  a  lion  rampant  holding  a  cross 

pom^e  gu , Piliod* 

^Johnson. 

In  the  Floor. 

Emnaled  i®°  ^  cross  4  four  roses  seeded  and  barbed 

^       *\s  escallops ;  a  crescent  for  difference 

A  cinquefoil  and  a  chief  cheeky Hobson. 

A  fesse  embattled  betw.  3  pears  in  chief  or,  a  crescent 
within  a  crescent Perry. 

Sa.  a  chevron  betw.  3  crosslets  arg.  on  an  escutcheon 
of  pretence,  parted  per  pale  az.  and  sa.  a  lion 
rampant  holding  three  escallops  counterchanged 

Erm.  on  a  fesse  gu.  3  escallops,  or Ingram. 

(1    and   4  Two   lions  passant  gardant 
2  and  3  per  chevron  3  elephant's  heads 
counterchanged  with  sem^e  of  fleur- 
de-lis.    A  mullet  for  difference Richards. 

Per  chevron  or.  and  az.  3  elephant's  heads 

counterchanged 

.Arg.  2  tigers  passant,  az 

On  2  bars  in  chief  2  mullets Heald. 


Empaled. - 


At  the  east  end  of  the  South  Aisle,  a  part  is  railed  off 
from  the  body  of  the  church,  and  appears  to  be  devoted 
exclusively  to  funeral  memorials  of  the  Johnson  family. 

Died.     Ag«. 

Mrs.  Jane  Johnson,   July  17  1703    37 

Maurice  Johnson, Dec.    3  1793     80 

40 


•  •  ■ 


•  •  • 
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Died.     AKe. 

Elizabeth,  his  wife,    Oct.  21  1762  30 

Mary,  his  second  wife,  Jan.  21   1773  45 

Walter  Maurice  Johnson, Nov.  10  1791 

Rev.  Maurice  Johnson,  A.  M Dec.    6  1820 

Francis,  his  wife,    July    6  1815  28 

Lieut.  Col.  Maurice  Johnson, Dec.     4  1793  79 

Rev.  Maurice  Johnson,  d.d.  Minister  of  the 
Parish  46  years,  and  Vicar  of  Moulton  53 
years,  May  25  1834     78 

Ann  Elizabeth,  his  wife,    Jan.     3  1827    75 

The  following  list  shews  the  great  numher  of  burials 
within  the  Church,  since  the  destruction  of  the  Priory. 

Jane  Maria  Dinham, Sep.  29  1828  70 

Richard  Heald,  Esq Feb.  27  1841  64 

Samuel  Dinham,  Esq Aug.    5  1829  65 

Gresham  Ambler  Dinham,  Nov.  11   1826  71 

Mary  Johnson, Mar.  27  1829  71 

Sophia  Jane  Buribrd,    Jan.   28  1837  50 

Rev.  Stephen  Lyon, Feb.     4  1747  79 

Anthony  Oldfield.  Bart Sep.  ...  1668  72 

Rev.  John  Dinham,  Apl.     2  1782  57 

Rev.  Samuel  Whiteing,    Mar.  24  1757  48 

John  Atkinson,  Gent 1789 

Elizabeth,  his  daughter,   June...   1788 

Marv,        ditto June  ...   1788 

Rene  Mitchell,  May    6  1729 

Katherine  Mitchell,  Oct  30  1720  16 

Judith  Grimes,  May  29  1786  77 

John  Weyman,  Gent interred  Oct    15  1755  ... 

Mary,  his  wife,  June    3  1766  72 

Rebecca  Harvey,    Aug.  21   1808  38 

Alice  Cock,  (late  A.  Bladgwin,)  Apr.  14  1695  61 

George  Stevens,  Gent June  15  1720  61 

George,  his  son, July  14  J760  58 

Martha  Eldred,  1708 


... 


... 


.  *  • 


... 


•  •• 
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Difd.  Age. 

JohnHwdy,   Nov.  24  1728  19 

RebekahMael,   Dec.    8  1708  56 

Alice  Mael,    interred  Feb  12  1742  48 

Samuel  Mael,  mercer,    Aug.  16  1701  47 

John  Mael,  Gent interred  Jan.  31  1717  61 

Wm.  Peares, Sep.  14  1702  76 

Mary,  his  wife, Mar....  1701  70 

Geo.  Metcalfe,  Gent Aug.    1  1813  77 

Rebecca,  his  relict,    May      1  1829  89 

Jane,  his  daughter, Sep.   30  1775  3 

George,  his  son,    Jan.     3  1812  46 

Robert  Drewry, Mar.    13  1786  .. 

Robert  Goodman, Mar.    13  1738  33 

John  Scotjiey,  '. Nov.    11  1720  41 

Catherine,  his  wife, Mar.     3  1729  37 

Captain  John  Ingram, Aug.    23  1781  65 

Charles,  his  son, Aug.    12  1762  15 

John  Richards,  Esq Aug.    10  1773  45 

Judith,  his  widow,    Nov.      9  1811  81 

Mrs.  Ann  Buckworth, Feb.    14*1814  81 

Mrs.  Jane  Buckworth, Feb.    19  1814  81 

Robert  Hourd, Mar.    ..  1781  54 

Ann,  his  relict, Feb.    17  1805  75 

Slater  King, Nov.      5  1742  51 

Thomas  Buckworth,    July      6  1710  37 

Ann,  his  daughter, Nov.      6  1717  16 

Elizabeth,  his  wife, Jan.     10  1771  63 

Edward  Matthias  Brown,    May    28  1755  1 

George  Worrall,  Gent     w . .  Oct     21  1771  49 

Jane  Sanderson,  Nov.    28  1823  68 

Ann  Cook,    , Nov.    12  1805  80 

Hurst  Fowler,  Gent    .^   Oct     29  1780  60 

Stephen  Sanderson  Ingram,  Gent     Mar.     6  1799  54 

Mrs.  Jane  Batcock, , July     12  1742  46 

James  Rowland,  Gent • June     3  1760  73 


•  •• 


•  •• 


•  •• 


•  •• 


•  •• 


•  •• 


8  •  SPALDING. 

Di«d.    Ag; 

Ann,  bis  relict, Aug.  30  1784    84 

Fairfax  Johnson, Jane     7  1818    85 

Walter  Johnson^ Deo.    10  1799 

Ann  Grimes, Jan.   21  1706 

James  Grimes, May  17  1708 

Robert  Brown,    Nov.  10  1699 

Heniy  Brown,     July    3  1700 

Robert  Brown,    , June  16  1710 

Mael  Brown Oct  17  1711 

Robert  Brown,    Jan.  27  1714    40 

Elizabeth,  bis  daoghter,    Apr.  16  1715      1 

Samuel,  his  son, June  27  1719     11 

liieut  George  Johnson,     May  30  1823    26 

John  Perry,  Esq % Feb.  13  1732    63 

William  Richardson,  Gent Jan.  26  1829    47 

Samuel  Greaves,  Esq Jan.  31  1822    84 

Ann  Mael  Greaves,     May  28  1769    32 

John  Wilson,  H.n Apr.   5  1809    46 

Frances  Knowles,  his  daughter, Nov.  4  1801       2 

Belht. 
1.  Thomas  Osbom,  1801.  2.  Omnia  gloriam  Dei  Thomas 
Norris  cast  me,  1623.  3.  Omnia  fiant  ad  gloriam  Dei; 
gloria  Deo  soli  Anno  Dom.  1733.  4.  Omnia  fiant  ad 
gloriam  Dei.  Gloria  patri  filii  etSpiritui  Sancto.  Anno 
Dom.  1744.  5.  James  Willsby,  John  Horman,  C.  W.  1648. 
6.  1801. 

The  building  of  this  Church  is  said  to  have  been 
commenced  by  a  Prior  of  Spalding  Monastery,  named 
William  de  Littleport,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  1 3th 
century. 


It 
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^-^??&^^^^^-N 


"  Par  oflf. 
And  yet  conspicuous,  stood  the  old  church-tower 
In  majesty  presiding  over  fields 
And  habitations." 


The  plan  of  this  Church  consists  of  the  usual  Nave 
with  side  Aisles,  a  south  Porch,  a  Chancel,  and  a  Spire 
Steeple.  Many  of  the  Churches  erected  in  the  fens,  are 
more  or  less  out  of  the  perpendicular,  but  this  edifice^ 
and  the  neighbouring  Church  of  Pinchbeck,  are  remark- 
able for  that  peculiarity,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  when 
the  nature  of  the  ground  upon  which  they  are  raised  is 
considered.  At  the  time  these  noble  buildings  were  erect- 
ed, the  ground  must  have  been  in  a  more  loose  or  unsolid 
condition  than  now,  when  the  operation  of  drainage  has 
so  much  improved  it,  and  consequently  rendered  it  a 
more  firm  and  consistent  foundation  for  building  upon. 

When  these  churches  came  fresh  from  the  hands  of 
the  workmen,  when  the  mouldings,  the  tracery,  the 
ornaments,  the  proportions,  and  the  workmanship,  bright 
in  their  beauty,  were  seen  in  that  perfection  which  the 

3d 
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dirt  and  dast,  and  neglect  of  after  generations  has 
greatly  marred^  and  nearly  hidden ;  then^  the  majority 
of  the  surrounding  lands  could  only  be  termed  a  bog ; 
these  edifices  were  then  literally  in  the  fens.  On 
ascending  their  high  embattled  towers,  the  eye  could 
not  range  as  now,  uninterrupted  over  rich  fields  of 
waving  com,  noble  pastures  dotted  with  browsing  cattle, 
or  sweet  scented  meadows — ^the  cultivated  land  at  that 
time  consisted  of  a  very  small  portion,  in  compaiison 
with  the  many  hundred  acres  that  were  nothing  but 
swamps,  harbouring  wild  fowl,  or  at  the  best  unprofit- 
able forests  of  oak,  whose  fruit  served  to  feed  large 
herds  of  swine. 

But  yet,  poor  as  the  landlords  and  tenants  must  then 
have  been,  they  could  afford  to  erect  buildings  in  honour 
of  their  God,  which  have  and  will  continue  to  be  for 
mauy  generations,  not  only  glorious  witnesses  of  tlieir 
constructive  and  architectural  skill,  but  also  of  their 
great  charity  and  true  piety ;  and  which,  by  the  neglect 
they  have  experienced  since  their  erection,  have  gla- 
ringly shown  and  exposed  the  lukewarmness  of  another, 
but  more  pretbndedly  sanctimonious  age,  which  though 
devoid  of  idolatry  and  mysticism,  has  unfortunately 
proved  more  irreligious,  and  more  avaricious  than  its 
predecessor. 

Willi  the  exception  of  parts  of  the  interior  and  the 
south  porch,  the  architecture  is  wholly  Perpendicular 
Gothic.  The  South  Aisle  is  divided  by  buttresses  of 
two  stages  into  tluree  bays,  pierced  by  lundows  of  three 
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lights  each^  having  Perpendicular  tracery ;  the  parapet 
is  embattled^  rising  from  a  cornice^  ornamented  with 
bosses.  The  North  Aisle  is  longer  by  one  division  than 
the  south,  although  of  a  similar  architectural  character. 
The  clerestory  of  the  Nave  consists  of  three  windows  on 
each  side  of  three  lights,  having  four-centred  arches 
cinquefoiled ;  it  has  also  an  embattled  parapet  continued 
round  the  east  gable. 

The  Chancel  is  small  in  comparison  with  the  general 
size  of  these  holy  parts  of  our  ancient  churches ;  it  has 
on  the  south  side  a  plain  square  headed  window  of 
three  lights,  separated  by  a  buttress  from  this,  is  the 
priest's  door.  The  north  wall  has  a  similar  window ;  in 
the  east  end  is  a  handsome  window  of  small  proportions, 
of  three  lights  cinquefoiled,  with  Perpendicular  tracery 
trefoiled. 

The  West  front  of  the  Tower  has  the  usual  entrance, 
which,  by  the  sinking  of  the  tower,  is  much  below  the 
surrounding  ground ;  above  this  door  is  a  window  of 
two  lights  trefoiled,  with  a  quatrefoiled  recess,  having 
a  label  springing  from  corbel  heads ;  the  next  opening 
is  in  the  bell-chamber,  which  is  ornamented  with  the 
same  description  of  window,  similar  in  each  front  of  the 
tower ;  the  whole  is  crowned  by  an  embattled  parapet, 
sadly  out  of  repair ;  above  this  rises  the  Spire,  octagonal 
in  plan,  and  banded  at  the  angles ;  it  is  pierced  in  the 
four  cardinal  fronts  by  a  window  of  two  lights,  of  the  like 
numbers  of  stages  trefoiled.  The  apex  is  finished  by  a 
foliated  finial,  from  which  ascends  the  vane  iron,  though 
without  its  symbolical  bird. 
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The  steeple  is  so  mach  out  of  the  vertical  line^  that  ft 
casual  spectator  would  imagine  at  the  first  appearance 
tbat  the  spire  was  in  inmiinent  danger  of  crushing  the 
tower  structure  fix>m  which  it  rises. 

In  the  interior  the  north  side  of  the  nave  is  separated 
from  the  aisles  b  v  four  pointed  arches^  on  dustered 
pillars ;  three  arches  only  occur  on  the  south  side^  one 
being  bricked  up.  At  the  west  end  is  an  octagonal  font, 
having  quatrefoiled  faces,  enclosing  blank  shields  and 
bosses ;  the  whole  of  it,  however,  is  so  daubed  with  paint, 
and  covered  with  such  an  abortion  of  a  canopy,  as  to  be 
anything  but  an  ornament  to  the  interior.  On  the  south 
side  of  the  chaucel  is  the  rood  stairs,  but  there  are  no 
remains  of  the  screen ;  here  is  an  altar  tomb,with  a  cross- 
legged  knigbt  in  armour,  with  his  feet  very  unusually 
placed  under  a  cinquefoiled  canopy  in  the  cast  wall. 

Tiic  following  Arms  and  Tombs  are  now  found  in 
this  Church. 

Died.    Age, 

Henrj  Heron,  Esq.  M.  P Sep.  10  1730    55 

Abigail  Ueviiighani  1735     ... 

Dame  Ann  Fraiser Aug.  25  1769     .... 

Frances  daiigliter  of  Sir  W.  Bampfield,' 
and  wife  of  Sir  J.  Brooke,  of  Uecking- 
ton 

Henry  Heron,  K.  B July    12  1674  .... 

Sir  H.  Heron  Aag.    9  1695  76 

Henry  Smith,  of  Cressey  Hall Feb.  7  1823  56 

Samuel  Elsdale Feb.  18  1788  83 

Ann  relict  of  Robert  Elsdale Dec.    6  1837  79 


Dec.  13  1676 


17 

1801 

63 

12 

1801 

55 

22 

18S1 

20 

7 

1823 

56 

18 

1804 

64 

11 

1821 

82 

15 

1783 

38 

21 

1768 

21 

24 

1720 

29 

22 

1737 

46 
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Died.    Age. 

£!yerardus  Backworth, , 1751     .... 

Jane  Buckworth, Apr.    2  1770     .... 

TheophUus  Buckworth,  Feb.  17  1801 

Ann  Buckwortb^ Dec. 

Ann  Smith, Sep. 

Henry  Smith, Feb. 

John  Robinson, Sep. 

Hannah  Robinson, Sep. 

Robinson  Elsdale,... Oct. 

Ann  Elsdale, Mar. 

John  Elsdale, Jan. 

Mary,  his  wife, Feb. 

Arms^ 

fSa.  a  chevron  betw.  3  crosslets,  arg.  Buckworth. 
6a.  a  fesse  nebule  betw.  3  mullets,  org 
£rm.  on  a  canton  az.  a  swan,  or 
Sa.  a  chevron,  &c Buckworth. 

Over  all  an  escutcheon,  arg.  a  castle  betw.  3  cups 
covered,  az Amcots. 

Kmnnl  d  /  ^**  ^  chcv.  bctw.  3  crosslets,  arg Buckworth. 

"        '  1  Az.  a  chevron  betw.  3  martlets,  arg. ....  Northon. 

Erm.  on  a  quarter  a  pelican,  or 

1  and  4  Sa.  a  chevron,  &c Buckworth. 

2  6u.  a  fesse  nebule  betw.  3  mullets,  arg 

3  Erm.  on  a  canton  az.  a  swan,  or 

empaled  with 
Az.  a  chevron  betw.  3  martlets,  or 

Quarterlv  /  ^  *'**'  ^  ^^  a  chevron,  &c 

^12  and  3  Gu.  a  fesse  nebul6  betw.  3  mullets  arg. 

Sa.  a  chevron  erm.  between  3  herons,  or Heron: 

Col.  Holies'  notes  on  this  Church,  are  as  follows  : 

In  muro  boreali  CancellL 

Statua  lapidea  Militis  [tibiis  in  Crucem  trans-^  Cre8»y  de 
versis]  super  pectus  depictus  Leo  erectus  cum  V    Cressy 
Cauda  duplici J  Hall,  ibm. 


Quarterly 
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In  Fenestra  australL 

I  Gu.  a  chevron  org.  a  chief  cheeky,  or.  and  az. 
Empaled.  |      Lamharte, 

\  Sa.  2  lions  passant,  arg.  crowned DyTfnoke. 

In  Insula  hareali. 

(Partj  per  fesse  or  &  az.  a  demy  lion  \j^      , 
rampant  in  chief  gu.  coUared,  arg.  J  ^«**^'»«»- 
Arg.  a  lion  rampant  donble  queve  sa.  Cressy, 
^1     Arg.  3  pilgrims  staves  pile  in  point  gu. 
^  (        piked  sa Burdon  of  Maplebeck, 

In  Fenestra  hareali  praedicta. 
Vir  armatis  super  genua  gestans  in  super  paluda- 
menta  pnedicta  insignia Marcham. 

In  Fenestra  boreali. 
Arg  a  lion  rampant  double  queue,  sa Cressy. 

In  Fenestra  ex  dextra  Campanilis, 
Arg.  on  a  bend  sa.  3  owls,  or 

Scutum  Funebre, 

rErm.  a  lion  rampant  gu.  crowned  or  *!  >^  ,, 

Empaled.*^     a  border  sa.  platee  j  ^ 

(.Gu.  a  chevron  betw.  3  escallops,  arg Wolmer. 

In  Fenestra  Orientali  Cancelli. 

Gu.  a  Frett  or.  a  chiefe  erm Wigtoft, 

T?      rA  A  S  ^^'  *  ^^^^^  betw.  3  fleur  de  lis,  arg Welby, 

Ji-mpaiea.  |  ^^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^ Wigfoft. 

Bells. 
1  Tobie  Norris  cast  me,  1694.    2  Omnia  ad  gloriam, 
1618.     3  Tobie  Norris  cast  me,  1625.     4  Everardus  Heron 

Miles, omnia  et  ad  gloriam  Dei  1607.   5  Nou  clamor! 

sed  amor  cantat:  in  Dei.  J.  Lowes  1608. 

We  are  sony  to  observe  that  this  Church  is  in  a 
neglected  state 


S.  S.  PETER  AND  PAUL,  SUTTERTON. 
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*'As  chanced,  the  portals  of  the  sacred  Pile 
Stood  open;  and  we  entered.    On  my  frame> 
At  snch  transition  from  the  fervid  air, 
A  grateful  coolness  fell,  that  seemed  to  strike 
The  heart,  in  concert  with  that  temperate  awe 
And  natural  reverence  which  the  place  inspired. 


I* 


"The  first  christian  churches  in  the  west  were  only 
temples  reversed;  the  pagan  worship  was  external^  the 
decoration  of  the  temple  was  external;  the  christian 
worship  was  internal,  the  decoration  of  the  church  was 
internal.  The  pillars  were  transferred  from  the  outside 
to  the  inside  of  the  edifice,  as  in  the  churches  in  which 
the  helievers  held  their  meetings  when  they  issued  from 
the  crypts  and  catacombs.  The  proportions  of  the 
church  surpassed  in  dimensions  those  of  the  temple, 
because  the  christian  congregation  met  beneath  the  roof 
of  the  church,  whereas  the  pagan  multitude  collected 
under  the  peristyle  of  the  temple.  But  when  the 
christians  became  masters,  they  changed  this  arrange- 
ment, and  adorned  their  buildings  also  on  the  side 
towards  the  landscape  and  the  sky.*' 

3f 
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'^And  in  order  that  the  supports  of  the  aerial  nave 
might  not  he  inappropriate  to  the  structure^  the  chisel 
had  cut  them  out;  nothing  was  to  he  seen  hut  fljing 
buttresses^  pyranuds,  pinnacles^  and  statues/' 

''The  ornaments  which  were  not  essential  parts  of 
the  edifice  were  adapted  to  its  style;  the  tomhs  were  of 
Gothic  fashion^  and  the  church  which  covered  them^  like 
an  immense  canopy,  seemed  to  be  moulded  upon  their 
form.  The  arts  of  design  shared  in  tliis  flowery  and 
composite  taste:  on  the  walls  and  on  the  windows  were 
painted  landscapes^  scripture  subjects^  and  scenes  of 
national  history. " 

"In  the  castles  of  the  great,  colored  annorial  bear- 
ings, inclosed  in  lozenges  of  gold,  formed  ceiluigs 
resembling  those  of  the  beautiful  palaces  of  the  cinque- 
cento  in  Italy.  Writing  itself  was  drawn,  the  German 
liierogliphic  substituted  for  the  rectilinean  Roman  letters, 
harmonized  with  the  sepulchral  stones.  The  detached 
towers  which  served  for  look-outs  on  the  heights;  the 
castles  embosomed  in  woods,  or  perched  on  tlie  tops  of 
rocks,  like  the  eyries  of  vultures;  the  pointed  and 
narrow  bridges  thrown  boldly  across  torrents ;  the  forti- 
fied towns  which  you  came  to  at  every  step,  and  the 
embattlements  which  were  at  once  ramparts  and 
ornaments;  the  chapels,  the  oratories,  the  hermitages, 
placed  in  the  most  picturesque  spots  beside  roads  and 
rivers;  the  towers,  the  steeples  of  country  chmrches,  the 
abbeys,  the  monasteiies,  the  cathedrals,  all  those  edifices 
of  which  but  a  small  number  now  exists,  and  whose 
fretwork,  time  has  blackened,  filled  up  or  broken,  had 
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then  the  freshness  of  youth;  they  had  just  issued  from 
the  hands  of  the  workman.  In  the  whiteness  of  their 
stones  the  eye  lost  none  of  the  lightness  of  their  details^ 
of  the  elegance  of  their  towers,  of  the  variety  of  their 
wayings^  their  carvings,  their  chisellings,  and  all  the 
whims  of  a  free  and  inexhaustihle  imagination." 

'^ Christianity  raised  at  the  general  expense,  by  means 
of  collections  and  alms,  the  cathedrals  for  the  erection 
of  which  each  state  was  not  wealthy  enough  to  pay 
separately,  and  scarcely  any  of  which  are  finished.  In 
those  vast  and  mysterious  edifices  were  engraved  in 
relief,  and  hollowed  out  as  with  a  nipping  tool,  the 
decorations  of  the  altar,  the  sacred  monograms,  the 
vestm-es  and  articles  used  by  the  priests.  The  banners, 
the  crosses  of  various  composition,  the  cups,  the  shrines, 
the  canopies,  the  copes,  the  cowls,  the  crosiers,  the 
milres,  whose  forms  are  met  with  in  the  Gothic,  pre- 
served the  symbols  of  the  worship  at  the  same  time  that 
they  produced  unexpected  effects  of  art.  The  gutters 
and  spouts  were  very  often  caiTcd  into  the  faces  of  hideous 
demons  or  vomiting  mouths.  The  architecture  of  the 
middle  ages  exhibited  a  medley  of  the  tragic  and 
gi'otesque,  of  the  gigantic  and  the  gi'aceful,  like  the 
poems  and  romances  of  the  same  ])eriod." 

"  The  plants  of  our  soil,  the  ti'ees  of  our  woods,  the 
trefoil  and  the  oak,  also  decorated  our  churches,  in 
like  manner  as  the  acanthus,  and  the  palm  had 
embellished  the  temples  of  the  country  and  the  age  of 
Pericles.  Within  a  cathedral  was  a  forest,  or  labyrinth, 
whose  thousands  of  arches,  at  every  motion  of  the  spec- 
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tator,  crossed  each  other^  separated  and  entwined  again. 
This  forest  was  lighted  hy  circular  windows  oi  painted 
glass^  which  resembled  sons  shining  with  a  thousand 
colours  beneath  the  foliage;  externally  the  same 
cathedral  looked^  with  its  flying  buttresses^  and  its 
pinnacles,  like  an  edifice  from  which  the  scaffolding  had 
not  been  removed/*  * 

This  imaginative  but  not  overdrawn  sketch  conveys 
a  somewhat  general  idea  of  that  architecture  which 
flourished  for  centuries  in  its  beauty^  without  a  rival; 
each  succeeding  age  endeavouring  to  improve  on  its 
predecessor,  until  the  efforts  of  art  became  as  it  were 
nullified,  by  the  many  existing  specimens  of  the  creative 
genius  which  had  preceded  it.  However,  amongst  the 
three  styles  of  Gothic,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  acknow- 
ledge to  which  is  due  the  palm — to  an  unprejudiced 
person — the  Early  English  of  Lincoln  or  Salisbury 
minister  may  be  as  fine  as  the  Decorated  or  the 
Perpendicular  of  the  others ;  but,  in  awarding  our  praise 
of  Gothic  Architecture,  that  style  from  which  it  sprung 
deserves  some  portion  of  our  attention — ^the  Norman ;  for 
although  it  does  not  possess  the  lightness  of  the  Gothic, 
it  still  has  various  attractive  features,  which  form  tasteful 
compositions,  and  greatly  credit  those  Architectural 
Aborigiues,f  from  whose  designs  of  rich  and  difficult 
workmanship,  and  massive  and  lasting  construction^ 
emanated  that  Architecture,  which  so  many  have 
depreciated,  copied,  and  admired,  but  which  none  hare 

*  Chateaubriand's  middle  ages, 
t  III  applying  this  term  I  refer  onlj  to  Gothic  Architeotore. 
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excelled,  and  whose  spires  and  towers,  buttresses  and 
pinnacles,  windows  and  ornamental  details,  have  at  length 
as  they  should  ever  have  done,  begun  to  form  models 
for  the  study  and  improvement  of  the  Church  Architect. 

After  the  conquest  of  this  country  by  the  Normans, 
numbers  of  Churches  were  built,  and  the  old  Saxon 
edifices  of  wood  and  stone,  were  nearly  all  replaced  by 
nobler  structures  of  far  more  architectural  pretension. 
Following  the  good  examples  of  tlie  Conqueror,  and  his 
consort  Matilda,  the  former  of  whom  built  the  Abbey 
of^  St.  Stephen  at  Caen  in  Normandy,  and  the  latter 
that  of  the  Holy  Trinity  in  the  same  city,  the  Norman 
nobles  endowed  and  erecte'd  chmxhes  wherever  any  body 
of  men  settled  on  their  estates.  Thus  in  this  division 
of  Lincolnsliire  nearlv  all  if  not  the  whole  of  the  churches 
are  erected  on  the  sites  of  Norman  structures ;  in  many 
of  them  specimens  of  the  architecture  are  still  remaining, 
as  if  the  rebuilders  and  restorers  of  a  later  period  beheld 
these  first  offerings  to  God  with  the  devotion  and 
reverence  they  deserved;  and  probably  they  were 
anxious  to  preseiTe  some  portion  of  the  original  fabric, 
in  the  hope  that  these  examples,  and  their  own,  might 
stimulate  others  to  follow  in  the  same  good  work. 

Sutterton  Church  contains  some  excellent  specimens 
of  this  Norman  Architecture,  but  great  repairs  and 
restorations  appear  to  have  been  made  at  three  suc- 
ceeding periods,  for  neaily  the  whole  of  the  chancel  and 
nave  is  Early  English  Gothic,  and  part  of  the  transepts, 
clerestory,  and  aisles,  Pei^pendicular.     In  the  beginning 
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of  the  seveDteenth  century  the  church  appears  to  have 
undergone  another  r^air^  when  the  roof  of  the  nave 
was  reduced,  the  west  window  mutilated,  and  seyjeral 
other  alterations  made,  none  of  which  wer.e  in  good 
taste  or  agreed  with  the  style  and  character  of  the  edifice. 

The  plan  of  Sutterton  'Church  consists  of  a  south 
porch,  a  nave  with  aisles,  north  and  south  transepts,  with 
a  small  revestrj  adjoining  the  former,  a  chancel^  and  a 
spire  steeple  rising  above  the  intersection  of  the  transepts. 

The  entrance  of  the  Porch  has  a  rich  Norman  arch, 
with  complex  mouldings.  In  the  interior  on  the  west 
wall  are  three  arched  recesses  resembling  sedilia. 

The  South  Door  has  also  a  fine  ornamented  Norman 
arch ;  this  wall  of  the  aisle  is  pierced  by  four  square 
headed  windows  of  two  and  three  lights  each,  the  whole 
having  trefoiled  tracery.  In  the  west  wall  is  a  window  of 
three  lights,  with  intersecting  arches  without  cuspings, 
with  a  label  springing  from  corbel  heads. 

The  North  Aisle  has  also  a  handsome  Norman 
entrance, having  ornamented  mouldings  with  a  sculptured 
key-stone,  and  a  rich  label  rising  from  cai  ved  heads ; 
this  front  of  the  aisle  is  pierced  by  four  square-headed 
windows  of  three  lights  each,  with  trefoiled  tracery  of  two 
different  designs.  The  west  window  is  similar  to  that  in 
the  opposite  aisle. 

The  Clerestory  of  the  nave  is  pierced  on  each  side  by 
five  windows  of  two  lights  each  with  trefoiled  tracery. 
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The  west  wixidow"  appears  to  have  been  once  very  hand- 
some ;  it  seems  that  by  the  date  1 602,  on  the  parapet  of 
this  part,  that  the  Church  was  repaired  as  before 
mentioneid,  when  probably  th.is  window  w^  unfortunately 
renovated;  it  is  of  five  lights  with  a  low  contracted  arch. 
At  the  angles  of  the  parapet  are  small  square  pinnacles 
of  no  very  p^re  design. 

The  South  Transept  has  in  the  south  w^;$t  .window 
of  four  lights  with  Perpendicular  trefoiled  tracery ;  this 
transept  appears  to  have  had  chapels  adjoining  the  east 
and  west  walls,  on  which  latter  are  still  visible  the 
arches  of  communication.  The  clerestory  of  the  west  and 
east  walls  contains  square-headed  windows  of  three  lights 
each,  with  trefoiled  tracery. 

The  opposite  transept  has  in  the  north  front  a  fine 
Perpendicular  window,  of  five  lights  with  handsome 
tracery ;  the  clerestory  of  this  is  Early  English,  having 
four  windows  placed  in  couples  in  each  wall. 

The  Chancel  has  in  the  East  end  a  window  of  three 
lights,  with  Perpendicular  tracery ;  the  side  walls  con- 
t^  Early  English  windows. 

Each  front  of  the  Tower  is  pierced  by  a  window  of 
two  lights  trefoiled,  with  a  quatrefoiled  recess ;  it  is 
crowned  by  an  embattled  parapet  having  a  cornice 
ornamented  with  gurgoyles,  heads,  and  bosses.  The 
Spire,  of  great  height  and  beauty,  is  octagonal  and 
crocketed  at  the  angles.  The  fronts  corresponding  with 
those  of  the  tower,  have  each  two  tiers  of  windows,  the 
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lower^  of  two  lights  divided  by  an  embattled  transom  into 
tbe  same  nnmber  of  stages,  with  a  crocheted  pyramidal 
head  filled  with  Perpendicular  tracery;  the  top  window 
is  of  one  light  trefoiled,  with  a  similar  head.  The  other 
fronts  of  the]  spire  have  each  one  window  of  two  lights 
trefoiled,  with  a  head  similar  to  the  others.  The  apex 
finishes  with  a  boldly-carved  finial,  firom  which  the  vane- 
.  iron  rises  in  the  form  of  a  cross,  on  which  turns  the  vane. 

In  the  Interior,  at  the  west  end  of  the  nave  is  a 
circular  ornamented  Font.  The  nave  appears  originally 
to  have  had  no  clerestory :  the  label  of  the  old  roof  yet 
remains  on  the  east  wall  above  a  fine  Early  English 
arch^  ornamented  with  three  tiers  of  zigzag  mouldings, 
rising  from  clustered  circular  pillars.  The  nave  is  sepa- 
rated from  the  aisles  by  five  Early  English  arches  on 
circular  pillars  with  richly-sculptured  capitals. 

Tbe  Chancel  contains  an  unusual  recess  at  the  south- 
east angle.  In  the  south  wall  are  two  pointed  lavatories, 
and  in  the  north  wall  is  a  pointed  lockyer  for  the  pix. 
The  floor  of  the  chancel  appears  once  to  have  been  much 
lower.  Under  the  chancel  arch  there  are  three  old 
monumental  slabs,  with  figm*es  carved  on  them  in  basso- 
relievo.  They  are  fixed  upright  against  the  wall,  and 
have  been  removed  from  the  chancel  floor.  With  much 
difiiculty,  arising  from  the  many  coats  of  wash  upon 
them^  we  made  out  the  inscriptions,  as  follows  : 

Hie  jacet  Jofra  fill  istius  Johis    Bonelboit,  Capelanus 
sonori  qui  discess*  A  Dui.  MCCCC oim  :  fid  :  ppf  aia  Ds. 

Hie  jacet  Alicia  quoiida'  uxor  istius  Johis  Bonelboit  q' 
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anima  ppciet  Dns."    ^^  Hie  jacet  Johis  istius  Bonelboit 

^.sonori  qui  obiit  A.  Dni.  MCCC  q:  aifL  ppciet  dns ." 

The  Notes  taken  by  Col.  Holies    on  this  Church 
are  as  follows. 

In  Fenestra  OrienialL 

Insule  Australis. 


Gu.  3  escutcheons^  or 

Az.  3      ditto        ditto 

Cecilia  de  Campo  me  fecit. 

In  Fenestra  boreali. 


Az.  semi  de  fleur  de  lis,  a  lion  rampant,  arg. 
Or.  2  bars  gu.  in  chief  3  torteaux 


In  Fenestra  accident,^ 

Hugo  de  Cranemere. 

Az.  3  Ermines  arg 

Az.  3  Scourges,  or * 

Gu.  3  lions  passant  gardant  or,  in  pale  laxways ....  England, 
Quarterly  *..  Castile  and  Letm. 

In  Fenestra  Austrar,juxta  ostium. 

Cheeky,  or.  and  az.  a  border  gu.  charged  i  Z>r^tfa:,  Comes 
with  lions  passant  gardant  or.  a  quarter  erm.  J   Richmondie. 

« 

In  magna  fenestra  occidentali. 

Orate  pro  aifL  Johis  de  Campo. 

Or.  on  a  fesse  sa.  3  waterbougets,  arg Boug. 

Az.  3  wheat  ears  or.  slipped,  Tert Grandorge. 

Depicts  in  Tabulis  utrinqus  sup.  statuas,  Egio  jus  patri 
Hufri  obiit  1602. 
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Inscriptions  in  tLis  Church. 

Died.    Age. 

WiUiam  Cash, July  19  1765  55 

Joan  wife  of  Thos.  Estcourt,  Gent.  Jan.  20  

Edward  Booth,  Gent April  20  1720  61 

Ann,  wife  of  Robert  Shore^  Gent.    Dec.  16  1678  .... 

Robert  Shore,  Gent Jan.  20  1717  67 

Rebekah  Hunn, Nov.  13  1701  13 

Beaumont  Leeson,  Nov.    6  1750  37 

Bells. 
1  1797.     2.    1797.   8.  Let  every  thing  that  hath  breath 
praise  the  Lord.     4.  Henry  Penn,  Founder,  1720.     5.  Jesus 
be  our  Speed.    6.  1720.    7.  1720.     8.  1720. 

Although  this  church  and  parish  are  not  mentioned 
in  Domesday,  yet  the  antiquity  of  both  is  fully  proved 
by  an  Anglo-Saxon  Charter  preserved  in  the  Arundel 
M.s.s.  and  bearing  date  1st  August,  868,  containing 
an  account  of  the  endowment  of  this  Church,  and 
A  Igarkirke. 


4inhtaut  ta  SotI^  AwU  it  Sutt«ltm  &^tcif. 


VvUarfuita  S-AwU  d^^tamf^htoA).' 
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'*  Crumbled  beneath  the  hillock  green^ 

The  cuiinmg  hand  must  be^ 
That  carved  this  fretted  door^  I  ween^ 

Acorn,  and  fleur-de-lis." 

Domesday  contains  no  mention  as  to  whom  tliis 
lordship  was  granted  at  the  Conquest^  and  the  town  is 
only  once  mentioned  in  the  Record,  and  that  incidentally 
in  the  catalogue  of  claims  to  disputed  territories^  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  showing,  on  the  testimony  of  a 
Holland  Jury,  that  the  soke  of  the  monastery  of  Ketel 
in  Sutton  belonged  to  the  King's  manor  of  Tydd.  It 
is  probable,  however,  that  Earl  Alan  was  the  proprietor, 
because  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus  the  town  was 
given  by  that  nobleman  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  at  York. 
In  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the 
first,  A.D.  1280,  a  market  and  fair  &c.  was  granted  to 
this  and  several  other  Lordships.  The  document  is 
preserved  in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  may  be  thus 
translated. 

P,  Henr,*de  Lacy  Com,' \  (R.)  The  King  to  the  Archbishop 
Lmc.  et  Margar.*  wcS  ej/ )  greeting :  Know  je  that  we  have  granted 
and  by  this  our  charter  have  confirmed  to  our  beloved  and  faith- 
ful Henry  de  Iolcj,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  Margaret  his  wife  that^ 
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they  and  their  heirs  for  ever  do  have  and  hold  free  the  warrens 
in  all  your  lordships  of  Satton,  Lutton,  Swaneton,  and  Boothbj^ 
in  the  oonnty  of  Lincoln,  and  in  all  your  lordships  of  Thomhaye 
in  the  county  of  Nottingham;  provided,  however  that  yonr 
forest  be  not  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  forest;  so  that  no 
other  enter  these  bounds  to  hunt  in  the  same,  or  to  take  any* 
thing  that  to  the  warren  belongs,  without  licence  or  leave  of 
them,  Henry  and  Margaret,  and  their  heirs;  the  care  of  the 
tenths  of  the  above  forest  we  have  granted.  And  by  this  charter 
of  ours  we  have  confirmed  to  the  same  Henry  and  Margaret  that 
they  and  their  heirs  for  ever  do  hold  a  market  every  seventh  day, 
on  Wednesday  at  their  manor  of  Sutton,  in  Holland,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  and  one  fkir  in  the  same  place  every  year,  of 
four  days  duration,  viz.  on  the  vigil  of  the  day,  and  on  the 
morrow  of  Saint  James  the  Apostle,  and  on  one  day  after;  and  a 
market  every  seventh  day  on  Friday,  at  their  manor  of  Lutton, 
in  the  same  county,  and  one  fair  in  the  same  plaoe  each  year,  of 
four  days  duration,  viz.  on  the  yigii  of  the  day,  and  on  the 
morrow  of  the  nativity  of  the  Blessed  Mary,  aad  for  one  day 
after;  and  a  market  every  week  on  the  Friday,  upon  his  manor 
of  Swaneton,  in  the  same  county,  and  one  fair  in  the  same  place 
each  year  of  four  days  duration,  viz.  on  the  vigil  of  the  day,  and 
on  the  morrow  of  Saint  Thomas  the  Martyr,  and  for  one  day 
after;  and  one  other  fair  in  like  manner  at  the  sajne,  viz. 
on  the  vigil  of  the  day,  and  on  the  morrow  of  Saint  Michael,  and 
for  one  day  after,  except  those  markets  and  those  fairs  be  to  the 
injury  of  neighbouring  markets  and  fairs.  Wherefore  we  will  as 
aforesaid.  By  these  venerable  witnesses  Richard,  Bishop  of 
Bath  and  WelTs.  Anthony  Beck,  Archdeacon  of  Durham* 
John  de  Vessey.  Roger  de  Clifford,  senior.  Robert  Tiptoft. 
Richard  de  Bruce.  Hugh  son  of  Otonis.  Robert  son  of  John. 
Richard  de  Bosco,  and  others.  Given  by  our  hand  at  Perth,  4th 
day  of  January,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign.     ( 1283. ) 

The  crown  property  was  alienated  by  Eong  John> 
and  given  to  Spalding  Priory.  The  manor  came  sub*^ 
(iequently  into  the  possession  of  the  family  of  Gaunt^ 
the  head  of  whose  barony  was  at  Falkingham« 
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It  would  be  equally  curious  and  iutererting  to  trace 
tlie  history  of  this  town  through  all  its  gradations^  im- 
portant as  it  must  necessaiilj  have  been,  to  need  a 
Church  stately  as  a  small  Cathedral.  The  town  be- 
longed to  the  Abbey  at  York^  which  may  partly  account 
for  the  qylendour  of  the  edifice^  for  the  abbots  of  all 
ages  appear  to  have  had  an  overwhelming  pride  in  the 
magnificence  of  their  Churches,  and  vied  with  each 
other  to  excel  in  the  profusion  and  richness  of  their 
decorations.  The  abbey  of  Croyland  was  well  endowed^ 
but  that  of  St.  Mary  exceeded  it  in  wealth.  The  abbot 
of  Croyland  erected  a  Church  at  Whaplode^  which  is 
unquestionably  the  earliest  of  the  existing  fen  churches, 
and  was  distinguished  by  the  justness  of  its  proportions, 
and  the  chaste  simplicity  of  its  enrichments.  It  was 
celebrated  far  and  near  as  the  pride  and  ornament  of 
the  low  country ;  and  the  echo  of  its  praises  sounded 
even  within  the  walls  of  St.  Mary  at  York.  The  abbot 
was  instantly  fired  with  the  ambition  of  transferring  the 
honours  which  encircled  the  brows  of  Croyland's  abbot 
to  himself,  and  hence  arose  the  ample  proportions  and 
gorgeous  details  of  this  structure  which  is  unequalled,  we 
think,  by  any  village  church  known  at  this  early  period. 

The  plan  is  a  Nave  with  its  side  Aisles,  a  spadous 
Chancel  with  similar  aisles,  a  small  octagonal  revestry 
adjoining  the  north-east  angle  of  the  Chancel,  and  a 
Spire  Steeple  curiously  placed  at  the  south-west  angle 
of  the  south  aisle ;  as  if  in  direct  opposition  to  that  of 
Whaplode,  which  stands  at  the  south-east  angle. 

In  this  edifice  are  some  fine  remains  of  Norman 
Architecture,  and  of  the  three  styles  of  Gothic.    The 
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Steeple  is  a  complete  and  handsome  specimen  of  Early 
English  Gothic^  the  lower  part  of  the  Tower  appears 
to  have  been  originally  open  which  must  have  given  it 
a  bold  and  noble  effect ;  the  openings  have,  however^ 
been  walled  up. 

The  walls  of  the  Tower  are  divided  into  three  stages 
each,  supported  by  buttresses  near  the  angles,  ending 
in  octagonal  paneled  turrets  crowned  by  octagonal 
cones  formed  of  wood,  covered  with  lead.  The  first 
stages  of  the  walls  were  anciently  pierced  by  large  open 
pointed  arches  as  above  mentioned.  The  next  stages 
consist  of  an  arcade  of  narrow  arches  springing  from 
circular  engaged  pillars ;  two  of  these  arches  in  each 
front  are  pierced  by  narrow  loophole  lights ;  the  third 
stages  are  each  divided  into  three  divisions  by  arches, 
each  stage  consisting  of  one  broad  centre  arch,  between 
two  narrow  arches.  The  centre  arch  is  divided  into  two 
lights,  and  these  are  again  subdivided  into  two  more, 
which  are  louvre-boarded,  and  serve  to  light  the  bell- 
chamber.  The  Tower  is  crowned  by  a  high  octagonal 
Spire  constructed  of  wood,  and  is  ascendable  to  the  top ; 
it  is  covered  with  lead  in  a  zigzag  pattern,  and  is  crowned 
by  the  gilded  ball,  cross  and  bird. 

On  the  south  side  is  a  large  and  handsome  Porch, 
tlic  entrance  having  a  pointed  arch  under  a  square  head 
and  spandrels  filled  in  with  quatrefoiled  circles  and 
leaves  with  trefoil  heads ;  above  this  is  an  arcade  of 
trefoil  arches  enclosing  blank  shields,  and  a  depressed 
arch,  which  serves  to  light  the  parvise  over  the  porch, 
and  the  parapet  is  embattled.     The  inside  of  the  Porch 
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has  a  stone  groined  roof,  and  on  each  side  is  a  window 
of  two  lights  with  trefoil  heads  and  quatrefoiled  recesses. 

The  South  Aisle  has  a  window  in  the  west  end  of 
three  lights,  with  Decorated  tracer}' ;  in  the  south  wall 
are  seven  windows,  each  of  three  lights  cinquefoiled^ 
divided  by  a  transom,  and  having  Perpendicular  trefoiled 
tracery,  there  are  also  two  windows  of  three  lights  each, 
with  continued  ogee  quatrefoiled  tracery;  the  east 
windows  of  this  and  the  opposite  aisle  appear  to  have 
been  blocked  up  on  the  erection  of  some  monuments  in 
the  interior. 

The  North  Porch  has  buttresses  near  the  angles  of 
two  sts^es.  In  the  gable  above  the  entrance  is  a  small 
niche*  In  the  west  end  of  the  North  Aisle  is  a  window 
of  three  lights,  trefoiled  with  ogee  quatrefoiled  tracery. 
The  north  wall  is  pierced  by  nine  Perpendicular 
windows  of  three  lights  each,  of  similar  pattern  to  those 
in  the  opposite  aisle,  with  the  exception  of  the  transom. 
This  Aisle  is  entered  by  an  opening  having  an  ogee  arch 
with  jambs,  enriched  with  quatrefoils;  above  the  arch  is  a 
square-headed  label  with  the  spandrel  paneled.  Near  to 
this  door  is  an  octagonal  pedestal  for  a  holy-water  stoup. 

The  west  end  of  the  Nave  has  a  low  plain  entrance, 

above  which  has  once  been  a  handsome   Decorated 

window  of  three  lights;  it  has  however  suffered  much  by 

restoration.     The  ancient  Norman  Clerestory  is  now 

concealed  from  an  exterior  view  by  the  roofs   of  the 

Aisles,  but  above  this  is  a  modem  stuccoed  addition  of 

six  windows,   on  each  si.de  of  two  lights  each,  with 

(emi-circular  heads. 

4  « 
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The  ancient  east  window  of  the  Chancel  has  beea 
replaced  by  a  large  ill-proportioned  semi-circular 
headed  one. 

The  Interior  must  have  once  been  a  beautiful  com- 
position^  with  its  long  length  of  nave,  aisle,  and  chancel, 
but,  now  alas!  the  baneful  effects  of  well-intentioned  but 
injudicious  alterations  and  additions  have  so  marred  its 
original  appearance,  that  the  exterior  and  interior  seem 
to  be  parts  of  two  different  edifices. 

It  appears  that  a  person  named  Allen,  honoured  the 
temple  of  the  Lord,  and  showed  his  belief  and  piety,  by 
bequeathing  sixty  acres  of  land  towards  its  support  in 
repairs  and  additions  and  the  salaiy  of  an  organist.  The 
good  gift  and  intention  of  the  donor,  has  however  not 
been  the  means  of  adding  to  the  architectural  appear- 
ance of  the  structure ;  for  who  would  praise  a  clerestory 
that  disgraces  the  edifice  ?  And  who  would  adnodre  in  this 
situation  an  altar-screen  and  east  window  appropriate 
only  to  an  Italian  building  ?  And  a  roof  above  the  nave 
whose  flat  and  ugly  ceiling  only  shows  with  more  effect 
the  beautiful  remains  of  an  open  and  real  Gothic  roof 
which  yet  graces  part  of  the  chancel  ? 

On  entering  the  west  door  of  the  Nave  we  were 
immediately  struck  with  the  curious  position  of  a  Brass 
Lettem  which  has  been  preserved  to  this  church;  it  stands 
near  the  west  door  in  the  middle  of  the  aisle,  and  appears 
to  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  than  as  a  reading  desk 
for  the  sexton. 


SUTTON.  7 

At  the  west  end  of  the  South  Aisle  is  a  plain 
octagonal  Font,  on  a  basement  of  two  steps;  the  cover 
is  curiously  carved  in  the  Elizabethan  style,  wliich 
latter  circumstance  proves  that  even  thus  early,  they 
were  anxious  to  restore  these  beautiful  and  useful 
pmaments,  after  puritanical  bigotry  and  intolerance  had 
almost  eradicated  them  from  our  churches. 

Near  the  Font  is  one  of  those  now  too  scarce  articles 
of  church  furniture, — a  Poor  Box, — carved  out  of  the 
solid  oak  :  around  it  are  these  inscriptions  "  Remember 
the  Poor."  "To  do  good  and  distribute  forget  not." 
^]Richard  Tunnard,  Churchwarden,  1712." 


The  Nave  is  separated  from  the  Aisles  by  seven 
Norman  arches  on  circular  pillars.  Above  these  arches 
the  ancient  Norman  Clerestory  shows  itself.  Vestiges 
of  the  rood-loft  remain  in  some  broken  steps,  about 
the  north  pier  of  the  Chancel  entrance;  this  latter  sacred 
part  of  the  edifice  is  separated  from  its  aisles  by  two 
pointed  arches,  wliich  spring  from  octagonal  pillars. 
In  the  north  wall  of  the  Chancel  is  an  opening,  leading 
into  the  small  octagonal  sacristiy  or  revestry  mentioned 
before.  Above  the  Altar  the  ceiling  is  domed  and 
ornamented  with  a  painting  of  the  resurrection. 

Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  church. 

Fenestras. 

Arg.  a  chevron  betw.  3  billets,  gu :..De  la  Laund. 

Arg.  a  fesse  dauncettee  betw.  10  billets,  gu.  ..,.De  la  Laund. 

Az.  on  a  bend  arg.  3  harps,  gu 

Arg.  a  saltier  betw.  4  staples,  sa 
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Arg.  a  saltier  betw.  4  staples,  sa 

Bany  of  6  arg.  aud  vert,  oyer  all  a  swan 

Sprot,  Capellani  Parocbiadis  sd  Ni^ 

de  Lutton. 

There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  chorch. 


Died. 

Rev.  John  Whinfield, Nov.  2  1757  42 

Ann,  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Morden,   Nov.  26  1675  46 

Phillippa  Hyde, Jnly  12  1735  S7 

Wm.  Gravesjun.  Gent    May  12  1699  42 

Hannah,  his  relict,  interred  Dec.    7  1721  69 

William  Graves,  sen interred  Oct  30  1716  80 

Judith  Graves  (covered  by  a  pue), ».• 

John  Bailey,  surgeon,  murdered,*  .« «..  1794  ... 

Elizabeth  Wright, Aug.  15  1808  ... 

Emma  Wright, May  27  1810  5 

Elizabeth  Maddock, Sep.    ...  1810  10 

Henry  Arnold  Lowe, Nov.  26  1812  ... 

John  Fisher, Feb.    4  1818  22 

John  Fisher, Apl.     7  1823  ... 

William  James  Fisher,. Nov.  15  1825  ... 

Sarah  Delamore,  Feb.   24  1823  90 

Thomas  Gregg, Sep.   24  1813  33 

Martha,  his  widow,  Sep.     9  1819  57 

Catherine  Beauty, June  12  1742  32 

Henry  Delamore, Sep.   24  1762  33 

Walter  Johnson,  of  Dumfiies, Nov.  21  1747  51 

Mary,  wife  of  Joshua  Scrope,  Esq Feb.     3  1795  47 

William  Delamore,  Esq Nov.    19  1742  ... 

Sarah,  his  wife, Oct    11  1761  72 

AmyDelamere, Deo.    17  1735  32 

Sarah,  his  daughter, Feb.   24  1823  90 

Catherine  Oswin, Oct   27  1841  87 

Mary,  wife  of  Joshua  Scrope,  Esq Feb.    3  1795  48 


«X»»i  W#i^^ 
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•  The  murderer  has  not  yet  been  discovered. 
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Died.    Agb* 

kichard  Delamore,  Esq • Nov.  16  1812  63 

Samuel  Henry  Delamore^ Jan.  14  1835  2d 

Mary,  wife  of  Richard  Delamore,    Mar.  21  1838  77 

Hinman  AUenby, -. Jan.  25  1791  ... 

William  Greene,  «. May  14  1698  56 

Anne,  his  relict,    May  20  1703  ... 

Judith  Corye,    May  8  1706  21 

t'rancis  Corye, June  13  1691  54 

Francis  his  son,    Feb.  10  1711  ... 

Fisher  Sowter,  ..^ * ...»     « 1711  ..^ 

John  Sowter, * June  4  1717  ... 

Elizabeth,  his  wife, May  26  1701  28 

John  Brompton,  * Jan.  9  1^02 

John  Rose July  28  1725 

Henry  Titley,    Mar.  16  1754  3^; 

Timothy  Forster,  Gent  July  17  1831  79 

Marianne  Matilda  Peele,     Oct  4  1827  4 

Leonora  Peele, Juae  30  1828  8 

Clarissa  Ann  Peele, ; Aug  13  1828  15 

Louisa  Peele,  Sept.  9  1839  13 

Laura  Elizabeth  Peele,  .^i June  19  1831  ... 

Susanna  Tunnard, ^ Sept  14  1704  40 

Nicholas  Wileman.  Gent died  June  24  1758  63 

Mary,  wife,  Nov.  30  1740  40 

Ann,  daughter,    i June  7  1752  22 

Edward,  son,    May  31  1783  49 

William  Gregg,    Dec.  10  1763  51 

Robert  Gregg, Apr.  18  1788  53 

Edward  Waterfall,  Sep.  4  1744  74 

Elizabeth,  his  wife, Apr.  5  1750  52 

Benjamin  Wimberley,  Gent Dec.  4  1708  64 

John  Carr,  Curate,  Apr.  20  1707  34 

Elizabeth,  his  wife, 31 

The  lower  part  of  the  Tower,  which  is  entirely  distinct 
from  the  body  of  the  Church,  appears  to  be  used  as  a 
basket  warehouse.  The  Bells  were  cast  in  the  year 
1716.  The  Roval  Arms  bear  the  date  1660.  The 
Fire  Engine  appears  to  be  usually  kept  in  the  Nave. 

In  the  floor  of  the  Nare  is  a  monumental  stone  of  some 

antiquity,  and  the  only  inscribed  memorial  we  were 

4r 
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able  to  find  in  that  part  of  the  church.     It  bears  a  Cal- 

rary  Cross  from  one  end  to  the  other,  with  the  invocation 

to  the  Virgin  patroness  of  the  church,  which  was  often 

used  in  Roman  Catholic  times.     On  the  upper  part  of 

the  stone  the  head  of  the  cross  is  placed  between  the 

monogram  of  the  Saviour,  and  the  abbreviation  of  the 

word  mercy,  thus:  Ihs  mcy;   and   the  shaft  of  the 

Cross  below  is  between  these,  lady  help.*     A  narrow 

brass  plate  is  laid  transversely  over  the  centre  of  the 

Cross  with  this  inscription  in  church  text: 

Pray  for  ye  saule  of  Alys  Thomas  late  wyfe  to  John  Tbos, 
the  which  deceased  vii  day  of  January  the  yer  of  our  Lord 

MCCCCLXXXV. 

The  following  arms  are  now  in  tliis  church. 

Az.  a  bend  or.  in  chief  a  crescent  for  difference Scrope, 

On  an  escutcheon  of  pretence  the  same. 

Motto.    Non  bee  sed  me. 

T       1  d  i^^"  ^  fes9e  with  three  plates 

imp    e  •  |a  cross  fleury.     In  sinister  vase  an  escallop. 

A  cross  fleury.    In  dexter  chief  an  escallop; 
sinister  a  mullet , 

6u.  a  cross  pate^  flenry.    In  chief  an  escallop Delamare. 

T        Id   f  A  saltier  betw.  four  plates,  a  chief  crm 

impale  .  jg^j.,^  of  four;  in  chief  three  roundels Hyde^ 

In  the  East  Wind-ow^ 

1  and  4,   sa.  on  a  chevron  between  3  lions 

passant  gardant  arg.  a  fleur-de-lis  or 

.2  and  3,  gu.  3  demi-lions,  or 

On  a  gravestone  in  the  churchyard : 

On  a  chevron  between  three  garbs,  a  pair  of  scales 

Supporters.    Two  stags  collared 

*  An  engraving  of  this  is  given  in  Gough*s  Sepulchral  Memoiifds* 
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"  Not  raised  in  nice  proportions  was  the  pile. 
But  large  and  massy;  for  duration  built; 
With  pillars  crowded,  and  the  roof  upheld 
By  naked  rafters  intiicately  crossed. 
Like  leafless  underboughs  'mid  some  thick  grove 
All  withered  by  the  depth  of  shade  above. 

The  floor 

Of  nave  and  aisle,  in  unpretending  guise. 
Was  occupied  by  oaken  benches  ranged 
In  seemlv  rows." 

This  church  consists  of  a  South  Porch,  a  Nave  with 
side  Aisles,  a  spacious  Chancel  with  a  chapel  adjoining, 
and  a  Spire  Steeple.  The  architectme  is  late  Decorated 
and  Perpendicular  Gothic. 

On  the  interior  walls   of   the   porch    are    worked 

crocketed  and  finialed  canopies,  five  on  each  side.    The 

entrance  door  of  the  south  aisle  is  yet  covered  with  its 

oak  traceryj  this  aisle  is  pierced  near  the  west  end  hy 

two  wbdows  of  four  lights  each  with  ogee  quatrefoiled 

tracery,  and  also  hy  four  other  windows,  the  tracery  of 

which   has    unfortunately  heen    destroyed;    the    east 

window  is  of  four  lights  with  qualrefoiled  tracer}'  j  the 
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the  traceiy  of  the  [west  window  has  likewise  partially 
suffered  j  it  is  of  four  lights  trefoiled. 

The  opposite  aisle^  has  in  the  north  front  six  windows 
of  four  lights  each  with  Perpendicular  tracery ;  under 
that  near  the  east  end  has  been  a  low  broad  opening; 
on  the  entrance  door  are  some  remains  of  oak  carving ; 
the  east  and  west  w^dls  contain  similar  windows  as  in 
the  other  aisle. 

The  Nave  has  a  fine  clerestory  of  six  windows  of  two 
lights  cinquefoiled  in  each  wall,  with  labels  springing 
from  corbel  heads ;  between  the  windows  are  small 
projecting  buttresses  dying  into  an  ornamented  cornice, 
above  which  is  an  embattled  parapet.  The  east  wall 
contains  two  windows  of  two  lights  with  Perpendicular 
trefoiled  tracery. 

The  Chancel  is  of  large  proportions  and  has  been  at 
one  time  very  handsome^  though  now  greatly  in  want 
of  repairs ;  the  north  and  south  walls  have  each  three 
windows  of  three  lights  dnquefoiled  with  Perpendicular 
tracery :  the  beauty  of  these  however  is  sadly  marred  by 
the  lower  part  being  blocked  up.  On  the  south  side 
is  the  priest*s  door  and  a  rood  tuiTet  without  its  distin- 
guishing pinnacle.  The  east  window  is  of  five  lights 
with  a  contracted  arch  filled  with  perpendicular  traceiy, 
under  the  centre  of  this  window  is  a  buttress,  on  the  top 
stage  of  which  is  this  date  1637,  and  these  arms, 
cut  in  the  stone :  a  chevron  with  a  mullet  on  a  canton. 

The  buttrQ3S  of  the  chancel  terminates  in  angular 
pediments  with  trefoiled  tracery,  and  the  parapets  are 
embattled. 
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In  comparison  with  the  spire  the  tower  appears  rather 
out  of  proportion;  the  west  Iront  of  it  has  buttresses  near 
the  angles  in  five  stages  each;  two  of  these  latter  finish 
with  crocheted  and  finialed  pediments :  the  entrance 
door  has  a  very  deeply  moulded  arch ;  aboye  this  is  a 
small  but  handsome  Decorated  window  of  two  lights. 
The  next  opening  is  in  the  Bell-chamber  which  contains 
a  good  proportioned  window  of  three  lights  trefoiled 
with  an  embattled  transom  and  Perpendicular  fracery. 
Similar  windows  occur  in  the  other  fi'onts  of  the  tower. 
The  parapet  is  embattled  and  has  an  ornamented  cornice 
with  crocheted  and  finialed  octagonal  pinnacles  at  the 
angles.  From  a  low  octagonal  turret^  embattled^ 
paneled;  and  pierced,  a  short  Spire  rises^  which  appears 
to  have  suffered  by  lightning ;  it  contains  two  tiers  of 
small  windows. 

The  nave  is  separated  from  the  aisles  in  the  interior 
by  six  pointed  ai*ches  on  clustered  pillars  of  a  late 
Decorated  date ;  the  pulpit  is  hexagonal,  of  an  Eliz- 
abethan design.  Neaily  the  whole  of  the  ancient  oak 
seats  remain,  but  these  we  are  sony  to  see  are  being 
gi'adually  displaced  by  the  modem  unsightly  pews.  The 
font  is  octagonal,  on  the  usual  number  of  steps,  and 
occupies  its  proper  position. 

The  chancel  has  three  .stone  stalls  on  the  south  side 
trefoiled,  crocheted  and  finialed  with  pinnacled  buttresses 
between  each  j  they  appear  to  have  been  very  handsome, 
but  are  now  sadly  mutilated  and  clouded  with  white- 
wash.   There  is  one  lavatory  with  cmquefoiled  tracer}*. 
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The  chancel  has  once  had  a  stone  groined  roof^  the 
springing  of  which  yet  remains ;  in  the  north  wall  was 
an  opening,  now  blocked  np>  into  the  chapel  before- 
mentioned. 

Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  Church. 

Fenestrw  Australia. 
On.  cmsilly  betonei  fitcbed  a  lion  rampant,  arg.   Le  Warre. 

ILa  Warre* 
Ar.  3  leopard's  faces  Jesant  flear-de4is,  or.  Canilupe 
6u.  a  bend  and  two  bendlets  above,  or Crelle. 
Lozengy,  gu.  and  verry Tregote. 

Orate  pro  bono  statu  Thome  dni  de  la  Warre. 

La  Warre  and  Crellc  carved  upon  two  seats  in  the  Chancel. 
Ad  dextram  scutum  funebra. 

In  Insula  Australi. 

17^     1  J  f  Arff.  a  chevron,  az Locion. 

Empaled.  ^Q^  3  ^^^j^^^^  ^^^^ 

In  Insula  boreali. 
Barry,  bendy,  or.  and  gu Holland. 

Or,  on  a  chevron  between  3  annulets,  gu.  as  majiy 
crescents,  of  the  firat Sutton. 

EflBgies  viri  et  fcetuiuse  sup'  vestes  gostantium  arma  ipse 
Holland,  ilia  Sulton. 


Empaled. 


In  Fenestra  horealL 

'Gu.  on  a  fesse  arg.  3  escallops,  az.  bctw. 

as  many  crescents,  or Ellis, 

Nebuld  arg.  and  sa.  on  a  chief,  gu.  3  mullets  or. 

Thomas  Ellis  Mercator  Stapule  et  Agnes  uxor  ejus. 

Arg.  a  chevron  befw.  10  cross  crosslels,  sa Havgh, 
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In  Campanili. 
Az.  3  bolls  or^  jesants  boar's  beads  couped^  arg.  bis.    BoSe. 

"P    ^  *|Az.  a  lion  rampant,  arg MounthalL 

Fenestra  Australis  inferiua. 
Gu.  a  cinquefoil between  8  crosses  betony,  or.,...Umfravill€. 

Tumulus  Alabastrinus. 

Hie  jacetRogerus  Bardney  benefactor  Oildas  beat®  Mari» 
in  Swineshead,  qui  obiit  Ano.  1512.  Ci\jus  ale  &c.  Obitus 
celebrationis  in  Crastino  Set.  Edw.  Confessoris. 

Campane, 

1.  In  multis  amis  resonet  campana  Johannis.  2.  God  be 
our  speede.    3.  God  be  our  speede.     4.  Hue  Maria  qu» 

plena  Dnus  tecum  benedicta  tu  in  mulieribus  et  benedictus 
fructus,  &c. 

[Quodlibet  yerbum  Corona  Insignitum.] 

Ostium  Australe. 
Orate  pro  aia  Jobis  Grantham  qui  istud  ostium  fieri  fecit. 

There  are  the  following  insaiptions  iu  this  Church. 

Died.    Age. 

Elizabeth  Holland Mar.  21  1817  20 

Sarah  BoUand    ^ Mar.     9  1827  42 

Gulielmi  Whiting,  Gen May  30  1726  54 

Gulielmi  (filii) : June    7  1727  24 

Thomas  Maltby Nov.     7  1729  32 

Thomas  Stephenson Feb.  19  1813  36 

Thomas  Maidens   May  22  1802  58 

Mark  Dickinson    Apl.      1  J720  66 

Margt.  Bellairs Mar.  27  1839  56 

3k 
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On  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  an  elaborate 
Elizabethan  monument  with  this  inscription. 

*^  Near  this  place  doth  Ije  the  boddy  of  Sir  John  Lockton, 
knighty  who  departed  this  life,  in  the  56th  year  of  his  age, 
upon  the  9th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  redemption, 
1610.  Who  had  by  dame  Frances  his  wife  all  children, 
three  only  living,  William,  John,  and  Francis,  which  dame 
Frances,  yet  surviTing,  at  her  own  cost  and  charges,  in  token 
of  her  loTc,  and  to  the  living  memory  of  her  deceased  hus- 
band, hath  erected  this  monument.  Anno.  Dom.,  1628 : 

"  What  epitaph  shall  we  afford  this  shrine  ? 
Words  cannot  grace  this  monument  of  thine ; 
His  sweet  perfections  summed  up  were  such 
As  Heaven,  I  think,  for  earth  did  think  too  much. 
Honest,  religious,  wise ;  so  good  a  liver. 
He  lived  to  die,  and  died  to  live  for  ever. 
Then  let  each  Christian's  heart  join  with  my  pen 
To  emhalm  his  virtues  in  the  minds  of  men." 

In  this  parish,  about  a  mile  east  of  the  churchy  there 
was  formerly  an  Abbey  of  Cistercians,  founded  by 
Robert  Gresley,  A.  D.  1134,  and  by  him  and  his  son 
well  endowed.  King  Henry  II  by  his  charter  confirmed 
to  God,  St.  Mary,  and  the  Monks  of  Swineshead,  all 
their  lands  and  possessions,  there,  and  at  Cotegrave, 
Casterton,  &c.  with  the  mills  of  Burtoft  (a  hamlet  in  the 
parish  of  Wigtoft,)  Sudwcll,  Maincester,  Caldecote, 
and  Casterton.  Nothing  now  ren:ains  except  the  site, 
probably  first  brought  into  cultivation  by  these  Agricul- 
tural Monks. 
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'*Such  is  yon  chufcb,  and  round  its  tapering  spire 

I  see^  descending  like  a  heavenly  crown^ 

Immortal  forms,  a  wreathed  and  beautiful  choir. 

Bearing  in  golden  urns  and  baskets  down 

Angelic  food ;  and  scattering,  with  the  sound 

Of  hymns  and  chanted  psalms,  those  demons  hovering  round.** 

The  plan  of  this  Church  comprises  a  Nave  with  its 
Aisles^  a  South  Porch,  a  Spire  Steeple,  and  a  Chancel. 
The  Architecture  is  of  two  different  periods  of  Gothic  : 
Decorated  and  Perpendicular. 

The  Tower  is  divided  into  three  stages,  and  is  con- 
structed of  hrick.  In  the  first  stage  of  the  west  front  is 
the  usual  door  with  a  niche  on  each  side  and  one  above 
the  apex  of  the  arch.  In  the  next  stage  is  a  window  of 
two  lights.  The  remaining  division  is  pierced  by  a 
similar  bell-chamber  window,  the  same  in  each  wall. 
The  Tower  finishes  in  an  embattled  parapet;  above 
which  rises  a  lofty  and  elegant  octagonal  Spire. 

The  south  wall  of  the  south  Aisle  is  pierced  by  three 
square-headed  windows ;  one  without  mullions  or  tracery, 
the  others  of  three  lights,  having  ogee  arches  cinque- 
foiled  with  trefoiled  recesses.  The  east  and  west  walls 
are  without  their  usual  windows.  The  north  aisle  is 
lighted  by  two  windows,  one  similar  to  those  in  the 
opposite  aisles,  the  other  having  a  four-centred  arch  of 
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three  lights  cinquefoiled ;  the  centre  light  divided  by  aii 
an  embattled  transom  likewise  cinquefoiled. 

The  clerestory  of  the  Nave  is  lighted  by  five  windows 
in  each  wall  of  two  lights  cinquefoiled ;  in  the  east  gable 
is  a  sanctus  cot,  above  which  is  a  beautiful  cross. 

The  south  wall  of  the  Chancel  has  a  priest's  door, 
one  of  those  uncommon  ichnoscope  windows,  now  blocked 
up,  near  the  west  end,  and  three  other  windows.  One 
of  these  is  also  blocked  up.  The  north  wall  is  pierced 
by  three  windows.  The  east  window  appears  to  have 
been  large  and  handsome,  but  its  opening  is  now  occu-> 
pied  by  a  mean  and  unsuitable  square-headed  window 
of  four  lights. 

At  the  west  end  of  the  Interior  is  an  octagonal  Font, 
placed  on  a  massive  pedestal,  and  decollated  with  shields 
on  each  face,  containing  the  following  singular  charges  s 

1.  Arg.  2  keys  in  saltire,  or ^. 

2.  Or.  a  pale  gu :.... ; 

3.  Arg.  2  swords  in  saltire  az.  pomels,  or. 

4.  A  pall  with  a  bezant  pierced  at  each  extremity. 

5.  Or.  a  staff  in  pale,  sa.  betw.  two  bird's  claws.... 

6.  Three  passion  nails  or.     Over  all  a  cross  gu. 
decorated  with  a  chaplets,  sa: 

7.  Arg.  two  instraments  in  saltire,  or 

8j    Arg.  3  chalices,  vert;  as  many  patens,  or 

The  Nave  is  separated  from  the  Aisles  by  five  pointed 
arches  on  circular  pillars.  We  were  much  pleased  to 
find  the  old  oak  roofs  remaining  to  the  whole  of  the 
Church.  In  the  south  wall  of  the  Chancel  are  three 
sedilia  and  a  double  piscina.  The  old  parish  chest  is 
fixed  to  the  north  wall ;  underneath  it  is  carved  on 
wood  the  following  inscription  : — "  This  framed  and  sat 
up  by  James  Ackcars,  Carpentur,  1632." 
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Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  church^ 

Tumulus  Aldbastrinus  Chori  Borealis  cum  Effigie 

Mulieris  juxta  Muram. 

Tout  homme  q*  passe  p'  ici  penses  q'  sera  en  oubhe 
Et  autres  seront  en  Tre  leu  q*  yiendra  le  plasir  Deu 
P^  0*  priez.  p'  les  mors  q'  sont  mis  en  peynes  fors, 
Et  p^  I'alme  Willm  le  Tidde,  et  sa  feme  dame  Margaret 
Q^  eux  ici  sont  enterres,  a  q'  eu^  Deu  donne  pardon 

De  leur  pechez,  et remission.    Ameu. 

Alter  Tumulus  sup.  terram  cum  Effigie  viri. 

Chorus  australis. 

Arg.  3  bars  gu»  a  bend  engrailed  sa. , fiootf* 

Erm.  on  a  bend,  gu.  a  cinqucfoil,  on 

F      i1  d  J'^^^*  ^  "'^^  ^"'  ^  hend  engrailed  sa Roos. 

P         (Arg.  a  fesse  gu 

Em  al  d  I^^'S*  ^  ^^^^  ?""  *  ^^^^  engrailed  sa Roos* 

P    ^  '  iGu.  3  waterbougets  erm Roos  de  Gedney* 

Erm.  on  a  bend,  gu.  a  einquefoil,  or. 

t!      aled  \^^^'  *  ^^^"  rampant  double  queued  sa. 
P       'l     A  bend  gobony,  gu.  and  arg 

Monsir  Richard    de  Roos  donne  cette  fenestre; 
Deu  lui  donne  repos  en  la  loy  celestre. 

Cheeky  arg.  and  gu.  a  canton 


There  are  now  the  following  Anns  in  this  chui-ch. 

Erm.  on  a  canton  a  pelican  in  her  piety Pelt. 

A  chevron  betw.  3  boar's  heads  couped  close Evans. 

Imnaled  |^^™*  ^°  ^  bend  3  escallops 

P       *  1  An  eagle  displayed IVenley* 

Sa.  a  pelican  in  her  piety  proper Sfuirpe. 

Imnaled  |  Arg.  a  griffin  rampant,  gu Trafford. 

^       '  (Arg.  three  roses  gu.  seeded  and  barbed,  or. 


( 1  sa.  three  horse  shoes^  arg. 


Qnarterly-^2  gu.  a  lion  rampant  or. 

(3  and  4  defaced.     Impaled  with, 

Erm.  3  pomeis,  each  charged  with  a  cross,  or Heathcotei 

4S 
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There  are  the  foDowing  Inscriptions  in  this  Church. 

Sir  Clement  Trafford,  Knight, Jan.     1   1740  47 

Sigismund  Trafford,  Esq Feb.     1   1740  47 

William  Thurlby,  Aug.    5  1689  ... 

Rev.  Thomas  Adderly,   (Curate) May  25  1736  54 

Thomas  Sharpe, May  21  1781  66 

Roger  Stephens,  (Clerk)  Dec.  16  1779  75 

Richard  Harris, , Nov.  30  1653  ... 

Catherine  Moore,  Nov.  12  1737  13 

James  Scribo June  13  1804  83 

Robert  Wenslcy,  Esq May    26  17/8  69 

Mary  his  wife,  Sep.      7  1768  58 

Susanna  Evans,    Nov.   28  1760  32 

William  Evans, Dec.     7  1766  20 

Mary  Evans, May   22  1807  78 

"  On  an  old  stone  placed  upright  against  the  wall  at 
the  east  end  of  the  north  aisle,  which  has  undoubtedly 
been  removed  from  some  other  situation,  is  the  effigies 
of  a  knight  in  a  complete  suit  of  plate  armour ;  wi^  a 
Latin  inscription  on  a  fillet  running  round  the  stone  in 
Church  Text,  the  letters  of  which  are  so  clogged  up 
with  the  whitewash  that  has  defiled  the  entire  surface  of 
this  valuable  relic  of  antiquity,  as  to  be  wholly  illegible. 
Jt  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  those  mentioned  by  Holies 
in  his  notes,  given  above. 

Accordiag  to  Gough,  the  famous  Nicholas  Break- 
speare,  who  was  afterwards  elevated  to  the  papal  throne 
under  the  name  of  Adrian  iv.  for  planting  Christianity 
in  Norway,  was  sometime  Rector  of  this  Parish. 
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*'  Within  these  walls  each  fluttering  guest 
Is  gendy  lur'd  to  one  safe  nest : — 
Without,  'tis  moaning  and  unrest.*' 

This  Church  consist3  of  a  Tower  Steeple  at  the  west 
end,  a  south  Porch^  Nave  with  its  Aisles^  Transepts^  and 
an  elegant  and  spacious  Chancel.  In  this  edifice  are 
$ome  exceedingly  good  details  of  Early  English  Archie 
lecture;  and  also  specimens  of  the  Norman  and 
Perpendicular  styles. 

t 

The  Tower  is  placed  at  the  west  end,  and  consists  of 
three  stages.  The  belfry  door  is  in  the  lower  stage ;  a 
Perpendicular  window  of  four  lights,  and  a  transom  in 
the  centre ;  and  in  the  upper  story  a  bell  window  of  two 
lights,  with  trefoil  heads,  which  is  repeated  on  every 
face  of  the  Tower ;  the  whole  is  crowned  by  an  embattled 
parapet,  with  crocketed  pinnacles  at  the  angles.  On 
the  south  front  is  a  noble  Porch,  ornamented  round  the 
inside  with  corresponding  arcades  of  pointed  arches, 
and  stone  seats.  There  are  few  churches  which  exhibit 
the  same  singularity.    The  nave  aisle  has  three  windows. 
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with  dripstones  and  corbel  heads ;  and  in  the  upper 

story  are  three  semi-circular-headed  Norman  windows 

and  a  square  one^  with  a  cornice  of  carved  heads^  but 

no  parapet.     Beyond  this^  the  transept  projects  with  a 

pointed  window  and  buttresses  at  the  angles ;  and  the 

chancel  has  three  narrow  lancet  windows^  separated  by 

buttresses.     The  east  end  exhibits  the  unique  appear^ 

ance,  for  so  small  a  churchy  of  four  buttresses^  inclosing 

three  perfect  windows  of  Early  English  workmanship ; 

and  on  the  apex  of  the  gable  is  a  cross  jQeury  pierced. 

On  the  north  front  the  same  style  prevails.     The  chancel 

is  distinguished  by  three  lancet  windows^  and  the  nave 

aisle  has  two  pointed  ones,  with  ramified  tracery,  while 

tlie  upper  story  displays  four  small  windows,  slightly 
pointed,  of  one  light  each. 

The  Interior  is  neat  and  even  elegant.  The  nave  is 
supported  on  five  Early  English  pointed  arches,  with 
massive  cylindrical  columns  curiously  inclosed  in  the 
centre  of  four  smaller  cylinders,  entirely  detached  in 
the  shaft,  but  uniting  in  base  and  capital,  the  latter  of 
which  is  richly  ornamented ;  these  resemble  those  in  St 
Nicholas'  Church,  Skirbeck.  The  arches  have  plain 
mouldings.  The  Font  is  octagonal,  each  face  decorated 
with  flowers,  and  supported  on  a  cylindrical  base.  A 
lancet  arch,  supported  by  columns  of  the  same  descrip-* 
tion  as  the  nave,  forms  the  entrance  into  the  chancely 
the  walls  of  which  are  wholly  panelled  with  similar 
arches  on  cylindrical  columns  in  relief;  and  the  altar 
has  a  Grecian  reredos  screen. 
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Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  church. 

In  Fenestra  borealL 

Arg.  a  chevron  engrailed  between  three  ravens, 

sa Thomas  Hdlmere  de  Weston. 

£lffigies  viri  gestantis  in  scuto,  et  in  vestitu,  the  chevron 
and  ravens,  (viz.)  vert. 

Effisies  viri  gestantis  in  scnto  Arg.  two 

bars  gu.    ..* * ,„.,Lamb€rtus  de  TVestone^ 

Tumulus  marmoreus  in  choro  boreal i. 
Hie  jacet  Lambertus  et  Matilda  uxor  ejus.     Orate  pro  eis. 

In  Fenestra  OrientalL 

Orate  pro  aiabns  Lamberti  de  Weston,  et  Matilda  uxoris 
ejus. 

This  Church  now  contains  tliese  coats  of  arms. 

Sa.  2  thigh  bones  in  saltire  betw.  4  grasshoppers; 

in  chief  engrailed  erm.  2  bulls,  heads  az Emmitt* 

Per  pale  ;  or.  a  waterbouget  sa ;  on  a  chief  of 
the  last,  8  annulets  of  the  first 

Per  fesse ;  in  chief  or.  a  lion  rampant  sa.     In 

base  sa.  a  chevron  voided  betw.  3  roses,  arg Johnson^ 

And  the  foUowitig  inscriptions. 

Died.     Afre^ 
Walter  Maurice  Johnson,  Vicar,    ...  ...  July  28  1832     75 

Frances  his  wife,     ...  ...             ..4           July  18  1835  73 

AnnBlackith,...  ...             ...             ...  Dec.  28  1729  65 

lliomas  Still,          ...  ...             ...           Dec.  28  1751  9 

Thomas  Still,...  ...             ...    interred  Dec.    2  1762  63 

Hannah,  his  relict,  ...             ...           June    8  1788  75 

thomas  Still, ...  ...             ...             ...  Feb.    4  1792  39 

Edward  Still,          ...  ...             ...           Apr.  28  1841  7 

Mary  Famham,  ...             ...             ...  Feb.  18  1717  53 

JohnPamham,      ...  ...             ...           Oct.  14  1730  31 

Thomas  Fisher,  ...             ...             ...  Dec.    9  1823  70 

Hannah,  his  wife,  ...  ...             ...           Dec.  19  1828  71 

John  Truman,  ...             ...             ...  Aug.  16  1776  67 

4  T 
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Died. 

Arc. 

Mary  Truman, 

•  • .               ... 

Aug.  19   1783 

72 

Joseph  Alcock, 

... 

... 

...  Apr.   11    1771 

35 

Bichard  Truman,   ... 

...              .  •  • 

Feb.  19  1762 

10 

Joseph  Alcock, 

... 

■  •  • 

...  .Ian.  25  1746 

50 

Maiy  Watson,* 

• . .               •  *  • 

Apr.    7  1836 

86 

Peregrine  Emmit 

.  •• 

... 

...  Sep.  23   1836 

37 

William  Emmitt,    ... 

...              .  •  • 

July     1    1832 

64 

Elizabeth  Emmitt, 

• . . 

■  • . 

...  May    6  1834 

62 

Rev.  W.  Johnson, ... 

...               ... 

Dec.  15  1825 

25 

Elizabeth  Watson, 

... 

... 

...  Apr.  13  1765 

37 

Thomas  Knott,     ... 

...              .  •  • 

Apr.      7  1829 

69 

Mrs.  Hannah  Knott, 

... 

... 

...  May    17  1792 

67 

Francis  Knotty 

...               ... 

Aug.   27  1760 

3 

Robert  Knott, 

... 

... 

...  Sep.    15  1765 

40 

Robert,  his  son,    ... 

...              .  •  • 

Jan.      6  1756 

... 

William  Fisher, 

... 

.*  • 

...  Mar.    11  1827 

33 

Frances  Fisher,   «.. 

...               •  • . 

Mar.      1  1815 

11 

George  Fisher, 

... 

... 

...  May    28  1908 

... 

Ann  Fisher, 

...              . .  • 

Apr.      9  1842 

79 

WiUiam  Whittaker  Clarke, 

... 

...   Apr.     5  1640 

... 

James  Brecknock,  Clerk, 

•  ■ .              •  •  • 

Apr.      1  1691 

... 

James  Morton,  Gent. 

. . . 

... 

...  Not.    30  1710 

68 

Jeffirey  Wallet,     ... 

.*  a                                       ... 

Mar.    10  1640 

... 

Jane  Lacey, ... 

•  • 

•  .  ■ 

...  Dec.     25  1732 

33 

Mrs.  Mary  Truman, 

1 

)  •  .                                      .  •  a 

Aug.    19  1783 

72 

Thomee  Famum, 

>  •  a 

•  •  • 

...  June    14  1714 

44 

Gulielmi  Johnson, 

...                                     ... 

Bells, 

Dec.     ...  1825 

25 

1.  1613.    2.  Thos.  Eayre,  Kettering,  fecit.     Omnia  fiant 
ad  gloriam.     3.  1769. 
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*  Thb  lady  bequeathed  £100  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 
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WHAPLODE. 


''  How  all  things  glow  with  life  and  thought. 

Where'er  our  faithful  fathers  trod! 
The  very  ground  with  speech  is  fraught. 

The  very  air  is  eloquent  of  God." 

This  Church  was  originally  built  on  a  cape  of  land 
rather  more  elevated  than  the  surrounding  wastes,  and 
kept  free  from  inundation  by  artificial  drains ;  whence 
the  name  of  Cape-lode.  Stukeley,  however,  (Itin.,  vol. 
l,p.  23)  says  of  the  etymology  of  Whaplode,^Cappellade; 
CapeUa  ad  Ladam,  s.  fluvium.'  It  is  a  very  ancient 
village ;  and  vestiges  of  Roman  antiquities  have  been 
found  here  at  different  periods.  The  tracts  of  available 
land  throughout  the  parish,  an  extent  of  nearly  15 
miles,  were  sedulously  cultivated  by  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  sacred  duties  were  performed  by  the  monks  of 
Crowland,  who  visited  this  and  other  neighbouring 
Churches  in  boats,  as  all  the  low  lands  were  deeply 
covered  with  water.  At  the  Conquest,  as  we  learn 
from  Domesday,  the  lordship  was  divided  between  Earl 
Alan  and  Wido  de  Credon  j  except  such  portion  as  the 
King  reserved  for  his  own  use,  and  the  Abbey  lands, 
which  Guthlac  possessed  sufficient  interest  to  preserve 
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from  alienation.  The  Church  was  rebuilt  soon  after 
the  conquest,  and  the  Book  of  Croyland  Abbey  speaks 
of  it  as  having  been  appropriated  during  the  presidency 
of  Ralph  de  March^  who  was  the  23rd  Abbot  from 
Kenulph,  and  died  in  1281,  which  agrees  with  the  date 
of  the  endowment  of  the  vicarage,  a.  d.  1268,  for  March 
held  the  abbacy  26  years.  At  this  time  Whaplode  had 
a  public  market.  The  following  testimonies  of  these 
facts,  from  Leland,  may  be  as  acceptable  as  they  are 
interesting. 

"  Radulphus  de  Merch  monachus  Croilandiae  successit. 
Adquisivit  manerium  Gedeney  ;  ecclesiam  de  Quappe- 
lode  in  proprios  usus  et  advocationem  ecclesiae  de 
Eston.  Impetravit  et  a  D'no  rege  Hemico  mercata  de 
Quappelode,  &c."  Marginal  Note.  *' Quappelode, 
vulgo  Hoppelode,  forum  nunc  etiam  prope  minorem 
maris  eruptionem  versus  villam  S.  Botolphi."  (Vol.  4, 
Append,  p.  140.)  "  Asewik,  a  farm  about  four  miles 
from  Croyland  be  water  upon  Weland  water.  It  was 
the  Abbate's  place.  Quapelode  ix  miles  from  Crowland, 
and  five  miles  from  Asewik.  Asewik  is  in  Quapelode 
paroch.  Quapelode  on  Wyland,  and  the  stream  is  fresh 
water  there."     (Ibid.  p.  162,  163.) 

Tlie  Church  is  a  very  remarkable  composition.  The 
Nave  has  been  erected  at  two  different  periods  j  and  the 
Tower  is  placed  at  the  end  of  tlie  south  transept.  There 
is  some  probability  that  the  edifice  was  intended  to  dis* 
play  a  superior  magnificence,  as  the  Abbot  of  Crowland 
resided  in  the  parish,  and  to  be  furnished  with  more 
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than  one,  and  perhaps  with  three  towers ;  one  at  each 
end  of  the  transept,  and  the  principal  tower  at  the  west 
end ;  for  it  evidently  exhibits  an  unfinished  appearance* 
It  is  built  of  a  fine  white  stone,  whicli  retains  its  colour, 
and  conveys  to  the  structure  a  character  of  peculiar 
interest. 

The  plan  of  this  Church  is  composed  of  a  Nave  with 
its  Aisles,  north  and  south  Porches,  Transepts,  a  Tower 
Steeple,  and  a  Chancel.  The  Architecture  is  as  usual, 
of  several  different  periods ;  the  principal  part  is  of  a 
a  Norman  and  Early  English  date.  Tlie  Tower  is  a 
bold  and  elegant  composition  ;  the  walls  being  divided 
into  four  stages,  supported  by  buttresses  near  the  angles. 

The  lower  stage  is  paneled  with  an  arcade  of  arches 
slightly  pointed,  ornamented  with  zigzag  mouldings, 
and  rising  from  tall  and  slender  cylinders,  the  two 
centre  ones  being  shortened  to  make  room  for  the 
belfry  door.  The  upper  part  of  the  second  story  is 
ornamented  with  a  range  of  pointed  arches  :  and  in  the 
centre  above  the  door,  is  a  niche  with  a  trefoil  head 
inclosed  within  a  triangular  canopy.  The  third  story  is 
also  paneled  with  a  tier  of  arches,  nearly  covered  by  the 
clock  face ;  the  fourth  has  two  tall  pointed  bell  windows 
flanked  by  elegant  clusters  of  small  cylinders ;  the  fifth 
is  plain,  and  the  whole  is  crowned  with  an  embattled 
parapet  and  a  cornice  of  heads  and  bosses,  the  angles 
finished  off  with  pinnacles  terminating  in  balls  and 
vanes. 
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The  Chancel  has  been  recently  reneired^  and  there* 
fore  displays  little  architectural  decoration.  It  is  of 
squared  stone  supported  by  buttresses ;  the  east  window 
has  four  lights  divided  by  stone  mullions  pointed  at  the 
lop^  and  a  small  circular-headed  Norman  window  is 
seen  over  the  chancel  in  the  gable  of  the  nave,  on  the 
apex  of  which  is  a  Cross.  In  the  north  front  is  a  noble 
transept,  supported  by  diagonal  buttresses,  which  is  now 
used  as  a  School  room ;  and  the  nave  aisle  has  a  super- 
fluous porch,  and  five  pointed  windows,  in  one  of  which 
is  presented  a  specimen  of  Perpendicular  tracery.  The 
Clerestory  contains  an  arcade  of  circular  arches  that 
extends  the  whole  length  of  the  building;  seven  of 
which  ai'e  pierced  and  converted  into  windows.  The 
west  end  has  a  large  pointed  door  with  lateral  niches, 
and  a  window  above  with  five  lights  and  a  transom ;  but 
the  upper  compartment  which  formerly  contained  traceiy 
is  now  blocked  up  with  plaister.  At  each  end  of  the 
nave  aisle  is  a  window  of  three  lights,  the  tracery  of 
which  has  also  been  removed.  The  south  front  is  dis- 
tinguished by  a  triangular  porch  of  modern  construction, 
and  five  windows  with  depressed  arches  and  a  sweeping 
cornice.  The  upper  story  is  decorated  with  a  noble 
arcade  of  circular  ai'clies,  which  contain  eight  mndows 
all  devoid  of  tracery  except  one,  which  has  some  Per- 
pendicular tracery. 

The  Interior  exhibits  an  appearance  of  great  beauty, 
being  spacious  and  lofty,  and  roofed  with  carved  oak, 
the  spandrels  ornamented  with  shields  and  other  tasteful 
devices.     The  nave  is  supported  on  each  side  by  seven 
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circular  arches  and  massive  columns  variously  diver- 
sified. It  has  heen  huilt  at  two  several  times^  and  the 
east  end  is  the  most  ancient.  The  first  three  columns 
on  each  side,  beginning  firom  the  west,  are  composed  of 
a  cluster  of  four  small  shafts  connected.  The  whole  being 
of  a  diameter  disproportionately  large  in  comparison 
with  the  height  of  the  pillars,  gives  them  a  dwarfish 
appearance :  the  mouldings  of  the  capitals  are  ornamented 
with  sculptured  flowers.  The  next  pair  of  columns  are 
partly  clustered,  and  partly  piers  of  plain  majsonry,  for 
this  was  the  extreme  westerly  point  of  the  original  nave, 
and  here  the  present  pews  commence ;  the  succeeding 
pair  are  octangular  with  sculptured  foliated  capitals ;  the 
next  are  massive  cylinders,  and  the  last  are  composed 
of  a  cluster  of  eight  combined  shafts  with  square  capitals* 
At  the  east  end  of  the  aisle  leading  into  the  chancel  is 
»  beautiful  Norman  arch,  finely  ornamented  with  a 
double  range  of  zigzag  mouldings,  over  which  is  the 
MiDging  gallery,  accessible  by  the  rood  stair-case  within 
the  south  pier.  An  octagonal  Norman  Font  occupies  a 
conspicuous  situation  in  the  west,  elevated  on  a  central 
cylinder  with  twisted  columns  at  the  angles,  and  sup- 
ported on  an  ample  circular  base  with  three  steps^ 

Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  church. 
Campanile  a  latere  australi  Ecclie  juxta  cancelluiu. 

In  Fenestra  Cancelfi. 

Gu.  a  fosse  nebnlee  betw,  3  mullets  of  6  points,  ar<r 

Arg.  a  chevron,  betw.  3  crosses  betoiiy  titchy,  gu 

Tn  Fenestra  Orientali  Insule  Borealis. 
Or.  a  fessc  betw.  2  chevrons,  gu Fitz  Walter, 
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Sa.  fretty  of  6  pieces,  arg 

Arg.  2  lions  passants  gardants,  gn lAttlebury. 

Or.  2  bars,  az 

Az.  on  a  bend 3  roses  arg Porter. 

Effigies  Tiri  gestantis  sup.  tunieam  tres  roses ;  super 
arculnm  transversnm. 
Orate  pro  aia  JoHis  Porter  et  Amicie  consortis  sas. 

Eadem  effigies  cnm  ejusdem  insigniis  in  Fenestri  occidentali. 

Fenestrsp  Boreales, 

Gu.  a  bend  betw.  6  fleur-de-lis,  arg 

Gu.  a  bend  ermine Eye. 

Gu.  a  cross  moline,  arg Beke. 

Qnarterly,  sa.  and  or.  over  all  a  bend,  gn 

Barry  of  6,  or.  and  az.  on  a  bend,  gu.  3  escallops, 

arg Quaplod. 

Effigies  viri  nee  non   femine  gestantium  sup.  pectora 
insignia  eadem. 

JoHES  DE  QUAPLOD  fecit  fieri  bas  Fenestras  in  honorem 
beatse  Marice  et  beati  Edmundi  Martyris. 

Fenestra  superior  australis  juxta  cancellum. 

Arg.  2  lions  passants  gardauts,  gu Littlebury* 

Az.  2  bars,  arg Venables, 

Az.  on  a  bend 3  roses,  arg Porter. 

Fenestra  occidentalis. 

Gu.  oft  a  fosse  betw.  3  crescents,  or.  3  escallops  az Ettys. 

Arg.  2  lions  passants  gardantsgu.  ...  Littlebury. 

Gu.  3  bars  erm •. Kyrketon, 

,Gu.  3  crescents,  or.  a  canton  erm Dalyson^ 

Az.  a  chevron  betw.  3  swans'  heads  erased,  arg 

Arg.  3  maces,  sa Pulvertoft. 

Orate  pro  aiabus  Thomj£  Polyertoft  et  Catherinjs 

uxoris  suae  et  pro  GiLBERTI  POLTERTOFTCt  ELIZABETHS 

uxoris  suae. 


Quarterly 
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Erm.  3  lozenges  erm Baultofi. 

Orate  pro  aiabus  Wilhelmi  Haultoft,  Arm 

uxor  ejus  et  pro  aia  Gilbebti  Haultoft  et  pro  aiabus. 
Willi  Haultoft  et  ELiZABETHiE,  Agnetis  et  Alicije 
uxorem  ejus. 

In  Insula  horeali  lapide  sculpt. 


•^  J  Quarterly 


•.  on  a  lesse  betw.  ^chevrons,  sa.|  ti^  ,     , 
3  cross  crosslets  arg ^waipoie. 


3  lozenges. 


m    I  I V  AVTA^uif  «=7.     

H  (Sa.  a  fesse  betw.  3  fleur-de-lis,  arg Welby,' 

Super,  Sedile, 


^        I  J  ( 3  lozenges 

±.mpalea.|g^  a  fesse  betw.  3  fleur-de-lis,. 


Empaled. 


Sculpt  in  Ingressum  cancellL 

'Argf.  a  fesse  betw.  3  crescents  jesants 

fleur-de-lis,  gu Ogle, 

a  fesse  cheeky  betw.  3  cinqnefoils 


At  the  west  end  of  the  south  aisle  is  a  sumptuous 
monument  built  of  freestone  and  surrounded  by  an  iron 
railing,  erected  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Anthony  Irby  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife.  It  consists  of  an  altar  tomb  under, 
a  canopy  supported  by  ten  Grecian  pillars  of  the  Com- 
posite order,  four  on  each  side  and  one  at  each  end. 
On  the  tomb  lies  the  knight  with  his  head  on  a  superb 
cushion,  and  at  his  feet,  on  a  wreath  a  wyvern's  head 
erased,  collared  and  langued;  his  lady  lies  at  his  right 
hand,  and  at  her  feet,  on  a  wreath  a  grilBSn  sejant  Over 
the  canopy  are  shields  containing  the  arms  of  both.  On 
the  north  side, 

Arcr.  fretty  sa.    On  a  canton  gu.  a  cbaplet  or.    Crest.    A 
wyvera^s  head  arg.  collared  and  langued,  gu Irhy. 

These  arms  are  also  displayed  on  an  old  tattered 

banner  which  hangs  near  the  monument  beneath  an  iron 
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helmet,  but  with  different  tinctures^  which  however  are 

more  likely  to  be  correct. 

SsL  fretty  arg.  on  a  canton  gu 

On  the  south  side  the  arms  of  Irbj  are  impaled  with, 
Sa.  a  cross  engrailed  or.  with  a  mullet  of  the  last 
in  dexter  chief.    Peyton. 

On  each  side  of  the  tomb  between  the  bases  of  the 

columns^  are  their  five  children  in  the  attitude  of  prayer; 

three  on  the  north  side  and  two  on  the  south.     The 

frieze  is  charged  vnXh  die  following  inscription  in  Roman 

Capitals. 

"  Heere  lieth  Bvried  Sr.  Anthonie  Irbv  Knight  Sonne  of 
Anthonie  Irby  Esqvire  and  Alice  his  wife  Davghter  of 
Thomas  Welbie  Ksqvire  which  Sr.  Authonie  took  to  wife 
£lizabeth,  davghter  of  Sr.  John  Pe}  ton  of  Iselam  in  the 
covntie  of  Cambridge  Elnight  and  Baronet  of  the  noble  race 
of  the  Vffordps  sometimes  Earles  of  Svffolke  by  whom  he 
had  Issve  Sr.  Anthonie  Irby  Knight,  Edward,  Thomas, 
Alice,  and  Elizabeth  %vho  died  an  infant;  Sr.  Anthonie  the 
eldest  married  his  first  wife  Fravnces  davghter  of  Sr.  William 
Wray  Knight  and  Baronet  and  Fravnces  bis  wife  davghter 
and  coheire  to  Sr.  William  Drvry  of  Halstead  in  Svfiblk, 
his  second  Margaret  dav^rhter  of  Sr.  Richai'd  Smith  of  the 
covutie  of  Kent  Knight.' 

The  family  of  Irby  or  Ireby  is  of  great  autiqaity>  and  its  name 
taken  from  the  county  of  Lincoln,  where  the  chief  branch  of  the 
family  long  flomrished,  being  lords  of  Ireby  or  Ireby,  in  Caudlesho 
wapentake,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  but  since  gone  to  another 
family. 

Sir  William  de  Irby,  Knight,  in  1251,  35th  Henr}- IH.  was 
witness  to  the  charter  of  foundation  of  the  abbey  of  Hales,  co- 
Gloucester,  granted  by  tlie  King's  brother,  Richard  Earl  of  Corn- 
wall, King  of  the  Romans.  Also  to  a  charter  of  confirmation  to 
the  monastery  of  St  Bega^  in  Cumberland^  granted  by  William 
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de  Fortibus  Earle  of  Albennarle,  and  to  another  charter  of  the 
afore-mentioned  Richard  Earle  of  Cornwall,  to  the  priory  of 
Knaresborongh,  co.  of  York,  dated  10th  April,  1^57.  This  Sir 
William  was  probably  in  some  considerable  employment  in  the 
reign  of  King  John,  and  an  attendant  upon  his  second  son» 
Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall. 

In  5  Edward  III.  1332,  John  de  Ireby  appears  to  be  one  of 
the  jurors,  in  an  inquest  taken  before  the  King's  Escheator,  for 
founding  the  Chauntry  in  Wigton,  by  John  Gerroun  and  Margaret 
his  wife,  and  granting  it  together  with  the  advowson  of  the 
church,  to  the  Abbey  of  Hulcultrum,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland. 

Robert  Erby  or  Irby  of  Laceby,  co.  Lincoln,  married  one  of 
the  daughters  and  coheiresses  of  Herbert  Flynton,  Esq.  (by  his 
wife  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheiresses  of  Walter  de  la  Lynde, 
Lord  of  Laceby  and  Bulbrook,  co.  Sussex,  by  whom  he  had  issue, 
Robert,  who  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Lowdham^ 
Knight,  and  had  issue ;  Bennet  Ireby,  Esq.  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Gamsby,  Knight,  who  wedded  a  daughter 
of  John  Broughe,  Esq.  and  had  issue,  Alice,  wife  of  Richard 
Quadring,  Esq. 

Robert  Ireby,  Esq.,  the  eldest  son,  married  Joan,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Thimbleby  of  PoUam,  Esq.  co.  Lincoln,  by  whom  he 
had  issue,  Thomas  who  died  without  issue,  and  Anthony  Ireby  or 
Irby,  Esq.  who  was  seated  at  Gosberton,  co.  Lincoln,  and  died 
June  2 1  St,  1552.  He  married  Alice,  daughter  of  John  Bountaine, 
Esq.,  and  by  her  who  died  in  1557  had  issue,  Thomas  Irby  Esq, 
who  was  seated  at  Whapload  Hall,  co.  Lincoln;  he  married  Isabel, 
daughter  and  coheiress  of  Thomas  Sargeant,  Esq.  of  Moulton, 
CO.  Lincoln,  and  was  buried  at  Whaplode,  April  30th,  1561. — 
Thompsons  History  of  Boston, 


In  the  School  room,  which  occupies  the  north  transept, 
are  the  following  arms. 

^     -♦    1   1 1  a^d  4  on  a  fesse  betw.  2  cbeyrons>  3  quatrefoils. 
Viuaneriy  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^,^^^^  ^^^.j^  ,^  triangle. 

Impaled  with^  on  a  fosse  bctw.  3  fleur-de-lis^  a  cinquefoil. 
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There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  church. 

Died.    A^e. 

Susannah  wife  of  John  Oliver,    Oct     22  1804  33 

John  Thomas,  Vicar,  Oct.      7  1688  ... 

Thomas  Sooley  Blackith.    Jan.      8  1807  49 

Robert  Tunnard  Blackith,  Nov.   20  1811  26 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Aistrup, Nov.     3  1719  ... 

Sophy  Aistrup, Dec.     2  1754  71 

EUener.  2nd  wife  of  John  Aistrup, Oct     17  1755  63 

Susannah  Aistrup,  Mar.    17  1770  44 

Sarah  Aistrup Aug.    ...   1778  52 

SusannaMaria,  wife  of  John  Wheldale, Feb.  25  1781  28 

William  Aistrup,  Dec  27  1787  30 

John  Ekin,  Vicar, July   31   1707 

James  Briggs,   1725 

John  Cooke Apr.     5  1790  37 

Sarah  wife  of  D.  Miller,  Jan.      4  1701  ... 

Anthony  Johnson.    May     8  1700  46 

Edward  Savage,    May     4  1791  59 

Sarah,  his  relict,   May    15  1802  72 

William  Seels, 1744  ... 

James  Harrison,  Apr.    22  1710  47 

George  Harrison, 1702  ... 

Thomas  Freeman, June  11  1720  61 

AnnHuckbody, Aug.  12  1717  3 

Nathan  Huckbody,    Apr.  18  1729  33 

John  March, Mar.  10  1738  60 

Tobias  March,    Sep.  28  1714 

Elizabeth  March Apr.  28  17... 

Benjamin  Grant,    Feb.  24  1716  52 

Ann,  his  relict,  Apr.    6  1734  62 

Alice  Baltin,* May    2  1700 


* . « 


.  • . 


* . . 


• . . 


. . . 


RelU. 
1.  Laudo  Deiira  verum.  Henricus  Penn  fusor  1718.  On  a 
Shield,  a  lion  rampant.  2.  It  *clamor  ad  ccelos  1718. 
3.  Ut  mundus  sic  nos  nunc  Istitiam  nunc  dolorem.  4.  Jac. 
Bolton,  Guls-.-one,  C.  \V\s.  Plebem  voco,  congrego  clerum 
1718.  5.  Joh^  Rvstat  Vicar  defunctos.  Plango  vivos 
moneo.  1718.     Shield,  a  lion  rampant. 

*   This  Tablet  is  in  that  part  of  the  church  used  as  a  school. 
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*'  Her  hallowed  temple  there  religion  shows. 
That  erst  with  beauteous  majesty  arose. 
In  ancient  days  when  Gothic  art  displayed. 
Her  fanes  in  airy  elegance  arrayed." 

This  edifice  is  comprised  of  a  nave  with  its  aisles,  a 
south  porch,  a  chancel,  and  a  spire  steeple.  The  porch 
is  of  Early  English  Gothic,  having  an  entrance  arch 
springing  from  clustered  pillars  with  sculptured  capitals ; 
and  the  apex  of  the  gable  finishes  with  a  small  cross. 
The  south  wall  of  the  south  aisle  is  pierced  by  three 
Perpendicular  windows  of  three  lights  each,  trefoiled, 
with  ogee  quatrefoiled  tracery ;  the  east  and  west  walls 
contain  similar  windows.  The  north  aisle  has  the  same 
description  of  windows  excepting  in  the  east  and  west 
walls,  which  have  windows  of  two  lights  only,  with  the 
same  kind  of  tracery. 

The  Nave  is  possessed  of  a  handsome  clerestory  of 
eight  Perpendicular  windows  on  each  side,  of  three  lights, 
cinquefoiled.  It  has  a  plain  cornice  and  embattled 
parapet ;  the  east  gable  has  a  beautiful  cross  at  the  apex, 
and  a  parapet  of  a  late  Decorated  character ;  this  latter 
consists  of  a  running  ogee  trefoiled,  enclosing  blank 
shields. 
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The  Chancel  has  in  the  south  wall  a  priest's  door^ 
and  a  good  proportioned  window  o{  three  lights  dnque- 
foiled^  with  Perpendicular  trefoiled  tracery ;  in  the  north 
wall  is  a  similar  window.  The  east  wall  had  on  our  first 
visit  a  plain  square-headed  window  of  four  lights ;  by 
the  exertions  of  the  present  vicar  and  the  liberality  of 
the  lay-impropriator,  this  has  since  been  replaced  by  a 
superior  window  with  a  pointed  arch  of  four  lights^  with 
Perpendicular  trefoiled  tracery :  above  this  is  a  plain 
parapet  with  a  small  cornice  of  bosses  and  heads. 

The  lower  part  of  the  tower  is  late  Norman ;  the  west 
front  has  a  modem  entrance,  above  which  is  a  small 
handsome  Norman  window  with  enriched  mouldings,  the 
arch  springing  from  engaged  pillars.  The  bell-chamber 
windows  are  of  two  lights  with  Perpendicular  tracery 
trefoiled;  the  parapet  is  embattled  with  gurgoyles  to  the 
cornice.  A  short  octagonal  spire  rises  from  the  tower, 
pierced  by  small  windows  of  two  lights. 

Jn  the  interior  the  nave  is  separated  from  the  aisles  by 
four  pointed  arches  on  clustered  pillais.  On  the  west 
wall  of  the  nave  is  the  ancient  roof  label,  plainly  show- 
ing tliat  the  former  body  of  the  church  had  no  clerestory. 
At  the  east  end  of  the  south  aisle  is  a  trefoiled  niche. 
In  this  church  were  formerly  two  chantry  chapels,  St 
Mary's  and  St.  Nicholas' :  these  are  mentioned  in  the 
old  parish  accounts,  part  of  which  we  have  extracted. 

The  Chancel  Screen  yet  remains ;  the  new  east  win- 
dow has  boen  filled  with  painted  glass  representing  the 
four  Evangelists ;  the  altai-table  has  also  been  raised  on 
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its  symbolical  number  of  three  steps,  and  a  very  good 
pede  cloth  covers  the  raised  floor.  We  hail  with  pleasure 
these  restorations  and  improvements,  which  we  have  so 
seldom  met  with  in  the  Ecclesiastical  edifices  of  lin^ 
colnshire,  but  we  trust  this  example  will  be  followed, 
until  the  whole  of  the  chancels  are  restored  to  their  pro- 
per condition, — and  then  no  doubt  the  laity  will  follow 
in  the  same  good  work  and  purge  the  naves  and  aisles 
of  the  white-wash,  the  paint,  and  the  pews  with  which 
they  are  n'ow  encumbered.  The  next  improvement  we 
would  beg  to  suggest  in  this  Church,  should  be  a  new 
font  in  the  place  of  the  present  one,  which  resembles  a 
sun-dial  in  size  and  appearance. 

Below  we  give  some  extracts  from  the  old  parish  ac- 
counts ;  they  contain  some  curious  entries,  and  are  now 
valuable^  for  the  light  they  throw  upon  a  former  age. 

A.  D.  1481.  £.    9.  d. 

Item,  res'd  of  WilFm  Bfyehtjf,  of  the  chantr 
of  Sen  Nicholys, 0    3    4 

Item,  paide  for  repacion  of  irren  wark,  that  is 
^  ^^Jy  gogeons,  keys,  and  what  ye  warkman^s 
hire  to  dresse  the  grete  belie, 0    18 

Item,  paide  to  Ric.  AnngeUjtot  kepyngof  the 
elok, .^...,.     0    3    4 

Item,  paide  for  making  of  a  pullpitt,  and  for 
washing  of  auter  clothes, 0     1     4 


^^■^^'^^"*^-— "—"—•■"-"  ■"  — ^*i  -||-TJ^^tl~U-L 


*  These  have  been  before  published  with  several  others  by 
Messrs.  NichoU,  London,  in  a  work  entitled  "  Ancient  Manners 
of  England. 
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Iteai,  paide  for  saudjng  of  the  best  crosse, ....     0    0     1 

9  paide  for  scowryng  of  4  candlesticks 

afore  ye  bye  auter,  and  ye  candlestyck  afore  Seynt 

Peter^  and  for  saadryng  of  tbe  holy  water  fatte,    0     Oil 

Item,  paide  for  trussyng  of  tbe  forbell,  and  for 
the  sanctus  bell,  and  for  bordyng  of  ye  wrigbt, 
and  for  nailes  to  ye  same,  and  for  a  nere  makyng 
to  tbe  same  bell, 0     2     3 

Item,  paide  to  John  Harby  and  to  Will,  bis 
broder,  for  15  days  wirkyng  upoif  the  bells  in 
makyng  of  the  crosse  trisUes  and  settjng  on  a 
grete  almery  in  tbe  revestry,  whiche  Water  Dey 
gaf  for  bis  noble  for  liggyng  in  the  chirche, 
takyng  by  tbe  day  they  bothe  bd.  with  4rf.  more, 
att  alle, 0     6    7 

Item,  paide  WilVm  Wkelpdalcy  freemason,  for 
makyng  of  tbe  crosse  in  ye  chirchrth, 0     5    0 

Item,  paide  to  John  Norys,  for  washing  of  2 
awbes  and  2  parres, 0     0    2 

A.  D.  1487. 
Item,  paide  to  Herry  Ti,'lery  for  7  days  labor 
in  whityng  of  the  chirche,  takyng  by  tbe  day  5d, 
and  paide  to  his  man  for  4  days  eny  day  4i/. 0     4     3 

Item,  paide  for  bokes  and  bengles  nnto  the 
Skolehouse  dore,  with  a  key,  and  for  nailes  to 
the  same  dore, 0     0     4^ 

Item,  paide  E.  Smithy  for  a  fyre-panne  to 
feche  fire  into  the  chirch  id,  and  for  a  chene  of 
irrcn  with  an  holy  water  stik,  at  the  south 
chirch  dore4rf 0     0     8 
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A.  D.  1500.  £.  8.    d. 

Item,  fcceyvd  of  Roh.  IfeyUdj  flTor  ye  cbauntre 

mooDe, 0    4    0 

Item,  payd  to  ye  makyng  of  ye  chalys, 0  18    7 

y  payd  for  shotyng  of  the  sainctys  belle,....     0    0  10 

,  payd  to  J,  Franchfshe,  for  4  days  warke 

aboutte  ye  Sanctys  bell,  0     13 

Item,  payd  to  John  Franhys  for  pathyng  of 
ye  keyrke  fluor,  and  hellpyng  to  ley  tyyl  And 
levyllyng  of  ye  floure, 0    3    4 

A.  D.  1505. 
Item,  payd  for  3  peyns  for  ye  kandyllstickytt,    0    0    3 

,  of  holslylt  may  lyght,   0    3     0 

A.  D.  1507. 
,  payd  for  teymber  for  ye  stepowll,    0    9    0 

,  payd  to  ye  warkeman  at  ye  festing  of  ye 

grett  bell, 0    0    4 

Item,  payd  for  expencys  for  ye  OrgounpUayar    0    0    2^ 

A.  D.  1511. 

,  paid  for  skowring  &  makyng  of  i  per  of 

sens, 0    0    4 

Item,  paid  for  a  ryng  yron  a  bowte  ye  taber- 
nakuU  of  Saynt  Paul,  and  for  ryngs  to  ye  same,    0     0     3 

A,  D.  1512. 
Item,  payd  to  John  Grayse^  for  mayndyng  of 
ye  chasse, 0     0     4 

Item,  payd  to  Eobt  Haddenellcy  for  stoppyng 
of  caudows  owte, 0    0    4 

Item,  payd  to  Hakome  Jesse,  for  Wyssyng  of 
bawter  clowse, 0    0    8 
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A.  D.  1514.  £.  s.    d. 

Item,  paide  to  £06/.  Hunffgnff,  for  helping  of 
oon  borde  in  the  Boode  loft, 9    B    9 

A.  D.  IMO. 
InpniiSy  pajd  to  A  glaayar  oon  pane  and  odd 
Wyndowa  helpin  ahoT^B  19  7$  def^rtoty^  ,.•«..• 0    13 

Item,  paide  for  Ale  when  ye  grete  bdl  was 
stiyckyn,  .« , .•.....^..    0    0    4 

Item,  paide  for  a  thymball  and  for  nayles,  ....    0    0    3^ 

,  payd  forpayntyng  of  ye  rowndell,  0     10 

9  P^yd  for  a  locke  and  a  atapuU, 0    0    6 

9  for  Bchottyng  3  gudyngs  and  kaye9  to 

ye  bells, 0     19 

A.  D.  1524. 
Itme,  resevid  of  M.  Bralyh  for  the  beryall  of 
on  ehyld  in  the  ehyreh,  0    3     4 

Item,  payd  for  the  haly  bred  steppe, 0    0    S 

A.  D.  1525. 
,  payd  to  friar  t/bAit,  for  a  sorples, 0     5    0 

,  payd  to  Symon  Moyn,  of  ye  chantre 

money, 0  13     4 

Item,  paid  for  ti  hopes  for  a  polped, 0    0    3 

A.  D.  1532. 

,  receyyd  of  John  HowsoHj  for  grenpote 

lyght,    0  13     4 

Item,  of  rec.  Deconson^  for  all  Souls  lyght; ....     0  13     4 

,  receyvyd  of  John  Lawes  of  ye  sepulcr 

lyght,    0    6     8 

Item,  receyv}'d  of  Thomas  Sharforth,  for  i 
part  of  the  sparrs  and  horde  yt  Warr  of  ye  north 
yld,    - 0    2  10 
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Col.  Holies  took  the  following  notes  on  this  Church. 

In  Ausiratt  Fenestra. 

Or.  3  bendlets  az.  a  label  of  four  points,  gn 

Priez  pur  Talme  Richard  de  Castertone  Epi'  Saram. 

In  Fenestra  Orientali  Navis. 

Gu.  a  bend  ermine ^ Ry^ 

Arg.  2  hens  passant  gardant^ga Littlebury. 

Gu.  3  bars  ermine KirJteton, 

Fenestra  barealis. 

Arg.  a  chevron  between  3  crosses  betony,  gu Copuldike, 

Quarterly  gu.  and  or.  in  the  first  quarter  a  cross  sarcely  arg. 

Fenestra  borealis  superiare, 

F        Id  f-^rg.  a  bend  betw.  6  martlets  sa.  an  annulet.  7Vmp^«^. 
™P    ^    (Arg.*  on  a  bend  sa.  3  lions  passant,  or Hawtry, 

Fenestra  australis  superiore. 
Arg.  a  chiefe,  gu.  over  all  a  bend  engrailed  az Leyhe. 

Orate  pro  aia  Nicholai  Robertson  Mercatoris  Stapule 
Calisie  et  Isabella  uxoris  8U». 

At  the  time  of  our  visit  there  were  as  follow : 

In  a  windon'  in  the  North  Aisle. 

l\  and  4  az.  fretty  with  fleur  de  lis 

Quarterly  1 2  and  3  az.  3  Uons  passant  gardant  or.  between 
I     Two  bendlets,  go 

(Quarterly  I  and  4  on  a  bend  3  annulets  
2  and  3  three  bows  upright   
A  cross  between  4  'ivaterbougets 


For  Rev.  E.  Ince,  who  died  Aug.  6, 1840,  aged  61. 
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The  new  window  in  the  Chancel^  contains 

Arg.  8  fleur-de-lis,  az Holland. 

Emoaled  I®®®  of  Lincoln )  Bishop  of 

^       '(Two  lions  passant  gardant,  or |  lAncoln, 

Az.  a  chevron  betw.  3  griffin's  heads,  erased,  sa IVilson. 

Barry  or.  and  az.  chief  vaire  gu.  and  or 

There  are  the  following  inscriptioDs  in  this  Church. 

Died.    Age. 

Edward  Clerk,   Dec.     2  1722  .... 

EUzabeth  Dickonson,   Jan.  27  17....  82 

Robert  Dickonson, Sep.   20  1744  23 

WiUiam  Smith,  Oct.  27  1717  45 

John  Dickonson,   June    5  1740  53 

Mary  Taylor, June  27  1738  64 

Bridget  Bates,   1740  38 

Henry  Conington,  of  London, Dec*     4  1740  .... 

John  Wright,    Feb.    17  1732  22 

Thomas  Wright, interred  Oct.       1  1723  52 

N,  T.Wright,   May      1  1743  11 

William  Wright,    Jan.  22  1697  .... 

Hie  jacetGalfridus  Shilcros  Dominus die 

mensis a.  d.  1404,  aie Ds. 
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"  A  casement  high  and  triple-arched  there  was. 

All  garlanded  with  carven  imageries 
Of  fruits,  and  flowers,  and  bunches  of  knot  grass; 

And  diamonded  with  panes  of  quaint  deyice 
Innumerable  of  stains  and  splendid  dies. 

As  are  the  tiger-moth's  deep  damasked  wings: 
And  in  the  midst,  'mong  thousand  heraldries. 

And  twihght  saints,  and  dim  emblazonings, 

A  shielded  scutcheon  blushed  with  blood  of  queens  and  kings." 

This  edifice  consists  of  the  usual  Nave  with  its  side 
Aisles,  a  South  Porch,  a  Chancel,  and  a  Tower  Steeple 
at  the  west  end. 

Above  the  Porch  is  a  room  formerly  lighted  by  a 
window  of  three  lights,  now  blocked  upj  over  the  latter 
is  a  niche,  which,  it  is  almost  needless  to  mention,  is 
unoccupied;  the  parapets  have  had  pinnacles  at  the 
angles,  spiinging  from  boldly  carved  corbels. 

The  South  Aisle  is  pierced  in  the  south  wall  by 
handsome  Perpendicular  windows  of  three  lights  each, 
cinquefoiled,  with  trefoiled  tracery ;  between  them  are 
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battresses  in  two  diviaioiis.  The  south  entrance  has  a 
curioos  Early  English  trefoiled  arch  springing  from 
jambs  formed  with  drcnlar  pillars  filled  in  between  with 
the  tooth  moulding ;  tiie  trefoil  has  also  an  enriched 
moulding  and  the  cusps  are  foliated.  Near  the  door  is 
an  octagonal  pedestal  for  the  holj  water  stodp.  In  the 
east  and  west  walls  are  windows  of  four  lights  without 
their  tracery. 

The  opposite  Aisle  is  pierced  in  the  north  front  by 
five  windows  similar  to  those  in  the  south  aisle,  the  east 
and  west  ends  contain  windows  of  four  lights  each 
cinquefoiled,  with  Perpendicular  tracery.  Under  the 
west  window  is  a  low  entrance,  having  a  pointed  arch; 
near  this  is  a  turret  in  which  the  stairs  are  constructed 
leading  to  the  tower.  TTiis  turret  is  crowned  by  a  plain 
pinnacle,  the  apex  of  which  finishes  in  a  curious 
pierced  finial. 

The  Clerestory  of  the  Nave  has  a  tier  of  six  windows 
on  each  side  of  two  lights  each,  of  two  different  patterns 
varying  alternately ;  one  having  trefoiled  Perpendicular 
tracery,  the  oilier  being  of  a  Decorated  design. 

Tlie  south  wall  of  the  Chancel  is  diy-ided  by  buttresses 
of  four  stages  each,  into  three  bays  j  each  of  these 
latter  pierced  by  a  window  of  three  lights :  the  one  next 
the  east  end  has  bst  its  tracery.  The  centre  window  has 
ogee  quatrefoilcd  tracery,  with  the  returns  of  the  label 
ornamented  with  detached  billets;  in  this  bay  near  to 
the  buttress  is  the  usual  entrance;  the  thh-d  window, 
next  to  an  octagonal  rood  turret^  has  uitersecting  arches 
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wiUi  the  recesses  quatrefofled.  The  opposite  north  wall 
is  similar,  having  the  same  number  and  description  of 
windows ;  in  the  east  wall  is  a  fine  window  of  five  lights, 
trefoiled  with  four  tiers  of  ogee  quatrefoiled  tracery;  the 
parapet  is  oinamented  with  a  crocheted  coping. 

Some  years  since  the  tower  underwent  a  thorough 
repair  and  great  part  of  it  was  rebuilt ;  in  the  west  front 
is  a  table  springing  from  corbel  heads,  above  this  a 
window  of  four  lights  with  Perpendicular  tracery ;  then 
occurs  a  blank  stage,  over  which  is  the  bell-chamber, 
pierced  in  the  four  fronts  by  windows  of  two  lights  each ; 
the  whole  is  crowned  by  a  plain  parapet  having  pinna- 
cles at  the  angles  ornamented  with  vanes. 

In  the  Interior,  five  pointed  arches  on  octagonal  pillars 
separate  the  aisles  from  the  nave.  At  the  west  end  of  the 
latter,  raised  on  three  steps  is  a  plain  octagonal  Font,  on 
which  is  inscribed  "  Ric.  Bailey,  Vicar,  1724"  the  west 
arch  of  the  nave  is  late  Norman,  witli  some  beautiful 
relieved  mouldings  very  much  dilapidated,  and  nearly 
hidden  by  thick  coats  of  yellow-wash.  Tlie  windows  of 
the  north  aisle  contain  great  quantities  of  painted  glass, 
which  appear  to  have  been  taken  out  and  afterwards 
replaced,  without  any  regard  to  the  subjects  they 
formerly  represented.  When  the  republican  Puritans 
and  Cromwellian  zealots  unhappily  obtained  that  mas- 
tery which  is  now  so  much  regretted — war  and  destruc- 
tion were  declared  against  the  whole  of  the  former 
religious  institutions  of  the  country.  And  in  their 
destruction  of  the  evil  they  spared  not  the  good — thus 

3n 
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the  painted  glass  of  the  church  windows  appears  partic- 
ularlj  to  have  attracted  their  notice,  which  could  not  in 
any  way  have  interfered  with  their  religious  principles, 
if  they  had  any — ^for  the  subjects  were  selected  from  the 
Bible — or  at  the  worst  were  only  adorned  with  the  arms 
of  those  persons  who  had  charitably  contributed  towards 
the  expense  of  erecting  the  buildings.  Surely  the  spirit 
that  prompted  the  demolition  of  these  windows  must 
have  been  that  of  irreligion,  fanaticism,  and  bigotry.  To 
save  these  windows,  some  of  the  pious  ministry  took 
them  out,  and  concealed  them  until  a  temperate  and 
better  time  came;  they  were  then  replaced,  though  often 
as  here  without  regai*d  to  the  designs. 

The  Pulpit  is  Elizabethan ;  hexagonal  in  plan,  witli 
Ionic  columns  at  the  angles;  a  few  of  the  old  oak  sittings 
remain,  the  walls  of  the  chancel  are  wainscoted,  and  the 
altar-screen  is  a  paneled  elevation  with  fluted  Ionic 
pilasters. 

Having  been  favoured  by  the  present  Vicar  of  this 
parish,  with  a  copy  of  the  will  of  Thomas  Alenson,  the 
founder  of  Wrangle  Bede,  and  formerly  Vicar,  we  pro- 
ceed to  lay  it  before  our  readers,  being  assured  that  they 
will  feel  interested  in  the  glimpse  thereby  afforded,  of  the 
thoughts  and  deeds  of  our  forefathers  nearly  three  cen- 
turies ago. 

In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen.  The  first  day  of  August,  in 
tbe  year  of  our  Lord  God,  1555.  I,  Thomas  Alenson, 
Clerk  and  Vicar  of  Wrangle,  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  being 
Lclthie  of  body  and  of  good  aud  perfect  memory,  for  divers, 
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urgent,  and  especial  causes  and  considerations  to  we  moving*, 
do  by  tbis  my  present  last  will  of  my  lands  and  tenements, 
give  and  grant  one  capital  Messuage  called  Joy-hill,  lying 
in  Wrangle  aforesaid,  with  the  buildings  thereupon  builded 
and  grounds  thereunto  adjoining;  and  one  little  Pingle  lying 
nigh  unto  the  north  side  of  the  same  messuage,  containing 
in  the  whole  by  estimation  six  acres ;  and  one  piece  of  pas- 
ture, lying  there  nigh  Lockham  Gate,  containing,  by  estima- 
tion two  acres,  and  one  piece  of  pasture,  lying  there  between 
the  lands  pertaining  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  of  the  south, 
and  the  lands  of  Humphrey  Bayt  of  the  north,  containing 
by  estimation,  six  acres ;  and  one  piece  of  pasture  called 
Ball  Ing,  lying  there  in  Honnyng  pasture,  containing  by 
estimation,  five  roods ;  and  one  piece  of  pasture,  called 
Fanthorp  lands,  lying  there,  containing  by  estimation,  two 
acres;  and  one  piece  of  pasture  called  High  Crofts,  lying 
there,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre  and  a  half;  and 
four  pieces  of  pasture  and  land  arable,  called  Brybolm, 
lying  together,  in  Leake,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  contain- 
ing by  estimation  twenty  and  three  acres ;  and  one  piece 
of  pasture  lying  there  in  one  field,  called  Skipmarsh, 
containing  by  estimation  four  acres ;  and  three  mylch 
Kyne  ....  for  ever,  so 

long  as  the  world  shall  endure,  unto  the  sustaining,  relieving, 
and  maintaining  of  the  living  natural  of  three  honest,  dis- 
creet, and  well-disposed  poor  men,  and  two  poor  women ; 
and  also  other  charitable  works  to  be  done  in  Wrangle  and 
Leake  aforesaid,  as  hereafter  is  declared  : — ^That  is  to  say,  if 
it  fortune  that  I,  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Alenson,  shall  not 
elect,  assign,  and  nominate,  before  the  time  of  my  decease 
out  of  this  world,  three  honest,  discreet,  and  well-disposed 
poor  men  and  two  women,  to  be  daily  orators  unto  God 
Almighty,  for  all  things  that  shall  be  to  his  Divinely  plea- 
sure ;  and  further,  put  the  same  three  men  and  two  women. 
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or  cause  to  be  put,  into  the  possession  of  the  aforesaid-capi- 
tal messuage,  called  Joy-hill,  with  the  buildings  thereupon 
builded  and  grounds  thereunto  adjoining,  and  one  little 
Fingle,  Ijing  nigh  unto  the  north  side  of  the  said 
messuage,  and  three  good  milch  Kine,  for  the  time  and 
space  of  the  lives  natural  of  the  same  men  and  women. 
Then  I  wiU  that  the  Vicar  of  Wrangle  aforesaid,  or  his  deputy 
and  Churchwardens  of  the  same  parish,  for  the  time  being ; 
and  Vicar  of  Leake  aforesaid,  or  his  Deputy  and  Church- 
wardens for  the  time  being,  shall  immediately  after  my 
decease,  elect,  assign,  and  nominate  three  honest,  discreet, 
and  well-disposed  poor  men  and  two  poor  women,  whereof  at 
the  least  one  of  the  said  three  men  shall  be  a  man  learned 
that  can  read  plainly  and  distinctly  English  and  Latin ;  to 
be  instructors  and  teachers  of  children  to  read  both  English 
and  Latin ;  and  also  to  be  daily  orators  to  God  Almighty, 
for  all  things  that  shall  be  to  the  pleasure  of  God,  and 
needful  for  Christian  souls  and  bodies,  of  the  which  said 
three  men  oratours,  I  will  that  Richard  Alenson  my  brother 
shall  be  one  so  long  time  as  he  shall  lire  and  continue  in 
in  this  life  natural,  and  the  same  three  poor  men  and  two 
poor  women,  elected,  assigned,  and  nominated,  as  is  afore- 
said, I  will  that  the  feoffees  being  seized  in  the  aforesaid 
capital  messuage  and  all  other  lands  and  tenements  with 
their  appurtenances  to  the  use  and  fulfilling  of  this  my 
present  last  will  of  my  lands,  shal  have  full  strength,  power, 
and  authority,  by  virtue  of  this  my  present  last  will,  to  put 
the  aforesaid  three  poor  men  and  two  women  personally  into 
the  possession  of  the  aforesaid  capital  messuage  called  Joy- 
hill,  with  the  buildings  thereupon  builded,  and  grounds 
thereunto  adjoining,  and  one  little  Pingle  lying  nigh  unto 
the  north  side  of  the  same  messuage,  and  all  other  the 
premises,  so  that  the  aforesaid  three  poor  men  and  two 
women  shal  have,  hold,  occupy,  and  enjoy,  and  peaceably 
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possess  the  same  premises  to  their  proper  use  and  sustaining 
of  Imngy  and  also  lives  of  all  other  persons,  for  ever,  that 
shall  be  elected  for  the  aforesaid  purpose  of  oration.  And 
also  I  will  that  the  aforesaid  Vicar  of  Wrangle,  or  his 
Deputy  and  Churchwardens  of  the  same  Parish  for  the  time 
being,  and  Vicar  of  Leak,  or  his  Deputy  and  Churchwardens 
of  the  same  Parish,  for  the  time  being,  shall  hare  full  strength, 
power  and  authority,  by  virtue  of  this  my  present  last  Will, 
yearly  and  every  year  so  long  as  the  world  shall  endure,  to 
demise,  grant,  and  let  to  farm  from^year  to  year  the  foresaid 
pieces  of  pasture,  lying  in  Wrangle,  nigh  Lockam-gate,  con- 
taining by  estimation,  two  acres;  and  one  piece  of  pasture 
lying  there,  between  the  lands  pertaining  to  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  of  the  south,  and  the  lands  of  Humphrey  Bayt  of 
the  north,  containing  by  estimation,  six  acres ;  and  one  piece 
of  pasture  called  Ballyng,  lying  there  in  Honnying  pasture, 
containing  by  estimation,  five  roods ;  and  one  piece  of  pas- 
ture called  Fanthorp  Lands,  containing  by  estimation,  two 
acres ;  and  one  piece  of  pasture  called  high  Crofts,  contain- 
ing by  estimation,  one  acre,  and  a  half;  and  four  pieces 
of  pasture  and  land  arable,  lying  in  Leak,  called  Bryholme, 
containing  by  estimation,  twenty  and  three  acres ;  and 
one  piece  of  pasture  lying  there  in  one  field  called 
Skipmarsh,  containing  by  estimation,  four  acres,  for 
reasonable  yearly  rents  and  portions  of  money ;  of  the 
which  yearly  rents  and  portions  of  money,  I  will 
that  the  foresaid  Vicar  of  Wrangle,  or  his  Deputy  and 
Churchwardens  of  the  same  parish,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
well  and  truly  pay  and  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  paid  and  deli- 
vered, every  Sunday  in  the  year,  yearly,  and  every  year  so 
long  as  the  world  shall  endure,  before  ten  of  the  clock,  in  the 
presence  of  the  parishioners  in  Wrangle  Church,  unto  every 
one  of  the  foresaid  three  poor  Men  orators,  for  the  time 
being,  or  to  their  assigns,  sixpence :  and  unto  every  one  of 
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the  foresaid  two  poor  Women  oratriers  for  the  time  beings 
or  to  their  assignes,  fiyepence :  and  also  yearly  and  every 
year  for  eyer,  at  the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord  Jesos 
Christy  to  deliver  unto  every  one  of  the  foresaid  three  poor 
men  and  two  poor  women,  five  yards  of  white  woollen  cloth, 
of  the  price  and  value  of  twelvepence,  every  one  yard,  to 
make  every  one  of  the  same  poor  men  and  women  one  white 
gown,  with  one  cross  of  red  cloth,  to  be  set  upon  every  one 
of  the  same  gowns,  which  shall  be  their  outward  garments ; 
and  the  overplus  of  the  foresaid  yearly  rents  received  for  all 
the  premises  appointed  to  be  yearly  demised  and  letten  to 
farm,  all  stipends  and  sums  of  money  and  charges  paid  as  is 
aforesaid,  and  all  other  duties  and  charges  for  the  same 
premises  paid  and  discharged,  I  will,  be  equally  divided 
yearly  and  every  year  so  long  as  the  world  shall  endure,  by 
the  aforesaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and  Leak,  or  Deputies  of 
them,  and  Churchwardens  of  the  same  parishes  for  the  time 
being,  that  is  to  say,  the  one  half  of  the  said  overplus  of 
yearly  rents,  shall  be  paid,  delivered,  and  given  unto  the 
foresaid  learned  poor  man  that  can  read  English  and  Latin, 
orator  for  the  time  being ;  and  the  other  half  of  the  same 
overplus  shall  be  given  in  charity  unto  poor  people,  inhabit- 
ing in  Wrangle  and  Leak  aforesaid,  either  else  the  same 
half,  of  the  said  overplus  shall  be  employed  and  expended 
in  repairing  the  high  path  foot- way,  1}  ing  between  the  parish 
Church  in  Wrangle  and  the  parish  Church  in  Leak  afore- 
said.   And  if  it  fortune  at  any  or  times  hereinafter,  so  long 
as  the  world  shall  endure,  that  any  person  being  surnamed 
Alenson,  shall  desire  and  charitably  require  to  be  farmer  and 
occupier  of  the  premises  appointed  and  willed  to  be  yearly 
letten  to  farm  as  is  aforesaid,  or  of  any  parcel  thereof,  then 
I  will  that  the  foresaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and  Leak,  or 
Deputies  of  them,  and  Churchwardens  of  the  same  parishes 
for  the  time  being,  shall  demise,  grant,  and  let  to  farm  the 
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foresaid  premises  from  year  to  year,  unto  the  foresaid  person 
sumamed  Alenson,  of  such  condition,  that  the  same  person 
being  sumamed  Alenson,  shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  yearly 
and  every  year,  so  long  time  as  he  shall  be  and  continue 
farmer  or  occupier  of  the  foresaid  premises,  appointed  and 
willed  to  be  letten  to  farm,  such  reasonable  yearly  rents  and 
portions  of  lawful  money  for  the  same  premises,  and  at  such 
reasonable  times  as  the  foresaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and  Leak, 
or  Deputies  of  them,  and  Churchwardens  for  the  time  being, 
shall  lawfully  appoint,  assign  and  nominate.  And  further, 
at  all  such  time  or  times  for  ever,  so  long  as  the  world  shall 
endure,  as  any  one  of  the  foresaid  three  poor  men  or  two  poor 
women,  orators  for  the  time  being,  shall  decease  and  depart 
out  of  this  world,  or  within  six  days  next  and  immediately 
following  the  decease  of  the  said  poor  man  or  woman,  I  will 
that  the  foresaid  Vicar  of  Wrangle,  or  his  Deputy,  and 
Churchwardens  of  the  same  parish  for  the  time  being;  and 
Vicar  of  Leak,  or  his  Deputy,  and  Churchwardens  of  the 
same  parish  for  the  time  being,  shall  elect,  assign,  and  nomi- 
nate, one  other  honest,  discreet,  and  well-disposed  poor 
person,  being  of  the  same  kind  that  the  foresaid  person 
deceased  was,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  person  deceased  was  a 
man,  then  one  man  shall  be  elected ;  and  if  the  person  deceased 
was  a  woman,  then  one  woman  shall  be  elected ;  so  that  all 
times,  for  ever,  at  the  least  one  of  the  said  poor  men  shall  be 
a  man  learned,  that  can  read  plainly  EDglish  and  Latin. 
And  the  foresaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and  Leak,  or  Deputies 
of  them,  and  Churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  by  virtue  of  this  my  present  last 
will,  to  put  the  same  person  elected,  assigned,  and  nominated 
as  is  aforesaid,  into  the  peaceable  possession  of  the  said 
capital,  messuage,  which  the  other  premises,  and  the  same 
person  possessed,  shall  have,  hold,  occupy,  receive  and  eiyoy 
all  and  singular  such  benefits,  commodities,  profits,  stipends, 
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and  sums  of  lawful  money,  in  as  ample  manner  andiikefonn 
as  the  person  deceased  had  and  received  before  that  time. — 
And  forasmuch  as  eyery  Christian  is  bounden  by  the  lairs 
of  God  Almighty,  to  endeavour  himself  unto  virtue  and  God* 
liness  of  life,  therefore  I  will  that  every  one  of  the  foresaid 
three  poor  men  and  two  poor  women,  orators  for  the  time 
being,  shall  every  day  in  the  morning,  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
summer  time :  and  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  winter  time  for 
ever,  so  long  as  the  world  shall  endure,  personally  be  pre* 
sent  in  one  little  oratory  or  chapel,  and  convenient  place  in 
the  foresaid  messuage,  ordained  for  the  same  purpose ;  and 
there,  then  being  present,  shall  kneel  down  and  say  all 
altogether^  in  one  audible  voice  and  ntteranee,  plainly  and 
distinctly,  this  sentence  of  holy  Scripture,  general  confession, 
articles  of  Christian  faith,  and  exhortation  unto  prayer,  with 
all  other  prayers  and  orations,  orderly  as  they  be  written 
and  expressed  in  one  label,  annexed  and  coupled  unto  this 
my  present  last  will,  signed  with  my  hand ;  and  the  same 
sentences  of  holy  Scripture,  general  confession,  articles  of  the 
Christian  faith,  and  exhortation  unto  prayer,  with  all  other 
prayers  and  orations,  of  all  the  foresaid  three  poor  men  and 
two  poor  women,  orators  for  the  time  being,  said  andended  ; 
then  two  of  the  foresaid  three  poor  men  and  the  said  two 
women  shall  resort  personally  unto  the  parish  Church  in 
Wrangle,  either  else  unto  the  parish  Church  in  Leak  ;  and 
there  being  present  in  one  convenient  place,  the  time  and 
space  of  three  hours,  shall  occupy  and  exercise  themselves 
devoutly  and  discreetly,  saying  and  often  repeating  the 
prayer  which  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  taught  unto  his  Disci- 
ples, that  is  lo  say,  Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  &c., 
praying  things  that  shall  be  to  the  pleasure  of  God,  and 
profitable  to  Christian  souls  and  bodies.  And  the  foresaid 
three  poor  men  and  two  poor  women,  orators  for  the  time 
being,  in  all  the  same  days  for  ever,  so  long  as  the  world 
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shall  endure,  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  dhall  per' 
sonally  be  present  in  the  foresaid  oratory  and  chapel,  and 
there  then  being  present  shall  kneel  down  and  say  altogether, 
in  one  andible  voice  and  utterance,  plainly  and  distinctly, 
the  aforesaid  sentences  of  holy  Scripture,  general  confession, 
articles  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  exhortation  unto  prayer, 
with  all  other  prayers  and  orations,  orderly  as  they  be  written 
and  expressed  in  the  foresaid  labell  annexed  unto  this  my 
present  last  will,  and  the  same  sentences  of  holy  Scripture, 
general  confession,  articles  of  Christian  faith,  and  Exhorta* 
tion  unto  prayer,  with  all  other  prayers  and  orations,  of  all 
the  foresaid  three  poor  men  and  two  poor  women,  orators 
for  the  time  being,  rehearsed,  said  and  ended ;  then  two  of 
the  said  three  poor  men,  and  the  two  poor  women,  shall  re- 
sort personally  unto  the  parish  church  in  Wrangle,  either 
else  unto  the  parish  church  in  Leake,  and  there  then  being 
present  in  one  convenient  place  the  time  and  space  of  two 
hours,  shall  occupy  and  exercise  themselves  devoutly  and 
discreetly  saying  and  often  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer,  that 
is  to  say.  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  &c.  praying  to 
God  Almighty  for  all  things  that  shall  be  to  his  divinely 
pleasure,  and  beneficial  to  christian  souls  and  bodies :  and 
then  the  foresaid  two  poor  men  and  two  poor  women  shall 
resort  unto  the  said  messuage  or  hospital  and  their  dwelling 
place  again.  And  the  third  poor  man,  being  a  man  that  can 
read  plainly  and  distinctly  both  English  and  Latin,  shall 
every  day  for  ever,  so  long  as  the  world  shall  endure,  apply 
and  endeavour  himself  to  the  utmost  of  his  wit  and  power, 
to  instruct,  inform  and  teach  all  such  children  and  other  per- 
sons to  read  English  and  Latin  as  shall  dwell  or  inhabit  within 
the  foresaid  parishes  of  Wrangle  or  Leak,  resorting  unto 
the  foresaid  capital  messuage  or  hospital  lying  in  Wrangle* 
to  the  presence  of  the  foresaid  poor  man,  to  be  teached  and 
instructed  to  read  English,  either  else  Latin,  the  same  poor 
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Boan  not  reqairiug  or  demaadiag  any  more  benefit  of  worldlj 
profit  for  his  faiss  in  teaching  the  same  children  or  oth^ 
persons  (every  Sunday  and  other  holy  feast  days  (HnlaiBed  by 
the  churchy  only  excepted,)  in  the  which  the  same  poor  man 
shall  associate  his  fellows  aud  eo*brethren  unto  the  churches 
accordingly  as  is  aforesaid  and  appointed  for  them.    And  if 
any  of  the  foresaid  poor  men  or  women,  orators  for  the  time 
being,  shall  be  absent  and  not  p«w>nally  present  in  the  fore- 
said oratory  or  chappel  and  parish  churches  as  is  aforesaid, 
at  any  time  or  times  appointed  and  assigned,  not  having 
Reasonable  and  lawful  impediment  or  lett,  the  same  pioty 
offending  for  making  every  one  such  default  shall  forfieit  an4 
lose  one  hal^nny,  to  be  stopped  and  witbolden  of  the  same 
person's  stipend,  and  the  same  halfpenny  shall  be  imploy'd 
in  the  high  path    footway    lying  between  the  Church  in 
Wrangle  and  the  Church  in  Leak  aforesaid.    Also  I  will 
that  the  foresaid  three  poor  men  and  two  poor  women, 
orators  for  the  time  being,  shall  repair,  maintain,  uphold, 
and  renew  at  all  times  hereafter,  so  long  as  the  world  shall 
endure,  as  necessity  shall  require  or  be,  the  foresaid  capital 
messuage  called  Joy-hill,   with   the  buildings   thereupon 
builded,  and  grounds  thereunto  adjoining,  and  one  little 
pingle  lying  nigh  unto  the  north  side  of  the  same  messuage, 
and  three  milk  kyne,  so  that  the  milch  cows  being  good 
shall  remain  there  at  the  foresaid    hospital    continually 
ibr  ever,  so  long  as  the  world   shall  endure,  and  pay  all 
other  debts  and  charges  for  the  same  premises  of  their  pro*> 
per  costs  and  charges.     Also  I  will  that  the  three  poor  men 
orators  shall  inhabit,  couch,  aud  dwell  in  the  part  of  the 
foresaid  capital  messuage,  and  the  two  poor  women  orators 
shall  inhabit,   couch,   and   dwell  in  the  part  of  the  same 
capita]  messuage,  aud  the  foresaid  oratory  or  chapel  shall 
be  a  division  in  the  same  messuage  or  hospital,  between  the 
dwelling  parts  of  the  foresaid  three  poor  men  and  the 
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dwelling  parts  of  the  two  poor  women.  And  if  any  of  the 
foresaid  three  poor  men  or  two  poor  women  orators  for  the 
time  being  shall  of  custom  alter  and  change  their  Tirtoeinto 
yiee  and  ungodliness^  or  of  custom  shall  alter  and  change 
their  life  from  the  order  of  this  my  present  last  will,  having 
at  three  seTcral  timefir  reasonable  monition  and  warning 
given  unto  them  by  the  foresaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and 
Leak,  or  deputies  of  them  and  Churchwardens  for  the  time 
being,  to  forsake  and  expel  the  same  vice  and  ungodliness^ 
and  altering  and  changing  the  order  of  this  my  present  last 
will.  And  the  same  ungodly  person  o^  persons  contempt- 
uously refuse  and  despise  the  same  Reasonable  monitions 
and  warnings,  and  will  continue  in  vice  and  ungodliness,  or 
m  breaking  and  changing  the  order  of  this  my  present  last 
will,  then  I  will  that  the  foresaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and 
Leak,  or  deputies  of  them,  and  Churchwardens  for  the  time 
shall  deprive,  and  expel,  and  put  the  same  nngodly  person 
from  the  possession  and  claiming  of  the  foresaid  capital 
messuage  or  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  aforesaid  premises  or 
stipends,  or  sums  of  money  for  ever,  anything  or  things  in 
this  my  present  last  will  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
And  the  same  ungodly  person  being  deprived  and  expelled 
as  is  aforesaid,  the  foresaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and  Leak, 
or  deputies  of  them,  and  Churchwardens  for  the  time  being 
within  six  days  next  ensuing  such  depriving  or  expelling 
of  such  ungodly  person,  shall  elect,  assign,  and  nominate 
one  other  honest,  discreet,  and  well  disposed  poor  person, 
being  of  the  same  kind  that  the  aforesaid  person  deprived 
was,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  person  deprived  and  expelled  was 
a  man,,  then  one  man  shall  be  elected,  and  if  the  person 
deprived  was  a  woman,  than  one  woman  shall  be  elected, 
so  that  at  all  times  for  ever,  at  the  least  one  of  the  said  poor 
men  shall  be  a  man  well  learned,  that  can  read  plainly  both 
English  and  Latin,    And  the  foresaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and 
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Leak,  or  deputies  of  them,  and  Churchwardens  for  the  time 
being,  shall  have  full  strength  and  authority  by  virtue  of  this 
my  present  last  will  to  put  the  same  person  elected,  assigned, 
and  nominated,  as  is  aforesaid  into  the  possession  of  die 
foresaid  capital  messuage  with  the  other  premises.  And 
the  same  person  being  possessed,  shall  have,  hold,  occapy, 
receiye  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  such  benefits,  and  com- 
modities, profits,  stipends,  and  sums  of  money  in  as  ample 
manner  and  like  form  as  the  person  deprived  and  expelled 
had  and  received  before  that  time.*  And  if  it  fortune  at  any 
time  or  times  hereafter,  so  long  as  the  world  shall  endure, 
that  any  honest,  discreet,  and  well  disposed  person  being 
sumamed  Alenson  shall  desire  or  charitably  require  to  be 
put  into  one  of  the  foresaid  rooms  or  offices  appointed  and 
ordained  as  is  aforesaid,  for  three  poor  men  and  two  poor 
women,  orators.  The  same  room  or  office  being  then  vacant, 
then  I  will  that  the  foresaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and  Leak, 
or  deputies  of  them,  and  Churchwardens  for  the  time  being 
shall  put  the  same  person  sumamed  Alenson  into  the  peace- 
able possession  of  the  foresaid  capital  messuage,  with  the 
other  premises,  and  the  same  person  being  sumamed  Alenson 
shall  have,  hold,  occupy,  receive,  and  enjoy  all  and  singular 
such  benefits,  commodities,  profits,  stipends,  and  sums 
of  lawful  money  in  as  ample  manner  and  like  form  as  the 
person  dccieased  or  deprived  and  expelled  had  and  received 
before  that  time,  provided  always  that  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the 
foresaid  Vicars  of  Wrangle  and  Leak,  or  deputies  of  them 
and  Churchwardens  of  the  same  Parishes  for  the  time  being, 
to  repair,  maintain,  uphold  and  renew  at  all  times  hereafter 
so  long  as  the  world  shall  endure,  as  necessity  shall  be,  the 
foresaid  capital  messuage  called  Joy-hill,  with  the  buildings 
thereupon  builded,  and  grounds  thereunto  adjoining,  and  one 
little  pingle  lying  nigh  unto  the  north  side  of  the  same  mes- 
suage, and  three  milk  kine,  with  the  foresaid  one  half  of  the 
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overplus  of  rent  appointed  to  be  given  unto  poor  people 
inhabiting  in  Wrangle  and  Leak,  if  they  shall  think  so  meet 
and  conyenient,  any  thing  in  this  my  present  last  will,  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Provided  further  also  that  if  it 
fortune  hereafter  that  any  act  or  acts,  statute  or  statutes, 
shall  be  made  or  take  effect  in  this  realm  of  England, 
whereby  this  my  foresaid  present  last  will  shall  not  continue 
in  full  strength  and  effect,  that  is  to  say,  all  the  foresaid 
buildings,  tenements,  lands,  pasture  and  arable  shall  not 
extend  and  remain  to  the  relief  and  sustaining  of  the  lives 
natural  of  three  poor  men  and  two  poor  women  as  is  afore- 
said. Then  I  will  that  all  the  foresaid  buildings,  tenements, 
lands,  pasture  and  arable,  with  all  and  singular  their 
appurtenances  shall  remain  to  the  next  of  my  blood,  any 
former  gift,  grant  or  other  thing  or  things,  in  this  my 
foresaid  present  last  will  to  the  contrary  in  anywise  not- 
withstanding. 

Per  me  Vicarium  de  Wrangle, 

THOMAS  ALENSONUM. 
The  letters  upon  this  seal,  were  T.  A. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  meet  with  a  copy  of  the 
label  mentioned  in  the  will. 


Col.  Holies  has  the  following  notes  upon  this  church. 
Eccles  de  Wrangle  appropriata  Abbie  de  Waltham. 

In  Fenestra  Orient.  Insulse  Borealis. 

Arg.  a  cross  engrailed  sa.  betw  4  crosses  betone^  fitche6  gu. 

Sa.  a  cross  betw.  2  fleur-de-lis,  and  as  many  annulets 

quarterly,  arg 

3q 


16  WBANGLE. 


Borealis  prima  Insulse. 


Orate   pro  aia  Johis  Harald  et  Alidm  oxoris  ejus,  qui 
banc  fenestram  fieri  fecemnt. 

BorealU  secunda. 

Quarterly,  Ufibrd  and  Beke WiUoughby. 

Qaarterlj,  ermine  and  ehecky,  or.  and  az« Oiptkarpe, 

Fet%esira  NavU  Borealis  prima, 

Qaarterly,  France  and  England,  a  horAffT\  Beaufort  Dux 
gobony  arg.  and  az |     Somerset, 

England,  on  a  border  as.  semy  of  fleur-de-|iJo;&iiMl  Ihix 
lis  or.  J        lExan. 

OuarterW  [  ^'*'  *  ^^^^  ^^*^*  ^  crosses  betone£,or.  Beauchamp, 
vuane  yjch^iq^  q^^  i^^j  ^^^  ^  cheyron,  ermine 

Orate  pro  aiabus   Jobis   Haliday  quondam  vicarii  de 

Wrangle,  AJani  Haliday  et  Agnetis  Uxoris,  

Haliday,  Clerici,  qui  banc  fenestram  fieri  fecerunt 

Fenestra  Iftfema. 

Reade, Willi  fris  et 

Sup,  cooperculum  Baptisterij  sculpt. 
Orate  specialiter  pro  aia  Willi  Herring,  quondam  vicarii 
istiuB  Eccliie^  cujus  aia,  &c. 

Fenestra  Occidentalis  ex  dextra  Campanilis. 

Q  I    r  Ou.  3  waterbougets,  arg Ras. 

Vfuaneriy  ^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  heVN.  2  bars  gemeb,  gu.  Badiesmere. 

In  Fenestra  superiori  boreali  Navis, 

^      *    1    f  Arg.  a  cbief  gu.  over  all  a  bend,  az.    Crumwell. 
yuarteriy  ^  cj^^^j^y^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^A^f  ^rm Tateshail. 
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lift  Insula  Australi. 

Gu.  on  a  bend  arg.  3  shoyellers,  sa Read. 

Johes  Beade^  Miles,  fill  Willi  Reade. 
Depicta  sap.  mnrum  I  B  cum  signo  Mercatoris. 

In  Cancelli  Fenestra  Orieniall. 
Thomas  de  Weyversty  Abbas  de  Waltham  me  fieri  fecit. 

Sub  irabem  transversam  in  Cancello, 

Orate  pro  bono  statu  Ricardi 
Bedb,  Mercatoris,  et  pro  aiabus  JoHis 
Rede  et  Margarete,  parentum  ipsius 
Rici,  qui  hoc  opus  fecit  Ano.  Dni.  1528. 

Tumulus  Marmoreus  cum  aere  et  Versibus. 

Here  lyeth  John  Reede  sometyme, 
Marchant  of  y®  staple,  and  Margaret  his 
Wife,  he  dyed  y^  24th  day  of  October, 
1503,  she  ye  27th  of  March  1503. 


On  the  south  side  of  the  Chancel  is  a  large  tomb 
under  a  Grecian  pediment  with  full-length  figures  in 
alabaster,  of  Sir  John  Read  and  his  wife.  The  tomb  is 
somewhat  mutilated,  but  is  now  protected  bj  a  strong 
iron  railing.  The  Knight  is  represented  as  dad  in 
complete  annour,  his  head  being  supported  bj  two 
cushions.  Below  them  and  infiront  are  figures  of 
their  children  in  basso-relievo,  with  a  beautiful 
representation  of  a  child  lying  in  a  cradle,  into  which 
death's  head  is  intruding.  The  following  are  the 
inscriptions  now  upon  different  parts  of  it. 
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(1  and  3  ga.  on  a  bend,  arg.  3  shovellen,  or.   ...Read. 
Arg.  a  bend  betw.  3  griffin's  heads  erased,  or.... 
Barry  of  6  arg.  and  sa.... 

Johannes  Read,  eques  aurins,  vereqne  xpianos,  Eirenarcha 
prudens^padsq:  amator^dux  militaris  manus  in  hisce  partibns, 
moltum  dilectus  multumque  desideratns  abiit  non  obiit  12o 
die  Novembris  annoque  virginei  partus  1626.  Postqnam 
snmma  com  laude  sexagintse  et  quinqae  complesset  annos. 

Dame  Anne  Read,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Garret,  Ejiight, 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  erected  this  monument  to  the  pious 
memory  of  her  most  living  beloved  husband  Sir  John 
Read,  Knight. 

A  worthy  gentleman  of  such  good  parts 
As  had  of  rich  and  poore  the  love  and  hearts. 
Hath  here  his  corps,  the  case  and  outward  side. 
His  soule  in  heaven  with  Christ,  who  for  him  dyde, 
Fowlc-mouth'd  base  envie  saye  it  what  it  can. 
He  was  a  worthy,  honest,  right  good  man. 

Whom  love  did  linke  and  nought  but  death  dessever 
Well  may  they  be  co^join'd  and  ly  together. 
Like  turtle  doves  they  Uv*d;  chast,  pure  in  mind: 
Fewe,  O  too  fewe,  such  couples  we  shall  find. 
Example  they  have  left  fur  after  times 
To  shun  of  marriage  state  the  common  crimes. 

Lo  children  are  an  heritage  of  the  Lord,  and  the  firuit  of  the 
womb  is  his  reward.     Ps.  127,  3 v. 

Thy  wife  shall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine  by  the  side  of  thine 
house:  thy  children  like  olive  branches  round  about  thy  table. 
Ps.  128,  3v.  

In  the  floor  of  the  Chancel  there  is  yet  a  large 
tombstone  once  covered  with  a  defaced  coat  of  arms^  a 
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merchant's  mark,^'  and  the  foUowing  veiy  curious 
poetical  inscription.  The  part  between  brackets  is  given 
from  Marratt's  description^  the  brass  being  now  gone. 
It  is  the  tomb  last  mentioned  in  the  notes  of  Holies^ 
who  did  not  however  copy  it  very  exactly* 

Here  liethe  y^  bodies  of  John  Reed,  satyme  marchant  of 
ye  stapill  of  Calys,  and  Margaret  his  wife  ye  whiche  John 
decessyd  ye  xxiiii  day  of  October  ye  yere  of  our  Lord, 
A.  M.  ccccc  and  iii,  ye  said  Margaret  decessyd  ye  xxiiil 
day  of  March,  yere  of  our  Lord,  A.  M.  ccccc  and  iii. 

They  for  man,  when  ye  [winde  blows 

Make  the  mill  grind; 
And  ever  thine  own  soul 

Have  thou  in  mind. 
That  tbou  givest  with]  thy  hand 

That  shalt  thou  finde. 
And  yt  thou  levys  thy  Executors, 

Comys  far  be  hinde. 
Do  for  youre  selfe 

Whilk  ye  have  space 
To  pray  Ihu  of  mcy  and  grace, 

I  heven  to  haTe  a  place. 

Huuc  Yos  qni  tumulu  mortis  spectatis  et  umam^ 
Credite  qui  jacet  hie  omibus  oequus  erat, 
£t  bonus  et  Justus,  populo  gratusque,  benignus, 
Ut  nulli  nocuit,  nee  quoque  damna  dedit 

*  Merchants  marks  were  much  in  use  in  Ube  14th  and  15th 
centuries ;  English  traders  were  accustomed  to  place  them  over 
their  shop  fronts,  as  signs,  and  to  stamp  their  bales  of  goods 
with  them.  Merchants  not  entitled  to  bear  arms,  used  them 
instead  thereof,  and  instances  occur  of  impaled  shields,  having 
on  the  dexter  side,  a  merchants  mark,  and  on  the  sinister  side 
the  aims  of  his  wife's  family.     (Tuylor's  Antiquitiet  of  Lynn  J 

3ir' 


lanowo*  oal«iktft6fpe»,  iMtittid  waabttt 

Vieinos,  ookiit  xnaxime  tonq^Ui  dti, 

Servator  Bdei  Aiera^  premiBsa  tenebat^ 

Donabot  miseris  plurima  pauperfbus. 

Sfe  m^ijius  waxpet  dmn  vixit,  uqo  6t  htOAati 

Qaot  merito  laadeg  h^  liotat  tuna  vM. 

Fundite  jnmqae  preeea  canoti,  banc  qui  ceroitia  luna, 

Spiritus  in  celos  scandat  at  usque  suus. 


S.M. 

Rererendi  Viri  Ricardi  Wright^  A.  B. 

Qui  Yicarii  munere 

In  hAc  ecdesilL,  per  annos  magis  qnadragrnta, 

Fidditer  assidueqne  functus, 

Bonis  omnibus  flebtlis  detessit, 

Aprilis  24o  Anno  Dom.  1829, 

^tatia  SQie  06. 

Ebeu!  dilectum  patrem  lugemus  ademptim; 
Da,  lector,  iachrymaa:  hac  pia  dona  deecaC. 
Sic  idem  languor  morbi  longiqne  Mores 
Absint,  sic  detor  vita  bealstfbi. 


Hoc  juxta  marmor 

Quicquid  mortale  ftiit 

Reverendi  viri  Ricardi  Bailbt^  A.  M. 

Procul  a  Toluptatibu8j 

Quas  inanes  novity 

Procul  a  negotiis, 

Qutt  ftitiMa  duxit, 

Procul  acuris. 

Quas  amaras  sensit^ 

Terrenis, 

Tuto  quasi  in  portu  requiescit. 

Ex  antique  stirpe 

Hac  in  parocliift  uatus. 

In  eidem  Vicarii  munus 

Per  triginta  annos  fidcliter  prfiestitit. 

Die  9no  Dooembris. 

Anno  salutis  M.  D.  cclxxvo 

JEtatis  suae  LXin*-4K'o 

Deecssit. 
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A  heart  to  feel  the  pleadings  of  distress. 
An  eye  to  pity,  and  a  hand  tohless; 
Lost  to  the  world,  if  thoie  denund  a  tear. 
Header  that  art,  bestow  the  tribute  here. 


Theate  now  jremain  in  the  ea3t  wiudow^  of  the  Nonh 
Aiflle  the  following  coat8  of  anns. 

Arg.  a  cross  engrailed^  sa.  between  4  crosses  betofie6 
fitched  goles. 

Sa.  a  cross  betw  2  fleur-de-lis^  and  as  many  annulets,  arg. 

The  sadly  mutilated  remains  of  coloured  glass  show 
thai  the  windows  of  this  church  were  formerly  of  a  very 
magnificent  character.  The  names  of  Jonas^  Obed^ 
Stephen^  JoaniHis^  ^c,  which  may  yet  be  traced, 
indicate  fliat  the  subjects  were  chiefly  those  scenes  and 
remarkable  events  which  are  recorded  in  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments.  It  is  clear^  even  in  their  present 
state,  that  one  of  the  compartments  represented  the 
Nativity,  and  another  the  Resurrection.  We  noticed 
also  this  legend  '*  Deus  miserere  mei/'  and  the  names 
of  the  following  Saints,  Philippa,  Barbara,  Edmundus, 
Jc^annis,  Laurentius,  and  Lucius. 


There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this  Church. 

On  small  stones  in  the  floor. 

Jacob  Bailey,  1795.  Elye  Jones,  1823.  Skynner  Baily, 
1797.  Ann  Wilby,  1776.  Thomas  Wright,  1813.  Susannah 
Wright,  1776.     Sarah  Wright,  1786.    Eliz.  Hill,  1814. 

Died.    Age. 

Richard  Baily,  Esq interred  Feb.    9  1701 

EUz.  his  wife, July    1  1710 

Mary,  their  daughter, Aug.  31  1702 


•  •  •  * 


•  •  •  • 


« •  •  • 
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IHed.  Age: 

SnsoDDah  Bailej, interred  Mar.    6  1701  33 

Skinner  Bail}-,  Vicar  of  Leake,      ditto    Mar.  18  1764  ... 

Eleanor,  bis  wife, ditto    Nor.  12  1797  .... 

John  Wilby,  Oent May  17  1704  .... 

Sarah  his  wife,   ., Sep.  26  1710  .... 

Elizabeth,  daughter, „ „ Dec    8  1710  .... 

Christopher,  son,  „ Aug.  20  1713  .... 

John  Wilby,  "Esq.,  the  last  male  branch 

of  his  family, interred  Feb.  11  1799  .... 

Ann  bis  wife, Feb.     5  1828  84 

Sosanna,  first  wife  of  Rev.   Kchard 

Wright,  Vicar,    Aug.  16  1802  .... 

Aon,  daughter  of  T.  B.  Dobbs,  Esq.  of 

Scremby, Oct    JO  182*  29 

William  Erakine,  Vicar,  May     1   1705  54 

Richard  Wright,  A.  B Apr.    34  1826  66 

77l«  BelU, 
Six  in  number,  were  cast  at  Peterborough,  in  the  year 
1714.  Od  one  of  them  are  these  words  "The  Ood  of 
heareD  and  earth,  priest  and  people  to  serve  I  call,"  and  on 
the  tenor  "  The  dead  I  moume,  the  living  warn,  and  peak 
determine  all." 

Near  the  font,  upon  a  fragment  of  stone  slab,  iherc  is 
inscribed  in  one  comer  the  word  "  Ladi,"  and  in  the 
opposite  one  "  help." 
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ST.  LEODEGAR'S  CHURCH,  WYBERTON. 
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"  I  gazed  around  upon  tboae  ancient  walls ; 
The  storied  windows^  mellowing  the  light 
Of  the  rude  world  into  the  hues  of  heavenly; 
The  spacious  aisles,  beneath  whose  arches  grey, 
A  thousand  years  have  wing*d  their  silent  flight  !*' 

Wyberton  Church  consists  of  a  Nave  with  Aisles^  a 
small  modem  Chancel^  and  a  Tower  steeple  at  the  west 
end. 

Tlie  latter  is  of  very  excellent  proportions,  in  the 
Perpendicular  style,  and  has  a  bold  and  pleasing  appear- 
ance. It  has  buttresses  at  the  angles,  divided  into  four 
stages.  In  the  west  front  is  the  usual  entrance,  having 
a  pointed  arch  with  a  square-headed  label,  the  spandrels 
trefoiled.  The  labels  rise  from  blocks  prepared  for  the 
carver.  Above  this  door  is  a  window  of  four  lights 
trefoiled,  having  a  flat  pointed  arch;  over  this  is  a 
stage  pierced  by  a  small  loop-hole  window,  above 
which  is  the  bell-chamber  with  a  window  in  each 
front  of  two  lights  trefoiled,  divided  by  a  transom  with 
a  label  rising  from  corbel  heads. 

The  Tower  is  crowned  by  an  embattled  parapet,  with 

a  plain  cornice,  ornamented  with  gurgoyles  at  the  angles. 

3s 
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It  appears  to  have  been  the  iatention  of  the  original 
builders  to  have  constructed  a  spfat  upon  tliis  tower,  the 
walls  being  corbelled  over  for  it  and  part  of  the  base 
erected.  That  the  edifice  was  prematurely  finished  is 
evidenced  by  the  stone  blocks  of  the  west  door  label 
remaining  uncarved:  let  us  hope  that  the  spire  may  yet 
be  erected; 

"  To  point  the  way  to  Heayen." 

The  Clerestoiy  of  the  Nave  irith  the  AM^  possess 
nothing  worthy  of  notice,  the  whole  having  suffiered 
through  injudicious  alterations,  by  which  the  mullions 
and  tracery  of  all  the  windows  have  made  way  for  cast- 
iron  franUBs*  The  andetit  Chancd  ii  entirely  goobi  ibd 
its  place  is  usurped  by  a  small  Itdiaa  emifomlam, 
lighted  by  semi-circular  headed  windows. 

The  Interior  coEttains  a  handsome  octs[gond  f^ont 
richly  paneled  and  ornamented.  The  Nave  is  sepstrated 
firom  the  aisles  by  five  pointed  arches,  Early  EkigUsh, 
Decorated,  and  Perpendicular;  one  side  of  ih^ati 
latter  spring  from  clustered  pillars,  the  others  being 
plain  and  octagonal.  Part  of  the  old  roof  remains  to 
the  nave,  having  carved  bosses  at  the  interftectionsi  with 
figures  of  angeld.  Above  ^ach  clerestory  window, 
several  of  the  old  oak  sittings  remain,  with  cattifl 
poppy  heads  and  ridily-omamented  panels. 

"  The  humble  and  leanied"  Bishop  Sanderson  held 
for  a  short  time  the  Vicarage  of  Wyberton,  to  which  he 
was  presented  in  the  year  1618,  by  Sir  Nlch6Ms 
Sanderson,  Lord  Viscount  Caslleton.  Of  the  way  in 
which  this  faithful  pastor  of  the  church  attended  to 


^'Ttuilrfgar^Ctnurt,  aQ^erton, 
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}3s  pAtScWsA  dutieiit,  Izaak  Waltbn  bear^  tiii^  fedtimon^. 
''Tmd  ei6ellent  In^  313  ndt  tUink  hi»  3^/  discliarge3 
by  Otilf  ri?a3m^  the  chufcH  prayers,  catechisilig,  preach- 
ing; arid  ^dnrndsterin^  the  sacraiiiefat^  seasonably,  btit 
thought  if  i&e  law  or  the  caiions  may  seem  to  ei)jditt  ho 
mdr^,  ;^t  fibisit  God  would  reqtiire  more  than  the  d^c- 
trtre  lawii  of  in^'s  tnsftiiig  can  or  do  enjoin,  fhe 
pferfonhance  of  that  inward  law,  which  Almighty  God 
htlth  impfinted  in  the  conscience  of  aS  good  chiij^tiaus, 
ahd  inclines  those  whom  he  loves  to  perform.  He, 
cbnsideriiifg  this^  did  therefore  become  a  law  to  himself, 
practising  what  his  conscience  told  him  was  his  duty,  in 
reconciling  differences,  and  preventing  law-suits,  both 
in  his  Parish  and  in  the  neighbourhood.  To  which 
may  be  added  his  often  visiting  sick  and  disconsolate 
families,  persuading  them  to  patience,  and  raising  them 
from  dejection  by  his  advice  and  cheerful  discourse,  and 
by  adding  his  own  alms,  if  there  were  any  so  poor  as  to 
need  it,  considering  how  acceptable  it  is  to  Almighty 
God,  when  we  do  as  we  are  advised  by  St.  Paul,  Gal. 
VI,  2v.  help  to  bear  one  another's  burden,  either  of 
sorrow  or  want,  and  what  a  comfort  it  will  be,  when  the 

» 

searcher  of  all  hearts  shall  call  us  to  a  strict  account  for 
that  evil  we  have  done,  and  the  good  we  have  omitted, 
to  remember  we  have  comforted  and  been  helpful  to  a 
dejected  or  distracted  family. 

Of  the  troubled  state  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived, 
we  may  see  enough  in  the  following  two  specimens. 
First,  that  when  Archbishop  Laud  was  upon  the  scaf- 
fold, the  magistrates  of  the  city  of  London,  suffered  "  a 
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sort  of  wretched  people,  that  could'  not  know  why  he 
was  condenmed,  to  go  irisibl j  up  and  down  to  gather 
hands  to  a  petition,  that  the  parliament  would  hasten 
his  execution/'  Secondly,  that  after  Laud  was  con- 
denmed  and  '^  the  execution  sui^nded  for  some  days, 
many  of  the  malicious  citizens,  fearing  his  pardon,  shut 
up  their  shops,  professing  not  to  open  them  till  justice 
was  executed/*  His  patience  in  all  his  numberless 
tri9ls  was  most  exemplary.  '^He  seemed  to  lament 
veiy  much,  that,  by  means  of  irregular  and  indiscreet 
preaching,  the  generality  of  the  nation  were  possessed 

with  such  dangerous  mistakes and  He  besought 

God  to  remove  them." 

He  was  bom  at  Rotherham,  in  the  county  of  Yoik, 
in  the  year  1587,  and  the  foundation  of  his  learning 
was  laid  in  the  Grammar  School  at  that  place.  (What 
does  not  England  owe  to  her  Grammar  Schools  ?)  At 
the  age  of  13  he  went  to  Oxford;  and  at  16  he  entered 
Lincoln  College;  at  19  he  was  chosen  a  fellow;  and 
at  the  age  of  21  ''was  completed  Master  of  Arts.'*  He 
was  afterwards  chosen  reader  of  Logic,  Sub-Rector  of 
his  College,  and  Senior  Proctor.  After  his  ordination  he 
held,  first  the  vicarage  of  Wyberton,  afterwards  that  of 
Boothby  Pagnel,  and  finally  the  Bishopric  of  Lincoln. 
Old  Izaak  Walton  beautifully  describes  his  death  in  the 
following  words :  ''  thus  this  pattern  of  meekness  and 
primitive  innocence  changed  this  for  a  better  life.'' 

He  died  on  the  29th  of  January,  1662,  and  was 
buried  in  Buckden  Chancel. 


/!i 


:53^ 


•font  in  ^trfon  i'hnvA 


TTYBEBTON.  5 

CoL  Holies  took  the  following  notes. 

Tumulus  mamioreua. 
Ici  gyst  Adam  de  Fronton  ky  trespassa  en  Fan  1325  le  28 
jour  de  December.    Prietz  pur  ^  alme. 

Ici  gjst  Sjbill  sa  femme  ky  trespassa  Mccc.^ 

In  Fenestra  Borealu 
Sa.  a  crescent  or.  between  2  roses  in  chief,  and  a  mullet 
in  base,  arg. 

In  scuto  fiinebriy  Lozengy,  arg.  and  gu.  with  a 
mullet FitzmiUiam. 


The  following  coats  of  arms  are  now  in  this  church. 

On  the  south  wall. 
Arg.  two  chevrons  with  two  crescents  in  chief,  sa Ash, 

On  the  north  wall. 

IArg.  a  fesse  gu.  three  piles  points  sa. 
and  a  canton,  erm. Truesdale. 
Sa.  a  wolf  salient  arg.  in  chief  S  etoils,  or.  Wilson. 


Imnaled  {^  chevron  betw.  8  lozenf^es,  erm.. 
P       '  (Barry  arg.  and  sa.  inter 9  mullets. 


.Shaw. 


On  Chancel  floor. 
On  a  chevron  engrailed  3  escallops Tooley* 

On  Chancel  wall. 

Imnaled  I ^^'  ^  ^^^®  hetw. 3  griffins^  heads  erased,  or^Sheath. 
^^    '  I  Arg.  3  leopards*  faces  or.  in  chief  or  alion  passantsa. 

In  the  Vestry  is  a  large  old  shield  with  the  following 

nine  coats  in. the  first  empalement. 

Arg.  and  sa.  over  all  a  bend,  lozengy,  gu...« 

Gu.  3  martlets,  or. 

Barry  of  six  arg.  and  sa.  over  all  on  a  bend  three  mullets, 
or. , , Sanderson. 

*  This  tomb  may  atill  be  seo^  in  the  North  Aisle. 

3t 
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Gu.  a  fettse  dancettie  between  six  crosaleta  or SmuU  qf 

WUberioH. 

Arg.  a  cheTTon  sa.  with  a  mullet  in  the  dexter  chief,  sa..... 

Cheeky  arg.  and  gu.  over  all  a  bendlet,  sa. 

Arg.  on  a  fesse  yert.  7  cross  crosslets,  or.  

8a.  two  bars  or,  in  chief  arg.  achaplet,  gu 

Sa.  a  lion  rampant  g^ardant,  arg.  collar  unguled,  gu..«.. 

The  above  are  impaled  with 

Sa.  a  frett  of  8  pieces  arg. — 

Arg.  on  a  bend  sa.  8  wolves*  heads  ar^.  tongues  gu 

Arg.  a  chevron  gu.  between  3  mullets,  sa^.. 

Sava  frelt  of  8  pieces,  arg 

There  are  the  following  inscriptions  in  this^church. 

Died.    Age. 

John  Allin,  interred  May    4  1669  .... 

Samuel  Allin, ditto    Nov.    8  1687  .... 

Moses  Moore,  Rector, 1680  .... 

Anne,  his  wife,  Aug.  18  1681  25 

Samuel  Tooley,  Rector,  interred  Oct.  13  1712  .... 

John  Shaw,    Dec.    7  1686  75 

Elizabeth,  his  wife,  Feb.  11  1688  51 

John  Allin,  of  Skirbeck  Quarter, Dec.  23  1687  43 

Thomas  Allin, interred  June  12  1701  .... 

Catherine  Sheath, Mar.  10  1810  38 

Abraham  Sheath,  Esq ! Apr.  14  1816  75 

Martlia,  his  wfc,  Mar.  29  1824  71 

Michael  Robinson, Dec.   19  1777  36 

Deborah  Trucsdalc, ^  Sep.      9  1683  62 

John  Shaw,   Dec.     7  1686  75 

Elizabeth,  his  wife,  Feb.    111688  54 


